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TH E numerous enemies, whom Wolfcy*8 fuddcn CHAP. 
elevation, his afpiring charader, and his haughty XXVIII. 
deportment, had raifed him, ferved only to rivet him '^— v**^ 
fafter in Henry's confidence ; who placed a pride in fup- ^"5^* 
porting the choice, which he had made,^ and who was ^^— / 
incapable of yielding either to the murmurs of the people #-^^^^^' 
or to the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate 
likewife, well acquainted with the king's imperious tern* 
per, concealed from him the abfolute afcendant, which 
he had acquired ; and while he fecretly direSed all pub- 
lic councils, he ever pretended a blind fubmilTion to the 
Vol. IV. B wiU 
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND- 

CHAP, will and authority of his maftcr. By entering into the 
XXVIII. king's plcalui;es, he ftill prcferted his aflFeaion ; by con- 
^— V— ^-^ during his bufinefs, he gratified his indolence ; and by his 
"5' 5- unlimited complaifance in both capacities, he prevented 
all that jealoufy', to vAiHh hii exorbitant acqiiifitioitSy and 
hisfplendid, oftentatious train of life ftiould naturally have 
given birth. The archbiftiopric of York falling vacant 
by the death of Bambrige, Wolfey was promoted to that 
fee, and refigned the bifliopric of Lincoln. Befides en- 
enjoying the adminiftration of Tournay, he got poffeflion^ 
at very low leafes, of the revenues of Bath, Worcefter, 
and Hereford, bifhoprics filled by Inhaiis, who were al- 
lowed to refide abroad, and who were glad to compound 
for this indulgence, by yielding a confiderable ftiarc of 
their profits. He held in corame.ndam the abbey of St. 
Albans, and many other church preferments. He was 
even allowed to unite with the fee of York, firft that of 
Durham, next that of Winchefter ; and there feemed to 
be no end of his acquifitioris. His farther advancement 
in ecclefiaftical dignity fcrved him as a pretence for en- 
groffing ftill more revenues : The pope, obferving his 
great influence over the king, was defirous of engaging 
him in his interefis, and had created him a cardinal. Ne« 
ver churchman, under colour of exafting regard to reli- 
gion, carried to a more exorbitant height the ftate and 
dignity of that charafter. His train confifted of eight 
hundred fervants, of whom many were knights and gen- 
tlemen : Some even of the nobility put their children into 
his family as a place of education ; and in order to ingrati- 
ate them with their patron^ allowed them to bear offices 
as his fervants. Whoever was diftinguifiied by any art 
or fcience paid court to the cardinal ; and none paid court 
in vain. Literature, which was then in its infancy, found 
in him a generous patron ; and, both by his public infti- 
tutions and private bounty, he gave encouragement to 
every branch of erudi-tion^. Not content with this mu- 
nificence, which gained him the approbation of the wife, 
he ftrove to dazzle the eyes of the populace,, by the 
fplendor of his equipage and furniture, the cottly em- 
broidery of his liveries, the luftre of his apparel. H^ was 
the firft clergyman in England that wore filk and gold, 
not only on his habit, but alfo on his faddles and the trap- 
pings 

^ Erafm. Epift. lib. z. epift. i. lib. i6. epift. 3. 
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h E t^ R Y VIIL 3 

pings of his harks ". He caufed his cardinal's bat to be C H A P- 
borne aloft by a perfon of rank ; and when he came to XXVIII. 
the king's chapel, would permit it to be laid on no place ^— •v^'*^ 
but the altar. A prieft, the tallefl; and moft comely he ^S^^- 
could find, carried before him a pillar of filver, on whofe 
top was placed a crofs : But not content with this parade, 
to which he thought himfelf intitled as cardinal, he pro- 
vided another prieil, of equal ftature and beauty, whd 
marched fltlong, bearing the crofs of York, even in the 
diocefe of Canterbury ; contrary to the antient rule and 
agreement between the prelates of thefe tival fees ^. The ' 
people made merry with the cardinal's oftentation ; and 
faid they were now fenfible, that one cror3 alone was not 
Ibfficient for the expiation of his (ins and offences. 

War Ham, chancellor and archbifhop of Canterbur)'^^ 
a man of a moderat<i temper, averfe to all difputes, chofe 
rather to retire from public employment, than maintain 
an unequal conteft with the haughty cardinal. He re« 
(igned his office of chancellor ; and the great feal was im* 
mediately intruded to Wolfey. If this new accumulati- 
on of dignity encreafed his enemies, it alfo ferved to ex- 
alt his peribnal charaAeri and prove the extent of his 
capacity. A ftriS admihiftration of Juftice took place 
during his enjoyment of this high office ; and no chan- 
cellor ever difcovered greater impartiality in hisdecifions, 
deeper penetration of judgment, or more enlarged know- 
ledge of law atnd equity ^. 

TkE duke of Norfolk, finding the king's money al- 
ihoft entirely exhatifted by projeSs and pleafures, white 
his inclination for expcnce ftill continued, was glad to re- 
sign his office of treafurer, and retire from court. His 
rival, Fbx bilhop of Winchefter, reaped no advantage 
from his abftnce,; but partly overcome by years and in- 
firmities, partly di%ufted at the afcendant acquired by 
Wolfeyi withdrew hinifelf entirely to the care of his 
diocefe. The duke of Suff^olk had alfo taken offience, 
that the king, by the cardinal's perfuafion, had refufcd 
to pay a debt, which he had contraSed during his abode 
in France ; and he thenceforth affefted to live in privacy* 
Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without a rival the 
B 2 whole 

* Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowc, p. 501. Holingfh. p. 
S47. ^ Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. ® Sir Thowas More. 
Stowe, p. $04. 
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whole power and favour of the king; and they put into 
his hands every kind of authority. In vain, did Fox, be- 
fore his retirement, warn the king <* not to fuflFer the 
** icrvant to be greater than his matter:'* Henry replied^ 
<* that he knew well how to retain all hisfubjeSs in obe* 
<* dience ;" but he continued ftill an unlimited deference 
in every thing to the direSions and counfels of the car- 
dinal. 

The public tranquillity was fo well edablifhed in 
England, the obedience of the people fo entire, the ge- 
neral adminiftration of juftice, by the cardinal's means ^, 
fo exaS, that no domeftic occurrence happened confide- 
rable enough to difturb the repofe of the king and his 
minifter : I'hcy might even have difpcnfed with them- 
felves from giving any ftriO: attention to foreign affairs, 
were it polTible for men to enjoy any iituation in abfolute 
tranquillity, or abftain from proje£ls and enterprizes, 
however fruitlefs and unneceffary. 

The will of the late king of Scotland, who left his 
widow regent of the kingdom, and the vote of the con- 
vention of ftares, which confirmed that deftination, had 
exprefsly limited her authority to the condition of her 
remaining unmarried ^. But notwithftanding this limita* 
tion, a few months after her hufband's death, (he efpoufed 
the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a nobleman 
of great family and promifing hopes. Some of the no- 
bility pow propofed the eleQionof Angus to the regency, 
and recommended this choice as the mod likely means of 
preferving peace with England : But the jealoufy of the 
great families, and the fear of exalting the Douglaffes 
begot oppofition to this meafure. Lord Hume in parti- 
cular, the moft powerful chieftain in the kingdom, in- 
fiflcd on recalling the duke of Albany, fon to a brother 
of James the third, who had been baniflied into France, 
and who, having there married, had left pofterity, that 
were the next heirs to the crown, and the neareft relati- 
ons to their young fovereign, Albany, though firft prince 
of the blood, had never been in Scotland, was totally un- 
acquainted with the manners of the people, ignprant of 
their fituation, unpraSifed in their language; yet fuch 
was the favour attending the French alliance, and fo^reat 

the 



p' Erafm. lib. 2. epift. I. Ca vend ifli, Hall. *" Buchanan, 
lib. 14. Dtunimcnd. Herbert. 
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the authority of Hume, that this prince was invited to C H A P. 
accept the reins of government. Francis, careful not to XXVIII. 
give oflFence to the king of England, detained Albany ^— "v"**^ 
ibnoe tinie in France ; but at laft, fenfible how impor- *5'5» 
tant it was to keep Scothind in his interefts, he permitted 
him to go over, and take poffeffion of the regency: He 
even renewed the antient league with that kingdom, 
though it implied fuch a clofe c'onnexion, as might be 
thought fomewhat to intrench on his alliance with Eng- 
land. 

When the regent arrived in Scotland, he made en- 
quiries concerning the ftate of the country, and charaSer 
of the people; and difcovered a fccne, with which he 
was hitherto but little acquainted. That turbulent king- 
dom, he found, was rather to be confidered as a con- 
federacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty princes, than 
a regular fyftem of civil polity ; and even the king, much 
more a regent, pofleffed an authority vejry uncertain, and 
precarious. Arms, more than laws, prevailed; and cou- 
rage, preferable to equity or juftice, was the virtue moft 
valued an4 refpe&ed« The nobitity, in whom the whole 
power refidcd, were fo conneded by hereditary alliances, . 
or fo divided by inveterate enmities, that it was impofli- 
ble, without employing an armed force, either to punifh 
the moft flagrant ; guilt, or give fecurity to the moft 
entire innocence. Rapine and violence, when exercifed 
on a hoftile tribe, inftead of making a perfon odious a- 
mong his own clan, rather recommended him to efteem 
and approbation ; and by rendering him ufeful to the 
chieftain, entitled him to a preference above his fellows. - 
And though the neceflity of mutual fupport ferved as a 
clofe cement of amity among thofe of the fame kindred, 
the fpirit of revenge againft enemies, and the defire of 
profecuting thefe deadly feuds, (fo they were called) ftill 
appeared to be pai&ons the moft predominant among that 
uncultivated people. 

The perfons, to whom Albany firft applied for infor- 
mation with regard to the ftate of the country, happen- 
ed to be inveterate enemies of Hume ^ ; and they repre- 
fented that powerful nobleman as the chief fourqe of 
public diforders, and the great obftacle to the execution 
of the laws, and adnnniftration of juft/ice. Before the 
authority of the magiftrate could be eftaWiftied, it was 

neceflary, 
^ Buchanan, lib. 14. Dnimmond. 
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CHAP, neceflary, they fiEi^id* to mal^c an example of this ^reat 
XXVIII. offender ; and by the terror of his punifhoient ; teach all 
^-*v?**^ Icffcr criminals to pay refpefi to the power of their fo- 
^5' 5* vereign. Albany, moved by thefe reafons, was induced 
to forget Hume's paft fervices, to which he had been, in 
a great me^fure, beholden for the regency ; and he no 
longer bore towards him that favourable countenance^ 
with which he was wont to receive him. Hume per- 
ceived the change, and was incited, both by views of 
his own fecurity and his revenge, to take meafures in op- 
pofition to the regent. He applied hinafelf to Angus and 
the queen dowager, and reprefeiued to them the danger* 
to which the infant prince was ezpofed, from the ambi- 
tion of Albany, the next heir to the crown, to whom 
the dates hnd imprudently entrufted the whole authority 
By his perfuafion, Margaret formed 
rying off the youpg King, and putting 
ptedio^ of her brother ; and when that 
:teded, (he herfel^ accompanied with 
s, withdrew into EngUndf where die 
ivered of a dnught^r. 
rder to cheqk the authority of Albany 
a^-ty, gave encouragement to thefe mal- 
re4 theoi of his fup|)ort. Matters be- 
ing afterwards in appearance accoiBmo4ated between 
Hume and the regent, that noblemfm returned ini:o his 
own country ; but mutual . fufpicions and jealoufies ftill 
prevailed. He was committed to cuAody, under the caie 
pf the earl of Arran, his brother-io-lgw ; and was, for 
^ fome time, ^etainied prifoner in hU caftle. But having 
perfuaded Arran to enter i^jto the confpiracy wUh him* 
he was allowed to mak^ his efcape; and he openly made 
yrar upon the regent. A new. accofnmodation enfued, 
not more fincere than the foregoing; and Hume was fo 
imprudent as to -put himielf, together with hi3 brother, 
, into the hands of the regent. They were imniediatelv 
fcized, committed to cuftody, brought to their trial, 
condemned apd executed. No legal (;rime wj^ proved 
againfl thef<^ brothers : ft was only alledged, that, ^t the 
battle of Flou4en, thi^y had not dpfK^ their duty in fup- 
porting the king ; and as this backwardnefs could not, 
from the courfe of their paft life, be ascribed to cowar- 
dice, it was commpnly i^)puted to a mpVe criminal mo- 
tive. The evidences, however, of guilt produced againft 

them. 
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thein» were far from bet^g valid or conviocing; and t)ieC H A P. 
people, who bated them while Mive, were very much XXVIII. 
diilatisfied with their eicecution. <^-— v-*-^ 

Such violent rennedies often produce, for (bme time^ '^'S' 
a deceitful tranquillity ; but as they deftroy mutual con- 
fidence, and beget the moft inveterate animofities, their 
confequences are commonly very fatal both to the public^ 
and to thofe who make trial of them. The regent* 
however, took advantage of the prefent calm w^ich pre- 
vailed ; and being invited over by the French king» who 
w;(s, at that tin^e, willing to gratify Henry, Jbe went 
into France ; and was engaged to remain there during 
five years. A great p^rt of his authoritv he entrufted 
into the hands of Darcy, a Frenchman, whom he created 
wafden of the marcb^ ftnd who was extremely vigilant 
in tjfic diftribution of jVftice, and the punilbmem of 
cringes and oppreflion. But Sir David Hume, a kinfinan 
of the npbleman lately eaaeoited, deftrous of fevei^ng 
his frieiuf a death on the friend of the regent, way-;)aid 
Darcy near Dunie ; and after reproaching him with that 
e^^eiciitioo^ made an atti^^k upon biip. I>arcy finding 
himfelf viable to refift, and tmftiag to the fwifiiief& of 
his horfe, fltd towards Dunbar; but being ignorant of the 
roads^ he rt^ into a bog, was overtaken by the purfoeri, 
and put to death. As he had long flowing hair, Hume, ' 

exulting in this aOaffination as a gallant exploit, cut off 
thefe locks* and plaiting them into a wreath, ^or» them 
ever after at the pon^Miiel of his fiiddle ". During tbe 
abfence of the regent, fuch confufions prevailed in Scot^ 
land, and fuch mutual enmity, rapine, and violence a- 
mong the great families, that that kingdom was, for a 
long tim^, utterly difabled both firom offending its enemies, 
a^d zffi&ing its friends. We have carried on the Scots 
hiftory foroe years bf^yond the prefent periiod ; that as that 
country had little connexion with the general fyftem of 
Europe, we might be tbe lefe interrupted in th^ narration 
of tlMdfe aienaorable events, which were traoiaSed in the 
other kingdoitis. 

It was forefecn^ that a young, aSive prince, like 
Francis, and of fo martial a difpofition, would foon cm- 
pk>y the great preparations, which his predece0br, before 
his death, had made for the conqueft of Milan. He had 
been obferved even to weep at the recital of the military 

exploits 
" Buchanan, lib. 14. Pitfcottie. 
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C H A P.c^fplolls of Gafton de Fois ; and thcfe tears of emulation 
XXVIII. were held to be fure prognoftics of his future valour. THe 
**— V*"*-' renewed the treaty which Lewis had made with Henry ; 
'S"S* and having left every thing> as he thought, fecure be- 
hind him, he marched his armies towards the fouth of 
France; pretending, that his fole purpofe was to defend 
his kingdom againft the incuriions of the Swifs. That 
•formidable people (till retained their animofity againft 
France ; and having taken MaximiKan, duke of Milan, 
under their protedion, and indeed reduced him to abfo* 
lute dependence, they were determined, from views both 
of honour and of intereft, to guard him lagainft this in* 
vader ^ They fortified themfelves in all thofe vallies of 
the Alps, through which, they thought, the French muft 
Fr§grefs neceflarily pafs ; and when Francis, with great fecrecy, 
of Francis induftry, and perfeverancc, miAt his entrance into Pied- 
tbefirft, mont by another paflage, they were not difmayed, but 
defcended into the plain, tlmugh unprovided of cavalry, 
and oppofed themfelves to the progrefs of the French 
xyb Sept. arms. At Marignan, near Milan, they fought with Francis 
one of the moft fiirious and beft contefted battles^ which 
is to be met with in the hiftory of thefe latter ages; and 
it required all the heroic valour of that prince to infpirc 
his troops with courage fufBcient to refift the defperate 
aflautt of thofe mountaineers. After a bloody adion in 
the evening, night and darknefs parted the Combatants ; 
but ifcxt mornings the Swifs renewed the attack with 
equal alacrity ; and it was not till they had loft all their 
braveft troops that they could be prevailed with to retire. 
The field was ftrowed with twenty thoufand flain of both 
. ffdcs ; and the marefchal Trivulzio, who had been pre- 
fent at eighteen pitched battles, declared that every en- 
gagement, which he had yet feen, was only the play of 
children ; but that the adion of Marignan was a combat 
of heroes ^. - 

After this great viflory, the conqueft of the Mi- 
laneze was cafy and open. Francis, fenfiUe how import- 
ant the alliance of the cantons was, even in their loweft 
fortune, gave them all the conditions, which they could 
have demanded, had they been ever fo fuccefsftil ; and he 
courted their frlendlhip by every poflibte condefcenfion. 

The 

' Memoires du Bellai, lib. i. Quicciardintj lib. 12. 

^ Hifloicc dc \% Liguc dc Cambray. 
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The Venerians were in alliance with France ; and as C H A P. 
they tnifted entirely to the fucceffes of that crown for XXVIII. 
the final recovery of their dominions on the continent^ ^^— v**-' 
they feconded Francis in every enterprixe. Pope Leo, 'S^S- 
whofe fole fault was too great fineffe and artifice, a fault, 
which, both as a pried and an Italian, it was difficult for 
hiai to avoid, had hitherto temporized between the par- 
ties ; and Francis's vidory at Marignan determined him 
abfolutely to embrace the friendihip of that monarch K 
But what both facilitated moft, and fecured the conqueft 
of the Milaneze, was the refolution taken by Maximi- 
lian Sforxa himfelf, who, tired of the viciflitudes of his 
fortune, difgufled with the tyranny of the Swifs, andde- 
firous of privacy and repofc, put himfelf into Francis's 
hands ; and having ftipulated a yearly penfioti of thirty 
thoufand ducats, refigned all pretenfions to that dutchy, 
and retired into France. 

The foccefe and gloiy of the French monarch began Jeahujy 
to excite jealoufy in Henry; and his rapid pr^grefs, ^ ^^^^ 
though in fo diftant a country, vras not regarded without 
appfehenfions by the Engli(h miniftry. Italy was during 
that age the feat of religion, of literature, and of com- 
merce; and as it poflefled alone that luflre, which has 
fince been (hared among other nations, it fixed the at- 
tention of all Europe; and every acquifition, which was 
made there, appeared more important than its weight in 
the balance of power ftiould, ftriSly fpeaking, . have made 
it be efteemed. Henry alfo thought, thaukp had reafon 
to complain of Francis for fending the dS^ of Albany 
into Scotland, and undermining the power and credit of 
his fifter, the queen dowager **. Thef repairing the for- 
tifications of Tcrofienne was alfo regarded as a breach of 
treaty. But above all, what tended to alienate the court 
of England, was the difguft which Wolfey had taken 
againft the French monarch. 

Henry, on the conqueft of Tournay, had rtfufed to 
admit Lewis Gaillart, the bi(hop eled, to the pofleiTion 
of the temporalities, becaufe that prelate declined taking 
the oath of allegiance to his new fovereign ; and Wolfey 
was appointed, in his room, adminiftrator of the bifliopric. 
As the cardinal wiftied to obtain free and undiilurbed 
' pofleflion, 

^ Guicdardini, lib. la. PauHusJovIus. ^ Pere Daniel, 
voliii. p. 31, 
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CHAP, pofleflion, he applied to Francis, and defired him to bc- 
XXVIII. |low on Gailkrt fome fee of equal value in France, and 
^'— >r**-^ to obtain his refignation of Tournay. Francis, who ftiU 
15 (5* hoped to recover pofleiTion of that city, and who feared, 
that the full eftablifliraent of Wolfey in the bi(hopric . 
would prove an obftacle to his purpofe, had hitherto ne;- 
gleded to gratify the haughty prelatp ; and the biihop of 
Tournay, by applying to the court of Rome, had obtain- 
ed a bull for his fettlement in tha^ fee. Wolfey, who 
cxpeSed to be complied with in ev^ry requeft, and who 
exaded refpe£t even from the greatefl monarchs, refent* 
ed the flight put upon him by Francis ; and he puflied 
bis mailer to feek an occaflon for wreaking his vengeance 
againfl that monarch ^< 

Maximilian the emperor was ready to embrace evpry 
propofal of a new enterprize; efpeciaily if attended with an 
offer of money, of which he was very greedy, very prodi- 
gal, and very neceffitous. Richard JPace, formerly fecretary 
to cardinal Bambridge, now fecretary of date, wasdifpatch- 
ed to the court of Vieona, and had a commifiion to pro- 
pofe fome confiderablis payments to Maximilian ^A He 
whence made a journey into S witz^erland ; and by like mo- 
tives engaged fome of the cantons to furnifh troops to the 
jemperor. That prince invaded Italy with a confiderabte 
iglfed from before Milap, be retreat- 
Germany, xn^^ peace with France 
id Verona to that republic for a fum 
excluded himfelf, in fome m^afure, 
s into Italy. And Henry found, that, 
or fix hundred thoufand ducats, in 
cardinal's refentment, he had only 
e with Francis, without dimini0)ing 
the power of t hat prince. 

There were many reafons, yrhich ^aged the king 
not to proceed farther at prefent in bis enmity againft 
France: He cquU hope for affiftance from no power in 
.Europe. Ferdinand, his father in-law, who b^ often 
deceived him, was now declining fail through age and in- 
firmities; and a fpeedy pjeriod was locjied for to the long 
and profperous reign of that great monarch, Charles 
prince of Spain, fovereign of the Low Countries, defired 

nothing 

•^ Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. ^ Petrus de Angleria, epift. 568. 
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AOtUi^ but peace vrith Frtncisj vrho had it fo much ifl C H A F. 
his powCT, if provoke, to obftn^ hi» peaceable aocciBoB XX Vin. 
lo that rich inheritance, which was awaiting him. The ^ -^-**^ 
pope was overawed by the power of Francet and Venice ^StS* 
was ei^aged in a clofe alliance with that monarchy ^. 
Henry therefore was conftrained to remain in tranquillity 
during feme time ; and feemed to give himfelf no con- 
cern with reg^d to the a£Fairs of the continent. In vain 
did Maximilian endeavour to allure him into fome ex- 
pence, by o£Fering to make a reiignation of the imperial 
crown^ in his favour. That artifice was too grofs to fuo- 
ceed even with a prince fo little politic as Henry; and 
Pace, his envoy, who was perfeQly well acquainted with 
the emperor's motives and charafter, gave him warnii^ 
that the fole view of that prince^ in making him (o liberal 
an offer, was to draw money from him. 

While an univerfal peace prevailed in Europe, that iji^^ 
event happened, which had fo )oi^ been looked for, and 
from which fuch important confequences were expeded, 
the death of Ferdinand the Chatholic, and the fucceffion 
of his grandfon, Charles, to his exienfive dominioas. 
No commotion, however, or alteration followed immedi- 
ately upon that great incident. This young prince, who t$tbjMh 
had not yet reached his fixteentb year, was already an 
able ftatefnian, fron^ the excdlent education which he 
had received, and frcm the mature and folid judgment, 
with which nature had endowed him. He was fenfible 
how important it was to prefervc peace with foreigners, 
till he ihould have eftabliflied his authority in his Be w do- 
minions ; and finding Francis defirou^ to take advantage 
of his prefent fituation, he made him an off^er of fuch 
terms as gained the friendihip and alliance of that mo- 
narch. He engaged to marry Francis's daughter, tho'^nly 
an infant of a year old ; to receive as her dowry adl her fa- 
ther's pretenfioqs on the kingdom of Naples ; to pay hini 
a hundred thoufand crowns a year, till the confumnwtion 
of the marriage; and to give the king of Navarre fatif- 
fadion with regard to his dominions ^. C^iarles, having 
iiniflied this treaty at Noyon by his minifters, and having 
thus left every thing in fecurity behind hiih, departed 
for Spain, and was willingly received to the government 

of 

** Guicciardini, lib. la. ^Recueii de Trait6s par Leo- 
pard, ^oin. ii. 
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CHAP, of the united kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon. The 

XXVIII. *right of fucceffion by in his mother, Joan, who was ftill 

^— v^*-* alive 5 but as (he wastifually difordered in her judgment^ 

>5^7- I\erdinand had left the adminiftration to his grandfon, 

Charles; and the dates, both of Caftile and Arragon^ 

gave their confent to this dcftination. 

The more Charles advanced in power and authority, 
the more was Francis fenfible of the neceflity he lay un- 
der of gaining the confidence and friendfliip of Henry; 
and he took at laft the only method by which he could 
obtain fuccefs, the paying court, by prefents and flattery, 
to the haughty cardinal. 
1518. BoNNiVET, admiral of France, was difpatched to 
London, and he wasdireScd to employ all his infinuation 
and addrefs, qualities in which he excelled, to procure 
himfelf a place in Wolfey's good graces. After the am- 
bafiador had fucceedcd in his purpofe, he took an oppor- 
tunity of cxprefling his matter's regret, that, by miftakes 
.and mifapprehenfions, he had been fo unfortunate as to 
lofe a friendship, which he fo much valued as that of his 
eminence. Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honourable ad- 
vances from fo great a monarch ; and he was thenceforth 
obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour 
of the French alliance. The more to engage him in his 
interefts, Francis entered into fuch confidence with hiro, 
that beaiked his advice even in the moft fecret affairs; 
and on all difficult emergencies had recourfe to him as to 
,an oracle of wifdom and profound policy. The cardinal 
made no fecret to the kiiig of this private correfpondence ; 
and Henry was fo prepoflefled in favour of the great ca- 
pacity of his minifter, that, he faid, he verily believed 
he would govern Francis as well as himfelf ^. 

When matters fcemed fufficiently prepared, Bonni- 
vet opened to the cardinal his mafter's defire of recover- 
ing Tournay; and Wolfey immediately, without hefita- 
tion, engaged to efFeSuate his purpofe. He took an op- 
portunity of reprefenting to the king and council, that 
Tournay lay. fo remote from Calais, that it would be ve- 
ry difficult, if not impoffible, in cafe of a war, to keep 
the communication open between thefe two places : That 
as it was fituate on the frontiers both of Prance and the 
Netherlands, it was expofed to attacks from both thefe 
countries, and muft neceffarily, either by force or famine, 

fall 
* Polydore Virgil, lib. zj. 
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fall into the hands of the firft aflkilant : That even tn time CHAP. 
of peace, it could not be preferved without a large gar- XXVIfl. 
rifon, to reftrain the numerous and mutinous inhabitants, ^^— v-*--^ 
ever difcontented with the £ngli(h government : And that > $ * 8. 
the poffeflion of Tournay, as it was thus precarious and 
expenfive, fo was it entirely ufdefs, and gave little or no ' 

means to annoy, on occafion, the domiuions, -either of 
Charles or of Francis. 

Thes£ reafons were of themfelves convincing, tind 
were furc of meeting with no oppofition, when they 
came from the mouth of the cardinal. A treaty there- 7oumay 
fore was entered into for the delivering up of Tournay ; delivertd 
and in order to give to that meafure a more graceful ap- t^Fnmce. 
pearance^ it was agreed, that the dauphin and the prin- 
cefs Mary, both of them infants, (hould be betrothed, 
and thai this city fhould be confidered as the dowry 61 
the princefs. Such kinds of agreement were then com- 
mon among (bvereigns, though it was very rare, that the 
interefts and views of .the parties continued fo fteady as 
to render the intended marriages effeSual. But as Hen- 
ry bad been at confiderable expence in building a citadel 
at Tournay, Francis agreed to pay him 600,000 crowns 
at twelve yearly payments, and to put into his hands eight 
hoftages, allof them men of quality, for the perforntiance 
of the article ^. And left the cardinal (hould think him- 
{elf negleSed in thefe ftipulations, he promifed him a 
yearly penfion of twelve thoufand livres, as an equiva** 
lent for his adminiftration of the bi(hopric of Tournay. 
He alfo engaged to recall Albany from Scotland. 

Francis having fucceeded fo well in this negociation, 
began to enlarge his views, and to hope for more confuk' 
rable advantages, by pra^fmg on the vanity and felf-con- 
ceit of this favourite. He redoubled his flatteries to the 
cardinal, confulted him more frequently in every doubt 
or difficulty, called him in each letter, fat her 9 tutor y go* 
vemor, and profefied the moft unbounded deference to 
his advice and opinion. All thofe caieffes were prepara- 
tives to a negociation for the delivery of Calais, in con- 
fideration of a fura of money to be paid for it ; and if we 
may credit Polydore Virgil, who bears a particular fpite 
to Wolfey, on account of his being difpoffeflTed of his em- 
ployment and thrown into prifon by that minifter, fo ex- 
traordinary 
* Memolres du Bcllay, llv. 1 . 
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CHAP, traordinary a propofal met with a very fnvouf abk f^cp- 
XXVIII. tion^from the cardinal. He ventHred not, however, to 
^^*-->r-*««> lay the matter before the council : He was contented to 
»5*^», found privitely the opinions of the other ftiinifters, by 
dropping hints in converfation, as if he thought Calais a 
ufelefs burthen to the kingdom '^ : But when he found, 
that all men were ftrongly riveted irt a contrary perfua- 
Con* he thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in 
hi^ purpofe ; and faHing, foon after, into new connexions 
with the king of Spain, the great friendfliip between 
Francis and him began gradually to decline. 
Weifejap' The enormous pride of Wolfey was now farther en- 
pointedU-^ creafed by a great accefiion of dignity and power which 
gat^. he had received. Cardinal Campe^io had been fcnt as 

legate into England, in order to procure a tythe from the 
clergy, for enabling the pope to oppofe the prbgrcfs of 
the Turks; a danger which was become real, and wsis 
formidable to alt Chriftendom, but which had been fb of* 
ten employed to ferve the interefted purpof(is of the court 
of Rome, that it had loft all influence on the minds of iht 
people. The clergy refufed to comply with Leo*s de- 
mands: Cafnpeggio was recalled; and the king defired 
of the pope, that Wolfey, who had been joined in this 
commiflion, might alone be inveiled with the legantine 
power ; together with the right of rifiting aH the clergy 
and monafteries, and even with fufpending all the laws of 
the church during a twelve- month. Wolfey, having ob- 
tained this new dignity, made anew difplay of that fksHc 
and parade, to which he was fo much addiSed. On fo- 
lemn feaft-days, he was not contented without faying 
mafs after the manner of the pope himfelf : Not only he 
had bifhops and abbots to ferve him; he^even engaged? 
the firft nobility to give him water and the towel. He 
affeQed a rank fuperior to what had ever been claimed by 
any churchman in England. Warham, the primate, 
having wrote him a letter where he fubfcribed himfelf, 
your loving brother ^ Wolfey complained of his prefump- 
tion, in thus challenging an equality with him. When 
Warham was told what offence he had given, he made 
light of the matter. «* Know ye not," faid he, *< that 
** this man is drunk with too much profperity ?'* 

But Wolfey carried the matter much farther than 
vain pomp and oftentation. He ereSed an office, which 

he 
'^ Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. 
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be tailed thcf legantine court ; and as he was now, by C H A P. 
means of the pope's commiffion and the king's favour, XXVin. 
invefted with all power, both ecdefiaftical and civil, no ^^— v^*-*-* 
man knew what bounds were to be fet to the authority of 151^* 
this new tribunal. He conferred on it akind of inquifi- 
tbrial and cenforial powers even over the laiety, anddi- 
reded it to examine into all matters of confcience ; into 
all condud which had given feandaf ; into all a&ions, 
which, though they efeaped the law, might appear con- 
trary to good morals. Offence was juftly taken at this 
commtiion, which was really unbounded; and the peo- 
ple were the more di%ufted, when they faw a man^ 
who indulged himfelf in the licenfes of pleafure, fo fe« 
vere in repreiling the leaft appearance of inmiorality in 
others. But to render his court noore obnoxious, Wolfey 
made on^ John Allen judge in it, a perfon of fcandalous 
life ^, whom he himfelf, as chancellor, had condemned 
for perjury : And as this man either cxaded fines from 
every one whom he was pleafed to find guilty, or took 
bribes to drop profecmions, men concluded, and with 
feme appearance of reafon, that he (hared with the car- 
dinal thefe wages of iniquity. The clergy, and in parti- 
cular the monks, were txpokd to this tyranny ; and as 
the libertinifm of their lives often gave a juft handle 
s^ainlfl them, they w^re obliged to buy an indemnity, by 
paying large fums of money to the legate or his judge. 
Not contented with this authority, Wolfey pretended, 
by virtue of his conmliffion, to aflunoe the power of all 
the bifliops' pDurts; particularly that of judging of Wilb 
and Teftaments ; and his deciitons in thefe important 
points were deemed not a little arbitrary. As if he him- 
felf were pope, and as if the pope could difpofe abfolute- 
ly of every ecdefiaftical eftablifhment, he prefented to 
whatever priories or benefices he pleafed, without regard 
to the right of eleftion in the monks, or of patronage 
in the ncbility and gentry ^. 

No 

^ Strype*s Memorials, vol. 1. p. 125. 
^ Polyd6re Virgil, lib. 27. This whole narration has been 
copied by all the hiftorians from the author here cited : There 
are many circumftances, however, veiy fufpicious, both becaufc 
of the obvious partiality of the hiftorian, and l^ecaufe the 
parliament^ when they afterwards examined Wolfcy's conduct, 
could find no proof of any material crime he had committed. 
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CHAP. No one durft carry to the king any complaint againtt 
XVIIK thefe ufurpationsof Wolfey, till Warham ventured to in- 
y— v-*-*-* form him of the difcontents of his people. Henry prb- 
*S*9- feffcd his ignorance of the whole matter. ** A man,'* 
faid he, ** is not fo blind any where as in his own houfe : 
*^ But do you, father," added he, to the primate,. ** go 
** to Woliey, and tell him, if any thing be amifs that 
•< he amend it." A reproof of thb kind was not likely 
to be cfFedual: It only ferved to augment Wolfey's en- 
mity to Warham : But one London having profecuted 
Allen, the legate's judge, in a court of law, and having 
€onvi£led him of malverfation and iniquity, the clamour 
at lad reached the king's ears ; and he exprefled fuch dif- 
pleafure to the cardinal, as made him ever after more cau-^ 
tious in exerting his authority ^. 

While Henry, indulging himfelf in pleafure and 
amufement, entrufted the government of his kingdom to 
this imperious minider, an incident happened abroad^ 
t2tB Jan, which excited his attention. Maximilian the emperor 
Death of died, a man, who, of himfelf, was indeed of little con^* 
* the empe- fequcnce ; but as his death left vacant the firft flation 
r9r Maxi^ among chriftian princes, it put all mens fpirits in agitation*^ 
mHan. and proved a kind of awa in the general fyftem of Europe. 
The kings of Prance and Spain immediately declared 
themfelves candidates for the imperial crown ; and em- 
ployed every expedient of money or intrigue, which pro- 
mifed them fuccefs in fo great a point of ambition. Hen- 
ry alfo was encouraged to put in his pretentions ; but his 
minifter. Pace, who was difpatched to the ele^rs^ 
fpund that he began to fo^icit too late, and t^at the votes 
of all thefe princes were already pre-engaged either on 
one fide or the other. 

Frakcis and Charles made profeffion from the be- 
ginning of carrying on this rivalfiiip with ^emulation, but 
without enmity ; and Francis in particular declared, that 
his brother Charles and he were fairly and openly fuitors 
to the fame miftrefs : The more fortunate, added he, 

will 

^ This year and the foregoiag the fweatlng iickne6 raged 
anew in England, It was called Sudor Anglicusy becatife few,? 
except the Englifh nation, were attacked by it. Its malignity 
was fuch, that it commonly killed within three hours of its 
rommencement. Some towns loft by it an half, others two 
thirds of their inhabitants. 
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mU tarry %er ; and the other tnuft reft contented^. But CHAP. 
ril med apprehend^, that this extreme modferation^ XXVIU. 
however reafonaUe^ would not be of long duration ^ and • — v**"^ 
^t incidents would certainly occur to ftiarpcn the minds '5*9- 
of the candidates agaiAft eac^ other. It was Charles who Clmrktt 
at laft prevaikdy to the great difappoint^ent of i\it king of 
French monarch, who ftill continued to the laft in tht^/'ww* 
fctlief, that the majority of the etedoral college was en- ^^fi^ 
^gied ini his favour. And as he was feme years fuperior ^^t^^* 
m age to -his rivjl,* and, after his viftory at ^arignan> 
and conqueft of the Mllanefe, much fuperior in renown> 
lreec»dd not fopprefs his indignation, at being thus^ ip 
the face <X. all Mankind, a&er long and anxious expeda* 
tion^ poAponect in fi> important a pretenfion. Prom this 
.eonlp^ition, as m^ch ^as from oppofrtion of interefts, 
arofe (hatvtoKlktionbetw^een thoTe two gi^eat nionarchs^ 
whicfh, #hile it kept their whole age 4 n movement, fete 
Ifhem in 4b reniailcabie a contraft to each other: Both df 
them piinces endowed with talents and abilities ; bravc^ 
afpmtog,^^tve, induftrious; hcknred by their fervants 
amd'Ti^'das, dreadedf by their 'enemies, and refpeSed by . 
>^ the' world: Francis, open, frarfc, liberal, nwniBccnt, 
trartytng thefc virtues toanexcefs which prejtidiced his 
iafiE4rs: CHartes, poHttcal, clofe, artificial, frugal; bet- 
"itx quafified to obtain fuccefs in wars and in negotiations^ 
efpecially the latter^ The one, the more amiitblemanf 
the other, the greater monarch. The king^ from his 
overfij^ts and indifcretions, naturally expofed to misfor- 
-¥u^^; but qualified, 4)y his fpirit and nla|nanimity, to 
extricate hindtfelf from them vrith honour : The emperor, 
'4jylmHJefigtiing^ intereft^d charaSer, fitted, jn His great- 
eft facceflfes, to excite jealoitfy^nd oppofition oven among 
bis aHies, and to rotdze up a multitude of enemies, in 
the place <A one whom he had fubdued. And as the per- 
iwttl qualities of thefe ptikces thus counterpoifed each 
ether. To -did the advanti^es and tiifadvantages of their 
dominions. Fortune alon^, without the concurrence of 
pradence or valour, never reared up of a fudden fo great 
a power as that which centered in the emperor Charles. 
'He reaped the fucceOion of Caftile, of Arragon, of 
Anfiria, of Burgundy: tfe inherited the conqueft of 
^aples, of Granada: Elej&ion entitled him to theem- 
VoL.iV. G pirc: 

** Belcario> lib. j6. Gui«cwrdin, lib. 13. 
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C H A F. pire : Even the bounds of the globe fcemed to be enlarged 
XXVIII. a little before his time, that he might poffefs tb^^whcje 
^'"'"v — -^ treafure, as yet .entire and uprifled, of the new world, 
'5^9* But though the concurrence of all thcfe advantages forna- 
ed an empire, greater and more extendve than an)r kopwii 
in .Europe fince that of the Romans, the kingdoo} of 
France alone* being clofe, compad, united^ rich, popu- 
lous, ai}d being interpofed between all the provinces ojf 
Charles's dominions, was able to make, a vigorous oppcb 
iition to his progrefs, and main^in the conteft.againu 
him. 

Henry poflefled that felicity, of being able,, both by 
the native force of his kingdom a^d its fituation, to 
' hold the balance between thofe twoj^wers; and had he 
^nown to in()prove| by policy and prudence^ thjs iingglar 
and ineftimable advantage, he was really, by jneans Cff 
it^ a greater prince than either of thoie mighty monarchal 
who feemed to ftrivc for the dominion of Europe. ^ But 
this kin^ was in his chara3er heedlefs, inconfiderate, ^a- 
priciotis, impolitic; guided by. his paflions. or his favou- 
rite : vain, imperious, haughty; fegietimes aduated by 
friendfhip for foreign powers,, oftner by refentment, . fel- 
. donpi by hrs true intereft. And thus, though he triumphed 
in that fuperiority which his fituation 10 Europe nve 
him, he never employed it to his own effential and c^ra- 
,ble advantage, or that of bis kingdom. 

I^^RAN.cis was well acquainted with Henry's oharac* 
ter, and endeavoured to accotpmodate his c0ndud;.toit. 
He folicited an interview near Calais; in expedation of 
/>f/^fa>fM(;, being able, by fan\iliar converfation^ to gain upon his 
htiveen friendfhip and confidence. Wolfey eameftly fegonded 
Henry this propof^t ; and hoped, in the prcfence.of both qourts, 
anJ Fran" to make parade of his riches, his fpjendor, and his influ- 
cis at Ca- ^^^^ over both monarchs ^. And as Henry hiinfeif loved 
pomp and magnificence, and had entertained a curiofity 
of being perfpnally acquainted with the French King, he 
very chearfully adjufled ail the preii^ninaries of thisiater- 
view. . The nobility of both natipns ftrove to fuj;pafs 
each othcF in pomp and expence : Many of them involved 
themfetves in large debts, and were not able, by the. pe- 
nury of their whole lives, to repair the vain fpjendor of 
a few. day?. The duke of Bqckingham, who, though 
very rich, was fotnewhat addided to frugality, finding 

the 
•* Polydore Virgil^ lib. 27. 
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the |)refMimtion$ for this Fefkivd amount to imftwftnfc ftims> C U A P. 
threw out fome expreffio^of difple^fiire againft thb car.i> XXVIII. 
dtnal, whom he believed the author of that meafiire^ : ^^^*V-^-^ 
An imprudence which was not forgot by that minifter. 15.20. 

While Henry was preparing to depart for Calais, he The em" 
was farprized to hear that the emperor was arrived zXperor, 
Dover; and he immediately -haftened thither with the^Cbarles 
queen, in order to give a fuitable reception tt) his jfoyal w^^^' ih 
gueftv That great prince, politic though young, having ^HJ^^^* 
heard of the intended interview between Francis "nd^^i^v 
Hem-y, was appreheiifive of the confequenlcesi and was^^* 
refolvcd to take the opportunity, in his paffage from 
Spain to the Low Countries, to make the king (lill a 
higher compliment, by paying him a viiit in his own do« 
minion&«. Befides the marks of regard «nd attachment 
which he gave to Henry, he ftrove by every tcftimony • 
of fricndihip^ by flatteries, proteftations, promifes ahd 
prefents, to gain on the vanity, the avarice^ and the am^ 
bition of the cardinal. He here inftilled into this afpir^ 
ing prelate the hope of ^ataining the papacy; and as that 
was the fole point of elevation, beyond his prefent great* 
nets, it. was fure to attradhis wiihes with the &me ar-i- 
dour> as if fortune had never^ as yet, favoured him with 
any (^ her prefents. In confidence of reaching this dig- 
nity by the emperor's affiftance, he fecretly devoted him- 
felf to that .monarch's interefis ; and Charles was per- 
haps the more liberal of bis promifes, becaufe LeO wad 
a very young man \ and it was not likely, that, for tiiany 
years, be would be called upon to fulfil his engagements^ 
Henry eafily obfervedthis courtfhip paid to his minifter; 
but jnftead of taking umbrage at it, he only made it a' 
fubjed of vanity; and believed, ^that^ as Wolfey's fole 
fupport wiais • his favour, the obeifance of fuch mighty 
monarchs to his fervant^ was in reality a more confpicu* 
dus homa^ to his own grandeuri 

The day of Charle«*s departure;, Henty went over 3o/^</ 
to Calais with the queen and his whole cburt ; and fi-om Maj. 
thence proceeded to Gi^lfnes, a fmall toWn near the fron- 
tiers. Francis, attended in like manner^ came to Ardres^ 
a few miles diilant ; and the two monarchs met, for the 
firft time, in the fields^ at a place fituate between iht{t 
two towns, but dill within the Engliih pale : For Francis 

C-a agreed 

<^ IWd. lib, xxvii. Herbert. Hdlkgflied, p. 855. 
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CHAP, agr^ ^ p^y th^ compliait^l to Heory» in oonfidfiW^oii 

XX,VHI. of ^at pp^e^'ft pa&ng the fw, that he might be preftW 

VrvT'*-/ at the int^^vie^w. Wolfey, to whom both kii^ hid cn- 

»5*9' trufted thq fegulttion of th«, ceremonial, contrived this 

cifciin^ft^oces 19 oriler to do honour to his mafier. 

Ttt^ (wo mcuitfchs, after £%luting eacl^ other in tbe^ 
moft cordial ni«naet, reticcd into a tent which had been. 
ere£ted on purpofe^ and Uicy held a ferret conference to*/ 
getber* Hanry here propofed tf> make ibme ameiidments 
on i|he articles of their ionn^r alliance; and he began to 
rend tihi^. ti^eatyy / Hemyt King: Thefe ^ere thefirft 
"^Qrd^ ; and he ftopt a moment. He fubjoined only the 
t^rd&9 ^f England,, without adding^ France ^ the nfuai 
iiyte oC the EngViih ' mooaix^ ''« Francis remarked 
thi». d^^cacy^ and exprefled b^ a fmtle hb approbation 
• of it. ! 

I|£ tooh^ a^ ^oppoitomty (bon after of paying a com*- 
pljment to.Hc;niy of a more flattering nature^ That ge» 
nerous prince, niUi of. hononrVfaimrelf^ and incapable of 
diftruftingiOtherSj» wasihockedatall the precautions which 
-were obferved^ whenever be had an interview with the: 
EngUfii monaich 9 /Thie number of their guards and at* 
tfrndanis was. carefully connted on both' iides : Every fliep 
wa$ fcrupti^fly meafured and adjufted : And if the two 
^ kings propofed to pay a vlQtrto the queens^ they departed 
from their fe veral' quarters at tbe fame inftftot, which was 
inarked l^y, tbe firing of a culverini; they pdTed each 
o(her \vK the middle point betweoi tbe [daces ; and ajt the 
fame infiant that Henry entered Ardres, Francis pat biro- 
felf iQt0:. Iibe hands of the £ng^^ at Guiihes. In order 
to break' off this tedious c^reihonyy which Contained fo 
many diihonourable implications^ Francis, one day, took 
with hinv two gentlemaaand a page> and rode dtrefiUy 
into Guifne^. The guards were furprised at the prefence> 
. of the monarch, who called^aloud ta them, Tm^are aU 
my prifmfrs r Carry me. to youn tnajier^ Henry was. equal- 
ly a^Qniihed at the appearance of Francis ; and taking 
hifi^ in his arms, ** My brother," faid he, ** you have 
** here .played me the moft agreeable trick in the worlds 
^* and have fiiewed me ihe ^1 confidence I may place 
/^ in you: l. (urrender my felf your prisoner from diis 
. ** moment." He took frcmi his neck a collar of pearis^ 

worth 
^ Memoirs de Fleurang^js, 
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worth 15000 Migds^; and putting it about KmciiVyCH A P. 

|>eggcd bim to yrear it for the fake of his prifoiMr. Fran- XXVilL 
CIS agreed, but on ooiu|itioi^ that jHteiiry fliould wear « ^ - v *^*^ 
bracelet, of which be made him a prefeot, and which wa$ ^^' 
^uble in value to the collar ^. Th(e kii^ went aest da^ 
to Ardres, without guards or attendants; and confidence 
being now fitUy eftabliihed between the monarchs, they 
empToyef} the re^ <^ the time entirety in tournaments 
and JTeftivs^la, 

A DfFiAsr.C£ ha^ been fent by the two Kings to each 
Other's court, aujd through all the chief cities of Europf^ 
importing, that, Henry and Francis, with fourteen aids, 
would be ready, in the plains of Picandy^ to anfwer alt 
comers^ that were gentlemen, at tilt, tourney^ and bar-* 
fiers. The mpnarchs, in order to bxlfA this ^ilenffe, 
advanced into the field on horfeback, Francis furroyhoe^ 
with Henry's guards, and Henry with thofe of Praneifc. 
They were gorgeoufly apparelled ; fuut were both of 
them the moft comely perlbnages of their age, as well as 
the moft expert in every military exer^ife. They earrm) 
airaj the prize at all trials in i)^ok roi^ and dai^eroas 
paftimes; and feveral horfesand f iders w.efe ovetthrovm 
by their vigour and jdextwty. This ladies Were tbe 
judges in thefe feats pjF cbiyaky, and p«t an end to tfa^ 
^-encounter, whenever they ju((%ed it e|:pedieot. Henry 
lereded a fpacious hoafe pf wood and cai^as, which faa4 
been framed m Lppdon^ fn^he here feafted the Frendi 
nionarph. He ha4 pl^^ced a mpttp on ttiis fabric, under 
the figul'e of an Englifli arcW embroider^ on it^ Qma4* 
iareo praiej^ 'j fie prevails iii^^ i favour. 9: Expreffing his 
^wn iituation, as holding in his hands the bajanee of 
power among the potentiates of Europe, In thefe enter- 
tainments more than |n ^Py feriops bulinefs, di^ ^ jtwp 
lungs pafs their tim^, ti(l their departure. 

H£K|(.Y, after his return to Calais, pai|l a vifit toz^iijun^- 
the emperor and MArgar4^t of Savoy at Gravelines, and 
fsngaged them to go along with him to Calais, and pafs 
fon^e days in that fortreis. The artful and politic Charles 
here comj^eat^ the impreflion, which he had be^ii to 
inake o^ Henry and his fovo^ite» and ei&ced all >t^ 

frien^Mbipj^ 

^ An^ngei was then eftimated at feven fbillings or near 
twelve of our prefent money. 
^ MemoircsdeJleuranges. ^ Mczeray. 
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C H A P. fncndfliip, to which the frank "and liberal Aature '^f 
XXVIII. Francis h2<l given birth. As the hodfe of Aiiftriar bcgato 
*-""^^'**^ fenfibly to take the afcendant oyer the French nronarchy, 
-^5?^ • the infcrcfts of England required, that fome fupport (toul^ 
^>e ^vcn toth45 latter, and above all, that any important 
wars Ihould be prevented, which might beftbw on ?Hl^er 
of them a decifive fupcriority over the other. But the 
jealoufy of the Englifti againft France has ever prevent- 
ed a cordial union beiween thcfe nations: And Charles^ 
fcnfible of this hereditary animofity, and defiroiis farther 
,to flatter Henry's vanity, had fnadc him an offer, (an 
offer in which Francis was afterwards obliged to concur) 
that he ihouldbe entire arbiter in any difpute o^ difference 
that ihould ^rife between the moparchs. But th^ great 
mafterpiece of Charles's politics was the fecuring Wblfey 
in his interefts, by v<ery important fervices, apd ftir\ 
higher promifes.' He renewed affurances of affifting hirn 
in obtaining the papacy ; atki he put him in prefent poi- 
feffion of the revenues, belonging to the fees of Badajoi^ 
and Palencia in CaAile. The acquifitions of Wolfey 
were now become fo exorbitant^ that, joined to the pen- 
lions from foreign powers, wtich JHenfry alJpwed him to 
poffefs, his revenues were coniputed nearly to equal thofc 
which . belonged to the crown itfelf; and he fpent them 
yrith a magnificence, or rather an oftcntation, which gave 
general offence to the people; and' muc^i leffened hh^ 
inafter in the eyei of all foreign nations ^. 
l^arbe^ Thk violent perfonal emulation and political jealoufy, 
i*ween which had taken place between the emperor and the 
Charles Fre.rich king, foon broke out in jaftion. Francis fcnt an 
and Fran army ii^to Navarre Under the command of de Foix, in or- 
cis. der to replace the family of Albert in pofifeffion ofthat 

kingdonrv;: and this enterprize could not have beien com- 
plained of as a* breach of treaty, had de Foix confined 
hi rafelf to that equitable undertaking. But after he had 
fubd vied Navarre, finding Spain in great diforder from 
the infurreftions of the people, he thought the opportn- 
nity favourable, and he ventured, with Francis's'jlppro- 
badoTi, to lay fiege to Logrogno in Caftil^i This invar 
tfionj contrary to- wh^t was expeiSed, put an_erd to the 
.domefticdiffentionsof the Caftilians ; who attacked the 
trench, obliged them to raife the fiege, purfued the ad- 

vf^nfAge 
^.Pol3^dorc Virgil. Hall, 
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rantage, and entirely expelled them from Navarre, whidi CHAP*' 
has ever fmce remained united with the Spaniih monar- XXVIII. 
chy ^ Robert de la Marck, duke of Bouillon, and prince ~-^~"*^ 
bf Sedan, having received Tome djfguft from the gover- '5**» 
ne(^ of the Lc^v Countries, had taken arhis'and invaded 
thdfe provinces ; and had cytn fent a challenge or de* 
fiance to the emperor himfelf *: A boldneis, which 
feemed entirely unaccbvintable, except on the fuppofition 
that this petty prince received fecret encouragement frpn^ 
Francis. On the other hand, Charles, in order to chaf- 
tife the infolence of Robert, had levied a powerful arn^y, 
and advanced to the frontiers of France, which he threat* 
ened with an invafion. Hoftilities were foon carried far- 
ther ; his generals befieged Moufon, which they took ; 
they inveQe^i Mczierea, where they met with a repulfe. 
In Italy likewife the |wo monarchs were not inaftive. 
Francis negpciated with the pope, in order to engage 
him to concur in expelling the iihperialifts from Naples : 
But Charles had the addrefs to finiih his league with the 
ferae power for expelling the F^nch frpm iViilan ; and 
the united arms of the allies had itiyaded that dutchyj, 
and had almoft entirely ^niftied their enterprize. 

Whie thefeannbitiQtis atid warlike princes were aSing 
in a hoftile manner ag^^inft each other in every part of 
Europe, they ftill made pfbfeflions of the'ftrongeft defifc 
of peace ; atid both 9/ them carried inceflantly their com- 
plaints to H^nry, as to the umpire between the^ti. The Afaiiatioti 
Kng, who appeared neutral, engaged them to fend their o///<pw:r- 
ambafBidors to Calais, there to negociate a peace under 
the mediation of Wolfey and the pope's nuncio. The 
emperor was well acquainted with the partiality of thefe 
mediators; and his demands in the conference were fq 
linreafonable, as plainly proved him confcious of this ad- 
vantage. He required the reftitution of Burgundy, a 
prbvincfe, which many years before had been ceded to 
France by treaty, and which, if in his poffeffion, would 
have given him accefs into the midft of that kingdom: 
And he demanded to be freed from the homage, which 
his ^nc^ftors harfever paid for Flanders and Artois, arid 
which he himfelf had, by the treaty of Noyon, promifed/ 
to'reii^w; On' Francis's rejeSing thofe terms, the cpq- 
. . ' \ grefs 

^ Vc^a^ hift, d^ CharL V. ^ Mepioires de Bellay, lib. i . 
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C H A P.g;refs at Calais broke up, and Wolfey, foon after,, took, 
XXVIIL ajoHrney to Bruges, where he mcrwith thecniperor, 
^^-— v*^*-' He was ifepeived with the feme ftate, magnificence, and 
>5«i' refpea, as if he had been th^ king of England Kimfelfi 
z^B Nov. and he concluded in his niafter's n^ipf an pffeiifive alli- 
ance with the pope and the eihperor againft France. He 
engaged, that Eiigland ftiould next fummer invaifc tbafe 
tingdoin with forty thou&nd men ; and tie betrothed to 
Charles the princefi Mary^ the king's only child| who 
had now fpine pro^^ of ipheriting the crown. Thi^ 
extravagant allianfce, which w^s prejudicial to the inte^ 
refts, and might have proved fatal to the liberty and ip? 
dependence of the kingdom, was the refult of the ha*- 
mours an^, prejudices of the king, ^d the private views 
^d expe3ations pf the cardinal. 

The people faw every day ne^ inflances of the uncop* 
trouled authority of this minifler. 'the duke of ^uc^Ct* 
ingham, conflable of £ng}$ipd, the firft nobleman bo^ 
foi* family and fortune iot the kingdonr, hM been fo un* 
fortunate as to give 4i*guft tp the cardinal ; ^ it wgs 
libt long before he fo^nd reMbn to repent his indii^retioi^, 
7ridlan4 He feems to have been a m^n fiiU of levity and ralh pro- 
conJem- je^s^ and being infat^iated with Ju^i^ afliiologyf h^ 
nation of entertaine4 comriierpe with one Hopkins, a Cartriiifiaii' 
tbeihiieoff^hf^ wbo encouraged him in the notiopiof his mount- 
Bucking- ingone day the throne of England, lie was defcend- 
^^'"^ cd by a female from the du)tc ^f Ctpcefter, youngeft 
fon of Edward the* third ; and though h^ claim toVbe 
t:rown was thereby very iremotCi he had been fo impru- 
dent as to let fall fome e^preflSons, as if he thought bina- 
felf bed intitled, in cafe the king (hould die witnout ii& 
t6 poflefs the royal oignity. He \\%Ji not even abftaiil 
from threats againft the king^s life, an4 &*4 p{PYi4c 
himfelf of arms, whiph he intei|ded tp employ^ mc^fe^ 
favourable opportunity (hould offer. He was brought tp 
1^ trial ; aiid the dt^ke of Norfolk, whpfe fonj^. the earj of 
Surrey, had married Buckingham's daughteri was creatipd 
lord fteward, in order to prefide at this folemu procedure. 
^The ji^ry confifted of a duke, a mar(jui5,-feven eiMr}s,and 
twelve barons; and they gave th'eii- verdi^ag^Uift Buck- 
ingham, which ws^s foon :^fter cVried ipto^ eipec^tipn. 
There is no reafon to think the fentcnce unjuft ^ ; but as 

Buckingham's 

• fierbert. Hall. Stowe, 513. Holing/l^ed, p. 86a. 
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BadLingham^s crimes fccmcd to proceed morcfroii indif- CHAP., 
cretion tban deliberate malice, the people -who loved him, XXVI II. 
expeSed that the kiog would grant him a pardon, and ^^'-^v*^ 
afcribed their diiappcliltment to th^ matice and revenge *5^i* 
of the cardinal. The king's own jcaloufy, however, of 
all perfons allied tp the crown, was, nof withftandiog bis 
undoubled title. Very remarkable during the whole courfc 
df hfs reign \ and was alone fufiicient to render him im- 
placable againft Buckingham. The office of condable, 
which this Dobleman inherited from the Bobuns^i earls of 
Hereford^ wiw fgrfeitcd^ )»p4 >^^ pg ycr i^fter revived bjf 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



Digrtffton concerning the ecclejiajiical Jlaie.^-' — Origin of 

the reformation, Martin Luther, , Henry receives 

the title of Defender of the Faith, Caufes of the pro-, 

grefs of the reformation, iVar with France. * . ■ 

Invafton of France. — ^^War with Scotland.---' — A 

*^ Parliament, — "^Invafton of France,-^ — Italian wars. 
— — The king of France invades Italy. ■ ■■ Battle of 
Pavia and captivity of Francis, i ■ ' Francis recovers his 
liberty. Stack of Rome, ". League with France. 

CHAP. TOURING fome years, many p^rts of Europe had 

XXIX. ' % J been agitated with thofe religious ccvntroverfies, 

Vwiir-*^-*^ " d the reformation, one of the greateft 

15^21. y: But as it was npt till this time, that 

;land publickly took; part in the quarrel, 

ifion to give any account of its rife and 

ill no^ be neceffary to explain thefc thco- 

; or what is mop>S^ materii^, to trace firom 

^ « ic abufcs, which* (b generally difFi^ed the . 

rieformafion of the church pr ec^leCafti- 

s^ome highly expedient, if npt abfolutely 

; fhali be fetter enabl^ to con(»prehend 

we takq the matter a little higher, and 

[It on the reafons, why tbepe muft be an 

rder, and a public eflablifhment of reli- 

ivilized community. The importance of 

ifion will, 1 bope, pxcufe this Ihort di- 

greffion^ 

DigreSiM Most of the arts and profeffions ia a ftate arc of 

^f^IfL fuch a nature, that, while they promote the intereffs o£ 
concern" % c * 1 ir /-ri 11 /• 

instthe *be focicty, they are alio ufeful or agreeable to fom^ m- 

^cclefinf- dividuah ; and in that cafe, the conftant rule of the ma^ 
ticalflaie. giftrate, except, perhaps, on the firft introduftion of 
any art, is, to leave th^ profedion to itfelf,' and truft its 
encouragement tA the incHviduak who reap the benefit of 
it. The artizans, finding their profits to rife by the fa- 
vour of their cuftomers, encreafe, as much as poflible, 
their ikill apd induftry ; and a3 niatters ar^ not difturbed 

by 
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]by ally injudicious tampering, the commodity is always CHAP, 
fure to be at all times exaflly proportioned to the demand, XXIX. 

But there are alfo fomc callings which, though uie- '^ — ^^"T^ 
ful and even neceflary in a ftate> bring no advantage nor iS^** 
pleafure to any individual ; and the fuprcpae power is 
obliged to alter its conduS with regard to the retainers 
pf thofe profeffions. It muft give them public epcou- 
ragement in order to their fubmlence ; and it mu(l: pro^ 
vide againft that negligence, to which thev will naturally 
be fubjed, either by annexing particular honours to the 
profeflion, by edablifhing a long fubordination of rank$ 
and a ftfift dependance, or by fome other expedient. 
The perfons, employed in the finances, armies, fleets^ 
and magiftracy, are inftances of this order of men. 

It may naturally be thought,, at firft view, that the , 
ecclefiaftics belong to the hrft clafs, and that their en- 
couragement, as well as that of lawyers and phy(icianS| 
may fafely be trufied to the liberality of individuals, who 
are attache^ to their dodrines, and who find benefit or 
fonfolation firom their fpiritual miaiftry and afllftance. 
Their induftry and yigil^nc^ will, no doubt, be whetted 
by fuch an additional motive ; and their (kill in the pro-^ 
feffibn, as vrell as their addrefs \n governing the minds of 
the people, muft reccjve daily encreafe, from their en- 
creafing pradice, 4udy, and attention. 

But if we coplider the matter more clofely, we (hall 
find, tjiat this interefted diligence of the clergy is what 
every yriff legiflatpr will ftudy to prevent ; becaufe in 
(tvery religion^ except the true, it is highly pernicious, 
and it has evf n a natural tendency to pervert the true, 
by infiifing into it a ftrong mixture of fuperftition, folly ^ 
and delufion. Each ghoftly praSitioner, in order to ren- 
der himfelf mere precious and facred in the eyes of his 
retainers, muft infpire them with the moft violent abhor- 
rence againft all other feds, and continually endeavour, 
fey fomfe novelty, to excite the languid devotion of his 
audience. No regard will be paid to truth, morals, or 
^kcency in the doSrines inculcated. Every tenet will be 
adopted that beft fuits the diforderly affeSions of the 
human fi-^me. Cuftomers will be drawn to each conven- 
ticle by new induftry and addrefs in praSifing on the paf- 
fions and credulity of the populace. And in the end, 
the civil magiftr^e will find^ that he has paid dearly for 
his pretended frugality, in faving a fettled foundation for 
* ^ ' the 
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C H A P. ^^ priefis ; and that in reality the mod ilecent and ad* 
XXIX. vantageous compofition, which he can make with the 
J— v-^-' fpiritual guides, is to bribe their indolence, by affixing 
IS*'* ftated falaric? to their profeffion, and rendering it faper- 
fluous for them to be farther aStive, than Anercly to pre- 
fcrve their flock from ftraying in qiiell of new paftuf es. 
And in this manner ecclefialUcal eUablifliments, though 
commonly they arofe at firft from religious views, prove 
in the end adva^ita^eous to the political interefts of fo- 
eiety. 

But we may obferve, thit few e^cleAaflical eftablifh- 
tt^ents have beeen fixed tipop a worfe foundation than that 
of the church of Ron>e» or have been attended with cir- 
cumftances more Imrtfu) tcr the peg^^ and happinefs of 
mankind, ^ 

The large revenues, privileges, immuni^ics^ andl 
powers of the clergy rendered them foTmidabl^ to the pi- 
vil magiftrate, and armed with too e^tenfiye authority 
an tjrder of men, who always adhere plpfcly tpgether^ 
and who never want a plaufible pretence for their en*- 
proachments and ufurpatiops. The higher dignities of the 
church ferved, indeed, to the fuppprlt pf gentry gndnot 
bility ; but by the eflablifhipents of mona{lerieS| ipany 
of the loweft vulgar V^ere taken from the pfeful arts^. ana 
mailitained in thofe receptacles p{ poin an^ jgnorance. 
The fupreme head pf the church was a tqreigii potentate-^ 
guid.ed by interefts^ always ^i^ereqti ff^metimes pontrary 
to thofe of the comfnunity. And as the hierarchy wa§ 
neccjafarity folicitous to preferve an unity pf faith, r^te^. 
and ceremonies, all liberty of thought r^n a manifeft rifque 
of being extinguifhed ; and violent perfeeatipns^. or wb^ 
^ was worfe, a ftupid ^nd abj^fl; cr^ulity* took place five- 
^ ry where, . ^ 

To encrcafe thefc evils, th$ izhurch^ though ftie pof- 
fefled large revenues, was not contented with her acquifi^ 
tioBs, but retained a power of praQifing farther on the 
ignorance of mankind. She even befto«^ed on each indi' 
vidua] prieft a power of cnriohing him&rlf by the voluntas 
ry oblations of the faithful, and left him ftill a powerful 
motive for diligence and induftry \% his caHing. And 
thus, that church, though an expenfive and bnrthenforaf 
cflabtifhmcnt, was liable to many of the inconvenicncies, 
which belong to an order of priefis^ trufted entirely to 
their owfi |rt and invention for attaining a fub,6ftence* . 
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The advantages, attcndiog the Romifii hierarchy, C H A P. 
were but a fmall compenfation for its inconveniencies, XXIX. 
The ecdefiallical privileges, during barbarous times, had ^^— v-^ 
ferrcd as a cheque to the defpotifm of kings. The union *5*^* 
of ail the weftern churches under the fupreme pontiflF fa- 
cilitated the intercourfe of nations, and tended to bind all 
the parts of Europe into a clofe connexion witji each 
other. And the poihp and fplendor of worfhip, which 
belonged to {t> opulent an eftabli(hment, contributed in 
fome re^ds, to the encouragement of the fine arts, and 
began to diffufe a general elegance of tafte, by uniting it 
with reKgip^. 

It wifl eafily be conceived, that^ though the balance 
of evil prevailed in the Romifli church, this was ^ot the 
chief reafdn, which produced the reformation. A conr 
eurrencc of incidents muft have contributed to forward 
that great work. ^ 

-tio the tenth, by his generous and enterprizing tem-Ori^n ^ 
per, had very niuch exbaufted his treafury, and W2&th*rtfmr^ 
obliged to nuke if fe of every invention, which might 1 
yield money, ip order to fupport his prcyeSs, pleafures^ 
and UberaHties. The Tchemc of felling indulgences 
was fiiggefted to him, ^ an expedient which had oftea 
fef ved in former times to draw money from the cbrifliaa 
world, and make deVout people willing contributors to* 
the grandeur a'nd riches of the court oF Rome. < The 
church, it w^$fupppfcd, was pciffefled of a great ffock of 
merit, as being emnledtb all the good works of the faints^ 
beyond what were emptoyed in their own juftificatlpn ^ 
and even to the merits of Chrift himfelf, which were 
infimtcand unbcutided: And from this unexhaufted trea- 
fury, the pop^ might retail particular portions, apd by 
that tcafGc acquite money, to be employed ip piou^ pur- 
poi^, the rettffing the Turk, or iubduing fchifmatic?. 
When the mpnfcy cime into his treafury, the greatefl pa^C 
of it wastifually djverted to other purpo^ K 

It is comrrionly believed, that Leo, from the p^ne-? 
tration of his genius, and his familiarity with antient li- 
ferature, was fully acquainted with the ridicule and fallacy 
of ihe doQrineis, which, as fupreme pontiff, he was 
o^ged by his intereft tt> promote : And it is the Uk won^ 
der, therefore, that he employed for his profit thofe pi- 
ous 
-*► FathcrRiul, Slcrdan, 
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CHAP, ous frauds, which his predeccflbrs, the moft ignorant and 
XXIX. credulous, had always, under plaufiblc pretences, made 
^ — '/ — -^ ufe of for their felfim purpofes. He publiflied the fale oF 
^S^*- a general indulgence *; and as his expellees had not only 
exhaufted his ufual revenue, but even atuieipated the 
income of this ex;traordinary expedient, the feveral 
branches of it were openly given away to particular per- 
fons, who were entitled to levy the ittipofition. The. 
produce particularly, of Saxony ^nd the countries bor- 
dering on the Baltic, was afligned to his fifter, Magda- 
lene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Innocent the 
eighth ; and flie. In order to ehhance her profit, had 
farmed .out the revenue to one Arcemboldi, a Genoefe^ 
now a biihop, formerly a merchant, who ftill retained 
all the lucrative arts of his former profcflion ^. The 
Auftin friars had ufually been employed in Saxony to 
preach the indulgences, and from this truft had derived 
both profit and confideration : But Arcemboldi, fearing-^ 
left praSice might have taught them means to fecret 
the money ^, and expefking no extraordinary fucccfs 
from the ordinary methods of colleSionj gave this occu- 
pation to the Dominicans. Thefe monks, in order to 
prove themfelves worthy of the diftinSion conferred brt 
thenrt, exaggerated the benefit of indulgences by the 
moft unbounded panegyrics ; arid advanced doSrines on 
that head, which, though not more ridiculous than thofe 
already received, were fuch as the ears of the people 
were not yet fully accuftomed to. To add to the fcan* 
dal, the colledors of this revenue are faid to have lived 
very licentious lives, and to have fpent in taverns, gafti^ 
ing houfes, and places ftill more infamous, the money, 
which devout perfons had faved from their ufual ex- 
fences, in order to purchafe a remiflion of their fins \ 

All thefe circumftances might have given offence, 
but would have been attended with no event of any im- 
portance, had there not arifen a man, qualified to take 
Martin advantage of the incident. Martin Luther, an Auftin 
Luther, friar, profefTor in the univerfity of Wirtemberg, refent^ 
ing the affront put upon his order, began to preach againft 
thefe abufes in the fale of indulgeiiccs ; and being natif^ 
rally of a fiery temper, and being prpvoked by oppofition, 
he proceeded even to decry indulgences themfelves^ aqd 

^ he 

^ In 1 5 17. ^ Father Paul, Sleidan. ^ Father Paul, 

Jib. I, K Ibid. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



H E-,^.B Y VIIT. 31 

was thence carriedi b'y tie heat of difputc, to queftion CHAP 
the authority of the j^ope, from which his adverfaries XXIX. 
derived their chief arguments againfl him ^. Still as he ^— v — > 
enlai^ed hisreadiilg, m order to fupport ihefc tenetsi he «S*** 
difcdvered fome new abufe or en^brin' the church of 
Rome; and finding Ms' opinions greedily hearkened to, 
he promulgated them by writing, difcourfe, fermon, con- 
ference; and daily encreafed the number of his difciples; 
All Saxony, all Germany, all Europe were, in a very lit- 
time, filled with the voice' of this darin? innovator; and 
men, roufed from that lethargy, in which they had fo 
long flept, be^an to call in queftion the mo()t antient 
and mod received opinions. The cleftor of Saxony, 
favourable to Luther's doSrine, proteSed him from the 
violence of the papal jurifdi£kion: I'he'republic of Zuric 
even reformed their church according to the Qew model : 
Many fovereigns of the empire, and the imperial diet 
itfelf, {hewed ^ favourablie difpofition towards it: And 
LiUtKer, a man naturally inflexible, vehement, opiniona- 
tive, was become incapab}e» either from promifes of ad* 
vancemeht, or terrors of feverity, to relinquiih a fed, of 
which he was himfelf the founder, and which brought 
^hinia glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of diQating 
the religious faith and principles of multitudes. 

The rumour of thefe innovations foori reached Eng- 
land ; and as there ftill fubfided in that kingdom great 
remains of the Lollkrds, whoffe principles refembled thofe 
of Luther, the new doSrincs gainiSd fccretly many par- 
tizans among the laity of all ranks ^nd denominatiofis. 
But Henry had been educated in a Arid attachment to 
the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice 
againft Luther, who, in his writings, fpoke with con- 
tempt of Thomas Aquinas, the King's favourite author: 
He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the Lu- 
theran tenets, by all the influence which his extenfive 
andalmoft abfolute authority conferred upon him: He 
even undertook to combat ihem with weapons not ufualfv 
employed by moriarchs, eifpecially thofe ih the flowed ^f 
Iheir age, and force of their paflions. He wrote a boqk 
in Latin againft the principles of Luther ; a performance, 
which, if allowance be made for thefubjedand'the dg6, 
does no difcredit to his capacity. He fcnt a copy of it to 
Leo, who ireceived fo magnificent a prefent with great 

tcftimdfiy 
^ Father Paul, Slcidan, 
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CHAP. teilinioDy of regard ; apd conferred on faim, the tiftc ojf 
XXIX. defender (^ thefmfMi ao appellation ftill FetaipcM) by the 
^*-*^^"^ kfingi pf Eu(g)and» JLmher, who ^as in thchc^t of ^op- 
ij^i. troverfyj, foo^ wrote an ^nfwer to^Henry; an^ wjtl^ojut 
^T^ 7" ^^S^^^ ^'^ ^^^ jdi^ty of his ant^pnjftj treated him with 
7ufd' ^^ ^^^ acrimony of ftylc, to which; in the cour(^ pfhis 
fender If P^^^''^^^* he had.fo long been accuftpmed. The K^rng, 
the faith, ^y ^^^^ ^'^ ^^ag^, was ftjl more pr^i^dif ed apinft \\^i ^ew 
doSrines; ,but the public, who naturally fiavoyr the 
weaker party, w^re inclined to attribute to Luthef- the 
viftor)r in the diipute ^, And i^ the,c9ntroyer(y t^came 
more illuftrunis, ^y Henry^s ?nt^nn^ the lifts, it drew 
ftitl more the attention of mankiil^» and the Lfpthefan 
doQ^ine ac<jiMr(?d d^ily new converts in every part of 
Europe. 
Cauftsof T«£ quick and furprizing prcgreli of this hp^d' fe^ 
the pro- jnay.Juftly in p^rt be afcribecj^ to the Ute inve^tiion ,<if 
grefs of the j^nuiw^f aqd revival of leai^oin^!: Not tW reafon ,^)or^ ' 
reformatio any confidcraWc ihare, in opening men's eyes With re- 
•»• ^ard to the inripo0pres of the Romilh church : Fpr 6f kll 

hcanches of iitcrAture* philofophy had, as yet, and till 
long afterward^, made the moft inconfide^able progtefsj; 
xeither is there any ir^ftance where argument has bfcen 
able to free the people from that enormous load ef ahitof- 
J/dity, with which fop^rflitionha^ every where overwhelflo- 
edthem: Not^ to ; mention, that the rapid advance tof the 
Xutheran doSrine,i and the violence, with whic;h it tras 
cnabracedi prove, fiifficieptly, that, it owed not its fticcefs 
tp reafon and rcfleiftion. The art of printing aiid i^t i;e- 
.vivalof learning forwarded its progress in another nian- 
ner. By means of that art, the books of Luth^tr ^nd his 
' fc^aries, full of vehemence, declamation, and a^TUde dld- 
cjuence, were prop^ted more quickly, ^t[A m^reat^r 
numbers. The minds of men, fco^ewhat awakened it(^ 
a profound fle^p of fo many centwiies, wcfre prepared for 
every novelty^ and fcrupled.lefs^p tread in any Unofual 
path, whiqh was opened to them. And as copies pf the 
Scriptures and other ^ntient raJonumcnis of theChriftijan 
faith became, more common, men pcrceivied the inttovi- 
tion?, which were introduced ^.fyer the fiVft centut^es; 
— and though argument and reafonlng could i^ot,givfe con- 

.viQion, an hjftorical faS, well' fiipported, \was^ able to 
. l»akc imprcflicn 6n their underriandings. Many of the 

powers* 

^ Father Paul, lib. i. 
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)k>w^« in^fucd, aflviined by the church of Rotnet vrcxe CHAP, 
very antient, an^ were prior to almoft every pohtical go- XXIX. 
yefninent ellablifhed in Europe : 3ut as the ecclefiaftics ^^ — "^^"^^^ 
would npt agr«t to poflfefs their priyilegea as matters of *5^»* 
civil right, whi^h time coi^ld rjfnckr valid, but appejtledj 
(liU to a ^ivin^ origin, men were tempted to look into 
their primitive charter; and ihey could, withput n^uc^ 
difficulty., perceive its defed in trqth and autlKnticity. 
In order to beftow oo this topic the greater influence, 
X-uthf r ?"^ ^>^ followers, not fattsfied with oppofing the 
pr^tendeii divinity of ihp Rpmifli church, and difplaying 
Xh^ t^iTipof^ inf:o;ivei]i^ncies of thsit eftablifhment, car- 
ried mf n^fs much farther, an4 tr^ted the religion of 
their anceitors as abon^inable, deteftable, damnable; 
Refold l^y ffcred writ itrelf ^ tbp fpurce of all wicked- 
De^ fkud pollutipn* They denpnajnated the pope anti- 
cbf ift, called his communion the fcarlet whor^. and gave 
io RoQie thf; appellation of Babylon ; e^preftions, which^ 
bowever applied^ were to be found in Scriptufe, an4 

wl^i^h yfBfe lict)ter c^\f^U\ 
Ihin ^hf 4m0 folic) arguoj 
*«ffecution op thjB ope h^ 
te 9il)fr, fpany of the « 
e jc^rwity jheir pppofitiqii 
li^d ifi (contradidioii to th< 
l^hicp that cofDiBunioo 
eaxl^f^al^^c |lr^ip fif dieyoi 
%vanices, rites or eercmpi 
fny(lerjp^$ ibec'feaof iait^^;^ 
extacy./ The nevf feftarii 

inde£!|tijgable in the propagation pf their dpdrine, and 
Ici at dfefiance ai\ the an^hemas and punishments^ with 
vhijcli the Rpmifin pontitfendeavoiired tooven^^Helm thena. 

That the civil power, however, might ffibrd thcrah 
protedion againft the ecdejififlicaj jiirifdi&ion, the Lu- 
therans advanced do(drines favourable, in fome refpe^^ 
to the temporal authority pf fovereigny . They jnyeighed 
9j^ainft the abufes'pf the court of Rome, wi.th which ^lefi 
lyere ^ that tindje genen^liy difcontcnted ; aiwi efhprtcfl 
f^riqcjfs to rcinftatje thcmfelyes ip thofe powers, of which 
the eoicroaching (pirit of th^. ecpl|cfi{t|^ics^ ami efpecially 
of thp foycreign ppnti|flF, had (^ Ip^^fcajfcd thefn, '^bey 
condemned celit^y anil monaitic toVs| and tberebjr 
opened the doors' of the convents to thofe wha were ei* 

Vol. IV. P ther 
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C H A P.thertiredo(the obedience and chaftity^ or dtfgufted with 
XXIX: the licence, in which they hW hitherto lived. ' They 
-^^^■'**-' blamed the exceffive riches, the idlenefs, the libertinifin 
iS^'' of the clergy; and pointed out their treafures arid reve- 
nues as la wtul fpoil to the firft invader. And as the ecde* 
fiaftics had hitherto conduced a willing and a ftupid au- 
dience, and were totally unacquainted with contfoverfy, 
much more with every fpecies of true literature ; they 
were unable to defend themfelves againft men, armed 
with authorities, citations, and popular topics, and qua-^ 
lified to triumph in every altercation or debate. Such 
were* the advantages, with whvth the reformers began 
their attack of the Aoman hierarchy ; and fuch were the 
caufes of their rapid and aftonifhing fuccefs. 
\ft Dec. Lko the tenth, whofe overfights and t0o fupinc truft 
in the profound ignorance of the people had eiven rife to 
this fed, <but whofe found judgment, moderation and 
tetnper were well qualified to retard its progrefs, died ia 
the floorer of his age, a little after he received the king's 
book againft Luther; and he was fucceed^d in the papal 
chair by Adriiin, aPleming, who had been tutor to the^ 
cmjpefor Charles. This man was fitted to gain on the 
reformers by the integrity, candour, and fimplicity of 
manners, which diftinguifhed his charafter ; but,* fo vio- 
fcnt were their prejudices againft the church, he rather 
hurt the caufe by his imprudent exercifc of thofe virtues. 
Ht frankly confeiOfed that many aboniinable and deteftabie 
praSices prevailed in the court of Rome; and by this 
fincere avowal, he gave occafion of much triumph to the 
Lutherans. This pontiff alfo, whofe penetration was not 
equal to his good intentions, was feduced to concur in that 
league, which Charles and Henry had formed againft 
France"; and he thereby augmented the fcandal, occa- 
sioned by the praftice of*^ fb many preceding popes, who 
ftlll made their fpiritual arms fubfervient to political pur- 
•pofes. • 

The emperor, Charles j who knew, that Wblfey had 

received a difappointment in his ambitious hopes by the 

fckftion of Adrian, and who dreaded tHe refcntment of 

that haughtjr minifter, was folicitous to repair the breach 

26tb May: ^^^^ in their fricndfhipby this incident. He paid a new 

' vifit toEngland, and hfcfides flattering the vanity of the 

king and'tfce cardinal, he rienewed to Wolfey all the pro- 

* "' ' , ^ ' mifes, 

' Guicclardini, lib. 14. 
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irnfes,' which he had made him, of Teconding Ms prcten-C H A P. 
fions to the papal throne. Wolfey) fenfible that Adrian's XXIX. 
great age and infirmities promifed al'udden vacancy, dif- '^ ▼"^ 
fembled his rcfentmcnt,*and was willing to hope for a 'S*** 
rAore proi^erous iflue of the next eledion. The emperor 
renewed thfe treaty made 'at Bruges, to i^hich fomc arti- 
cled were added ; and ' he agreed to indemnify both the 
king and Wolfey for the revenues, which they Ihould 
lofe by a breach with France. The more to ingratiate 
himfelf ■ with Henry and the Englifh nation, he gave to 
Surrey, admiral of England, a commiifion for being ad- 
ihiral of his dominions; aiid he himfelf was infialled 
knight of the garter at Lond6n. After a ftay of fix weeks 
in England, he embarked at Southampton, and in *ttn 
days arrived in Spain, where he (bon pacified the tu- 
mults, which had arifen in his abfence ^ 

The kingdeclared war againft France; and this raea- 
fure was founded on fo little reafon, that he could alledge 
nothing' as a ground of quarrel, but Francis's refufal to 
fiibmit to his arbitration, and his fending Albany into 
Scotland. This laft ilep had not been taken by the ff^af tiuiti 
French king, till he was quite affured of Henry's refo- France. 
Imbnto attack him. Surrey landed fottie troops 2XJnvaJion 
Cherbourg in Normandy; and after laying wafie the of Francei 
country, he failed to Moriaix, a rich town in Brittany, 
which he tookand plundered. The Englifli merchants 
had great property in that place, which was no more 
fpared'by the foldiers, than the goods of the French. 
Surrey then left the charge of the fleet to the vice-admi- 
ral, and failed to Calais, where he took the command 
cf the Englilh army, deftined for the invafion bf France. 
This army, when joined by forces frortx the Low Coun**, 
tries under the command of the counf de Buren, confined 
inthe whole of 18,000 mert. "* 

The French Jiad made it a maxim in all their waif 
with the Englifh, fince the reign of Charles the fifth, 
never> without great neceflity, to hazard a general en- 
gagement; and the duk^ of Vendome, who commanded 
the French army, how embraced this wife policy. He 
fupplied the towns mod expofed, especially Boul(^e, 
Montreal, Tcroftenne, Hedin, with ftronggarrifons and 
}4enty of provifions: He himfelf took poftat Abbeville, 

Da with' 

' Petrai (te Angleria, epift. 765. 
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C H A^* with fome Swifs aud French b&ntry^ and a body of ca- 
. XXDC. valry: The coum of Guife encamped under Montreut) 
^— ^V"-V with fix tboitfand men. Thefc two bodies were in a fi- 
iSai. tuation to Join upon occafion ^ to throw fuccour into any 
town that was treiitened; and to harra6 the £ngli(h in 
every movement. Surrey^ who was not (upplied with 
magazines^ firft divided his army for the convenience of 
fu^hTiAingthem^ but finding that his quarters were every 
moment beaten up by the aQivity of the French gene- 
rals^ he drew together the forces, and laid fiege to Hedin. 
But neither did he fucceed in this cntcrpri^. The gar- 
rifon made vigorous Tallies uppn hi^ ^rmy : The French 
forces aflfaulted theni from without: Great rains fell: 
Fatigue and bad weather threw thefoldiers intodyfente- 
rtes : And Surrey ;wa9 obliged to raife the fiege, and put 
his troops into winter quarters about the end of OSober. 
His rear>guard wa$ attacked at Pas in Ariois; and five or , 
fix hundred men were cut off; nor could all his. e^orU 
make him mafler of one place within the French frontier. 
The allies were more (u^ccefrfwl in Italy. t«autrec« 
who commanded the French, loft a bloody battle at BU 
cocc^ near Milan ; a^nd was obliged to retire with the re* 
mains of his ^rmy. This mistortune, which proceeded 
.^ from Francis*^ negligence in not fupplying Lautrec with 

money *, was followed by tte lofs of Genoa. Thccailjc 
of Cremona was the fpt^ fortrefs in It^ly whi(;hremsdne4 
in the hand$ of the French. 

£y liO P¥^ vas now in fuch a fituation, an4 ib conned* 
ed by alliance and intereft, that it was alipoifl in>pofiible 
for war to be kindled in one part, and not diffule itfetf 
through the whole: But of all the leagues among kti^*- 
doips, the clofeit was that which had fo lox% fubfifted be-r 
tween France and Scotland ^ and the Fugtiih, while at 
war with the former nation, could not expe& to reqanin 
IVar ^tb ^g nnnwlefted on the northern frontier. No iiDoner had 
S<9tlanJ, Albany arrived in Scotland, than he took meafores for 
kindlu)^ a war with England^ and he fqmmoned the 
whole tofce pf the kingdom to oM^et in. the fields of Rof- 
l^neH He thence conduflted the anpy fouthwards in^e 
Annaridale; and prepared to pafs the borders at Sdw^y- 
Frith. „Bu^ many of the nobility were di%ufted W*th, 

the 

* . ' 

* Guicciardin^, lib. 14. '^ Btchanan, lib. 14. Drum- 
mond. Pitfcottie. 
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the regemS adftrfnlfttitidft; Md chfttnog, Att Ws con- CHAP, 
fitidtons with his native coaatry were tery IveUb in com- XXDC. 
partfon of thofe vrhich he maintained urith Fwnce, ihey ^ — ^^^"^-^ 
HHinv^ui^ed^ thut for thefakeof foreign intereftsy their peace ^ ^^• 
ihouldbefoofreniiHfturbed^ imd War, daring their king's 
mib^rity^ be wantonly entered into whh a neighbouring 
sntMHi, A> much fupertor in force and riches. The Gor* 
dons^ in {mrucnlar^ reftifed^ to mfurck aiiy fkrther; and 
Albany^ obCejrving a general dilcontent to prevaii, was 
obliged te eo^lole a fitice with lord DaCres, warden of 
the £ngti(h weft rhai'ches. Soon after he departed for 
France; aifid left the op^fite fa£tion fliould gather force 
in hisabfence, he fent thither before him the earl of 
AngU6> hu(band to the queen dowager. 

Nbkt jmsu^ H&iTf, that he miglM take advantage of 
the regent's abfence^ marched An army into Scotland un- 
der the cocnoKMfii of Surre^» who ravaged the Merfe and 
Twiotdate without opfyofitbn, ^nd burned the town of 
Jedburgh. The Scots had laeifrber king nor regent to 
condvA them: The tl^ HutvM had been put to death ; 
Angus was inamanneir banUhed: No nobleman of vigour 
or authority remained> who was ^jaalified to aflfume the 
government: And iht EngHfli monm-ch^ who knew th^ 
^rflrefled iituaiion «l the countrfi deter imned to pum 
them to extremity^ in hopes of <sngaging them, by the 
fenfe of (heir prelent miferies^ to mi\^ a folemn renuncii^ 
tion of the French aHiance, and embrace that of £ng<« 
land K He even gave them hopes «f eonrrading a nutr- 
riage between the 4ady Mufy* heirefi of England, and * 
their y^ung monirch^ istti ettpedient, which would for 
ever unite the two kiAgdoms^: And the queen dowagerj^ 
wfth her whole pAif y^ recommended every where the ad- 
vantages of thisaMrahte^and of a confederacy with Henry. 
They &id, that the interefts of Scotland had too lon£ 
been (ocrificed to thofe of the French nation, who^ 
whenever they found thetlifelves reduced to difficulties, 
caUed for the afliftdnce of their aHies; but wei^ ready to 
abandon themji fo foon as they found thei^ advantage in 
making peace with England: That where a fmall ftare. 
entered into (b <iofe a eonfederacy yrith a greater, it 
muft always ttptSt xhh treatment, as a confequence of 

the. 

* JBuchanan, lib. 14. Uerbtrt. ^ Le Qraod, vol. iii. p. 39, 
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C H A P. the QHtqual alliance ; but that there were peculiar circurO* 
XXIX. dances in the (Ituation of the kingdoms^ which^ in the 

V*v**-' prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable ; I'hat France was fo 
'5^3' diilantand fo divided Arpm them by feas, that flie.faarce* 
ly could by any means, a^ipd .iiever could in time; ikni 
iuccours to the Scot$, fufEcient t0.prote£l th^m i^inft 
ravages from the neighbouring kingdom : That nature 
had, in a manner, framed ap* alliance between the iwo 
Britifh nations; having epclpfed th^m in iKe fame ifland : 
given them the fame m^^nners, language, Uws, and form 
of governnient ; and prepared every thing for an intimate 
union between , them: Apd that, if national antipathies 
were abplifhed, which wonM Soon be the effed of peace, 
thefe two kingdoms, fecured by the ocean and by their 
domeftic lbrce> could fet.at. defiance all foreiga* enemies, 
^nd remain for ever faf^ ^t^ .urunote/led. 

dTHE partizans of the /Ei:ench alliance, feid, on the 
other hapd, ^ that the^ very r^afons^ , which were urged in 
favour of a league with England, the dofe neighbour- 
hood of iht k|ngdoi|i s^pd ii^s £iiperior f9rce,..were the 
real caufes, why a G^er^ .and durable confederacy could 
never be framed witj^ (hat hoAile nation: That among 
neighbojiring. ftates, jfifigafipfls pf quarrel were frequent; 
and the mc^f powerful peopU would be fure to feize eve- 
ry frivolous pretence foe; oppr^fling th^ weaker^ and reduc- 
ing them to ^ubjedion: That as the near neighbourhood 
of France and Eng^nd h^d jundl^d a war ^Imoft perpe- 
tual betweep x\ipmp it vi^fisj^h^ iptereft of th^ Scots, if 
they wilhed to (naiptaiij t.h^ir independency, to prefcrve 
their league witji the former kingdom, which balanced 
the force of the latt^n Tbfttjfthey deferted that ok) 
and falutfu-y alliance, on wb^cb their importance in Eu- 
rope chiefly dep^ndedf thejr antient enemies, Simulated 
both by i^tefeft and by pafliop, would foon. invade ihem 
•with (uperior force, and, reduce them tofulqeftioiv: Or 
if they delayed t|ie at^c^>.^be ipfidious peace, by mak- 
ing the Scots lofc the ufe of. arnos,. wpuld^only ,p(repare 
the way for a flavcry more certa'm and more iirrctrieva- 

ble^. ., . , , 

The arguments cmplpye4 by the French, pany^^ be- 
ing feconded l^y the n^ur^j prejudices pf the' people, 
ftpiemed rather to prevail : And when the regent himfelf, 
V^ho had been long detained beyond his appointed time 

.- , , . by 

1* Puchanai), lib. i.^. 
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by the terror of the Englilh fleet, at laft appeared am<wg C H A f . 
tbenis be was able to throw the balance entirely on that XXDC. 
(ide. By authority of the convention of dates, he aflem- ^^-^v-^^^ 
bled an arniy^ with a view of avenging the rav^es com- W3* 
roitted by the Englifli in the beginning of the canipaira; 
and he fed them fouth wards towards the borders, out 
when they were paffing the Tweed at the bridge of IVfeU 
rofe, the Engiifb party were again able toraife fuch oppor 
fition, that. Albany thought proper to make a retreat. 
He marched downy^ards, along thf banks of the Tweedj 
keeping that river on his right ; and fixed his camp bppo* 
fite to Werk-Caftle, which Surrey had lately repaired. 
He fent over fome troops to befiege that fortrcfs^ who 
made a breach in it, and ftormed fome of the outworks: 
But the regent, hearing of the approach of an Englifh 
army, and difcouraged by the advanced feafon, thought 
proper to difband his forces and retire to Edinburgh. 
Soon after he went over to France, and never again re- 
turned to Scotland. The Scots nation, agitated by their 
domeftic faftionsi were not, during feveral years, m^ 
condition to give any more diflurbance to England ; and 
Henry had. full leifure to profecute, hb deiigns on the con- 
tinent. 

The reafon, why theviraraga^nft France proceeded (o 
ilowly on the part of England was the want of nioney* 
AH Henry the feventb's treafures were long finqe dif^pat- 
ed ; the King's habits of expense ftill reoutined; aiid hi? 
revenues 'were unequal even to the ordinary fVpport of hi^ 
goyerhment| much more to his military epterprizes. He 
had laft »year caufed a general furvey to be ipade of the 
kingdom; the numbers of men, their years, profefEon^ 
flock, revenue^; and exprefTed great fatisfaSion on find- 
ing the nation fo opulent. He then ifTued privy feals to 
the moid wealthy, demanding loans of particular fums; 
and this a& of power, though fomewhat irregular and ty-r 
rannical; had been formerly pradifed by kings of Eng^ 
land ; and the people were now familiarized to it, But 
Henry carried his authority much farther on this occaflon^ 
He piiblifhed an ediGt for a general tax upon his fubjeds, 
which be ftill called a loan ; and he levied five fliillings 
in jthe pound from the clergy, two 0iillings from the laity. 
This pretended loan, as being more regular, was really 

rnpre 
^ Herbert. Stowc, p, 514. 
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e H A ^.mbrc cfengerous to the hberties of the peoj>te; ihd Was i 
XXIX. precedent Jot the king*s inipbfirig tkxes without cdttfewt 

.^**'-v^*^*-' of Parliament. 

*523- Hehry llrtritnotteda Parliament this year, t^ethct 

n^^^pr. f thcni in a dit. 

j4 Partia' ^ ^^^Jr p^vN 

^^^' y "^ould tarry 

had lindtrtftk^ii 
th the conTOti- 
itd ihfbencethb 
3e demahded E 
be levied in fiVb 
g that time; afed 
mWandfed fo ifc- 
i re^ueft Was at 
iKrards^ &tMide4 
!, dtrtie 'to the 
dahorat^fpfcech 
be dangeh of irt 
ed froni Prancr, 
d with \ht pope 
rkiit 6f Sq6,c»oo 
Its; afum>coaii 
to lie equivalent 
aVa rfe^ne, or 

i^tb'thjptfiWfion 
ilfrcteHhetpitt- 
rd wis fetorided 
d fevera! other 
rfe cbiild net ^ 
voted two fttil- 
wefity pbunds a 
hfo p^peffed bc^ 
i ftkr; and on 
f agd a ^odt Hr 
:Wo j^arFy pay- 
rticnts, and Was 
ce *th the pound. 

* This fiiryey or yaluation is liable to much fufpicjon as fc- 
iDg the remits a gr^at deal tod high : Unleifs the turn <onipre- 
h^nd the rcvenpes of all kinds. 

* Herbert. Stdwe, 518 Parliamentary fiiftory. Strype, 
yol. I. p. ^9, 50. 
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^Ilie pWB^ of tbe dommons Wat but the moiety of the C H A P. 
fiita demanded ; and the ctrdihiAl therefore^ much ftior- XXIX. 
xified with the difappointment, came a^ain to the hotefe, ^^— v***-* 
md idefifed to re^fon with fuch as refbfed to coitiply with > 5^3- 
the king^ reqoeft. He was told, that it was a rule of the 
lioufe never to reafon bat among themfelves; and his de- 
fire was r^Aed. The coimnotitj however, enlarged k- 
litde their former girant, and voted an tmpofition of three 
ihiUiogs in the pound on all pofieffed of fifty pounds k 
year, and upwards ^. The proceedings of this houfe of 
cbnrarons difeover evidently the humour of the times: 
Thev >Vere extremely teraicious of their money, and 
refu^a demand of the crown, which was far ffom bein|^ 
unreaibnable ; but they allowed an encroachmem on na- 
tional privileges to gafs ubcenfured, though its dired xptu^ 
dency was to fubvert entirely the liberties of the|^ople. 
The Ung was fo diffatisiied with this faving difpofition of 
the commcHis, that, as he had not called a ParliameiKt 
dunng feven years before, he allowed feven more to 
elapte> before hie fummoned another. An4 on pretencb 
of iiecefiity, he levied, in one year, from all who wer^ 
worth forty pounds, what the parliament had granted him 
^yable in four years ^ ; a new invaficiti of national privi- 
leges* Itiefe irregularities were dommonly afcribed to 
the cairdinars lOAinfets^ who> trufting tethe prdte£^ion, 

afforded 

^ It ii&id, fhat wh^ Henry heard that the commons made 
afreat difficiilcy of granting the required fitppfy, he was lb 
provoked* thai he fent for Edward Moatague, one 6f the 
members, who had a coniiderable influence on the bou(e ; and 
lie being introduced to his majefty» had the mortification to 
hear himTpeakln thefe words: Hot man! njoilltbey not fuffer 
n^hiUtApafi i? Arid laying his band on Montague's head, who 
was then on his inees before him : Get my hill pajfedhy to^mar- 
row, or elfetO'-morrcnv this headof yOurs jhnllhe off. This ca'- 
falier manner of Menry fucceeded : For ne!xt day the bill was 
{lafki. ColHns^s Britijb peerage. On^esUfeofWolfey, Wc 
«re told hyHaliy fol. 38. That cardinal Woh'ey endeavoofed 
to terrify the citizens of London into the genenri-toan, exa^M 
lA 152$, and told them plainly, that it tuere titter, that fonte 
jbould Suffer tndigerue^ than that the kir^ at this time Jbould 
lack i and therefore he'ware andreftjl not^ nor ruffle not in this 
fafty f^r it may fortune to Cojl fome people their heads. Such was 
the ftyle Employed by this king and his minifters. 
" Speed. Hall. Herbert- . 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND, 
afforded him by his ecdefiafttcflA'cbAOuSei:^ was the ]«Ai 
fcrapulous in bis encroachments on the civil rights of the 
nation. 

iS^3« That ambitious prelate received this year a new.diC- 
appointment in his aipiripg views* llie pope» Adciast 
the (ixth, died; and Clement the feventh^.of the htmly 
of Medicis, was eleded in his place^ by the concurrence 
of the imperial party. Wolfey begaii now to perceive 
the infincerity of the enoperor, and concluded that that 
prince would .never fecond his preteafions to the papal 
chair. This injury was highly refented by the cardinal^. 
:ind he began thenceforth to edrange himfelf from tht 
imperial courts, and to pave the way for an unicm be« 
tween his mafter aod the French king. Meanwhile he 
dtjDTembled his refentment; and after congratulating the 
new pope on his promotion, applied for a continuation of 
the legantine powers, which the two former popes had 
conferred upon him. Clement, knowing the importance 
of gaining his friendfhip, .granted him a citHnmiffion for 
life; and by this unufual conceflion, he in a uunner 
traAsferred. to him the whole pap^l authority in England. 
In fome particulars, Wolfey made a good wfe of this ex- 
tenfive power. He ereSed two colleges, one at Oxford, 
another at Ipfwicb, the place of his nativity: He fought, . 
all over Europe, for learned men to.fupply the chairs of 
thefe coHeges : And in order to befiow endowments oq 
them, he fuppreflfed fome fmaller monafteries, and diftri- 
buted the monks into other convents. The execution of 
this projed became the lefs difficult for hint, becauie 
the Romifli church began to perceive, that flie over. 
abounded in monks, and that (he wanted fome fupply of 
learning, in order to oppofe the inquifitive, or rather difw- 
putative, humour of the new reformers. 

The confederacy againft France feemed more fbrmi- 
dablc than ever, on the opening. of this campaign ^ 
Adrian, before his death, had renewed the league with 
Charles and Henry. The. Venetians had been induced 
to defert the French alliance, and to form engagements 
for t?e fecuring Sforra in pofTeflion of the Milanefe. 
The Florentines, the dukes of Ferrara and Mantua, and 
all the powers of Italy, combined in the fame meafure. 
The enr.peror in perfon menaced France with a powerfi|l 
invafion on the fide of Guienne : The forces of England 

and 
* Guicciardim, lib. i\. 
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aod tbe Netherlands feemcd ready to.break into Picardy: C H A P- 
-A nunverous body of Germans were preparing to ravage XXIX. 
. Burgundy : Bat all thefe perib from foreign enemies were ^^— Nr***^^ 
left threateiiii^ than a domefiic ccmfpiracy, which had >S*J^ 
been formiagy and which was now con>e to full maturity 
againft the French monarch. 

Ch ARLEis duke of Bourbon, conftable of France, was 
a prince of the moft fliining merit ; and, befide dtiUn- 
gttifhing himfelf in many militai*y enterpriz^es, he was . 
adorned with every accompliihment, which became a per> 
ion of bis high (btion. His virtues, embelKfhed with 
the graces of youth, had made foch impreifion on Louife 
of Savoy, Francis's mother, that, withcnit regard to the 
inequality of their years, (he made him propofals of mar- 
riage; andnieeting with a repulfe, (he formed fchefnes 
of unrelentittg vengeance againft him. She was a wo^ 
man, falfe, deceitful, vindl&ive, noaKctous; but, un* 
happily for France, had, by her capacity, which was 
confiderable, acc^uired an abfolute afcendant over her ion. 
,By her inftigation, Francis put many affronts on the 
conilable, which it was difficult for a gaOant fpirit to ea^ 
dure ; and at laft he pentaitted Louife to profecute a la w- 
futt againft him, by which, on the moft frivolous pre* 
tences, he was deprived of his ample pofTei&oiis^ ^and in- 
evitable ruin was brought upon him. 

Bourbon, provoked at ^l ^hefe ind^ities, and 
thinking, that, if any injuries could juftify a man in re- 
belling againft bis prince and country, he muft ftand ac<^, 
quitted, had entered into a fecret correfpondence with 
the emperor and the king of England.^. Francis^ pertiv 
4iacious in his deiign of recovering. the Milanele, bad 
propofed to lead his army in perfon into Italy ; and Botirr 
bon, who feigned fickneis, in order to have a pretence 
for ilaying behind, intended, fo Joon- as the kii^ had : 
croiEed the Alps, to raife an infurrcdion among his nu- 
merous valTal^ by whom be was extremely beloved^ 
and to introduce foreign enemies into rhe heart of the 
kingdom. Francis got ituimation of hisdefign; but not 
being prompt enough in fecuring fo dangerotts a foe, the 
conftable made his efcape^; and putting- himfelf in th^ 
emperor's fervice, did all the injuries to h is native coun- 
Iry, wh>ch his enterprizing fpirit and bis great talents for 

war 

^ Memolres du JBellay, !ir. 2. ^ Belcarius, lib, 17. 
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CHAP, ^"^r «niUed bim to j^erform. Cfairles profieflUt fitth re- 
XXK. gard for him» thttt he promifed trim hit fifter in mar- 

^* v -^ nage> Eleonori, wutc^r to EmanueU kitig of F^ortBgal ; 
iS'3' and when the oonAatde came to Madrid^ ibme dmie 
after^ the emperor received him with all the demonftra« 
tions of firiendihip^ He faid to a Spaniih grandee^ that 
he muft deiite him, while Bourbon refided id that ^iry^ 
to allow him to take up his relidence in bis houfe, as 

^ moft fuitable to his rank and qoalitjr. The nobleman 

^efdiedy with a Caftilian dignity, that his iftiajefty's de- 
Are was to him a fuificient reafon; but he Aiaft tell hiei 
beforehand, that fo foon as Bourbbn departed, he would 
Tit€ to the ground the heufe which had been poUst^d fay 
the prefence of fuch a traitor **. 

Ths king of England, definms that Francis (hould 
^indertake his Italian expedition, did not cipenLy threaten 
Picardy this year with an inrafioil ; and it wsts tate be- 
fore the duke of Suffolk, whb. commanded the Engltflt 

24/^ Jug. forces, pafled over to Calais. He was attended with ^ 
lords Montacitte, Herbert, Fernars, Morhey, Stnd^, 
Berkeley, Powis, and inany other noblemen and gentle- 

Inwufion of mtn ^. The Englifli army, reinforced by fome troops, 

France. <lnuvn from the garrifon of Calais, amoutt^d to about 
ia,ooo men ; and, having join^ an isqual number of 
Flemings under the count de Buren, they prepaid for 
an inva^on of France, ^he fiegSe of Boinogne was firft 
propofed ; but that enterprize appearing dilEcuk', it Was 
thought more advifeable to lieave this town befatnd thei*. 
The frontier of Picardy was verjr ill provided of troops ; 
and the only defence of that province was the adivity of 
the French officers, who infefted the alKed army in their 
mafch> and threw garriforo, with great expedilfioti, into 
every town, which was threatened by them. After 
coamng the Somme, and paffing Hedin, MoDtrethl, 
Dourlens, the Ehglifli and Flemings prefented themielves 
before Bray, a place of fmalt force, which conmiaiide4 
a bridge over the Somme. Here they were refolved to 
pais, and, if poAiMe, to take ;up winter quarters i^ 
France; but Creqoi threw himfelf into the town, and 
feemed determined to defend it. The allies attacked 
him with vigour and fuccefs ; and when he retreated 
over the bridge, they purfued him fo hotly, that they 
allowed him not time to break it down, but paflfed it 

aloi^ 
** Guicciardint. '^' Herbert. 
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along vnth him, and put his army to route. They next CHAP. 
idvaBced to Momdidier, which they befieged and took XXIX. 
by capituiatioa. Meeting with no oppofition, they pro» '- t^^^J 
ceeded to the river Oife, within eleven leagues of Paris, '5*3* 
and threw that city into great conftemation *; till the 
duke of Vend6me haftencd with fome forces to its relief. 
The confederates, then, afraid of being furrounded, and 
reduced to extremities during fo advanced a ieafon, 
thought proper to retire. Montdidier was abandoned: 
And the Englifh and Flemings went each into their 9wn 
country. 

Franc r defend^ herfelf from the other invafions 
with equal facility and equal good fortune. Twelve 
thoufand Lranfquenets broke into Burgundy under the 
command of the count of Furftenberg. The count of 
Guife, who defended that frontier, had nothing to op* 
pofe them but fome militia, and about nine hundred 
heavy^rmed cavalry. He threw the militia into the 
g^frifoiKtowns; and with his cavalry, he kept the fields 
^d fo harraflfed the Qermans, that they were glad to 
make their retreat into Lorraine. Guife attacked them 
AS they paffed the Meufe, put them into diforder, and 
cut off the {[reateft part of their rear. 

Thx ennperor made great preparations on the fide of 
Navarre; and, though that frontier was well guarded by 
ittture, it feetfied now expofed to danger from th^i 
powerful invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged 
Fontarabia, which had fallen a few years before into 
Francis's hands; and when he had drawn thither Lautrec, 
^he French' general, he raifed the fiege of a fodden, and 
f^t down before Bayonne. Lautrec, awar^ of that 
ftratagem, made a fudden march and threw himfelf into 
Bayonne, which h^ defended with fuch vigour and cou- 
cagCi that the Spaniards were conftrained to raife the 
fi^. The emperor would have been totally unfortunate 
Qn this fidcy had he not turned back upon Fontarabia, 
tnd, contrary to the advice of all his generab, fat down, 
in the winter feafon^ before that city, well fortified and 
llrongly garrifoned. The cowardice or mifoondud of 
the governor iaved him from the fhame of a new difap* 
pointment. The place was furrendered in a f^w days; 
and the emperor, hiving finiihed this enterprixe, put 
his troops into winter quarters* 

So 
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So oh&wzjtc wa$ Francis in profecuting his Italian ex* 
peditton, that, notwithftanding thefe numerous invaiioits, 
^ with which his ktRgdom was menaced on every (ide^ he 
^S^3* had determined to lead in perfon a powerful army to the 
Itaiiiin conqueft of Milan. The intelligence of Bourbon's revolt 
^^'''^ znd efcape flopped him at Lyons; and fearing fome in- 
furred:ion in the kingdom from the intrigues of a man fo 
powerful and fo much beloved^ he thought it prudent to 
remain in France ; and to fend forward his army,, under 
the xommand of admiral Bonniv^t, The dutchy of 
Milan had been purpofely left in a condition fooiewhat 
defencelefs» with a view of alluring Francis to attack it; 
and no fooner bad Bonnivet pafTed the Tefin, than the 
army of the league, and even Profper Colonna, who 
conunanded it, a very prudent general, were in the ut- 
oioft confufion. It is, agreed, that if Bonnivet had irin- 
mediately advanced to Milan, that great city, on which 
the whole dutchy depends, would have opened its gates 
wUhout refinance : But as he waded his time in frivo* 
lous enterprises, Colonna had opportunity to reinforce 
the garrifon, and to put the place in a pofture of defence. 
Bonnivet wa& now obliged to attempt reducing the citv 
by blockade and famine; and he took pofleflion of all 
the pofls which commanded the paflfages to it. But the 
army of the league,, mean- while, was not inadive; and 
they fo ilraitened and harralTed the quarters of the 
French, that it feenoed more likely the latter would 
themfelves periih by famine, than reduce the city to that 
extremity. Sicknejis and fatigue and want had wafted 
them to fuch a degree, that they were ready to raife the 
blockade ; and their only hopes confifted in a great body 
of Swife, which was .levied for the fervice of the French 
king, and whofc arrival was every day expeSed. 

The Swifs had in that age fo great a fuperiority in 
the field above almoft every other nation, aud had been 
fp much courted by all the great potentates, of Europe, 
that they were become extremely capricious and haughty, 
and thought thai the fare of kingdonis depended entirely 
on their affiftance or oppofition. Francis had promifed 
to this body of mercenaries, whom lie had hired to join 
Bonnivet, that fo foon as they arrived in the plains of , 
Piednaont, the duke of Longueville (hould join them 
with four hundred lances, and condu/S them to the 
French , camp : But by fome accident Longuevillc's 

march 
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march had been retarded, and the Swifs had been obliged CHAP. 
to march^ without the honour of being cftorted by him. XXIX. 
Offended at this negleQ, as they interpreted it, they no ^— ^/^^-^ 
iboner came within fight of the French camp, than they *S*4» 
Hopped, and inftead of joining Bonnivet, they fent or« 
dcrs to a great body of their countrymen, who then ferved 
under him^ immediately to begin their march, and to re* 
turn home in their company ^, 

After this defertion of the Swift, Bonnivet had no 
other choice, but that of making his retreat, as fad as- 
poffible, into France. He accordingly put himfelf in 
motion for that purpofe ; but the allies, who forefaw 
this meafure, were ready to fall upon his rear. The 
French army, however, after a fliarp adion, made good 
their retreat, though not without confideraUe lofs both 
in officers and private men. Among the reft, fell in this 
afiion the brave chevalier Bayard, efteemed in that age 
the model of foldiers and men of honour, and denomi* 
nated the kmgit without fear and without reproach. When 
this gallant gentleman felt his wounds to-be mortal, and 
could no longer fupport hiinfelf on horfeback, he ordered 
his attendants to fet him under a tree, and turn his hct 
towards the enemy, that he might die in that pofiure. 
The generals of the allies, and among the reft the duke 
of Bourbon, came about him, and expreffed their con- 
cern for his prefent condition. «* Pity not me," cried 
he to Bdtirbon ;" '< I die in tht difcharge of my duty : 
<< They alone are the objefts of pity, who fight againft 
<< their prince and country '." 

The French being thus expelled Italy, the pope, the 
Venetians, the Florentines, were (atisfied with the adt 
vantage obtained over them, and were refolved to profe- 
cute theiir viSory no farther. All thefe powers, cfpeci- 
ally Clement, had enterwfned a violent jealouiy oi the 
cmperor*s ambition ; and their jcaloufy was extremely 
augmented, when they faw him refufe the inveftitureof 
Milan, a fief of the empire, to Francis Sfor2»a, whofc 
title he . had acknowledged, and whofe defence he had 
embraced^. They all concluded, that he intended to ' 
put himfelf in poffeffion of that important dutchy, and 
reduce Italy to fubjeftion: Clement in particular, aSu- 
atcd by this joaloufy, proceeded fo far in oppofition to 

the 

^ Guicciardini, lib. ij. Memoires da Bella/, Ilv. z, 
' PereDtniclf vol.iii. p. ija. ^Guicciardini, lib. i$. 
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CHAP, the emperor, that h^ fern orders toi 1^ iiuncio ^t L9o<lpn 
XXIX. to pQediafe a r^coociiis^tion betwecQ France ^pd £;pgl^nd«^ 

^^— v-^-^ But afF^ifs were not yet fully ripe for this chafigc. Wqlt 
1523. fey^ difgudcd with the emperor, but ftill more af^qs^ted 
by vain-glory, was determii^cd, that he Ifiiipfelf ftvwW 
have the renown of bringing about th^t great alteration; 
s^d he eiiigaged the king to reject the p6p^'s mediation. 
A new treaty was even concliided jjefwcen Henry m^ 
Charles for the invafion of France. Charl^ ftipi^l^ted 
tp (upply f he duke of B^rbon nrith 1^ povf erful army, i^ 
prder to jconquer Provence and Dauphiny : Henry ngTf:^ 
to pay him a hyndred thpufiuid crpwiis for thf firft naqntji ^ 
after which, be might either chufe to cpptii^u^ the famf 
inonthly payments, or invade Picardy with a powerfi|l 
army. Bourbpn was to pqffefs thefe provinces with th^ 
title pf king ; but to hold them in fief of Henry a^ king 
of France. The dotd^y of Burgundy w^ tp be g^Y^ 
to Charles: The reft pf the kingdom tp H^ory. 

T]^i9 cbinMrif:al partition Immediately failed pf epjcer 
catipn in the article, which was mpft f^ily perform^! 
Bourbon refufed to acknowledge Heni^y as kmg of Fr^ncj^ 
His enterprise, however, i^inft Provence ftill top^ 
place. A num^ous army of ImperiaUCts invaded th^ 
country, under his command anf) that of tb^ marqui^ ff 
Fefcaca. They laid fiege to MarfeiUes, which| being 
weakly garrifoned, they expeSed to cf jry in a Uttjf? tj^xie : 
But the burgefles defended themfelves with fudi ^our 
, and ob(|ipacy, that Bourdon and Pefc^f^, who heard of 
the French king's approach withanumerpus^myi found 
themfelves under a neceflit'y of raifing (he fieg^ \ and 
^hey ted their forces, weakened, baffled, f9^ d^eart^D- 
ed, into Italy. 

Francis might pow have enjoyed in fafety th^ 
glory of repulfing all his enemies, jp. every attempt 
which they had hitherto made of breaking jpto his king- 
dom: But as he received intelligenp^, that the kipg of 
England, difcouraged by his fornoer fruitlef? ^nterprizes, 
and diigufied with the emp^rpf, w^s making no prepara-' 
tions for the invafion of Picardy, his anttent ardour J[eize4 
him for the copqueft of Milan ; and, nptwithftanding 
4he advanced feafon, he was immediately detern3ine,4, 
contrary to the ^idvj^e pf his wifeft coupfellors, to lead 
his army into Italy. 

He 
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Hi pafied the Alps at Moimt Cenisj and ho (boner CHAP, 
ijjpcared in Piedmont; than he threw the whdie MiUnefc XXIX. 
Into conftertiation. There was no army in the field able ^^■*'>'**^ 
to oppofe him ^ an^ Milan itfdf, though aflfedionatc to ' S?4* 
Its duke, was not in the fame poftore of defence as laft ^^^^''•^.^'^ 
year, when blockaded by admiral Bonnivet. It was almoft ^^^^ ^"" 
deftitute of inhabitants: Great numbers had died of ihe^^^ * 
plague ; and the reft had fled into the country forfafety. * 
Francis iniiriiediateiy marched to that city> which opeefcd 
its gates to him. The forces of the emperor and Sforza 
ded to Lodi ; and had Francis, been fo fortunate as to 
purfue them^ they had abandoned that places and had 
been totally di^ipated ^: But his ill fate (ed him to be^ 
ficge Pavia, a town of iionfideraUe ftrength, well gar- 
rifoned, and defended by Leyva, one of the braved oflS- 
cers in the. Spafnifh iervice. Every attempt; which the 
French king made to gain this important place, proved 
iruitlefs. He battered the Walls, and made breadies; 
but by the vigilance of Leyva, new entrenchments were 
inftantly thrown up behind the breaches: He attempted 
to divert the courie of the Tefinj which ran by one fida 
of the city, a^d defended it ; but an innundation of the 
river defiroycd in 6he night all the mOuods, which the 
foldiers,' during a Idng time^ and with infinite pains, had 
been eroding. Fatigue and the bad feafon (for it lyas 
the depth of wiftter) had Watfted the French army. And 
the mofe to diminife its force, trancis, at the pope's fo** 
licitation, who n<>w declared, almoft openly, for him, 
bad detached a confidefable body, under the duke of 
Albany, to ihvade the kingdom of Naples. The imperial 1^25. 
^eneraK Inean white were not idle. Pefcara and Larinoyi 
viceroy of Naples, gathered forces from all quarters. 
Bourbon,' having panned his jewels for m6ney, went: 
into Germany, and with thb money, aided by his per- 
fonal intereft,- levied twefvi thoufand Lanfquenets, with 
which he joined the impefialifts. This army was ad- 
vancing to raife thfe fiege of Pavia; and the danger t6 
the French becaifie every day inore imminent. 

The ftate of Europe was fuch, during that age, that^ 

partly from want of commerce and induftry every Where, 

except in Italy and the Low Countries, partly from the 

eztenfive privileges ftrll poflefied by the pebpk in all the 

Vot. IV. E great 

"^ Ouicciardmi, lib. 1$, C^u ^l||y> lib. a. 
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CHAP, great monarchies, and their frugal maxims in granting 
XXIX. moneys the revenues of the princes were extremely 
^^— v^^ narrow^ and even the fmall armies, which they kept on 
15*5- foot, could not be regularly paid by them. The imperial 
forces, commanded by Bourbon, Pefcara, and Lannoy, 
exceeded not twenty thoufand men ; they were the only 
body of troops maintained by the emperor (for he had 
not been able to levy any army for the invafion of France, 
either on the fide of Spain or Flanders.) Yet fo poor 
iJvas that mighty monarch, that he could tranfmit no mo- 
ibey for the payment of this army; and it was chiefly the 
hopes of fharing the plunder of the French camp, which 
had made them advance, and kept them to their (land- 
ards. Had Francis raifed the fiege before their approach, 
and retired to Milan, they mull immediately have dif^ 
f)erfed themfdves; and he had obtained a complete vic- 
tory, without danger or bloodftied. But it was the cha- 
rafler of this monarch, to become obftinate in proportion 
fo the difficulties which he encountered ; and having 
once faid, that he Would take Pavia, or perilh before it, 
he was refolved rather to endtrre the ntmoft extremities 
than depart from this refoluti<)n.* 
i$th Fe- The imperial generals, after cannonading^ the French 
hruary. caitip for feveral ifeys> at laft gave a general affault, and 
Battleof broke into the entrenchments. Leyva fallied from the 
Piwia.and xov)r\y and threw the befiegers 'into fti^ greater confufi- 
taptvuity on. The Swifs ii^faritryy contrary to their ufual praSice, 
^/r/7««V. j^fjaved in a daftardly manner, and defeated their poft, 
Francis's whole army was put to rout ; and he himfelf^ 
furrounded by hts enem'fcs, after fighting with heroic va-* 
lour, and kilKng feveri men with his own hand, was at 
laft obliged to fnrrender himfelf prifoner. Almoft the 
whole armyyftill of nobility and brave offipers, either 
perifhed by \\\t fword, or were drowned in the river. 
I'he few, who efcaped with their lives, fell into the 
hands of the enemy. The imperial generals had fo little 
authority over their own troops, even after this fignat 
victory, that Lannoy, apprehenfive left the Lanfquenets 
fhould feize Francis as fecurity fof the pay dtie to them, 
rmmediately removed him frorn the camp, and fent him 
to Pixzighitone. And taking advantage of the terrors, 
which had fcized the pope, the Florentines, the duke of 
Ferraray and other Italian ftates, he obliged them, though 
: fecrctty 
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fecrctiy criernies, t6 advance money for the fubfiftcncc of C H A P. 
Kis army. XXIX. 

THt emperor received this news by Pennalofa, who^'* -v**^ 
pafled through France, by means of a fafe-conduSj >5^5* 
granted him by the captive king. The , moderation^ 
which he difplayed on this occafion, had it been fincere, 
would have done him great honour. Inftead of rejoie- 
ing, he expreffed fympathy with Francis's ill fortunej 
and di (covered his fenlfe of thbfe calamities, to which 
the greateft itionarchs are ^xpoied *: He refufed the > 

city of Madrid j>ermi(rion to mak^ any public expreflions 
of triumph ; and faid that he referved all his exultation^ 
till he ihotild be able to obtain fome viSory over the in- 
fidels. He feftt orders to his frontier garrifons to commit 
ho hoftilities upon Frafice: He fp^ke of Concluding iiti- 
tniediately a peace oh reafonabte tferhis. But all thfs 
feeming equity was only hypocrify, fo mhch the more 
dangeroiifi, as it was profouh^. And his fole occupation 
^as the forming fchemes, how, from this great incident, 
he might draw the utitioft iadvantagej and gratify that 
exorbitant ambitibh, by which; in all his aflionsj he was 
Wholly governt;d. 

The fame Pennalofa, in pafling through France, ear- 
ned alio k letter from Francis to his mother, whom he 
had left regent^ and who theh rpfided at Lyons. It 
contained only ibefe few words^ Madam, all is lojif ex^ 
t^t ouf Mnour. The pfinc^fs was ftriick with the great- 
nefs of the calamity. She faw the kihgdoni without a 
fovereigh, without ah army^ without generals, without 
tnoney ; furrblinded tn every hand by implacable and 
tidoriotis enemies: And her fole refource, in her pre-r 
ient diftrefies, were the hopes, which (he entertained* of 
peace,' ahd even of affiftahce from the king of England. ^ 

Had the king entered into the war againft France 
from any concerted political views, it is evident, that the . 
viSory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis, v^ert the 
mod fortunate incidents which could have befallen him, 
and the ohly ones which could render his fchemes efFeftual. 
While the war was carried on in the former feeble man- 
her, without any decifive advantage, he might haVe been 
able to poflefs himfelf of fome frontier towns, or perhaps 
b( a fmall territory, qf which he could not have kept 

E 2 poflcffion, 

»Vera.hift, deCKarlV. 
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CHAP, poffeffion, without expending much more than its valuer 

XXIX. By fome figoal calamity abne, which annihilated the 

. ^— Tv-**^-^ power of France, could he hope to acquire the domi- 

ip5« nion of confiderable provinces, or difmember that great 

> monarchy, fo afFeSionate to its own government and Tts 

own fovereigns. But as it vs probable, that Henry had 

never before carried his reflediotis fo far ; he was ftart- 

led at this important event, and became fenfible of his^ 

own danger, as well as that of all Europe, from the 

lofs of a proper countprpoife to the power of Charles. 

Henry em- Inftead ot taking advantage, therefore, of the diftrelTed 

braces the condition of France, he was determined: to lend her af- 

alUanceof fiftance in her prefent calamities; and as the glory of 

France, generofity, in raifing a fallen enemy, concurred with his 

political interefts, he hefitated the lefs in embracing thefe 

new meafures. 

Some difgufts alfo had previoofly taken place between 
Charles and Henry, and (litl more between Charles and 
Wolfey ; and that .powerful mitiifter waited only for a 
favourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments 
which he had met with. The behaviour of Charles, 
immediately after the viSory of Pavia, gave him occa- 
sion to revive the king's jealoufy and fufpicions of his ally. 
The emperor fupported fo iB the appearance of modera* 
tion, which he at firft aflumed, that he had already 
changed his ufual ftyle to Henry ; and inftead of writing 
to him with his own hand, and fubfcribing himfelf yow* 
Mffe^ionate fon and coufin ; he didated his letters to his 
kcretary, and fimply fubfcribed himfelf C4jr/^/^. Wolfey 
alfo perceived a diminution in the carefles and profeiOons, 
with which the emperor's letters to him were ufaally 
loaded ; and this laft imprudence, proceeding from the 
intoxication of fuccefs^ was probably vaoxt dangerous tor 
Charles's interefts than the other. 

^ Henry, though immediately determined to embrace 
new meafures, was careful to fave appearances in the 
change; and he caufed rejoicings to be every where 
made on account of the viQory of Pavia, and the capti- 
vity of Francis. He publicly difmiffed a French envoy, 
whom he bad formerly allowed, notwithftanding the war, 
t4) refide at London ^ : But upon the regent of France's 

fubmiffivc 

^ Guicciardini, lib. r6. * Du Bellay, liv. iii. Stpwe^ 

p. 221. 6aker» p. 273. 
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fubmiffiye application to him, he again opened a corrcC- 
pondencc with her ; and befides afluring her of his friendr 
fliip and proteQion, he cxafted a promife, that fhe never 
would confent to the difmenDbering any province of the '5^5- 
monarchy for her fon's ranfom* With the emperor, 
however, he put on the ^pearanpe of vigour and enter- 
prize ; and in order to have a pretence for breaking with 
him, he difpatched Tonftal, biftiop of London, to Ma- 
drid, with propofals for a powerful invafion of f ranee. . 
He required, that Charles (hould immediately enter 
Guienne at the head of a great army, in order to put 
him in ppffeflion of that province j and he demanded the 
payment of large fums of money, which that prince had 
borrowed from him in his laftvifit at London. He knew, ^ 

that the emp^^ror was in no condition of fulfilling either 
of thcfe demands ; and that he had as little inclination to 
make him ma^er of fuch confiderable territories upon 
the frontiers of Spain. 

ToNSTAL likewife, after his arrival at Madrid, in- 
formed his niailer, that Charles, on his part, wanted not 
jcomplaints againft England ; and in particular wa3 dif- 
pleafed with Henry, becauie laft year he had neither con- 
tinued his monthly payments to Bourbon, nor invaded 
Picardy, according to his ftipulations; that, inftead of 
expreffing his intentions to efpoufe Mary, when (he 
(hould be marriageable, he had hearkened to propofals, 
for marrying his niece Ifabella, princefs of Portugal ; and 
that he h^d entered into a feparate treaty with Francis, 
^nd feemed determined to reap alone all the advantages of 
the fuccefs, with which fortune had crowned his arms. 

The king, influenced by all thefe motives, concluded ^oth Aug. 
at Moore his alliance with the regent of France, and en- 
gaged to procure her fon his liberty on reafonable condi- 
tions ^ : The regent alfo, in another treaty, acknowledg- 
ed the kingdom.tobe Henry's debtor for one million eight 
hundred thoufand crowns, to be difchargcd in half yearly 
payments of fifty thoufand crowns: After which, Henry 
was to receive, during his own life, a yearly penfion of 
a hundred thoufand crowns. Notwithfta:nding his gene- 
rofity, he could not forbear, taking, advantage of the caUr 
mitous fituation of Ff^nce, in order to cxad this lucra- 
tive 

B Du Tillet, Recueil dt% Traites de Leonard, torn. 2. 
Herbert. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
.tivc condition from her. A large prefent of a hundred 
thobfand crowns was alfo made xo Wbliey, for his good 
' offices, but covered under the pretence of iirrears due ort 
1525. the penfibn granted hiiifi for relioquiihing the adcniniftra- 
tion of Tournay. ; ' ' . • 

Meanwhile, as Henry forefaw, thiit this treaty 
with France might invblve him in a War with the empe- 
ror, he was alio determined to fill his treafury by impofi- 
tions upoh his own fubjeds ; and as the (Parliament had dif- 
covered fome reluaiance in complying with his demands, 
he followed the advite "of Wbliey, and refolved to mak^ 
Difcon- life of his prerogative alone for that purpofe. 'He iflued 
tmtsofjheoui tbrnmifliods to all the counties of England, for levy- 
Ejiglijb, ing foui* ihilhiigs Tn the pound from th^ clergy, three (hil- 
lings'and four pence from the laity ; and fo uncontroulablc 
did he deem his authority, thait he took no careto cover, 
ks fornierly, this arbitrary exaSion, even under the (len-;^ 
der pfet^ncc of a loan. Bur he foon foiind, that he had 
jprefumed too far on the pailiv^ fubnniffion of his fubjects; 
The people, difpleafed with an exaSion beyond what 
was ufuallV levied in thofe' days, and farther dffgufte4 
With tbe'lllegal methoci of impofing it, broke/out in mur-* 
inurs, complaints, oppofitioh to the cbmmiflioners ; ancj 
their refraftory difpafitipn even threatened a general 
infurreQion. ^ Henry had the prudence to flop ftiort, in 
that dangerous, path, into which he had entered. He 
fent letters to all the counties; declaring^ that he meant 
no force by this lafl impolltion, and that he would take 
nothing of hisfubjcfis but by way of benevolence: He 
flattered hinifelf, that this condeicenfion in employing 
that difguife would fatisfy the people, and that no one 
would dare render himfelf obnoxious to royal authority', 
by refufing any payment required of tini in. this manner; 
But thefpirit of oppofitipn was once roufed, arid could 
tiot fo eafily be iquieted at pleafure. A la\^yer in the city 
bbjeSing the ftaiute of Richard the third, by which be- 
nevolences were for ever abolifhcii, it: was replied by the 
court, that Richard being an dfurper, and his parlia- 
tnents faflious aflemblies,'' his ftatuies could not bind t, 
lawful and abfolute monarch, who iield his crown by he«i 
i-editary right, ahd need nbt to court the favour of a li- 
centious populace '. • The judges even wcint fo far as to 

affirm 
^ Herbert. Hall. ' '- 
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affirm pofitivcly, that the king might cxa^ by commif- CHAP- 
£oQ any fum which he pleafcd; and the. privy council XXIX. 
gave a ready affent U) this decree, which annihilated the ^-"-^^*^^ 
moft valuable privilege of the people, and rendered all *5^$* 
their other privileges precarious. Armed with fuch for- 
midable authority, of royal prerogative and a pretence of 
law, Wolfey fent for the mayor of London, and defired 
to know what he was willing to give for the tiipply of bis 
majefty's neceffities. The noayor feemed defirous, be- 
fore he fhould declare himfelf, to confult ^the common 
council ; but the cardinal required, that he and all thjp 
alderman (hould feparately confer with himfelf about the 
benevolence ; and he eluded by that means the danger of 
a formejd oppoidtion. Matters, however, went not fo 
fmoothly in the country. An inlurredion was begun m 
fome places ; but as the people were not headed by any 
confiderable perfon, it was eafy for the duke of Suffolk, 
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by eni- 
ploying periuaiion and authority, to induce the ringlead- 
ers to lay down their arms, and furrender themfelves 
prifoners. The king, finding it dangerous to punifti cri- 
minals, engaged in fo popular a caufe, >vras determined, 
iiotwithfianding his violent, imperious temper, to grant 
them a general pardon ; and he very prudently imputed 
their giiilt, not to their want of loyalty or aSeSion, but 
to their poverty. The offenders werie brought before the 
ftar-chamber; where, after a fevere charge laid againft 
them by the king's council, the cardinal faid, f« That, 
** notwithflanding their grievou? oflFences, the king, in 
** cohfideration of their neceffities, had granted them 
** his gracious pardon, upon condition, that they would 
*f give in fureties for th^ir futiire good behaviour." But 
they replying, that they had no fureties, the cardinal firft, ' 
and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that they 
would iftand bound for them. Upon which they were 
difmiflTed fe; ' 

These arbitrary impofitions, being gisnerally imputed 
to the cardinal's counfels, increaied the general odium, 
under which he laboured \ £tnd the clemency of the par- 
don, being afcribed to the king, was confidered as an 
iatoRenient on his part for the illegality of the meafure. 

But 

® Herbert. Hall. Stowe, 525. Holmgflicd, p. 891. 
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CHAP. But Wolfey, fupportcd both by royal and papal authority, 
X^IX. proceeded, without fcruple, to violate all ecclefiaftical 

*^*—v*-*-' privileges, winch, during that age, were much more fa- 
^S^S' crcd than civil; and having once prevailed in that unufual 
attempt of fup'prefling feme nionafieries,' he kept all the 
teft in awe, and exercifed over them the mod arbitrary 
jurifdiSibri. By his commiflion, as legate, he was im- 
powered to vifit them, and reform them, and 'chaftile 
their irregularities ; and lie employed his ufual a^ent, AI- 
len^ in the exercife of this authority. The religious 
houfes were obliged to compound for their guilt, real or 
pretended, by giving Urge fums to the carditial or his 
deputy;' and thts opprefllon was carried fo far, that it 
reached at laffi the kmg's ears, which were not common- 
ly open to complaints a^ainft his favourite. He reproved 
Wolfey in fevere terms, which rendered him, if not 
more innocent, at leaft more caiitiou? for the future. 
That mihiftcr had built a ipleridid palace at Hampton- 
court, which he probably intended, as well as that of 
York-place in Weftnriinfter, for his own ufe ; but fearing 
the increafe of envy oh account of this magnificence, ano 
defirous to appeafe the king, he made him a prefent c^ 
that building, and told him, that, from the firft, he had 
ereSed it for his ferVice. 

The abfolute ' authority, poffeffed by the king, ren- 
dered his domeftic government, both over his people 
and his minifters, ealy and expeditious : The conduft oV 
foreign affairs alone required effort arid application ; and 
they were now brought to fiich afituatioh, that it was no 
longer fafe for England to be entirely neutral. The 
feigned moderation of the empieroir was of very fliorl 
date; arid it was fooh obvious to all the world, that hii 
^reat ddihiriion's, f^r from gratifying his ambition, were 
6nly regarded as the means of acquiring an empire more 
^xtenfive. The terms, propofed by him to his prifoner', 
•were fuch as muft have for ever annihilated the power of 
France, and deftroyed the balance of Europe. He ro*. 
<ItHred, that that monarch (hould reffore to him the 
dutchy of Burgutidy, ufur|>ed, as he pretended, by Lewis 
the eleventh upon his anccftors; that he ihould yiel^ 
Provence and Dauphiny to the duke of Bourbon, to b<Sl 
poffeffed by him in full fovercighty, without fief or ho- 
mage to the crown of France; that he ihould fatisfy the 
king of England with regard to the provinces^ which that 
- ' ! ^ ' . ' prince 
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f^rijLQe daimed as his inheritance ; an^ that he fliould G H A P. 
enounce all title to Naples^ Milan, Genoa, or any tcr- XXIX. 
fitory in Italy ^. *--r-v-^ 

These demands were propofed to Francis, foon after ''S*^ 
the battle of Payia, while he was detained in JPizzighi- 
tone ; and as he had hitherto trufied fomewhat to the 
emperor's generofity, the diiappojntment excited in hi^ 
Ibreatt the moft liyely indignation. He faid, that he 
would rather live and die a prifoner than agree to difmem- 
ber his kingdom ; and thirt, ^ven were he lo bafe as to fub^ 
mit to fuch temis, hisfubjefits wdiild never permit him to 
carry them into execution. The offers, which he made 
Jbr obtaining hi? liberty, were, that he woi^ld rienouncc 
'^11 claims in Italy, th^t he would aflift the emperor in 
fecoyering the territories ufurped upon the empire by th^ 
Venetians, that he wouW relinquifli the homage due by 
tlie emperor for ^rtois and F4anders, that he would mar- 
ry Eleonora, the emperor's fifter, (for he was now « 
Widower) and acknowledge the dutchy of Burgundy to 
jbe poffeffed as hier dowry, and to b^ inherited by her 
children V 

Fi^ANCis was encouraged to perfift ip tbeffe offers, br 
the favourable accounts^ wbich ne heard of Henry's dil- 
pofitions towards him, and of the alarins, which had 
leized all the chief powers in Italy, upon his defeat and 
cap'tivityl He was uneafy, however, to be fo far diftarit Francisre- 
from the emperor with whom he muft treat ; and he defir- moved to 
ed to be rernbved to Madrid, in hopes that a perfonal ^^^'''^• 
interview would operate much in his favour, and that 
Charles, if not influenced by bis mjnifters, might be 
JFonnd pbffefled of the fame franknefs of difpofition, hy 
wKich he himfelf was diftinguiibed. He was foon con- 
vinced of his miftake. The emperor, under pretence of 
an affembly of the dates at Toledo, kept, during Tome 
time, at k diftance from him ; and even after they broke 
iip, delayed his vifit to the captive king; feigning a de- 
licacy in that particular, as if his company, in the pre- 
fent (itiiation of affairs, before any terms were agreed on, 
-would be regai/ded as an infult upon the royal prifoner. 
Francis, partly from want of exercife, partly from rcflec- 
^ iion^ on his pr'efent mefancholy fituation, fell into a lan- 
guilhing illnefs; which begot apprehenfions in Charles, 

* Guicclardini, Hb. i€. ' Dc Vera hid. de Charles V/ 
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CHAP, left the death pt his captive fliould bereave him of all 
XXIX. thofe advantages, wfiich he propofed to extort from hia^ 

*— V — -* He then paid hip a vifit ip the C^aftle of Madrid; and a^i 
'S^5« he approached the bed in which Francis lay, th^ fick 
monarch called to him, ^* You come> Sir, to vifit yoqr 
•* prifoner." ** No," replied the emperor, *« 1 coine to 
** vifit my brother, and my friend, who (hall foon obtain 
** his liberty^" He foothed his aflSiSion with many 
fpeeches of a like nature, which had fo good an eflFeS^ 
that the king. daily recovered'^ ; and thenceforth employ- 
ed himfelf in concerting with thp minifters pf the epaper 
ror the terms of his treaty. 

While this negociation advanced flowly, fortune 
threw into the emperor's hands a new opportunity of en- 
larging his dominions in Italy. Francis Sforza, impatient 
that his inveftiture of Milan fliould fo long Jjp delayed, 
and that even after it was granted, it fliould be encumber- 
ed with many exorbitant conditions, had endeavourecl to 
feduce Pefcara, the imperial general^ from his pdclity, 
and to engage him in a confpiracy againft his pafter. 
iPefcara feigned to enter into the defign ; but havipg re- 
vealed the whole contrivance, he received orders tp take 
poffeflion of the Milanefe ; and Charles made no fecret 
of his intention to try Sforza and copfifcate his fief, oti 
account of the treafon, which he had committed againfi 
his liege-lord and fpvereign ^. This incident retained 
the Italian powers in clofer union with France; and the 
emperor, by grafping too much, found himfelf in ds^n- 
ger of lofing all his advantages. His apprehenfions were 
encreafed, when he^eard, that Francis had ferit a refigl 
nation of his crowo'to the regent, and had defireil thait 
the dauphin might be crowned king; orders, whicK 
though they were not obeyed, ft)ewed his determined 
refolution never to fubmit to the unre^fonable terms. j*e-i 
quired of him.. The chief difficulty of the treaty was 
now reduced to the cefDon of Burgundy, demanded by 
Charles; and ev«?n that territory, Francis had agreed to 
yield, but he ftill infilled on firft recovering his jiberty: 
All mutual confidence was loft between the two princes; 
and each feared, left advantage fliould be taken of his i 
fimplicity, fliould he firft execute his part of the treaty. 
'5^- At laft the emperor w^s willing to relax of his rigour 

*^ 7^«- in this particular ; and the treaty of Madrid was figned, 

by 
* Herbert, De Vera, Sandoval. ^ Guicclardini, lib. i6l 
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by which, it was hoped, an end wQuld be finally put to C H A 
the difFerences between thefc great monarcbs. The prin- XXIX^ 
cipal^ condition was the reftoring of Francis's liberty, and ^^ — >^"^ 
the dehv6ry of hU two eldeft ioiis ais hoftages to the em- 15*6. 
per6r for the ceffion of Burgundy: If any difficuhy 
jftioutd afterwards occur in the execution of this lail arti- 
cle, from the oppofitipn of the ftates, either of France or 
of that province, Francis ftipulated, that in fix weeks 
iime, he would j-eturn to his prifon, and remain there 
till the full performance of* the treaty. There were ma- 
ny other articles in this famous convention, all of them 
rigorus and feverc to the laft degree againft the captive 
monarch ; and Charles difcoyered evidently his intention 
of reducing Italy, as well as France, to fubjeftion and 
(dependahce. 

' Many of Charles's minifters, forefaw that Francis, 
however folemn tfie oaths, promifes, and proteftations 
jfxaQed of him, never would execute a treaty, which 
Was fo'difadyantageous, or rather ruinous and deftruQive, 
iro himfejf; his pofterity, and his country. By ppttin^ 
Burgundy into the emperor's hands, he gave his power- 
ful eiicmy an entrance into the heart of the kingdom : By 
facrificing his allies in Italy, he deprived himfelf of all 
foreign afiiftanci^ ; and ^^rming his oppreflbr with th^ 
whale force and wealth of that opulent country, render- 
td him abfolutely irrefiftable. To thcfe great views of 
jmereft, were added the motives, no lefs cogent, of paf- 
fioh and refentment ; while Francis, a prince, who piqued 
himfelf on generofity, reflefted on the rigour with which' 
he' had been treated during his captivity, and the cruel 
terms xaded of him for the recovery ^ 

of his alfo fore fee n, that the emulation 

and ri 1 fo long fubfifted between thefe 

two n lake him feel the ftrongeft reluc- 

tance iperiority to an antagonifl:, who, 

by th( us condud, hbv would be apt to 

think, If fo little worthy of that advan- 

tage, d fortune a)one, had put into his 

hands as friends, his fubjeAs, his allies, 

Would be fure, with one voice, to inculcate on him, that 
the firft objeO; of a prince, was the prefervation of his 
people; and thkt the laws of honour, which whh a pri- 
vate man ought to be abfolutely fuprcme, and fuperior to 
all interefts^ were with a fovereign fpbordiaate 10 the 
" ' •:.-••■■■'••'■ 'great 
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P H A p. great dpty of enfuring the fafety pf l)is country. Nor 
XXrX. could it be imagined, that Francis W9pld be fo ron)antic 
in his principles, as npt to hearken to a cafuiftry, which 
iK^as fo plaufible in itfelf^ and which fo rpqch flattered al^ 
the paflions, by which, either as a prince or a nnan, he 
>vas ftrongly a^uatcd. \ 

Such was the reafoning of fcvcral of Charles's nninif- 
ters, particularly of Gattinara, his chancellor **, who 
counfelled him to treat Francis with more generofuy, and 
to give him hjs liberty on fuch terms, as would engage 
him, not by the feeble band pf treaties, but by the more 
jBorcible tye of honour, to a ftriO: and faithful performance. 
But the emperor's avidity prevented him from following 
this wifef and more honourable council ; at the fanne time 
that the profpefl of a general combination of Europe hin- 
dered him from detaining Francis in captivity, and tak- 
ing advantage" of the confufions, which his abfence muft 
fieceffarily occafion in his kingdom. Still fufpicious, 
however, of the fincerity 6f his prifoner, he took an op* 
portunity before they parted, of aiking ;hi(n privately, 
and as a friend, whether he ferioufly intended to cxecut^ 
the treaty of Madrid ; protefting, that, in all cafes, he 
jiimfelf was firmly determined to reftore him to his li- 
berty, and that the prbfpeft of obtaining this advantage 
needed no longer engage him to diffembfe. Francis was 
too well acquainted with Charles's charaSer to truft to 
the fincerity of this proteftation; and therefore renewed 
his aflurances of fidelity, and a ftrift ^bfervance of his 
word. The emperor replied, that Fraiicis was now hi$ 
beft friend and ally ; but if he (hould afterwards break his 
engagements, which he could not fufped, he ftiould think 
himfelf entitled to reproach him with a conduft fo bafc 
and unworthy : And on thefe terms the two monarchs 
parted. 

Francis, on entering into his own- doniintons, delin 
vered his two eldeft fons as hoftages into the hands of th^ 
Spaniards. He mounted a Turkifh horfe, and immedj? 
ately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand over 
his head, and cried aloud feveral times, / am yet a King. 
He fopn reached Bayonne, where he was ijoyfully re- 
ceived by the regent and his whole court. He immedi- 
ately wrote to Henry ; acknowledging that to his good of- 
fices alone he owed his liberty, and protefting, that he 

ihpuld 
•* Guicctardini, lib. 16. 
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ihould be entirely governed by his councils in all tranf- CHAP.' 
anions with the emperor. When the Spani(h envoy de- XXIX. 
tnanded his ratification of the treaty of Madrid^ now ^"""^^^T^ 
that he had fully recovered his liberty, he waved the *5*^ 
propofai ; tindef colour, that it was neccITary to aflemble 
previouily the dates both of France and of Burgundy^ 
and obtain their confent« The dates of Burgundy foon 
met ; and dedaring again^ the claufe, which contained 
an engagement for alienating their province, they ex- 
preffed their refolution of oppofing, even by force of 
arms, the execution of fo ruinous and unjuft an article. 
The imperial minider then required, that Francis, in v 
conformity to the treaty of Madrid, diould now return 
to his prifon ; but the French monarch, irdead of com- 
plying, made public the treaty, which, a little before, he 
had fecretly concluded at Cognac, againd the ambitious ztdMay, 
fcheroes and ufurpations of the emperor^. 

The pope, the Venetians, and other Italian dates, 
who were deeply intereded in thefe events, had been held 
ID the mod anxious fufpence with regard to the refoluti- 
ons, which Francis diould take, after the recovery of his 
liberty; and Clemiem, who fafpeSed^ that this prince 
would never execute a treaty fo hurtful to his intereds^ 
and even dedru&ive of his independency, had very 
frankly offered him a difpenfation from all his oaths and 
engagements. Francis remained not in fufpence ; but en* 
tered immediately into the confederacy propofed to him. 
It was dipulated, by that king, the pope, the Venetians^ 
the Swifs, the Florentines, the duke of Milan, among 
other articles, that they would oblige the emperor to de- 
liver up the two young princes of France on receiving a 
reafonable fum of money ; and to redore Milan to Sforza, 
without farther conditions or incumbrances. The king 
of England was invited to accede, not only as a contra^- 
ing party, but alfo as proteQor of the holy league^ fo it 
iwas called : And if Naples diould be conquered from the 
emperor, in profecution of this confederacy, it was a- 
grecd, that Henry diould enjoy a principality in that 
kingdom of the yearly revenue of 30,000 ducats : And 
that cardinal Woliey, hi confideration of the fervices, 
which he had rendered to Chridendom, diould alfo, in 
fuch an event, be put in poflcdion of a yearly revenue 
«>f 10,000 ducats. 

Francis 

^ Guicciardini, lib. 17. 
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Francis was extremely deiirous, that the appear- 
ance of this great confederacy fhould engage the enftperor 
to relax fomewhat of the extrerrife rigour of the treaty of 
'5*7- Madrid; and while he entertained theft hopes, he was 
the more remifs in his warlike preparations, nor did he 
fend in due time reinforcements to his a'Hies in Italy. The 
dufce of Bourbon had got poffeffion of the whole Milanefe, 
of which the enf^peror intended to grant him the ihvefli- 
ture ; and having levied a eonfiderable army in Germany/ 
he became formidable to alt the Italian potentates; and 
not the lefs fo, becauTe Charles, deftirute of money, had 
not been able to remit any pay to the forces. The ge- 
neral was extremely beloved by his troops ; and in order 
to prevent thofe mutinies, which were ready to brealc out 
every moment, and which their aflFeflion alone for h'lnri 
had hitherto reftrained, he led them to Rome,' a'nd pro- 
mitci^to enrich them by the plunder of that opulent city.' 
MMay, He was himfelf killed, as he was planting a ladder to 
fcafc the walls ; but his foldiers, rather enraged than dif-' 
couraged by his death, mounted to the affairtt with the 
Siaeh of "^"^oft valour, and entering the city, fword in hand, ex:- 
Sfitne. crcifed all thofe brutaHties,* which may be expeSed from* 
ferocity excited by refiftance, and from infolence which' 
takes place when that refiftance is no more. This re- 
nowned city> expofed by her renown alone to fb many 
calamities, never endured in any age, even from the bar- 
barians, by whom {he was often fubdued, fuch indignities 
as (he was now conffirained to fofFer. The unreftrainerf 
inaffacre and pillage, which continued iot fcveral days^ 
were the leaft ills, to which the unhappy Rontons wercf 
expofed ^. Whatever was refpeSable in modefty of fa- 
cred in religion feemed but the more to pfovoke th^ in- 
fults of the foldiery. Virgins fufFered violation in thd 
arms of their parents, and upon thofe very attars, to 
which they had fled for protedion. Aged prelates, after 
enduring every indignity, and even every torture, were 
thrown into dungeons, and menaced etrery monrierit'with 
the moft cruel death, in order to engage them to rifeveat 
tlielr fecrer treafures, or purchafe liberty by exorbitant' 
ranfoms. Clement himself, who had trufted for protec- 
tion to the facrednefs of his charader, and negle£led to 

make 

^' Gi!lcr?Jir<'ln'\ Hb. i8. Bellay. J^towe, p. 527. 



'Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HENRY Vm. 63 

make his efcapc in time, was taken captive ; aftd found CHAP* 
that his dignity, which procured him no regard from the XX IX. ^ 
Spanifti foldiers, did but draw on him the infolent mock- ^-^"V^-* 
ery of the German, who, being generally attached to *5*^' 
the Lutheran principles, were pleated to gratify their ani- 
mofity by the abafement of the fovereign pontiff. 

When intelligence of this great event was conveyed 
to the emperor, that young prince, habituated to hypo- 
crify, expreffed the moft profound forrow for the fucceft 
of hii arms : He put himfelf and all his court into mourn-* 
ing: He flopped the rejoicings for the birth of his fon 
Philip : And knowing that every artifice, however grofs, 
is able, when feconded by authority, to impofe upon the 
people, he ordered prayers, during feveral months, to be 
put up in all the churches for the Pope's liberty ; an e- 
vent, which, all men knew, a letter under his hand could 
in a moment have piocured. 

The concern, expreflcd by Henry and Francis for 
the calamity of their ally, was much more fincere. 
Thefe two monarchs, a few days before the fack of 
Rome, had concluded a treaty ^ at Weftminfter, in 
which, befides renewing former alliances, they agreed to 
fend ambafladors to Charley, requiring him to accept of 
two millions of crowns as the ranfom of the French 
princes, and to repay the money, borrowed of Henry ; 
and in cafe of refufal, the ambaffadors, attended with 
heralds, were ordered to denounce war againfl him. 
This war, it was agreed to profecute in the Low Coun- 
tries, with an army of thirty thoufand infantry and fif- 
teen hundred men at arms, two thirds to be fupplied by 
Francis, the reft by Henry. And in order to ftrengthen 
the alliance between the princes, it was ftipulated, that 
tither Francis or his fon, the duke of Orleans, asftiould 
afterwards be agreed on, Ihould efpoufe the princefs 
Mary, Henry's daughter. No fooner did the monarchs 
receive intelligence of Bourbon's enterprize, than they 
changed, by a new treaty, the fcene of the projefted igth Mtiy.' 
war from the Netherlands to Italy ; and hearing of the 
Pope's captivity, they were farther ftimulated to under- 
take the war with vigour for reftoring him to liberty. 
Wolfey himfelf crofled the fea, in order to have an in- ntbjufy* 
lerview with Francis, and to concert meafures for that 

purpofe i 
^ 30th April. 
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CHAP, purpofe ; and he difplayed all that ^andjeur and iria^ifi- 
^IX. cence, with which he was fo much intoxicated. ,He was 

^-"'^j^-y*^ attended with a train of a thoufand borfe. The cardinal 
^5^7* of Lorraihi, and the chancellor of Alanyohy met him at 
Boulogne: Francis himfelf,' befides granting to that 
haughty prelate the power of giving in every place,- 
where he camc> liberty to all prtfoners, made a journey 
as far as Amiens to meet himy and even advanced ionie 
miles from the town, the mbr^ to honour his reception^ 
It was here ftipulated, that the duke of Orleans mould 
efpoufe the prineefs Mary ; and as the emperof feemed 
to be taking forhe fteps towards affcmbling a generaf 
council, the two monarchs agreed not to acknowledge it, 
but, during the interval of the pope's captivity, to govern 
the churches in their dominions, each by his own autho- 
rity. Wolfey niiade feme attempts to get his legantinc 
power extended over France, and even oVer Germany ^ 
' but finding his efforts fruitlefs, he was obliged, tho' with 
great reludahce, to defift from thefe ambitious enter- 
prizes ^ 

iSiB Sept, The more to cement the union between thefe princes,^ 
a new treaty was, fom'e time after, concluded at Lon- 
don ; in which, Henry agreed to renounce for ever all 
claims to the crown of France; claims, which nfilght 
now indeed be deemed chimerical, but which often ferved 
as a pretence for exciting the unwary Englifh to wage 

^^^^^ war upon the French monarchy. As a return for this 

^ conceffion, Francis bound himfelf and his fucceflbrs to 

rancr. ^^^ j^^. ^^^^ g£^y, thoufand crowns a year to Henry and 
his fucceffors; and that a greater folemnity might be 
given to this treaty, it was agreed, that the parliaments 
and great nobility of both kingdoms ftiould give their af-> 
fent to it. The marefchal Montmorency, accompanied 
with many perfons of diilindion, and attended by a 
pompous equipage, was fent over to ratify the treaty; 
and was received at London with all the parade, which 
fuited the folemnity of the occaiion. The terror of the 
emperor's greatncfs had entirely extinguiflied the antient 
animofity between the nations; and Spain, during more 
than a century, became, though a more didant power, 
. the chief objeft of jealoufy to the Englilh. 



This 



^Burnet book 3. coll. 12, 13. 
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This appearance of a cordial union between France CHAP, 
and England, though it added influence to the joint em- XXIX. 
bafly, which they Tent to the emperor, was not able to ^-^■^^■**-^ 
bend that ambitious monarch to fubmit entirely to the *S*7* 
conditions infided on by the allies. He departed indeed 
from his demand of Burgundy as the ranfora of the French 
princes; but he required, previoufly to their recovery of 
liberty, that Francis ftiould evacuate Genoa, and all the 
fortrefTes held by him in Italy : And he declared his in- 
tention of bringing Sforza to a trial, and confifcating the 
dutchy of Milan, on account of his pretended trcafon. 
The Englifti and French heralds, therefore, according to 
agreement, declared war againil him, and iet him at de« 
fiance. Charles aniwered the Engiiih herald with mode- 
ration ; but to the French, he reproached his mafter with 
breach of faith, reminded bim pf the private converfa-* 
tion which had palTed between them at Madrid before 
their feparation, and offered to prove by fingle combat, / 

, that that monarch had aSed diflionourabfy. Francis re- 
taliated this challenge by giving Charles the lie; and^ 
after demanding fecurity of the field, he oflFered to main- 
tain his caufe by fingle combat. Many mefiages pafle^l 
to and fro' between them ; but thojugh both the princes 
were undoubtedly brave, the intended duel never took 
place. The French and Spaniards, during that age, dif« 
puted zealoufly which of the monarchs incurred the 
blame of this failure ; but all men of moderation every 
where lamented the power of fortune, that the prince 
the more casdid, generous, and fincere, (hould, by un- 
happy incidents, have been reduced to that cruel (itua- 
tion, that not)iing but the breach of his word could pre^ 
ferve his people, ai^d that he muft ever after, without 
being able to make a proper reply, bear to be reproached 
\$rith his infidelity by a rival, inferior to him both in ho- 
nour and virtue. 

But though this famous challenge between Charles 
tnd Francis had no immediate confequences with regard 
to thefe monarchs themf^plves, it produced a confiderabl^ 
alteration on the manners of the age. The praSice of 
challenges and duels, which had been part of the antir 
ent barbarous jurifprudence, which was (lill preferved oa 
very fotemn occafions, and which was even countenanced 
by the civil magiftratc, began thencefortt^ to prevail in 
Vol, IV. F this 
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CHAP, the mod trivial incidents; and men, on. any affront or 

XXIX. injury, thought thcnifclvcs entitled, or even required in 

^■"^■^ ^ honour, to take revenge on their, enemies, by openly 

'S*7* vindicating their right in fingle combat. Thefe abfurd,- 

though generous maxims, Ihed much of the beft blood 

in Chriftendom during more than two centuries; and not- 

ivithfianding the feverity of faw, fuch is the prevailing 

force of cuAom, they are fnr from being gs yet entircljr 

cxplodcdt 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Scruples concerning the king^s marriage, » The king en" 

ters into thefe fcruples. Anne Boleyn, Henry 

applies to the pope for a divorce, The pope favourable. 

The emperor threatens him, — — The pope^s ambigu^ 

ms condu^, — — • The caufe evoked^ to Rome. Wolfe fs 

foil. Commencement of the reformation in England, 

— — Foreign affairs, Wolfey^s death, A parli- 

ment:. r — — Progrefs of the reformation, — — A parlia- 
ment, — — King^sfoial breach with R^me, — A parli- 
ament, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the fubmiffive deference C H A P. 
paid to the papal authority before the reformation XXX. 
the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catherine of •^■^—v*^ 
Arragon, his brother's widow, had not paffed, without "S*?- 
much fcruple and difficulty. The prejudices of the peo- ^^^P'^* 
pic were in general bentagainft a' conjugal union between ^T^l^^^ 
fuch near relations; and the late king, though he ^ad^J^^.^^^ 
folemnized the efpoufals, when his fon was but twelve * * 

years of age, gave evident proofs of his intention to take 
afterwards a proper opportunity of annulling them ^. He 
prdered the young prince, fo foon as he came of age, to 
enter a protefiation againft the marriage ^ ; and on his, 
death-bed he charged him, as his laft injundion, not to 
finifh an alliance fo unufual, and expofed to fuch infupe- 
rable objedions. After the king's acceffion, fome members 
of the Privy Council, particularly Warham, the primate, 
openly declared againft the refolution of compleating 
the marriage ; and though Henry's youth and diflipati- 
on kept him, during fome time, from entertaining any 
fcruples with regard to the meafure which he had em- 
braced, there happened incidents fuflicient to roufe his at- 
tention, and to inform him of the fentiments generally 
entertained on that fubje3. The ftates of Caftile had 
oppofed the emperor Charles's efpoufals with Mary, Hen- 
ry's daughter; and, among other gbjeSions, had infifted 

F 2 on 

^ Morifon's Apomazisy p. 13. • Morifon, p. 15. Hey- 
la*f Queen Mary, p. 2» 
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C H A P. on the illegitimate birth of the young princcfs ^. And 
XXX. when the negociations were att^iwards opened with 
v.— v*^**^ France, and mention was made of betrothing her to 
*S*7» Francis or the duke of Orleans, the bi(hop of Tarbe, 
the French ambafTador, revived the fame ohje£^ion ^. 
But though thefe events naturally raifed fome doubts in 
^Henry's mind, there concurred other caufes, which tend- 
ed much to encreafe his remorfe, and render his confci* 
ence more fcrupulous. 
Thking The queen was older than the king by no lefs than 
9nt§rs ini9 fix years ; and the decay of her beauty, together with 
^^ yi»v» particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed notr 
fhs, withftanding her blamelefs charader and deportment, to 

render her perfon unacceptable to him. Though (he had. 
borne him feveral children, they all died in early infan- 
cy, except one daughter ; and he was the more flruck 
with this misfortune, becaufe the curfctof being child- 
lefs i^ the very threatening, contained in the Mofaical 
law againft thofe who efpoufe their brother's widow. The 
king was a&uated by a ftrong dedre of having male if* 
fue: With a view to that end, it is believed, more than 
from defire towards other gratiftcation, he had, a few 
years before this period, made addrefles to a young lady^i 
Catherine, daughter of Sir John Blount ; and when (he 
We him a fon, he expreffisd the higheft fatisfadion, and 
smmediatelv created him duke of Richmond. The fuc* 
ceffion of the crown too was a confideration, that occur-r 
fed to every one, whenever the lawfulnefs of Hcnry't 
marriage was aueftioned ; and it was apprehended, that» 
if the doubts of Mary*s legitimacy concurred with the 
> weaknefs of her fex, the king of Scots, the next heir, 
would certainly advance his own pretentions, and might 
throw the kingdom into co/ifufion. The evils, as yet re- 
cent, of civil wars and convuliions, ariflng from a dif- 
puted title, made gre^t impreiTion on the minds of men, 
and rendered the people univerfally defirous of any event, 
which might obviate fo irreparable a calamity. And the 
king was thus impelled, both by his private paifions, and 
by motives of public intereft, to feck the difTdlution of 
his inaufpicious, and, ^s it w^ efleemed, unlawful mar« 
riage with Catherine. ^ 

• LordHerbtrt. Fiddes's life of Wolfey. ^ Rjmtr* vol, 
Wt 19^, ^^3. Hcyiin, p. 3. 
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Henry afterwards affirmed, that his fcruplesof con-CH A P. 
fcience arofe entirely from private refledion ; and that 00 XXX. 
confulting the bifhop of Lincoln, he found that prelate ^—'' v~-' 
pofTeirecl with the fame doubts and difficulties. The king *5*7' 
himfelfy being fo great a cafuift and divine, then pro- 
ceeded to examine the queftion more carefully by his 
own learning and ftudy; and having had recourfe to 
Thomas of Aquine,. he obferved that this celebrated doc* 
iQTf whofe authority was great in the church and abfolute 
with him, had treated of that very cafe, and had ex* 
prefsly declared againft thelawfulnefs of fuch marriages '• 
The prohibitions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus^ 
and among the reft,^ that of marrying a brother's widow, 
are moral, eternal, and founded on a divine fandion ; 
and though the pope may difpenfe with the rules of the 
church, the laws of God cannot be fet afide by any au- 
thority lefs than that wjiich enaSed them. The arch- 
bi(hop of Canterbury was next applied to ; and he waa 
xequired to confult his brethren : All the prelates of Eng- 
land, except Fiflher, bilhop of Rochefter, declared una- 
niraoufly, under their hand and feal, that they deemed 
the king's marriage unlawful ^. Wolfey alfo fohified the 
lung's fcruplcs®; partly with a view of promoting a to- 
tal breach with the emperor, Catherine's nephew, part« 
ly defirous of conneQing the king more clofely with 
Francis, by marrying him to the dutchefs of Alenpon^ 
lifter to that monarchy and perhaps too fomewhat dif- 
gutted with the queen herfelf^ who had reproved him 
for certain freedoms, unbefitting his charader and ftati- 
on ^. But Henry was carried forward, though perhaps 
BOt at firft excited, by a motive more forcible than even 
the fuggettions of that powerful favourite. 

Ankz Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had been m 
created maid of honour to the queen ; and having had 29lnn. 
frequent opportunities of being fcen by Henry, and con- 
verfmg with him, ihe had acquired an entire afcendant 
over his affeSions. This young lady, whofe grandeur 
and misfortunes have rendered her fo celebrated, was 
daughter to Sir Thomas Boleyn, who had been employ- 

and 

^ Burnet, Fiddes. ^ Burnet, vol. 1. p. 38. Stowe^ fl 

S^8. • Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 46, i69» 168. Saunders- 
cylin, p. 4. * Burnet, vol. i. p. 38. Strype, vol. i. p. 88^ 
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C H A F. ed by the king in feveral embaflies, and who was allied to 
XXX. all the principal nobility of the kingdom. His wife, mother 
^-*v—^ to Anne, was daughter of the duke of Norfolk ; his own 
'5^7' mother was daughter of the carl of Ormond ; his grand-r 
father Sir GcoflFry Boleyn, who had been mayor of L.on^ 
don, had efpoufed one of the daughters and co-heirs of 
the lord Haftings *. Anne herfelf, though then in very 
early youth, had been carried over to Paris by the king's 
filler, when (he efpoufed Lewis the twelfth of France ; 
and upon the demife of that monarch, and the return of 
his dowager into England, Anne, whofe accomplifhments 
even in her tender years were always much admired^ 
was retained in the fervice of Claude, queen of France, 
fpoufe to Francis; and after her death, (he paCTed into 
the family of the dutchefs of Alen9on, a princefs of fin- 
giilar merit. The cxaft time, when (he returned to Eng- 
land; is not certainly known ; but it was after the king 
had entertained doubts with regard to the lawfulne(s of 
his marriage with Catherine ; if the account is to be 
credited, which he himfelf afterwards gave of that tranf- 
«6tion. Henry's fcruples had made him break off all con- 
jugal commerce with the queen ; but as he ftill fupported 
ikn intercourfe of civility and friendfliip with her, he had 
occafion, in the vtfits which he paid her, to obferve 
the beauty, the youth^the charms of AnneBoleyn. Find- 
' ing the accompli(hments of her mind nowife inferior to 
her exterior graces, he even entertained the defign of 
raifmg Iier to the throne ; and was the more confirmed in 
this refolution, when he. found that her virtue and mo- 
defty prevented all hopes of gratifying his paflion after 
any other manner. And as every motive of inclination 
and policy, feemed thus to concur in making the king de- 
firous of a divorce from Catherine, and as his profpeft 
of fuccefs was inviting, he refolved to make applications 
. to Clement, and he fent Knight, his fecretary, to Rome 
for that purpofe. 
Henry ap- That he might not (hock the haughty claims of the 
flies to the ^oni\Sy it was refolved not to found the application on 
pope for a any general doubts of the papal power to permit marriage 
Jivotce. in the nearer degrees of confanguinity ; but only to infill 

on 

^ Camden's preface to the lift of Eliaabeth. Bumjet, vol. i. 
P-44- 
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on particular grounds of nullity in the bull, wjiich Julius C H A P- 
had granted for the marriage of Henry and Catherine. XXX. 
It. was a maxim in the court of Rome, that^ if the pope ^"""^^^"^^^ 
be furprized into any conceiTiony or grant ai>y indulgence '5*7- 
upon falfe fuggeftions, the bull may after>irards be annuU 
led ; and this pretence had ufually been employed, where* 
ever one pope had recalled any^dced, executed by any 
of his predeceflbrs. But Julius s bull, wlieo examined» 
afibrded plentiful matter o£/this kind ; and any tribunal^ 
favourable to Henry, needed not want a fpccious colour 
for gratifying him in hj^ applications for a divorce. It 
was faid in the pream^e, that the bull had been granted 
upon his folicitationy though it was known, that, at tha€ 
time, he was belp^v twelve years of age : It was alfo af- 
firmed, as another motive for the bull, that the marriage 
was requifit^, in order to preferve peace between the 
two crowns ; though it is certain, that there was not. 
then any ground or appearance of quarrel between them, 
Thefe falfe premifes in Julius's bull, feemed to afford 
Clement a fufBcient reafon or pretence for annulling it, 
and granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond marri- 
age ^. 

But though the pretext for this indulgence had been tbtpope 
lefs plaufible, the pope was in fuch a fituation, that htfavourA* 
had the ftrohgeft motives to embrace every opportunity ^/r. 
of gratifying the Englifh monarch. He was then a pri- 
fener in the hands of the emperor, and had no hopes of 
recovering his liberty on any reafonable terms, except 
by the efforts of the league, which Henry, had formed 
with Francis and the Italian powers, in order to oppofe 
the exorbitant ambition of Charles. When the Englifli 
fecretary, therefore, made private applications to him, 
he received a very favourable anfwer ; and a difpenfation 
was forthwith promifcd to be expedited to his mafter^, 
Soon after, the march of a French army into Italy, un- ♦ 
der the command of Lautrec, obliged the Iraperialifts to 
reftore Clement to his liberty, and he retired to Orvietto, 
where the fecretary, with Sir Gregory Caffali, the kiqg^s 
refideni* at Rome, renewed their applications to him. 
They found him fiill full of high profeffions of friendfliip, 

gratitude^ 

* Collier, Ecdef. HLft. vol. 11. p. 2$. from the Cott, Lib, 
Vitell. B. 9. ^ Burnet, vol. . p, 47. 
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CHAP, gratitude, and attachment to the king ; but not fo promp 
XXX. in granting his requcft as they expeded. The emperor^ 
^— v"*^--' who had got intelligence of Henry's application to Rome, 
J 5^!^' had exafted a promife of the pope, to take no fteps ia 
that affair before he communicated th^m to the imperial 
minifttrs ^ and Clement, confined by this promife, and 
ftill more overawed by the emperor's forces in Italy, 
feemed willing to poftpone thofe conceffions deiired of 
him by Henry. Importuned, however, by the Englifh 
minifters, he at laft put into their hands a commijfton to 
Wolley, as legate, in conjundion with the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, or any other Engliih prelate, to examine 
the validity of the king's marriage, and of Julius's difpen- 
fation ** : He alfo granted them a provifional difpenfatim 
for the king's marriage with any other perfon ; and pro- 
mtfed to expedite a decretal iull, annulling the marriage 
with Catherine. But he reprefented to them the dange- 
rous confequences, which muft enfue to him, if thefe 
conceffions (hould come to the emperor's knowledge 5 
and he conjured them not to publifh thofe papers^, or 
make any farther ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch 
a fituation as to fecure his liberty and independence. And 
his fecret advice was, whenever they fliould find the - 
proper time of opening the fcene, that 'they (hould pre- 
vent all oppofition, by proceeding immediately to a con- 
dufion by declaring the marriage with Catherine invalid, 
and by Henry's indantly efpoufing fome other perfon^ 
Nor would it be fo difficult, he faid, for himfelf to con- 
' firm thefe proceedings, after they were pafTed, as previ- 
oufly to render them valid, by his confent and autho- 
rity N. 
1528. When Henry received the commlflion and difpcnfa- 
tion from his ambafladors, and was informed of the pope's 
advice, he laid the tirhole before his minifters, and afked 
their opinion in b delicate a fituation. The Engliih 
counfellors confidered the danger of proceeding in the 
manner pointed out to them. Should the pope refufc to 
confirm a deed, which he might jufily call precipitate 
and irregular, and (hould he difavow the advice which he 
gave in fo dandefline a manner, the king would find his 
(econd m^riage totally invalidated ; any children, which 

it 

•* Rymer, vol. iiv. 237. ^ Collier, frtmCott. Lib. 

Vitell. B. 10.. 
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It might bring him, declared illegitimate ; and his marri- CHAP. 
age with Catherioe more 6rm)y rivetted than ever ^. XXX. 
And Hcnry*3 apprehenfions of the poiTibility, or even pro- *-^>^-*-^ 
babilityy of fuch an event, were much confirmed, when "S^* 
he refled.ed on the charaScrand (ituation of the fovereign ^ 
pontiff. 

Clement the feventh was a prince of excellent judg« 
ment, whenever his timidity, to which he was extreme- 
ly rubj«&, allowed him to make fiill ufe of thofe talents, 
and that penetration, with which he was endowed ^. 
The captivity, and other misfortunes which he had un- 
dergone, by entering into a league againft Charles, had 
fo affe^ed his imagination, that he never afterwards ex- 
erted himfelf with vigour in any public meafures; efpe- 
cially if the intereft or inclinations of that potentate (lood 
in oppofition to him. The imperial forces were, at pre- 
fent, powerful in Italy, and might return to the attack of 
Rome, which was flill defencelefs, and expofed to the 
fame calamities with which it had already been over- 
whelmed. And befides thefe dangers, Clement found or 
fancied himfelf expofed to perils, which threatened, flill 
more immediately, his perfon and his dignity. 

Charl£s, apprized of the timid difpofitioa of thtfhefmpe^ 
holy father, threw out perpetual menaces of fummoning ror tbrtdt 
a general council ; which he reprefented as neceflary to ens bimi 
reform the church, and corred thofe enormous abufes, 
which the ambition and avarice of the court of Rome had 
introduced into every branch of ecclefiaftical adminiftra- 
tion. The power of Clement himfelf, he faid, the fo- 
vereign pontiff, required limitation ; his condu€k called 
aloud for amendment ; and even his title to the throne, 
which he filled, mightjuftly be called in queftion. The 
pope had always pafied for the natural fon of Julian of 
Kledicis, who .was of the fovereign family of Florence ; 
and tho' Leo the tenth, his coufin, had declared him le- 
gitimate, upon a pretended promife of marriage between 
his father and mother, few perfons believed that declara- 
tion to be founded on any juft reafon or authority^ 
The ctnon law, indeed, had been entirely filent with re- 
gard to the promotion of baftards to the papal throne ; 
but, what was dill dangerous, th^ people had entertained 

* ' a violent 

• Burnet, vol. «• p. 51. ' Father Paul, lib. 1. Qufc- 
mrdini. ^Father Paul, lib. 1. 
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C H A P. a violent prepoffcffion, that that (lain in the birth of any 
XXX. perfon was fufGcient to incapacitate him for fo holy an 

^-— v"^*-' office. And in another point, the canon law was exprcft 
>5*^- and pofitive, that no man, guilty of fimony, could attain 
that dignity. A fevere bull of Julius the fecond had add* 
ed libw I'andions to this law, by declaring, that a fimo- 
niacal eledion (hould not be rendered valid, even by a 
pofterior confent of the cardinals. But unfortunately 
Clement had given to cardinal Colonna a billet, contain- 
ing promifes of advancing that cardinal, in cafe hehimfelf 
fhould attain the papal dignity by his concurrence : And 
this billet, Colonna, who was m entire depcndance on 
the emperor, threatened every moment to expofe to pub- 
lic view \ 

While Charles terrified the pope with thefe menaces, 
he alfo allured him by hopes, which were no lefs preva- 
lent over his affeSions. At the time when the emperor's 
forces facked Rome, and reduced Clement to captivity, 
the Florentines, paflionate for their antient liberty, had 
taken advantage of his diftrefles, and revoking againft the 
family of Medicis, had entirely abolifhed their authority 
in Florence, and re-eftabli(hed the former democracy. 
The better to proteS themfelves in their freedom, they 
had entered into the alliance with France, England, and 
Venice, againft the emperor y and Clement found, that^ 
by this intercft, the liands of his confederates were tied 
from affifting him in the reftoration of his family; the 
event, which, of all others, he moft paflionately defired. 
The emperor alone, he knew, was able to efFeduate this 
purpofe ; and therefore, whatever profeffions he made of 
fidelity to his allies, he was always, on the leaft glimpfc 
of hope, ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial re- 
conciliation with that monarch ^ 

These views and interefts of the pbpc were well 
known in England ; aijd as the oppofition of the emperor 
was forefeen to Henry's divorce, both on account of the 
honour and interefts of Catherine his aunt, and the obvi- 
ous motive of diftrefling an enemy, it was efteemed dan- 
gerous to take any meafure of conf<?quence, in expeSa- 
tion of the fubfequent concurrence of a man of Clement's 
charader, whofe behaviour contained always fo much 
duplicity, and who was at prefent fo little at his own dif- 

pofal^ 

^ Father Paul, lib. i. • Father Paul 
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pofal. The fafeft meafure feemed to confift in previoufly CHAP, 
engaging him fo far^ that he could not afterwards recede, XXX. 
and in making ufe of his prefent ambiguity and uncertain- ^— %<^*-> 
ty, to extort the moft imponant concefllons from him. »S^3- 
For this purpofe, Stephen Gardiner, the cardinal's fecre- 
tary, and Kdward Fox, the king's almoner, were dif- 
patched to Rome, and were ordered to folicit a commif- lotbFeb. 
fion from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblige him 
to confirm the fentenceof the commifTioners,. whatever it 
was, and difable him, on any account, to recal the com-* 
miflion, or evoke the caufe to Rome x. 

But the fame reafons, which m^de the king fo defirous Ti&« 
of obtaining this conccffion, confirmed the pope in xhtp^p^''^"^ 
refdution of refufing it : He, was ftill determined to keep^"^"* 
the door open to an agreement with the emperor, and he^'*^^' 
made no kruple of iacrificing all other confidefations to 
a point, which he deemed, of all others, the moft im- 
portant to his own fecurity, and to that of his family. 
He granted, therefore, k new commifllon, in which car- 
dinal Campeggio was joined to Wolfey, for the trial of 
the king's marriage ; but he could not be prevailed on to 
infert the claufe defired of him. And thoagh he put in- 
to Gardiner's hands a letter, promifing not to recall the 
prefent commifllon ; this promife was found, on examina- 
tion, to be couched in fuch ambiguous terms, as left him 
ftill the power, whenever he pleafed, of departing, fi-om' 
it ^. 

Campeggio lay under fome obligations to the king; 
but his dependance on the pope was fo much greater, 
that he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of his 
holinefs; and though he received his commiftion in April, 
he protraSed his departure by fo many artificial delays, 
that it was Oflober before he arrived in England. The 
firft ftep which he took, was to exhort the king to defift 
from the profecution of his divorce ; and finding that 
this counfel gave great offence, he faid, that his intention 
was alfo to exhort the queen to enter into a convent, and 
that he thought it his duty, previoufly to attempt an ami- 
cable compofure of all differences ^. The more to paci- 

fy 

'^ Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. i. p. 29. in the colle6t. Le 
Grand, vol. iii. p. 28. Strypc, vol. i. p. 93. with App. 
N^. 23, 24, &c. . ^ Lord Herbert, p. 22 u Burnet, p. 
59. 1 Herbert, p. 225. 
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C H A P. Fy the king, he (hewed to himj^ as alfo to the cardinal^ 
XXX. the decretal bull, annulling the former inarrtage with Ca- 
^-^-^^^^-^ therine ; but ilo entreaties could prevail with him to 
*5^8' make any other of the king's council privy to the fecret *. 
In order to atone, in fome degree, for this obftinacy, he 
exprefled to the king and the cardinal, the pope's great 
defire of fatisfying them in every reafonable demand ; 
and in particular, be (hewed that their requeft for fup- 
preffing fome more monafteries^ and converting them in- 
to cathedrals and bi(bops fees, had obtained the confent of 
his holirtefs ^. 

These ambiguous circumftances in the behaviour of 
the pope and the legate, kept the court of England in fiif- 
penfe, .and detei-minedthe king to wait with patience the 
t<2d. *^"^ °^ ^"^^ uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile feem- 
^ ed to promife him a more fure and expeditious way of ex- 

tricating himfelf from his prefent difficulties. Clement 
was leized with ^a dangerous illnefs ; and the intrigues for 
eleding his fucceflbr, began already to take place amongf 
the cardinals. Wolfey, in particular, fupported by the 
intereft of England and of France, ei^ertained hopes of 
mounting the throne of St. Peter* ; and it appears, that, 
if a vacancy had then happened^ there was a probability 
of his reaching that fummit of his ambition. But the 
pope recovered his health, though after feveral relapfes ; 
and he returned to the fame train of falfe and deceitful 
politics, by which he had hitherto amufed the £ngli(h 
court. He ftill flattered Henry with profe(fions of the 
rtioA cordial attachment, and promifed him a fudden and 
favourable iflue of his procefs: He ftill continued his fc« 
cret negociations with Charles, and perfevered in the re- 
folution of facrificingall his promifes, and all the interefts 
of the Roraiih religion, to the elevation of his family. 
Campeggio, who was perfeAly acquainted with his 
views and intentions, protrafiied the decifion by the moft 
artificial delays ; and gave Clement full leifure to adjuft 
all the terms of his treaty with the emperor, 

"" emperor, acquainted with the king*s extreme 

fs in this affair, was determined, that he fbould 

reefs by no other mean^ but by an application to 

by deferting his alliance with Francis, which 

had 

^et, p. $8. ^ Rvmer, vol. xiv. p. 270. Strype, 

10, 1 1 1 . Append. N°. 28. * Burnet, vol. i. p. 63. 
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liad hitherto fupported, againft the fuperior force of Spain, C H AT, 
tbetottering ftate of the French monarchy, Ht willing- XXX. 
ly hearkened, therefore, to the applications of Catherine, ^— v-*^-^ 
his aunt; and promifing her his utmoft proteflTion, ex- *S*9* 
horted her never to yield to the malice and perfecucions 
6f her enemies. The queen herfelf was naturally of a 
firni and refolutt temper; and was engaged by every 
motive to perfevere in protefiing againft the injuftice, to 
which (he thought herfelf expofed. The imputation of 
inceft^ which was thrown upon her marriage with Hen- 
ry, ftruck her with the higheft indignation : The illegiti- 
macy.of her daughter, which feemed a neceffary confe- 
quence, gave her the the moft juft concern : The reluc- 
tance of yielding to a riva), who, fhe believed, had fup- 
planted her in the king's afFedions, was a vefy natural 
motive. Aduated by all thefe confiderations, flie never 
ceafed foliciting her nephew's afliftance, and earnedly 
entreating an evocation of the caufe'to Rome, where alone, 
fee thought, flic could exped juftice. And the emperor, 
in ail his negociations with the pope, made the recall of the 
commiflion, whi(:h Campeggio and Wolfey exercifed in 
England, a fundamental article \ 

The two legates, meanwhile, opened their court atjiy? Afo^. 
London, and cited the king and queeo to appear before TrVa/o/ 
it. They both pr^fented themfelves; and the king tLn^t/ftAin/^^s 
fwered to his name, when called; But the queen, in (lead ^wr''**/^ 
of anfwering to hers, rofe from her feat, and throwing 
jierfelf at the king's fe^t, made a very pathetic harangue^ 
which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes ren- 
dered the more a^edi^. She told him, that (he was « 
ilranger in his dominions, without protedion, without 
council, without aififtance; expofed to all the injuftice^ 
which her enemies were pleafed to impofe upon her: 
That ftie had quitted her native country without any other 
refource, than her connexions with him and his family, 
and hadexpeded) that, inftead of fuffering thence any 
violence or iniquity, {he was afiured in them of a fafe*^ 
guard againft every misfortune: That ftie had been hit 
wife during twenty years, and would here appeal to him- 
felf, whether her afledionate fubmiilion to his will had 
not merited ether treatment, than to be thus, after fo 

long 

A Herbert, p. 2^5. Burnet, vol. 1. p. $9. 
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CHAP, long a time, thrown from him with^fo much indignity: 
XXX. That (he was confcious — he himfeif wasafTured — that 

^— -V— ' her virgin honour was yet unftained, when he received; 
15^9' her into his bed; and that her connexions with his bro- 
ther had been carried no further than the ceremony of 
marriage : That their parents^ the kings of England and 
Spain, were cfteemed the wifeft princes of their time, 
and had undoubtedly a&ed by the bed advice, when they 
formed the agreement for that marriage, which was now 
reprefent^d as fo criminal and unnatural : And that fhe ac- 
quiefced in their judgment, and would not fubmit hcf 
caufe to be tried by a court, whofe dependance on her 
enemies was too vifible, ever to allow her any hopes of 
obtaining from them an equitable or impartial decifion ^. 
Having fpoken thefe words, (he rofe, and making the 
king a low reverence, (he departed from the court, and 
never would again appear in it. 

After her departure, the king did her the jufticc to 
acknowledge, that (he had ever been a dutiful and affec- 
tionate wife, and that the whole tenor of her behaviour 
had been conformable to the ftrifteft rules of probity and 
honour. He only infifted on his own fcruples,, with re- 
gard to the lawfulnefs o^ their marriage ; and he explain- 
ed the origin, the. progrefs, and the foundation of thofe 
doubts, by which he had been fo long and fo violently 
agitated. He acquitted cardinal Wolfey of having any 
hand in encouraging his fcruples ; and he begged a (en- 
lence of the court, agreeable to the juftice of his caufe. 

The legates, after citing the queen anew to appear 
before them, declared her contuttfciousy notwithftanding 
her appeal to Rome ; and then proceeded to the exami- 
nation of the caufe. The firft point which came before 
them, was the proof of prince Arthur*s confummation 
of his marriage with Catherine ; and it muft be confeff- 
ed, that no ftronger argument x:ould reafonably be ex- 
pe&ed of fuch a fa£l after fo teng an interval. . The age 
of the prince, who had paflfed his fifteenth year, the good 
(late of his heahh, the long time that he had cohabited 
with hio fpoufe, many of his expre(fions to that -very 
purpofe ; all thefe circumftances form a violent prefump- 
tion, in favour of the king's aCTertion ^. Henry himfeif^ 

after 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 73. Hall. Stowe, p. 543. ^ Herbert. 
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after his brother's death, was not allowed for fome time CHAP. 
to bear the title of prince of Wales, in expedation of XXX. 
her pregnancy : The Spanifli ambaffador, in order the ^— v — -> 
better to enfure pofTeflion of her jointure, had fent over *S*9- 
• to Spain proofs of the confummation of her nnarriage ^ : 
Julius's bull itfelf was founded on the fuppofition, that 
Arthur had perhaps had knowledge of the princefs : la 
the very treaty, fixing Henry's marriage, the confum- 
roation of the former marriage with prince Arthur, is ac- 
knowledged on both fides ^. Thefe particulars were all 
laid before the court, accompanied with many reafonings 
concerning the extent of the pope's authority, and his 
power of granting a difpenfation to marry within the pro^ 
hibited degrees. Campeggio heard thefe doSrines with 
great impatience ^^ and notwithfianding his refolution to 
protra£t the caufe, he was often tempted to interrupt and 
filence the king's council, when they infilled on fuCh dif- 
agreeable topics. The trial was fpun out till the 23d of 
July; and Campeggio chiefly took on him the part of 
condufting it. Wolfey, though the elder cardinal, per- 
mitted him to a& as prefident of the court ; becaule it 
was thought, that a trial, managed by an Italian cardinal, 
would carry the appearance of greater candour and im- 
partiality, than* if the king's own minifter and favourite 
had prefided in it. The bufinefs no\y feemed to be 
drawing near to a period, and the king was every day in 
expectation of a fehtence in his favour ; when, to his 
great furprize, Campeggio, on a fudden, without ^^JThscaufi 
warning, and upon very frivolous pretences '', prorogued ^^oW/^ 
the court, till the firft of Oftober. The evocation, which Rom. 
came a few days after from Rome, put an end to all 
the hopes of fuccefs, which the king had fo long and fo 
anxioufly cheriihed ^. 

During the time, that the trial was carried on before 
the legates at London, the emperor had by his minifters 
earneflly follicited Clement to evoke the caufe to Rome ; 
and had employed every topic of hope or terror, which 
could operate either on the paflion or timidity of the pon- 
tiff. The Engliih ambaffadors, on the other hand, in 
conjundion with the French, had been no lefs earneftin 
their applications, that the legate (hould be allowed to 

finifli 

'^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 35. * Rymer, vol, xiii. p. 81, 
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CHAP, finilh tht trial; bar, though they employed the fame en-' 
XXX. gines of promifes and menaces, the objeds, which they 
^ — V*"— ^ could fct before the pope^ were not fo inftant nor iniime* 
1529. diate as thofe which were held up to him by the empe- 
ror^. The dread of lofing England, and of fortifying 
the Lutherans by fo confiderable an accelTion, made fmall 
impreffion on Clement's mind, in comparifon of the anxi- 
ety for his own perfonal fafety, and the fond dedre of 
reftoring the Medicis to their dominion in Florence. So 
foon, therefore, as he had adjufted all terms with the em- 
peror, he laid hold of the pretence of juftice, which re- 
quired him, i>e faid, to pay regard to the queen's appeal ^ 
and fufpending the commiffion of the legates, he evoked 
the caufe to Rome. Campeggio had beforehand re- 
ceived private orders, delivered by Campana, to burn the 
decretal bull, with which he was intruded. 

WoLSEY had long forefeen this meafure as the furc 
forerunner of his own ruin. Though he had at firft de- 
fired, that the king (hould rather marry a French princefs 
than Anne Boleyn, he had employed himfelf,^ with the 
utmoft aiTiduity and earneilnefs, to bring the aifair to an 
happy iffue ' : He was not therefore to be blamed for the 
unprofperous event, which the pope's partiality had pro- 
duced. But he had fufficient experience of the extreme 
ardour and impatience of Henry's temper, who could 
bear no contradiQion, and who was wont, without ex- 
amination or diilinSion, to make his miniilers anfwerable 
for the iffue of thofe tranfaSions, with which they were 
entrufted. Anne Boleyn sjfo, who was prepoffeflcd 
againft him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes ; 
and as (he was newly returned to court, whence (he had 
been removed, from a regard to decency, during the trial 
before the legates, (he had naturally acquired an addi- 
tional influence on Henry's mind, and ihe ferved much 
to fortify b»s prejudices againft the cardinal '^. Even the 
queen and her partizans, judging of Wolfey by the part 
which he had openly afted, had expreffed the higheft 
animofity againft him ; and the mod oppofite iaSiont 
fecmed now to combine in the ruin of this haughty minif- 
ter. The high opinion itfelf, which Henry had enter- 
tained of the cardinal's capacity^ tended to hafien his 

downfal; 

^ Burnet/ vol. i. 7«?. ' Collier, vol. ii. p. 45. Burntt, 
.vol. i. p. 53. * Cavendifli, p. 40. 
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downfall ; while he imputed the bad fuccefs of that minlf* CHAP, 
tei's undertakings, not to ill fortune or to mi{Uke> but to XXX. 
the malignity or infidelity of his intentions. The blow,^' —vp*-'.' 
however, fell not inftantly on bis. head. The king, who * 5^* 
probably could not juftify by any good reafon his aliena« 
tion from his antient favourite, feeps to have remained 
foroe time in fufpence, and he received him, if not wijth 
all his former kindnefs, at lead with the appearance of . 
truft and regard. 

But it is found aknoft impoflible for a high confidence W9lfey*i 
and afi'eflion to receive the Icaft diminution, without fink- /a//, 
ing into abfolute indifference, or even running into the 
oppofite extreme. The king now determined to bring 
on the ruin of the cardinal with a motion almoft as preci- 
pitate as he had formerly employed in bis elevation. The 
dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were fent to require the 
great fe^l from him ; and on bis fcrupUng to deliver it S i^^^ ^^« 
without a more exprefs warrant, Henry wrote him a let- 
ter, upon which it was furrendered^ and was delivered 
by the king to Sir Thomas More^ a man, who, beildes 
the ornaments of an elegant Hter^ture, pcffeffed the high- 
eft virtue, integrity and capacity. 

WoLSEY was ordered to depart from York^Plac^, a 
palace which he had built in London, and which, though 
It really belonged to the fee of York, was feized by Hen- 
ry, and ^)ecame afterwards the refidence of the king* of 
England, under the title of Whitehall. All his furniture- 
and plate were converted to the king's ufe. Their riches 
and fplendour befitted rather a royal than a private for- 
tune. The walls of his palace were covered with cloth 
of gold or cloth of filver : He had a cupboard of plate of 
maffy gold : There were found a thoufand pieces of fine 
hoUand belonging to him^ Ihe reft of his riches and fur- 
niture was in proportion; and his opulence was probably 
no fmall inducement to this violent perfecution agairift 
him. 

The cardinal was ordered to retire to Aiher, a coun- 
try feat which he poffeffed near Hampton- Court, The 
world, who had paid him fuch ahjeii court during his 
profperity, now entirely defcrtcd him, on this f*tal reverfij 
of all his fortunes. He himfelf was much deje^ed -with 
the change ; and from the fame turn of mind, which had 
made him be fo vs^inly elated with his grandeur, he felt 

Vol. IV. G the 

^ Cavcndifli,^. 41. 
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C H A P.thk ftr«ke of advcrfity with double ri^chir**. The fmkll- 
XXX. eft af^arahce 6f his return to fevour thrtw him iflto 

^^^■^^^^^^tranlvirts of joy, unb^corhing a man. The king h^d 
^J^- feemed willing, during fonne tirtie, to interrnit the Mows, 
whtth ovt^EWhcfmed hina. He granted hitn hisproreSi- 
oh, and left him in t)o{reflRon of the ft es of York and 
\Vir)thefter. He even fent hiiti agi'acious meflkge, ac^ 
ctjVnpanie'd with a ring, as a teftimoiiy of his am^Qion. 
W'olfey, who was on horfeback when the mcffetiger met 
liiw, immediately alighted ; and throwing himfelf on his 
knees in the fnire, received in that humble poftufe thcfe 
marks of his rtiajfefty's gracious difpofition tow'ards him^. 
But his cnenrues, who dreaded his return to court, he- 
ver ceafed plying the king with accounts of his feveral 6f« 
f€fK€s ; and Anne BoJeyn in particular, who bore him no 
.kindnfefs, contributed h^r endeavours, ' in conjilnaion 
^ with her Unde the duke of Norfolk; to exclude him from 
all hopffs of ever Veing reinftated in his fdrffier authority. ' 
Hfedffrftlfled therefore his numerous retinue; and as he 
was a kind atid beneficent matter, the feparation pafled 
not witliout a plentiful eflFufion of tears on bdth fides *^. 
The king's heart, notwithftanding fdme gleams t)f kind- 
Titfi, feemed new totally hardened againft his did fav6u- 
rite. He ordefed him to be indified in the Star Cham- 
ber, where a fentcrtcc was paffed upoh him. Afid ri6t 
cbntented with this feverity, he abandoned him to ill the 
rigour of the Parliament, which now, after a long inter- 
val, was again affembled. The houfe of ford's voted ^ 
lolig c^harge ajfainft Wolfey, confifting of forty-four lir- 
ticles; and jlccompanied it whh an ipplicatiob to thfe 
king for his puniftimtht, and his removal fl-om all autho- 
rity. Liitte bppofitibn was made to this charge in the 
upp^r hbufe : No evidence of any part of it wis fo ftiuch 
as tailed for ; and as it confifts cniefiy of ger^eral jCccu- 

Novemb. fations, it was fearer fufceptifele of any '. The articlit 

were 

^ Strypei vol. r. p. 114, 115. App. 1^ ji, &c. 

^ Si0Wc, p. 547. " Cavcndifli. Stowc, p. J4^. 
: ^ The firft Article of the charge againft the cardinal is hh 
prbcuii^g the legan tine power, which, however, asitwascer-^ 
tainl^ done with the king's con&nt and penniflion, ^ofuki be 
nowife criminal Many of the other articles a Ifo regard the 
njere exerciie of that power. Some articles impute to him as 
^iTies, particular anions, which were natural or unavoidable 

/ to 
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^ttt ftnl down to the houfe of commons ; where The- CHAP. 
inas Cromwel, formerly a fervant of the cardinal, anj XXX. 
Ii^ho had been raifed by him from a very lowHation, de» ^— v**^ 
fended hi§ unfortunate patron with fuch fpirit, gencrofity, '5*9« 
and courage, as acquired hind great honour, and laid the 
foundation of that favour, which he afterwards enjoyed 
with the king. 

WoLSEY*s enemies, finding that either his innocence 
or his caution prevented them from having any juft ground 
of accufingliim, had recourfe to a very extraordinary ex* 
pedicm. An indiftmenf was lodged agkinft him, that, 
contrary to a ftatute of Richard the fecond, commonly 
called the ftatute of provifors, he had procured bulls 
from Rome, particularly that invefting him with the le- 
gantine power, which he had exerci fed with very exten- 
five authority. He confeffed the indiSment, pleaded ig- 
norance of the ftatute, and threw himfelf on the King^s 
mercy. He was perhaps within reach of the law; but 
be(Mes that this fiatme had fallen altogether into difufe^ 
nothing could be more rigorous and fevere than to impute 
G ^ to 

to any man, that was prime minifter with fo unlimited an 
authority ; fech as receiving iirft all letters from the king's 
Aiiflifttra* abroad, receiving 5rft aH vKTts from foreign miniiler^» 
deiirtog that all applications fhouid be made thro' him. Mp 
ivas alfo accused pf naming hitnfelf with the king, as if he had 
hien his fellow, the king ^n4 /• It is reported that fometioies 
he even put bis own name before the king's, ego ei rex rmuu 
But this mode of e^prefllon is juftiBed by the Latin idiom. 
It is remarkable, that his whifpering in the king's ear, knowing 
Iiimfelf to be affe£ted with venereal diftempers, is ai^ article 
againfl hhn. Mainr of the charges are general and incapable 
of proof. Lord Herbert ^oes fo far as to affirm, that no maa 
tver fell from fo high a ftation, who had fo few real crimes ob- 
jt^ed to him. This opinion is perhaps too favourable to the 
cardinal. Yet the refutation of the articles by Cromwel, and 
their being reje ^ed by a houfe of commons even in this arbi- 
tf%K^ reign, is aln^oft a demonftration of Wplfey's innocence. 
H«>ry wa^, no doubt, entirely bent on his deftrudion, whea» 
on his failure by a parliamentary impeachment, he attacked 
hinicpoh the ftatute of provifors, which afforded hitn fo little 
jafthold on that minifter. For tha.t this indi6tment was fub- 
Se^ueftt CO the ^titack in parliament, appears by Cavendifh's 
JifeofWolfey, Stowe, p. 551, and more certainly by the very 
iirticlea of impeachment t:hem(elves. Parliamentary Htftory^ 
vol. iii. p, 42. article 7. Coke's Inft. p. 4. fd. 89. 
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to him as a crime, what he had openly, during a courfe 
of fo many years, pradifed with the confent and appro- 
bation of the king, and the acquiefcence of the parliament 
and kingdom. Not to mention, what he always afiTerted 
^, and what we can fcarce doubt, of, that he had ob- 
uined the royal licence in the moft formal manner, 
which, had he not been apprehenfive of the dangers at- 
tending any oppofition to Henry's lawlefs will, he might 
have pleaded in his own defence before the judges. Sen- 
tence, however, was pronounced againft him, ** That 
*< he was out of the king's proteQion ; his lands and 
** goods forfeited, and that his perfon might be commit* 
" ted to cuiiody." But this profecution of Wolfey, tho^ 
it was not difagreeable to Henry, was carried no farther, 
ile even granted him a pardon for all offences ; reftored 
him part of his plate and furniture ; and ftill continued^ 
from time to time, to drop expreffions of favour and com- 
pafTion towards him. 

The complaints againft the ufurpations of the eccte- 
fiaftics had been very antient in England, as well as in 
moft other European kingdoms; and as this topic was 
now become popular every where, it had paved the way 
for the Lutheran tenets, and reconciled the people, in 
fome mcafure, to the frightful idea of herefy and inno-» 
vation. The commons, finding the occafion favourable, 
pafTed feveral bills, reftraining the impofitions of the 
clergy ; one for regulating of mortuaries ; another agaigft 
the exaSions for the probates of wills '^j a third againft 
flon^refidence and pluralities, and againft churchmen's be- 
ing farmers of land. But what appeared chiefly danger 
rous to the ccclefiaftical order, were the feverc inveSives, 
thrown out, almoft without oppofition, in the houfe, a- 
gainft the diffolutenefs of the priefts, their ambition, 
their avarice, and their endlefs encroachments on the laity. 
Lord Herbert '** has even preferved the fpeech of a gen- 
tleman of Gray's-Inn, which is of a v^ry fingular nature^ 
and contains fuch topics as we ftiould little expeft to meet 
with during that period. The member infifts upon the 
Yaft variety of theological opinions, which p(;evailed in 

different 

^Cavendifh, p. 72. 
^ Thefe exactions are quite arbitrary, and had rifcn to a great 
height. A member faid in the houfe, that a thoufand marks 
had been exacted from him on that acconnt. HaU, fd. 188. 
Strype, vol. I p. 73. s p ^^^ 
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different nations and ages ; the en<ilefs inextricable con- CHAP. 
troverfies maintained by the fcveral k&s ; the impo(Iibi- XXX. 
lity, that any man, much Icfs the people, could ever ^"^>^*^ 
know, much le& eicamine, the tenets and principles of *5^* 
each kQ, ; the neceifity of ignorance and a fufpence of 
judgment with regard to all thefe objeds of difpute : And 
upon the whole, he infers, that the only religion obliga* 
tory on mankind is the belief of one fupreme Being, tha 
author of nature ; and the ncceility of igood morals, in •^ 
order to obtain his favour and protedion. Such fenti^ 
tnents would be deemed latitudinarian, even in our time ; 
and would not be advanced, without fome precaution, in \ 
a puWic affenAly^ But though the firft broaching of re- 
ligious controverly might encourage the fceptical turn in 
a few perfons of a ftudious difpodtion ; the zeal, with 
which men foon after attached themfelves to their feve- 
ral parties, ferved efFe£lually to banifh for a long time all 
(iich obnoxious liberties. 

The bills for regulating the clergy met with fome 
oppofition in the houfe of lords. Bifhop Fiflier in parti- 
cular imputed thefe meafures of the commons to their 
want of faith ; and to a formed defign, derived from he- 
retical and Lutheran principles, of robbing the church of 
her patrimony, and overturning the national religion. 
The duke of Norfolk reproved the prelate in very fe- 
vere, and even fomewhat indecent terms. He told him, 
that th€ greatefl: clerks were not always the wifed men. 
But Fiiher replied, that he did not remember any fools 
in his time, who proved great clerks. The exceptions 
taken at the bi(hop of Rochefiei's fpeech flopped not 
there. The commons, by the mouth of Sir Thomas 
Audley, their fpeaker, made complaints to the king of 
the refleSions thrown upon them ; and the bifliop was 
obliged to put a more favourable conflru&ion on h^s 
werds '^. 

Henry was not difpleafed, that the court of Rome 
and the clergy (hould be fenfible, that they were entire- 
ly dependent on him ; and that fats Parliament, if he were 
willing to fecond their inclinations, were fufficiently dif- 
pofed to reduce the power and privileges of the ecclefi- 
aftics. The commons gratified the king in another par- 
ticular of m^ent : They granted him a difcharge of all 
• thofc 

J Parliamentary HKlory, vol. iii. p. 59. Burnet, vol. li. p. 82. 
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CHAP, thofe debts, which he had oontra6led flnce the beginning 
XXX. of his reign: An^ they grounded this bill, which occa- 
'^"-^v— ^^ fioned many complaints^ on a pretence of the ktjig'3 great 
^5^9* care of the nation, ^^nd of bis employing regularly aU the 
money, which he had borrowed, in the public fervicf^w 
Moft of the king's creditors confifted of friends tp the 
pirdinaU who had been engaged by their patfon ""to con- 
tribute to the fupply of Henry's necfcfli.tie« ; and the pre- 
• (ent courtiers were well pleafed to take the opportunity of 
muiaing them ^. Several alfo approved of an expedi- 
*• ent, which, they hoped, would ever after difcredit a me- 
thod of fupply, (o irregular and fo unparliameniary. 
Foreign . The domeftic tranfaftions of England were at prefent 
affairs. f^ interefticg to the king, tb^it they, oiiefly engaged Ris 
attention ; and he regarded foreign aflPairs only in fubor- 
dination to them. He had declared war againft the em- 
pe/or; but the mutual advant^es neaped by the com* 
merce between England and the Netherlands had engaged 
him to ftipulate a n^utr^dity with thofe provinces ; ^nd 
except by money contributed to the Italian war$, he had 
in cStOt exercifed no hodiltties againft any of the impe^ 
rial dominions. A general peace was this fummer efta^* 
Wifticd in Europe. Margaret of Auftria awl Louiie of 
Savoy met at Cambray, and fetikd the terms of pacifi- 
cation between the French king and the emperork Oharlei 
accepted of two millions in lieu of Burgundy ; and he de* 
livered up the two princes pf France, whom he bad re- 
tained as hoAages/ Heiu-y was fo generous to hi$ friend 
$md ally Francis, that he fent him an acquital of near 
600,000 crowns, which that prince owed him* Francis'a 
Italian confederates were not fo well fatisfied as the king 
with the peace of Cambray: They were there ainnoft 
wholly abandoned to the wiH of the emperor; and feera- 
- ^d to have no other means of fecurity left, but his equity 
and moderation. Florence, after a brave refiitance, wa$ 
fubdued by the imperial arrtis, and finally delivered over 
to the dominion of the family of Medicis. The Vene- 
tians were better treated: They were only obliged to 
rclinquifli fome acquifitions, which they had made or 
the coaft of Naples. Even Francis Sforaa obtained the 
inveftiture of Milan, a;ncl was pardoned all his paft of- 
fences. The i^nEiperqr in perfon pafled into Italy with a 
wagpificent train, and received the imperial crown from 

the 
.^ Buraet> yoj. i^ p* ?5, 
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the bapds of t\i^ ppp^ At BologM. He was bi^t tif ^fity- G H A ^. 
nine ye^rs of age ; and having already^ by his vijqur and XXX, 
capacity, fucceeded in every enterprize, and rcduqe^ to * — v^^ 
captivity th^ two greateft potentates in Europe, the poe '5*9' 
/piritual, the other temporal, he attraSed th^ eye? of all 
men; and m^ny prognoflications were formed of his 
growing empire. 

B V T though Charles feemcd to be profperous on f very 
fide, ^nd th? conqu^ft of Mexicp and Peru now begfn 
to prev^rnt that fcarcity of money, under which hp h^d 
hitherto laboured, h? found himfelf threatened with dii- 
ficufties in Germany j and his defire of remedying them 
was the chief caufe of bis grantii^ fuch moder^^te condi- 
tions to the powers in I^aly. SuUan Solyman, the grey- 
ed and moft ^ccomplifhed prince that ever fat pn the Ot^ 
toman throne, had almoft entirely fubdued Hungary, had 
befieged Vienna, andf though repulfed, ftill meaaced the 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Aqftria witl^ con- 
tjueft gnd fubjcQioq. The Lutheran princes of the en)- 
pire,' finding tbat liberty of confciepce was denied thcra, 
fed combined in ^ league for their own defence at Sma|- 
f al()e : and b.ecaufe they ppoteftcd againft the votes puffed 
in the imperial diet, they thenceforth received tie appel- 
lation of prQt.eftantt, CharJes had undertaken to reduce 
them to obedience ; and on pretence of fecuriijg tfie puri- 
ty of religion, he hgd laid a fcheme of agraudizing his 
own family, by extending its dominion over all Germany. 

The friendftiip of Henry was one material circun?- 
ftance yet wanting to Charles, in order to enfurfj fuccefs 
to his ambitious enterprizes ; and the king was iiifficJently 
acquainted, that the concurrency of that prince would at 
once remove all the difficulties, which lay in the way of 
hjs divorce; that point, which had long been the pbjed 
of his moft earned wifhes. But befides that the interefts 
of his kingdom feemed to require an alliance with France, 
his haughty fpirit could not brook a friendftiip impofcd 
on him by conftraint ; and as he had ever been ajccuftom- 
cd to fjeceive. courtfhip, fubmiflion, and folicitation froni 
the greateft potentates, he could ill brpok thfit depend- 
ence, to which this unhappy affair feemcd to have re- 
duced him. Amidft the anxieties with which he was 
agitated, he was often tempted to break off fill cpnne^^ 
ons vith the court of Rome ; and tho' he had been edu- 
cated ip a fuperftitipus reverence to the papal ^utjhprity, 

it 
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C H A P. U i» likely, that his perfonal experience of the duplicity 
XXX. and felfilh politics of Clement, had ferved much to open 
^-^ "V"*^ his eyes in that particular. He found his royal preroga- 
«S*9- tive firmly eftabliflied at home: He obferved, that his 
people were in general much difgufted with clerical ufuf- 
pations, and difpofed to reduce the powers and privileges 
of the ecclefiaftical order: He knew, that they had cor- 
dially taken part with him in his profecution of the di- 
vorce, and highly refented that unworthy treatment, 
•which, after fo many fervices and fuch devoted attach- 
ment, he had received from the court of Rome. Anne 
Boleyn alfo cpuld not fail, by her infinuations, to engage 
him into extremities with the pope ; both as it was the 
readieft way to her attaining royal dignity, and as her 
education in the court of the dutchefs of Alen9ony a 
princefs inclined to the reformers, had already difpofed 
hct to a belief of the new doftrines. But notwithftand- 
ing thefe inducements, Henry had ftrong motives ftill to 
defire a good agreement whh the fovereign pontiff. Ho 
apprehended the danger of fuch great innovations : He 
dreaded the reproach of herefy : He abhorred all connexi- 
ons with the Lutherans, the chief opponents- of the pa-» 
pal power: And having once exerted himfelf with fuch 
applaufe, as he imagined, in defence of the Romifli com- 
munion, he was amamed to rctraft his former opinions^ 
and betray from paflion fuch a palpable inconfiftency. 
While he was agitated by thefe contrary motives, an ex- 
pedient was propofed, which, as it promifed a folutionof 
all difficulties, was embraced by him with the greatefl 
. joy and fatisfaSion. 
7heuni' ^^' Thomas Cranmer, a fellow of Jefus College in 
^uerfities Cambridge, was a man remarkable in that univerfity for 
confuted his learning, and ftill more, for the candour and difin- 
alfout the tcreftcdnefs of his temper. He fell one evening by ac- 
king's cident into company with Gardiner, now fecretar'y of 
marriage, ftate, and Fox, the king*s almoner; and as the bufincfs 
of the divorce became the fubjeft of converfation, he 
obfervcd, that the readieft way, either to quiet Henry's 
confcience or to extort the pope*s confent, would be 
to confult all the univerftties of Europe with tegard 
to this controverted point : If they agreed to approve 
the king's marriage with Catherine, his remorfes would 
naturally ceafe ; if they condemned it, the pope would 
find it difficult to refift the felicitations of fo great 

^ moBarch^ 
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a monarch, feconded by the opinion of all the learned CH A P. 
men in Chriftendom \ When the king was informed XXX. 
of the propofaly he was dehghted with it ; and Iwore, with ^^^ — v--*-^ 
more alacrity than delicacy, that Cranmer had got the •5^9* 
right fow by the ear: He fent for that divine; entered 
into converiiation with him ; conceived a high opijiion of 
his virtue and underftanding ; engaged him to write in 
defence of the divorce ; and immediately, in profecution 
of the fcheme propofed, employed his agents to collefik 
the judgments of all the univeriities in Europe. 

Had the queftion of Henry's marriage with Catlierine 
been examined by the principles of found philofophy, ex- 
empt from fuperltltion, it feemed not liable to much dif- 
ficulty. The natural reafon, why marriage in certain de- 
grees is prohit ited by the civil laws, and condemned by 
the moral fentiments of all nations, is derived from men*s 
care to prefene puritv of manners; while they refleS, 
that, if a commerce of love were authorized between the 
ncarcft relations, the frequent opportunities of intimate 
converfation, efpecially during early youth, would in- 
troduce an univerfal diflblutenefs and corruption. But as 
the cuftoms of countries vary coiifiderably, and open an 
intercourfe, more or lefs reftrained, between different fa- 
milies, or between the fcveral members of the fame fa- 
mily, fo we find, that the moral precept, varying with 
its caufe, is fufceptible, without any inconvenience, of 
very different latitude in the feveral ages and nations of 
the world. The extreme delicacy of the Greeks, per- 
mitted no converfc between perfons of the two fexes, ex- 
cept where they lived under the fame roof; and even tbc 
apartments of a ftep-mother, and her daughters, lyere 
almoft as much (hut up againft vifits from the huiband's 
fons, as againft thofe from any ftranger or more remote 
relation : Hence, in that nation, it was lawful for a man 
to marry, not only his niece, but his half fifter by the 
father : A liberty unknown to the Romans, and other 
nations, where a more open intercourfe was author! z,ed 
between the fexes. Reafoning from this principle, it 
would appear, that the ordinary commerce of life, among 
great princes, is fo obftruQed by ceremony, and nume- 
rous attendants, that no ill confequence would refult, a- 
• . mong 

^ Fox, p. i860, ad edit. Burnet, vol. i. p. 79. Speed, p.^ 
769. Hcylin, p. 5. 
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C H A P.mong them, frorn the marriage of a brother's ^ widow ; 
XXX. cfpecially if the difpenfatioii of the fupreme pri^ft is prp- 
^— '-V"*'*-' vioufly requirtdy in order to juftify what may in comn^^n 
1529. cafes be cbndemoed> and to hinder the precedent fr€^n 
becoming too common add familiar. And as ftrong mp^ 
tivcs bf public intereft and tranquillity may frequently 
require fuch alliances between the fovereign fi^n^ilies^ 
there is the lefs reafon for extending towards them the 
full rigour of that rule, which has place among indi- 
viduals '. 

But in oppofition to thefe reafom, and many ipore 
which might be collefted, Heniy had cuftom and prac- 
tice on his fide, the princif^e by which-men ar^ ^ifQoft 
wholly governed in their aSions and opinions. Maf- 
.riagie^ with a brother's widow were fo unufual, that no 
other inftanqe of it could be found in any hiftory or re- 
cord of any Chriftian nation ; and tho' the popes yveie 
accuftomed to difpenfe with more effential precept^ pf 
morality, and even permitted marriages within other 
prohibited degrees, fuch as thofe of uncle and piece, the 

imaginations 

' Even judging of this queftion by the Scripture, to which 
the appeal was every moment made, the arguments for the 
king's caufe appear But lame and imperfect. Marriage In the 
degree of affinity which had place between Henrjr and Cathe- 
rine, is, indeed, prohibited m Leviticus ; but it is natural to 
interpret that prohibition as a part of the Jewifti ceremonial or 
municipal Uw : And though it is there faid, m ihe conclu- 
fion, that the gentile nations, by violatittg- theie degrees of 
coniknguinity, had incurred the divMi6' difpleafyre. the ejt- 
icofions of this mwinft to every pre<:i(e cafe befpre fpecified, is 
fuppoiiQg the fcriptures to be compofed witJji a winute accuracy 
and precifion, to which, w^ Icnow with certainly, the facred 
penmen did not think proper .to confine themfelves. The 
rfelcent of mankind from one common father, obliged them, in 
the firft generation, to marry in the neareft degrees of confan- 
gulnity : Inftances ofa like nature occur among rhe patriarchs : 
And the marriage of a brothep^s widow was, in certain caics, 
• not only permitted, bui>€veir'enjoined as a poHtive precept by 

the Mofaical law. It w in vain to fay, that this precept was 
an exception to the rule? and an exception cof\fined merely to 
the. Jewift nation. The inference is ftlll juft, that fuch a mar- 
riage can contain no natural or moral turpitude ; otherwife Gq^^ 
who is the author of all purity, would never, in any cafe, havar 
enjoined it. ' 
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iRMginatiom of raen were not a) yet reconciled to tbis par- CHAP. 
ticuUr exercife of his authority.. Several univeiiities of XXX. 
Europe, ' therefore, without hefitation, as well as with- ^-^"V"^'*' 
out imereft or reward S gave verdift in the king's fa- *S3^* 
vour ; not only thofe of France, Paris, Orleans, Bourges, 
Tholoufe, Anglers, which oiight bc fuppoied to lie under 
the influence of their prince, ally ;to Henry ; but alfo 
thofe of Italy, Venice, Ferrara, Padua, and even Bdog- 
na'itfelf, tho' under the immediate jurifdidion of Cle- 
ment. Oxford alone ^ and Cambridge ^ made ibme 
difSculty ; becaufe thefe univerfitics, alarmed with the 
progreis of Lutheranifm, and fearing a defeSion from 
the holy fee, (crupled to give their fandion to meafures, 
whofe confequences, they feared, would prove (o fatal 
to the antient religion. Their opinion, however, con- 
formable to that of the other univerfnies of Europe, was 
at lail procured ; and the king^ in order to give weight 
to all thefe authorities, efigaged his DobiUty to write a 
letter to the pope, recommending his caufe to the holjr 
father, and threatening him with the mod dangerous 
confequences in cafe of a denial of jufiice ^. The con- 
vocations too, both of Canterbury and York, pronounced 
the king's marriage invalid, irregular, and contrary to the 
law of God, with which no human power had authority 
to difpenfe ^. Bpt Cleitient, lying ftill under the influ- 
ence of the emperor^ continued to fummon the king to 
appear, either by hiiafelf or proxy, before his tribunal 
at Rome ; and the king, who knew he could expei^ oo 
fair trial there, refufed to fuhmit to fuch a condition, and 
would not even admit of any citation, which he regajtded 
as a high infult, and a violation of his royal prerogative. 
The father of Anne Boleyn, created earl of Wiliihire, 
carried to the pope the king's reafons for not appearing 
by proxy; and as the firft 'inftance of difrefpeS from 
England, refufed to kifs his holinefs's foot, which he ve-» 
ry gracioufly held out to him for that purpofe ". 

The extremities to which Henry was pu(hed, both 
againft the pope and the ecclefiaflical order, were natuv 

rally 

^ Herbert, Burnet. ^ Wood, hift. and ant. O^ lib. i. p.- 
aaj. ^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 6. '^ Rynicr, vol. xiv. p. 405. 
Burnet, vol. 1. p. 9;;. ^ Rymer, vol. xiv; p. 454, 472, 

^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 94. 
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CHAP, rally diftgrecablc to cardinal Wolfcy ; and as Henry 
XXX. forefa'w his oppofition, it is the moft probable reafon 

^^^^sT'"^ which can be afligned for his continuing to profecutc 
1.530. with fo njuch rigour his antient favourite. After Wolfey 
had remained lome time at kditr, he was allowed to 
remove to Richmond, a palace which he had received as 
a prefent from Henry, in return for Hampton- Court: But 
the courtiers, dreading ftill his near neighbourhood to the 
king,' procured an order for him to remove to his fee of 
York. , The cardinal knew it was in vain to rcfift : He 
^ tool^ up his refid^ce at Cawood in Yorklhire, where he 
remiered himfelf extremely popular to the neighbour- 
hood, by his affability and hofpitality ^ : but he was not 
allowed to'remain long unnrrolefted in this retreat. The 
carl of Northumberland received orders, without regard 
to Wolfey's ccclefiaftical charaSer, to arreft him for 
high treafon, and to condufit him to London, in ordei; to 
his trial. The cardinal, partly from the fatigues of his 
journey, partly from the agitation of his anxious mind, 
was feized with a diforder which turned into a dyfen- 
tery ; and he was able, with fome difficulty, to reach 
Leicefter- abbey. When the abbot and the monks ad- 
vanced to receive him with much refpeS and ceremony, 
he told them, that he was come to^ lay his bones ainong^ 
them ; and he immediately took his bed, whence he never 

ifflv. 28. rofe more. A little before he expired, he addrefffcd himfelf 
in the following words to Sir William Kingfton, confta^ 
ble of the Tower, who had him in cuftody. ** I pray 
♦* you, have me heartily recommended unto his royal 
'•' majefty, and befeech him on my behalf to call to hb 
** remembrance all matters that have paffed between us 
.♦* from the beginning, efpecially with regard to his bu- 
** fmefs with the queen ; and then will he know in his 
** confcience whether I have offended him. 

** He is a prince of a moft royal carriage, and hath 
<* a princely heart ; and rather than he will mifs or want 
«« any part of his will, he will endanger the one half of 
** his kingdom. 

** I DO affure you, that I have often kneeled bjjfore 
** him, fometimes three hours together, to perfuade him 
•* from his will and appetite; but could not prevail: 

" Had 

^ Cavendilli. Stowe, p. $54. 
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** Had I but ferved God as diligently as I have fcrved CHAP. 
<* the king, he would not have given me over in my grey XXX. 
** hairs. But this is the juft reward that I muft receive ^— v-*^-^ 
'< for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not regarding my ^S}^* 
•* fervice to God, but only to my prince. Therefore, 
*« let me advife you, if you be one of the privy-councU, 
'« as by your wifdom you are fit, take care what you 
" put into the king's head : For you can never get it 
" out again ^." 

Thus died this famous cardinal, whofe charaSer/^^^'j 
feems to have contained as fingular a variety as the for- death. 
tune, to which he was expofed. The obftinacy and vi- 
olence of the king's temper may alleviate much of the 
blame, vdiich fome of his favourite's meafures have un* 
dergone ; and when we confider, that the fubfequent part 
of Henry's reign was much more unfortunate and crimi- 
nal than that which had been direSed by Wolfey's coun- 
fels, we Ihall be inclined to fufped of partiality thofe hif- 
torians, who have endeavoured to load the memory of 
this minifter with fuch violent reproaches. If in foreign 
politics, he fometimes employed his influence over the 
king for his private purpofes, rather than his maider's 
intereft, which, he boafted, he had folely at heart; 
we muft remember, that he had in view the papal 
throne; a dignity, which, had he attained it, would 
have enabled him to make Henry a fuitable return for all 
his favours. The cardinal d'Amboife, whofe memory is 
precious in France, always made this apology for hie own 
condu3, which was, in fome refpeS, fimilar to Wolfey's ; 
and we have reafon to think, that Henry was well ac- 
quainted with the motives by which his minifter was in-* 
fluenced. He regretted very much his death, when in- 
formed of it ; and always fpoke favourably of his me- 
mory: a proof, that humour, more than reafon, or any 
difcovery of treachery, had occafioned the laft perfecu- 
ons againft him. 

A NEW feffion of parliament was held, together, with 1531. 
a convocation ; and the king gave ftrong proofs of his 16/i^ Jan. 
extcnfive authority, as well as of his intention to turn it APmrlia- 
to the depreflion of the clergy. As an antient ftatute, now «■'«'• 
tlmoft obfoletc, had been employed tq ruin Wolfey, and 
render his ezetcife of the le^antine power criminal, npt- 

^ithftanding . 
* Cavendifh. 
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wiihftanding the king's permifllon ; the fame law xxraisno%^ 
turned againft the ecclefiaftics. It was pretended, that 
' every one who had lubmitted to the legantiiie authority, 
»53^- that is, the whole church, had violated the ftatute of pro- 
vilors; and the attorney-general brought accordingly an 
indiSment againft them K The convocation knew, that' 
it would be in vain to oppofe rcafon or equity to the 
king's arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin would have 
been the certain confequencc of not fubmitting to Wot- ' 
fey's commiffion, which was procured by Henry's con- 
fcnt, and fuppcrted by his authority. They chofe there- 
fore to throw thcmfelvcs on, the mercy of their fovercign ; 
and they agreed to pay 118,840!. for their pardon •*. A 
confeflion was likewife extorted from them, that tAf king 
xuas the prqte^or and fupr erne kead of the church and clergy 
9/ England \ though fome of them had t)ie dexterity to 
get a clauie inferted, which invalidated the whole fub* 
milTion, and which ran in thefe terms, info far as is per^ 
mitted by the latu cfChrr/i, 

The commons, finding that a pardon was granted the 
clergy, began to be apprchenfive for thenifelves, left 
either they ffioyld afterwards be brought into trouble, en 
account of their fubmiffion to the legantine court, or a 
fapply be extorted from them, in return for their par- 
don. They therefore petitioned the king, to grant a re* 
miflion to his lay fubjefts ; but they ttnt with a repulfe. 
Pe told them, that, if he everpleafed to forgive their of- 
fence, it would be from hiscnvn goodnefs, not from thei^ 
application, left he fliould feem to be compelled to it: 
Some time after, when they defpaired of obtaining this 
Conceflion, he was pleafed to iffue a pardon to the laity | 
and the commons expreffed great gratitude for this aS of 
clemency ^. 
i^j2. By this ftrrft execution of the ftatute of provifors, a 
great part of the profit, and ftitt more of the power, of 
the court of Rome was cut ofi^;.and the connexions be- 
tween the pope and the Englifh clergy were in fome naea- 
, fare diflblved. The next feflion fotind both the king 
15M Jan, and parliament ui the fiame difpofitions. An aft was 

paffed 

. * ■ * 
^ Arrtiq. Brit. Ecdef. p. 325. Burnet, vol. i. p. io6. 
^ Holingihed, p. 923. ** HaU's obrcpicle. Hoiling/hed, p. 
923. Baker, 20% 
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pilfed agaititt levyitig the atiiwtcs or firft fruits ® ; being CHAP, 
a year's rent of all the biflioprics that fell vacant: A tax XXX. 
which was inapofed by the court of Rome for granting ^— "v-*-^ 
bulls to the nev<r prelates, ind which was found to amount *53^- 
to confiderable funis. Since the fecond of Henry the ^p>Y^ff 
feventh, no lefs than one hundred and fixty thoufandj .'" 
pounds had been tranfmitted to Rome, on account of this*' ^'"^ '^''' 
claim ; which the pafrliament, therefore, reduced to five 
p«r cent, of all the epifcopal benefices. The better to 
keep the pope in awe, the king was entrufted with a 
power of regulating thefe payments, and of confirming 
or infrifiging this ad at his pleafure: And it was 
Voted, that any cehfures that ftiould be pafTed by the 
court of Rome, oti account of that law, (hould be entire* 
ly difregarded; and that mafs ihould be faid, and the fa- 
cramems admini(lered> as if no fuch cenfures had been 
iffued. 

This feiOion the commons prefcrfed to the king a 
long complaint againft the abufes and oppreffions of the 
ccclefiaftical courts ; and they were proceeding to enaft 
laws for remedying them, when a differeitce arofe, which 
prt an end to the feffion, before the parliament had finifli- 
cA all their buflnefs. It was become a cuftom for men to 
Jnakc fuch fettlements, or tru ft deeds, of their land by 
i^^ili, that they defrauded, not only the kinff, but all 
other lords, of their wards, fDarr^ages, and reliefs ; and 
by the fame artifice the king was deprived of his premier 
ftifin, and the profits of the livery, which were no in- 
<onfiderable branches of the revenue. Henry made a 
bin be drawn to moderate, not remedy altogether, this 
abufe : He was contented, that every man ftiould have 
the liberty df difpofing in this manner of the half of his. 
land ; and h^ told the parliament in plain terms, <« If 
** they would iJDt take a reafonable thing, when it was 
** offered, he would fearch out the extremity of ^he law ; 
" and then would not offer them fo much again." The 
ferds came willingly into his terms ; but the commons re- 
jeSed the bill : A Angular inftance, where Henry might 
fee, that his power and authority, tho' extenfive, had 
yet fome boundaries. The commons, however, found 
rtafon to rcpejat of their vidory. The king made good 
bis threats: He called together the judges and ableft 

' lawyers, 

^Burnet, vd. i. Collect. N^ 41. Strypa, vol. i. p. 144^ 
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C H A P. lawyers, who argued the qyeftion in chancery; and it 
XXX. was decided, that a n.an could not by law bequeath any 
part of his lands, in prejudice of his heir '. 

The parliament being again affembled after a (hort 
prorogation, the king caufed the two oaths to be read to 
them; that which the biftiops took to the pope, and that 
to the king, on their iniUllation; and as a contradiftion 
might be fulpefled between them, while the prelates 
feemed to fwear allegiance to two fovereigns ^i the par- 
liamfsnt flicwed their intention of aboliihing the oath to 
the pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly flopped 
by the breaking out of the plague at Weftminfter, which 
cccafioned a prorogation. It is remarkable, that one 
Temfe ventured this feflion to move, that the houfc 
(hould addrcfs the king, to lake back the queen, and flop 
the profecution of his divorce. This motion occafioncd 
the king to fend for Audley, the fpeaker;. and to explain 
to him the fcruples, with which his confciencc had long 
been agitated ; icruples, he faid, which had proceeded 
from no wanton appetite, which had arifen after the fer- . 
vours of youth were pad, and which were confirmed by 
the concurring fertiments of all the learned focieties in 
Europe. Except in Spain and Portugal, he added, it^ 
was never heard of, that any man had efpoufed two fif- 
tcrs; but he himfelf had the misfortune, he believed, to 
be the firft Chiiftian man who had ever married his bro*^ 
ther's widow ^ . 

After the prorogation. Sir Thomas More, the chan* 
cellor, forefeeing that all the meafures of the king and, 
parliament tended to a breach with the church of Rome, 
and to an alteration of religion, with which his principles 
would not permit him to concur, defired leave to refign 
the great feal ; and he defccnded from this high ftation 
with more joy and alacrity than he had mounted up to it. 
The aufterity of this man's virtue, and the fanSity of 
his manners, had nowife encroached on the gemlenefsof 
his temper, nor even diminilhed that frolic and gaiety, to. 
•which he was nnrurally inclined. He fported with all 
the varieties of fortune into which he was thrown ; and 
neither the pride, naturally attending a high ftation, nor 
the melancholy, incident to poverty and retreat, could 

ever 

P Burnet, vol. i. p. ii6. Hall. Parliamentary hiftorf. 
^Burnet, vol. i. p. 123, 124. ^ Herbert. Hall, fol. 295. 
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• nver lay hold, of his. ferene and equal fpirit* While his CH \P, 
family dilcovered tyt^liitfhs of ibrrow on laying down XXVII. 
the grandeur at>d magiEHfi^encej to which they had been ^^— v—*-* 
•ccuftomed, he drew.a i«bjeQ of nwith from their dif- *S3^ . 
tieffes; and made thfpi 4iib^<r»^d of iofmg even a mo* 
ment's chearfulnefs, on acqoupt of fuch trivial misfor-* 
times. The king, who had entertained a hjgh opinion of 
his virtue, admitted;hi* fcfifc^nation with iome difficulty; 
and he entruiled the great feal ioon after ti> Sir Thoma$ ^ 

Audley. . 

. DyRiifQ thefe tranfa^^iQivs in England, andthefein* 
vafions* of the papal and fcclefiaftical authority, th9 
court. of Rome was not without, folicitude, andiheenter* 
tained verj juft apprehefifions of lofw»g entirely her au- 
thority iri England ;. the kingdom, . which of all others^ 
had long been moft devoted to the holy fee, and which 
had yielded it, the mf4k ^fjnp\e revenue.. While the im~ • . 
peri^l cardinals pufhedCliec^^t to proceed to extremities 
9%9JLfiOt the.kit^,' bis;mof;e moderate and impartial cmmi- - \^. . . 
fellqr* repr^fpnted to him the- indignity of. his proceed* • " ^ 
tugs; that a great mofiarch, who had fignaiized himfelf^ 
|x)thby ))i5fen aiidhlf fviordf iathe pope's caufe, (hould 
be demed^i favpuFy .;wbip)h 1|<^ demanded on fuch juil 
grounds, ^ud which had fcarce ever before been refufed 
ta any perfon of his p^nk arul ftation, Notwithftanding 
thefe remonftrances, the queen'si appeal was received at 
Rome ; theking was cited.^^o appear; and.feveral condf* 
dories >vere held^ to examine the valMity of theijr mar- 
riage. Jlenry w^s determined j not to fend any' proxy to 
plead his caufe before this court: He only difpjitched . 
Sir Edwa;'d Karne and ^h. Bonner, in quality of excufa<^ 
tors, ib thej were Cidled, t;o c^rry his apology, for not 
paying that deference to.vhe papal authority., The pre* 
rogatives of his crown, 1^^ faid, nriuft be facrififced, if ho 
allowed of appeals from his own kingdom ; and as the 
queftion regarded confcience, not power x>r intereft, no 
f)roxy could fupply his p^ace, or convey that fatisfaSlon, 
:which the dilates of his own mind cotild ak)ne confer* 
In order to fupport himfelf in this rneafure, anp addgreat* 
er fecurity to his defedion from Rome> he procured an 
interview with Francis at Boulogne and Calais^ where be 
renewed his perfonal friendiltip, as well as public alliance, 
with that monarch, and concerted all meafures for their 
mutual ^efcnqe*' Ho even ernployed arguinents, by 
Vol. "rV. . H. which, 
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C H A f*. which, hg believed, he had perfbadtd Francis to imttar^ 
XXX. hU example in withdrawing bis ob<;<itetice from the bw 

^— V"'-^ (hop of Rome, and admiDtftemi^ ecckliaftical affsHrs 
*53*' without having farther recoarfe to rtidt fee. Aftd being 

14/^ AW. now fully determined in his own mind, as well as refolutc 
to ftand all confequences, he privately celebrated his 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, whom he previoufly created 
tnarchionefs of Pembroke. Rowland Lee, fcoA affe^ 
raifedto the bifbopric of Coventry, officiated at the nrtar- 
riage. 'the duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new fjneetj, 
her father, rhother, and brother, together wkh Dr. Gran- 
mcr, wtt^ pfef«nt at the eereowny ^ Atine btcamii 
pregpant foon after her ndnrriage; and this event, both 
gave great joy to the king, and was r^gardtfd by the peo- 
ple as a ftrong proof of the queen's former modefty and 
virtue. 
1533. The parliament was again afTembfed; and Henry,- itl 

4ih Feb. ctrnjnnflioti with the great dOffifieiJ of the nation, proceed-* 

A Parlia^ ed ftill in thofe gradual and fethifi^ fteps, by whith theJT 

*>'*'• kicrtened their Connexions v^ith'thc fee of Rditie, artd re- 
preffed the ufurpations of the ^R6ihan pontiff. An %& 
Stm niade agtinft all appals to Roitie i^catifes^f matrix 
lno«iy, divorces, wills, and' (jither fuits eognit«bl^in e<S 
clefiaflical courts ; appeals efleeiy^ed di(hono^ble to the 
kingdom, by fdbjeditig it to a f^h^ign jurifUiaidn ; atM 
found to be infinitely vexatious, by the expence and the 
delay of juftice, which neceffiirily attended 4hein''^. The 
more to ibew his difregard to the pope, Henrys finding 
the n^w queen's pregnancy to advance, pubHcly owned 

t24b Apr. his marriage ; and in order to remove all doubts With re* 
gard to its'lawfnlneft, he prepared meaftires fbr detlaring, 
by a formal feittence, the invalidity of his fiStm^r mar-^ 
ridge with Giathcrine : A fentence which ought ntatttralt^ 
to have preceded his efpoufals of Anne ^. 

The king, amidft hisfcruplesand remorfcs on adcotint 
bf bis firft miirriage, had always treated Catherine with 
re^a aftd xliftihaion ; and he endeavoured, by every 
fofi and' perftiniive art, tp engage her to depart from her 
appeal to Rome, and her oppofition to his ditorce. 
Pindhig her omKnate in maintaining the jnftice of her 
efufe, he had totally forborne all vifits and i^^frcoorfis 

wkh 

« Herbert, p. 540, 341. '^- 24Heii. Vlft. c. 11. 

P Coffio^ vol. 11. p. 31. aiul Recjjds, N« 8. 
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with her;; adpd had deflied htr teffiiMke ^icKce pif $ny one C HA P. 
«f his patocei^ in wtueb five ihovii plf^fe to refide, She ^VKX. 
huk&^tA her court ft^r foa» lime |l| Aaupbill near Dun- *— -v'-'*-^ 
Babh ; iui4 it was in: this Uuief town that Cxs^n^ier, now V5|l« 
^iK $d aif hhi(hop of Gaiiic«pba(y» on the d^th pf War-^ \ 
Wm ^9 w#t appoioted teiopien hu court for ^^^ipinii^ 
i-he^ validity of her maniage. The nf ar neighbourhood »<>'* 4ftr? 
dP thd pUf^ was cjiofeOf in order to deprive her of all pleii 
oi^«p«»Qce } ai9d4^ iW ni»<i« no anfwer to the citation^ 
etihtic by henltlf or proxy 9. &tt was deiH^rfd C9ntunu^ms \ 
|Mi)^lbfi prifnsie proceeded tjQ the exaaunation of thecaufe> 
Tk^ fhrktepfics of Acthun's ooi^Iiju^mfttiQa of bis iparrisig^ 
w^e pQodt^eed; rtie opinion <3if the iimverfuies were 
feidy t^eiher wttfetlve jiodgment pronounced two ycar^ 
before by ihe oonyasation$>b0$h of Canterbary and Yor]^ 
KBd.^fl^f tbdtpn(pairsa»ry flep<, Cranrper proceeded tp 
fr fisiai^sicf ^ 4Dd aniHilfled^e king's nmrji^ge with Cathe* 
eNi# as tiol^wtulf and in¥^i4 By a fubfi^qitj^n^ fentenpet 
|i« f MfiBodtte iDfllrrlage with Anne Bobey n» who ibon afrei: 
¥^a^ pi^bjiicly cro^BJidiquinrii^ , wiitK all th^ ROfQp 4Qd digr 
;»^«y Aiited^tor diat ceremomy: "^^ T^iQQmpleie (b^ kln§^a 
- ) M ,%e frMftfaSiQi^ 



lands of tt. By a ninth he was ordained. to be confecrated» 
rfiddeg^lheoRtfctha wms in rbe posiifioal. By a tORth bull the 

v^jtbi tbe arphiblftiQp of Yprk, 

^j-e Fequired to put tf^on hin^. 

draw %es t^officqi, whioh the 

of fpr money. If may be worth 

re be tpok the oath to the pope» 

d xiot iniepd theri^Jby to reftrain 

A^as bound to, either by his dttty 

ry i and that he renounced every 

I any of thefd. Thi4» device was 

fiR nvention of fome cafuift, and not very compatible with that 

drift fincerity, and that fcrupulous confcience, of which Cran* 

i«rr#ade^profc|aieft/ Collier, vol; ii. inCoU.N^Jk*. Buitiet, 

vol. i. p. i^, 119. ^ iieylin, p. 6j 
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CHAP. fttwfaQSon, on the coodafion of this intric«i« andVexk^ 
XXX. nous affair, (he was faWy delivered of a daugfeier, who 

^-— V — -^reccifed the name of Eiizabeifa, *rd who afcervHirds 
1533' fwayed the fcepier with fuch renown and felicity* : H€b- 

'jth Sept, ry was fo much delighted with the birth of this cMM^ 
that foon after he conferred on her tti« title of princefe*^ 
Wales ^; a ftep fomewhat inegular, as fhc: wa« ooljr 
prefumpiive^ -not apparent heir ^ . the crown. ;But he 
had, during bis former marriage,, thoaght propi^tll^ho-* 
nour his daughter Mary with that title ; and he wii6 de€3^r<^ 
mined to be^ow on the offspring of his prefent marriwgei 
the f;^me marks of difitn£lion, as wrell as to etrdode Kta^ 
ry from all hopes of the fu^cefluHk His regard ^ the 
new queen feemed rather to incveafe than dimtoiih by hi» 
marriage ; and all men expe^ed to fee the entire afcendant 
of one who had mounted 9 throne, from wfakfa h^^'birth 
had fet her at fo great a diftance^ and who, by a propel* 
mixture of feVerity and indulgence,- had long managed ^ 
intraaaWe a fpirit as that of Henpy; In order to etface^ 
las much as poiiible, all marks erf ^iifirftmstrriage^ JUord 
Mountjoy was fent to the unfortunate and divcs!ced<|ue[en> 
io inform her, that {he was-henceforth to be treated on- 
ly as princefs-do wager of Wales; and all means were 
employed to make her acquiefee in that deteanfioatfon. 
But ihe continued obftinate in maintaining the validily of 
her marriage; and ihe would admit of no fervice fr^o^h 
any perfdn, who did not approach her with the accuftpii(i«^ 
ed ceremonial. Henry, forgetting his wonted generofity 
towards ber^ employed menaces ^ainA fuch of her,f<Mr»- 
vants as complied with her commands in this particular^ 
.but was never able to caake her -relinquifh her tide and 
pretenfions *^. - i: V .;...: 

When intelligence was conveyed to Romeof tfaefe 
^•»^mili^ion», fo injurious to the authority and reputalioti 
of the holy fee, the cotKlavc was in a rage, and at! tfte 
cardinals of the imperial fafition urgied the pope to proceed 
to a definitive fentence, and to emit his fpiritual thunde/s 
.againft Henry. But Clement proceeded no farther than - 
jto declare the nullity of Cranmcr's fentence,.as well as 
that of tienry's fecond marriage j threatening hun ^yith 
excommunication, if, before the fii;(l of Nove«)ber elv- 

fuinjf, 

, Q- Burnet, vol. i. p. 134. ^ Hcrberi, p. $%6, , Burnet, 
vol. i. p. 132. » • / ; . ; 
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filing,* Kfe did not replace^very thing in the conjJition, In C H A P. 
which they formerly ftood ^ An event had happened, XXX, 
frchn which the pontiff expeSed a more amicable conclu- ^^— ■v*«*J 
fvon of the difference, and which hindered him from car- i533- 
rying matters to extremity againttthe king. 

The pope had claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara 
forihe foyercigmy of JReggio and Modena'^j and having 
fubMifted his pretenfions to the arbitration of the empe« 
ror, lie was furpr;ized to find a fentence pronounced 
againft him. Enraged at this difappointment, he heark- 
ientd to propofals of amity from Francis; and when that 
monarch made overtures of marrying the duke of Orleans, 
lis fecbnd fon, with Catherine of Medicis, niece to the 
pope, Clement gladly embraced an alliance, by which his 
family was fo much honoured. An interview was even 
appointed of the pope and French king at MarfeiHes; and 
Francis, as a common friend, employed his good offices 
in fhediating an agreement between bis new ally and the 
klngof England. 

Had this connexion of France with the fee of Rome 
taken place a few years fooner, there had been little dif- 
ficulty in compofing the quarrel with Henry. The king's ^ 
reqtieft was an ordinary one; and the fame plenary pow- 
er of the pope, which bad granted a difpenfation for his 
efpoufing Ca*^'*'-— --^Md eafily have annulled the mar- 
riage. But lis of the quarrel, the ftate of 
affairs was n d on both fides. Henry had 
fliakcn off n reverence, with which he had 
beenevly ii e apoftolical fee; and finding, 
that his fubje£^s of all ranks had taken part with hiiu, 
and willingly complied with his meafures for breaking 
foreign dependance, he had taken a reliih for his fpiritual 
authority, and would fcarce, 'it was apprehended, be in- 
duced to renexy his fubmifilons to the Roman pontiff. 
The pope, on the other hand, ran now a manifeft rifque 
of infringing his authority by a compliance with the king; 
and as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refted on 
nullities in Julius's bull, but would be conftrued as an ac- 
jcnowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was forefeen^ that 
the Lutherans would thence take occafion of 'triumph, 

and 

^Le Grand, vol.iji. p. 566. '^^ Biirnet, vol. ii. p. 133. 
Cuicciardini. 
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^ H A P. itid would ptrfcvtrc more ^&if\ttcly m thpk ftcfcnt 
XXX. principles. Bu^ notwitbftanding ih^ie obfttdcsy Francis 
**— v-*-^ did not d^air of mediating an agreement. Jlc ot)ferved 
^533* ^hat itic kin|; hgd (till ibme reniauis of prejudice in favour 
of the. apoftolic fef » and was apprebeni^ve of the confe* 
quences, which n^ight enfue from too violent innovattcos. 
He faw plainly the intereil, that Clement liad in pre* 
ferving the obedience of England, which was one of the 
richeft jewek in the papal crown« And he hoped* thai 
tbefe motives on both fides v^uld facilitate a vnotua) agree? 
foent, and would forward the eSt&s of his gpod of^icf, 
Francis firft prevailed on the pope to promife, that, 
if the king wopld fend a proxy to Rome, and thereby 
fubmit his caufe to th^ holy feCi he would appoint com« 
fniffiopers to rjoeet at Cainbr^y* and form the process.; 
and he would immediately afterwards pronpunce the fen- 
' tencj^ of diyorce, required of hinu Bellay» biifaqp of 
Paris, was peyt d}fp#tched tp London, j^nd obtaimd :| 
promife pf the king, that he would fubmit his caufe tq 
the Roman cprififtpry, prpvified fhe cardinals of the im- 
«.. , ^^ perial faSion w^c e^pcluded from it. The prelate cafr 
Malbreacb^^^^ this Verbal promife to Ro^ne j and ^hc pope a^greedi^ 
^itb ^hat, if the kjpg wotld fign ^ >vritten s^gr^ctncnt to the 
fimen f^nic ptfrpofe, his demands flibuld be ftilly complied with, 
fi day was appointed for the retiirn of the meifengets.} 
and all the world regarded this affair, which had threat- 
ened a violent rupture between England and the liomiil^ 
church, as drawing towards afi amicable conclufion V, 
^ut the great^ft affairs olten depend on the moft frivolous 
incidents. The courier, who farricd the king's written 
promife, was detained beyond the day 'appointed : Newsi 
were brought to Rome tb^t a libel had been publi&ed m 
England againft the court of Rom^, and 4 far<:e a&ed be*- 
fore the king in d^rifion of the pope and cardinals K 
tldMar. The pope anid cardinals entercij into the confiftory cn^ 
flamed with anger ; and by a precipitate fentence* the 
marriage of Henry and Catherine was pronounced valid, 
and Henry declared to be excommunicated, if he refufed 
to adhere to it. Two days after the courier arrived ; and 
Clement, who had been hurrit^d from his uiual prt^^ 
dence, found, that, though he repented heartily pf this 

hafty 
^ Father Paul, Kb. i. ^ m. ^ ' ? 
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Jnfijr iilfiifiwe^ it wpuld be difficult for him to retrad it^ C H A P* 
or rcplftce affairs on the fame footing as before. XXX. 

It i$ oot probable, that the pope, had he conduced ' v^--— ' 

limfelf with ever fo great moderation and temper, could < 534* 
iM>pe, during the life-time of Henry, to have regained 
much authority or influence in England. ThsLt monarch 
was both impetijous and obftinate in his charader ; and 
having proceeded fo far in throwing off the papal yoke, 
he never could again have been induced tamely to bend 
his neck to it. Even at the time, when he was negociat* 
ing a reconciliation with Rome, he either entertained fo 
little hopes i}f fuccefs, or was fp indifferent about the 
event, that he had affembled a parliament, and continued 15/^ Jan. 
to ena^ laws totally deftrudive of the p^al authority. ^ Parliar 
The people had been prepared by degrees for this great w'"'* 
imiovarion. Each preceding feflion had retrenched fome- 
thifig from the power and profit of the pontiff. Care 
had been taken, during fome years, to teach the nation, 
that a general council was much fuperior to the pope. 
But BOW a biflxop preached every Sunday at Paul's Cf ofs, 
in order to inculcatf th^ dodrine, that the pppe was Enti- 
tled to no authority at all beyond the bounds of his own 
(diocefe \ The proceedings of the parliament (hewed 
that they had entirely adopted thisopinipn, and there is 
ivafon to believe that the king, after having procured a 
favourable fentence from Rome, which would haye re- 
moved all doubts with regard to his fecond marriage and 
the fuccefiion, might indeed have lived on terms of civi- 
lity with the apofiolic fee, but never could have furren- 
dered to it any confiderable ihare of his prefumed prero* 
gative. The importance of the laws, paffed this feiTioni 
even before news arrived of the violent refolutions taken 
at Rome, is fufficient to juftify this opinion. 

All payments made to the apoftolic chamber ; all 
provifions, bulls, difpenfations, were abolifhed: Monaf- 
teries were fubjeded to the viiitation and gpvernn^ent of 
the king alone : The law fqr punifhing heretics was mo- 
derated; the ordinary was prohibited to imprifon or try 
any perfon upon fufpicion alone, without prefentment by 
two lawful witneffes; and it was declared that to fpeak 
againft the pope's authority was no herefy : Bilhops were 
to be appointed, by a conge tT elire from the crown, or, in 
cafe cf the dean and chapter's refufal, by letters patent i 

and 
^ Burnet, vol. 1. p. 144. 
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C H A P. and no recourfe was to be had to Rome for ps^ bullffj, 
XXX. or prcwifions: Gampeggto and Ghinucci, two Italians, 

^■^— v*"^^ were deprived of the biftioprics of Sdlifbury and Worcc- 
'534- fter, which they had hitherto enjoyed ^: The law, 
which had been formerly made again ft paying annates or 
firft fruits, but which had been left in the king's power 
to fufpend or enforce, was finally eftabliihed : And a fub- 
miffion, whic}i was enaQfed two years before from the 
clergy, which had b^en obtained with great difficulty, rc*-^ 
ceived this feflion the fan6iion of parliament ^. In this 
fubmiffion, the clergy acknowledge, that convocations 
ought only to be affembled by the king's authority ; th^y 
promife tb enaS no new canons without his confent ; an4 
they agree, that he fliould" appoint thirty-two commiffion- 
ers, in order toexamine the old canons, andabrogale iiich 
as ihould be found prejudicial to his royal prerogative '*, 
An appeal was alfp' allowed fropi the biftiop's court tp 
the king in chancery. 

But the moft important law, palTed this feiEon, vras 
that which regulated the fvrcceflion to the crown : The 
marriage of the king with Catherine was declared un- 
lawful, void, anc( of no eflfeS : The primate's fentencc, 
annulHngit,'was ratified: And the marriage with queen 
Anne wa^ eftablifhed and confirmed. The crown was 
•appointed tp defceiid to the ifitie of this marriage, and 

^oth M?/\ failing them to the king's heirs for ever. * An oath like- 
wiic was enjoined to be taken in favour of this order of 
fucceffion, under the penalty of imprifonment during the 
'king's pleafme, and forfeiture of goods and chattels. 
"And all (lander agairrft the king, queen, or their iffue, 
••was^fubje^ied ^to the pediatry of mifprifion of treafon, 
' After thefe compliances, the parliament was proroguec^; 
and thole a6ts, fo contemptuous towards the pope, and 
' To deftruSive of his 'authority, were pafled at th6 very 
time that Clement pronounced his hafty fentence againft 
'the king. Henry^s refentment againft queen Catherine, 
* on' account of her obftinacy, was the reafon why he ex- 
cluded her daughter from- all hopes of fucceeding to the 
'cro*wn ; contrary to his firft intention, when ' he began 
' the fiiit pf fiivorfe, aqd pf difpenfation for a fepond mar- 
riage. ' 

■ ■ ■ '• '■.'.,' The 



*' ^^ Le Neve's Fafti Ecclef. Ang\. . '^ 25 H. 8. c. \% 

? Collier, vol. ii. p. 69, 70. ^' '-•'•- ' 
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The king found Ms ecdefiaftical fubjcSs as compliant C HAP. 
as the laity. The convocation ordered^ that the aS a- XXX. 
gainft appeals to Rome, together with the king*s appeal ^— v-*— ' 
from the pope to a general council, (hould be affixed to 'SH- 
the doors of aH the churches in the kingdom : And they 
▼oted that the bifhop of Rome had, by the law of God, 
no more jurifdidion in England than any other foreign 
bifhop; and that the authority, which he and his prcde- 
ceffors had exercifed there, was only^ by ufurpatioti and 
the fufferance of Engltfh princes. Four perfons only 
oppofed this vote in the lower houfe, and one doubted. 
It pafled unanimoufly in the upper. The bifhops went 
fo far in their complaifancc, that they took out new com- 
miffions from the crown, where all their fpiritual and 
epifcopal authority was exprefj^ly affirmed to be derived 
ultimately from the civil magiftrate, and to Jbe entirely 
dependant on his good pleafure ^. 

The oath regarding the fucceflion was generally fworn 
throughout the kingdom. Fiiher, bifhop of Rochefter, 
and Sir Thomas More, were the only perfons of note, 
who jenteHairied fcruplts wirh regard to its legality, 
f i(her was obnoxious on account of fome praSiccs, into 
which his credulity^ rather than any l?ad intentions, ftems 
to have betrayed him. But More was the perfon of 
greateft reputation in the kingdom for virtue and integrity; 
jind as it was believed, that Jhis authority would have in- 
fluence on the fentiments of others, great pains were 
taken to convince him of the lawfulness of the oath. He 
declared, that he had no fcniple with regard to the fuc* 
ceffion, and thought that the parliament had foil power 
>o fettle it: He offered to draw an. oath himfelf, which 
would afiure his allegiance to the heir appointed; but he 
refufed the oath preicribed- by law ; becaufe the preamble 
tS that oath afferted the legality of the king's marriage 
with Anne, and therehy implied, that his former mar- 
riage with Catherine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, 
the primate, and Cromwel, now fecretary of ftote, who 
h^hly loved and efteemed More, eameftly entreated him 
to lay afide his fcruples; and their friendly importunity 
feemed to weigh more with him, than all the penalties 
attending his refufal ^. He perfifted however, in a mild, 
though firm manner, to maintain his refolution; and the 

king,^ 

* CoHigr's Ecclef. hift;voI. ii. " Burnet, vol. J. p- 156. * 
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C H A F. kingf irriuted M^bft himms wcll^ FUh<r» orckaod^em 
XXX. both to be iWiocd upon tbe j(Utute^ 4uid commincd ipri* 
^ fona:3 to the tower. 

Thx parliament, being again aflenablod^ conferred on 
the king the title of the only iupreme Atiad on eartk ^^f 
the church of England ; as |bey had ab^dy^ inveftod him 
v^ith all the real power belonging to it. Im this Bie9ior«» 
blead# the parliaqQtAt .granted lum .power, lor rather ac- 
knowledged his inherent power, ** to vifit, and repreft^ 
^ redrefs, reform, order, corre3» Teftr,ain, eratiaeiid all 
^ errors, herefics, ahufes, offences, contempts and enof* 
<^ mitJes, which fell under any (jpiritoal aiHhority cur ju- 
** rifdidion^." Theyalfo declared it ^eafon to attein{>t, 
imagine, or fpeak evil againil the kii>g, <]ueen, or his 
heirs, or to endeavour depriving ibeoa ot their dickies 
or titles. They gave him a right Xe all die aiimtea and 
tythes of benefices, which h*d foraierly be^n faid to the 
court of Rome. They ^pranted him a fubfidy and ft fif- 
teenth. They attainted More a0d Fiiber for tntrpnAoa 
4>{ trcafon. And they compieated the union of EiiigiAad 
and Wales, by giving to that priocipaliry aU^ba benefit 
of the Englifli Uws. *^ 

Thus the aatbority of tbe.popoi, like til e^carbitant 
power, wa« ruined by theexcefs of its accpiifitm^* and 
by ilretching its pretenfions beyond what it was po^iiHe 
for any huoian principles qr prepo0eiBot|s to (bftjiin. The 
right of granting indulgences had in form^ ages contri- 
buted extremely to enrich the hdy fee; but being open- 
ly abufed, they ferved to excite the firft commotions and 
oppofitions b Germany. The ppercgaiivc of panting 
difpenfations had alfo contributed much to attaok-all the 
r ibvereign princes and ^reat families in Europe to the pa- 
pal authority ; but meeting with an unlucky concurrence 
, of circumftaoces, was now the caufe, >why England fepa- 
rated herfelf from the Jlomiih communion. The ac- 
knowledgment of the king^s fupremacy introduired there 
a greater fimplicity into jthc government, by ^HMting the 
fpiritual with the ^Ivil power, and preventing difpules 
about limits, which never . could be exadly ctelermined 
between the contending parties. A way was alfo prepur ed 
for checking the exorbitancy of fuperfhtion, and breakieg 
thofe (hackles, by which ail human reafon^ poUey, aid 
induilry, had to long been incumbered. . The prince, it 

may 
' » 26 IJ. 8.^.1. 
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nujr be fuppo&d» being be^d of t\^ rcligiooi at well iw C H A P. 
ofthe temporM juritdiaion ef the kingdoo^ tbowgh he XXX. 
might fometimes employ the forrapr as ao engine of go- ^^-^-^^'^^^ 
veramenjty bad no imercft, like tie Ronaan oomiff, in *5^f" 
fipjpri(bing its^^c^^^tfTovnhi an^ except woen blind- 
ed by ignM-ance or bigotry, wojdd be fuf« to retain it 
within tolerable Hmm, and prevent \ti abufes* And 0/1 
tHe whole, there foHo>ved,' from thefe revgi^ui^ns^ ver^ 
benefical cpofequeoc)^ I though perhaps aeitber forefeen 
nor intended by the perfon^ wb:b had the Chief hand ia 
cooduSing them, 

While Henry proceeded with fo rowch order and 
JranquiUity in changing the antrent religion* and while 
his authority feemcd entirely fec^re in England, be was 
held in fome tnqmetu^c by the i^ate of af^irs in Ireland 
and in Scotland, 

The earl of Ktldare was deputy of Ireland, oader 
the d^ke of Richnioi)d» the k\ng s natural fon, ^ho 
bore the title of lieutenant ; and as Kildare was accufed 
of feme violenee? againft the family of Oflbry, his here- 
fttary enemies, he was called over to anfwer for his con- 
dud. He left ills authority in the bands of his Ton, wl^o 
yvearing that his father was thrown into prifon, and wk^ 
in danger of lofing his life, immediatelv took up arn^s, 
und joining bknfejf to 0'>I«ale, O'G^f rol|^ and other Irifli 
IK)hility, comniitted many ravages, murdered Allen, 
archbifliQp of Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. "" Old 
Kildare mean* while died in prifon, and his fon, pcrfever- 
ing in his revolt, made applications Xo the enrip^ror, who 
promified him affiflance. The king was obliged to (end 
over fome forces to Ireland, which fo harraf&d the rebels^ 
that Kildare, finding the emperor backward in ful^liag 
his proroifes, was reduced to the ncceffity of furrendering 
hinifelf prifoner to Lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy^ 
brother to the marquis of Dorfet. He was fent over tp 
Ei^ad, together with his five uncles ; and after trial 
and convidioft, they were all brought to public juftice; 
though two of the uncles, in order to fave th^ family^ 
|iad pretended to, jqin the king's party. 

The earl of Angus had acquired the entire afoendant 
i.a Scotland 4 and having got podTeffion of the king's per- 
(op, then in eirjy youth, he was able, by means of that 
adyaptage, and by employing tjie power of hi& own fanjily, 
" "^ ■ • " 'to 
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C H A P. to retain the reins of government. The queen-dowager> 
XXX. however, his fpt)ufe, bred him great difturbance : For, 
^---v^-*-> having feparated herfelffrom him, on account of feme 
1534- jealoufics and difgufts, and having procured a divorce, 
fhc had married another man of qaality, of the nWme tjf 
Stuart ; and (he joined all the difcontented nobility, whb 
oppofed Angus*S authority. James himfelf was diflatis- 
fied with the flavery, to which he was reduced ; and by 
fecret corre(pondence, he excited firft Walter Scot, then 
the earl of Lenox, to attempt, by force of arms, to free 
him from the hands of Angus. Both enterprizrCs failed of 
fuccefs; but James, impatient of rcftraint, found means 
at laft of flying to Stirling, where hrs mother then re- 
fided; and having fummoned all the nobility to attend 
|iim, he overturned the authority of the Douglafies, and 
obliged Angus and his brother to fly into England, where 
they were protefted by Henry. The king of Scotland, 
being now arrived at years of majority, took the ffrivcrn- 
ment into his own hands; and employed himfeif with 
great fpirit and valour, in repreflin^ thofe feuds, ravages, 
and diforders> which, though they difturbed the courfe of 
public juftice^ ferved to fypport the martial fpirit of the 
Scots, and contributed, by th^t means, tp maintain nati- 
onal independency. . He was defirous of irenewingthe atr- 
ticnt league with the French nation; but finding Francis 
in ctofe union with England, and on that account fome^ 
what cold in heaikening to liis propofals, he received 
the more favourably the advances of the emperor, who 
lioped, by means of fuch an ally, to breed difturbance to 
England. He offered the Scots king the choice of three 

■ princeffes, bis own near relations, and all of the n^me of 
Mary; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his niece a 
daughter of Portugal, or his coufin the daughter of Hen- 

^ ry, whom he pretended to difpofe of unknown to h?r 
father. James was more inclined to the latter propofal, 
had it not, upon refleftion, been found impraaicabtc; 
and his natural propenfity to France at larfl prevailed over 
/ all other confide'rations. The alliance with Francis nc- 
ceffarily engaged James to maintain peace with England. 
But though invited by his uncle, Henry, to cotfierwith 

'him at Newcaftle, and concert common meafqres for 
reprefiing the ecclefiaftics in both kingdoms, and (baking 

• crffthe yoke cf Rome, he could not be prevailed ^ it h to 

V. put 
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pat hirofejf in the king's power. In order to have a pre- C H A P« 
text for refufing the conference, he applied to the pope, XXX. 
lod obtained a btief, forbidjdjng hini|4eit||^e in any per- *— ><^-*^ 
fopal negociations with an enemy of the holy fee. From '534- 
thefe.meafures^.Heocy^ eafily concluded, that he co^ld^. 
Miy little depend on the friendihip of his ntphew. Upt 
tboft events took,ju>t pkice till fome time after our prc- 
fcat period. , .. 
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Ike tmiftiP^ **— . Fmfkit pv^gtirfi of the r^^s(tim 



CHAP. 
XXXI. 




and execuiscw of Fifber bifbop of BjuchejitT -^ ** 
Thomas Moire — ■ — King exconmmiicatea — — l^€atk of 

queen Catherint Supprejfion of the leffer momfteries 

— — A Parliament -« A convocation ^ronfiation 

of the bible -^ — Dif grace of queen Anne ^--'^ Her trial 

{md e^ecidion -— — A FaHiament ——if convocati' 

en Difcontents among the people Infurre£iion 

Birth of prince Edward and death of fueen Jnne 

Supprejfion of the greater monafhries — ^^ Cardinal 

Fole, 

TH £ antient and almoft uninterrupted oppofition of 
interefts between the laity and clergy in England^ 
and between the £ngli(h clergy and the court of Rome, 
liad fufficientiy prepared the nation ibr a breach with the- 
fovereign pontiff; and men had penetration enough to 
difcover abufes, which were plainly calculated for th& 
temporal advantages of the hierarchy, and which they 
found dcftruaive of their own, Thcfe fubjefts feen^ 
proportioned to human linderftanding; and even the peo- 
ple, who felt the power of intereft in their own breafts, 
could perceive the purpofe of thofe numerous inventions, 
which the interefted fpirit of the Roman pontiff had in- 
UP<biced into religion. But when the reformers proceed- 
ed thetYC€to difpute concerning the nature of the facra- 
ments, the operations of grace, the terms of acceptance 
with the Deity, men were thrown into ama'/.ement, and 
were, during fome time, at ar lofs how to chufe their 
party. The profound ignorance in which both the cler- 
gy and laity formerly lived, and their freedom from theo- 
logical altercations, had produced a fincere, but indolent 
acquieCcence in received opinions; and the multitude 
were neither attached to them by topics of reafoning, nor 
by thofe prejudice^ and antipathies againft oppqneiits, 
whif h have ever a more natural and powerful interoft 
over them. As foon as a new opinion therefore was ad- 
vanced> fupported by fuchan authority as tcicall up iheti- 

attention^ 
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artenriofiy they felt thtfircapftctty tottUy unfitted for Aieh C H A^P. 
ilifqQifitions; and they perpetvaUy flu&uatcd between the XXXI. 
contending parties. Henc^ the quick and violent move- ^— ^v*-*^ 
ments by which the people were agitated, even in the i,'554« 
moil oppofite dtredions : Hencd their feeming proflitu- 
tion, in iacFfficitVg to prefcfnt power the moft facred prin- 
ciples : And hef)€# the rapid progrefs during forae ttme^ 
and thofuddwv «$ well as entire check (bon after^ of the 
new dodrines. When men were once fettled in their 
parttcular feSs, and bad fortified thenrfdves in an habi- 
tual deteftation againft thofe denominated heretics, they 
adhered with more obftinacy to the principles' of their 
education ; and the limks of the two religions remained 
thenceforth fixed and unehangeaMe. 

Nothing forwarded more the firft progrefii of the 
refbrmers, than the ofhr^ which they made, of fttbmit- 
itig all religioiis dbdrines to prii^ate judgment^ and the 
fiimmofi5given>. to every one to e^famine the principle* 
formerly impofed upon him^ Tho^h the multitude 
ttere totally unqudified for this mrderfaking, they yee 
were highly pleifed with it; They fancied, that they 
wereexercifi^ their judgment, while theyoppofed/ W 
fhe prejudices of anttent authority, more powerful ^re^ 
jodices of another Khd. The novchy itfelf of the doc- 
irincs; the plcafiire of an imaginary triumph in di(p«te ; 
fhe fervent zeal of the reformed preachers; their patietice^ 
and* even alacrity, in fuflFering pcrfecution, deaths »n<t 
(onAents ; a dHkiilVagatnft the rellraints of the old reli-^ 
gion; an indignation againit the tyranny and interefled^ 
f^ritof the ecdefiaftics; thefe motives were prevalent* 
with the people, and by fuch confiderations were menfo 
generally induced, during that age, to throw off the re- 
ligion of their anceftors. 

But irt proportion as the praftice of fubmittmg , reli- 
gion to private judgment was acceptable to the people, 
it appeared, in fome refpefts, dangerou* to the rights o( 
fovereigis, and fcemed to deftroy that implicit obedi- 
ence, on whict^ the authority of the civil magiftrate ia 
rf>iefly founded The very precedent, of (hakin^ fuchr 
an antient ^nd deep founded eAablt&ment as that of the 
Roman, hierarchy, might, it was apprehended, prepare 
the way for orhier innovations. The republican fpirir, 
which nafurally took place among the reformers, increafed 
this jealoufy. The furious inforredions of the populace^ 

' excited ' 
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CHAP, ^dted by Miinccr ^nd otbec anabaptifts in Ocjcmsinjr *y 
XXXI. furoifhed a new prcrence for decrying the reformiltp^fi^ 

^"•"^v^'^i^ Nor ought we to conclude, becaufe proteftants in our 
*S34- time prove as duiiful ful^je^s as tbofe of any other cof^ 
rounioni that therefore li|ch ^prehenfions were akc^e' 
ther without any appearance or plaufibility. Though 
the liberty of private judgment he tuoderedto the dik:i-» 
pies of the reformation, it isjiot in reality accepted ; ami. 
men are generally contented to acqiiiefe implicitly in thofe 
eftabliihment^, howeyernew, ii^tp which their early edu- 
cation has thrown them. 

' No prince in Europe was poffeffed. of fuch ablblute. 
authority, as Henry, not even the pop^ himfeli^ in .iits, 
own capital, where he. united both the ^ivil and ecclefi^; 
ailical powers ^ ; and thece wm$ fiQaJl likelihood, . thaC 
any doftrine, which lay under the imputation of encou^ 
paging (edition, could ever pretend, tp J^is favour and 
^^QOntenance. But befides this political jealoufy, ther^ 
was another feafqi)^ which inipired th|s imperious ^mprt 

Of the narch with an av^fion. to the $^t%i^^v^f^%. He had e^j^ 

^n^. declared his fcntingents againft Luther j and having, cn- 
' tered the lids in thofe fcbolaftic quarrels, he had received, 
from his courtii^rs and, theologians, infinite applaufe for 
hi$ performance. Elated by this ^imaginary fuccefs, and 
blinded by a natural arrogance and obAinacy of temper* 
he , had entertained the mod lofty opjnipn of his pwt^ 
erudition; and he received with impatj^ce, mixed wirfe 
contempt, any contradidion to his feqtimjofits. LfUtfaer. 
alio had beet) fo imprudent, as to treat in a very indecent 
manner his royal antagonid \^ and tboiigh he afterward 

;4]^de 

A Sleldan, h*b.4» & 5. — , ; - , 

• Here are the terms in which the kin 2*5 njiniflcr expreiecf 
himfelfto the pope. Ar non, inquam, iar|cllta5 veftra plerof- 
que habet quibufcum arcanum altqulirl crediJerii, putet id non 
frilnus celatum effe quam-fi uno tantum peOEore conrfnereturj 
quod miHfo magis ferenlilimo Angllse Reg? e venire debet, cut 
fingtiti in fuo regno funt fuhjefti, neque etiam velint, pofTufif 
Regi non efTe fideliflimi. Vse namque illis, H vel parvo mo- 
nwntb ab illius voluntate recederent. Le Grand, torn. ill. p. 
^t3. The king once fiud publicly before the council, that if 
any oae fpoke of bun or his adtions» in terms which became 
fhem not, he would let them know that he was mafler, £t 
gy'l n'iy auroit fi belle tctc quil ne fit vbler. . Id. p. aiS,^ 
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made the faumbleft fubmiffions to Henry, and apologized CHAP, 
for the vehemence of his former expreflions, he never XXXI. 
'could efface the hatred, which the king had conceived ^ — ■s<^»*,i 
4^inft him and his doSrines. The idea of herefy ftill x534« 
appeared deteftable as well as formidable to that prince ; 
and whilft his rcfeniment againft the fee of Rome had 
correSed one confidcrable part of his early prejudices, he 
had made it a point of honour never to relinquifli the 
reft. Separate as he ilood from the catholic church and 
from the Roman pontiff^ the head of it, he ftill valued 
himfclf on maintaining the catholic doftrine, and on 
guarding, by fire and fword, the imagined purity of his 
fpeculative principles. 

Henry's miniftersand courtiers were of as motley aO//iS# 
charader as his condud ; and feemed to waver, during mnifttrsi 
this whole reign, between the antient and the new religi- 
on. The queen, engaged by intereft as well as inclina- 
tion, favoured the caufe of the reformers: Cromwel, who 
was created fecretary of ft^te, and who was every day ad-* 
vancing in the king's confidence, had embraced the fame 
views; and as he was a man of prudence and ability, he 
was able, very effedually, though in a covert manner, to 
promote the late innovations: Cranmer, ar(;hbi(hop of 
Canterbury, had fecrcily adopted the proteftant tenets; 
and he had gained Henry's friendfhip by his candour and 
fmcerity } virtues which he pofleOed in as eminent a degree 
^ thofe times, equally diftraded with fa&ion and oprefT- , 

ed with tyranny, could eafily permit. On the other 
band, the duke of Norfolk adhered to the antient faith ; 
aod by the greatnef^ of his rank, as well as by his talents, 
both for peAce and war, he had much authority in the 
king'* council : Gardiner, lately created biftiop of Win- 
chefter, had inlifted himfelf in the fame party ; and the 
fupplenefs of his charader, and dexterity of his condud^ 
had rendered him ettremely ufcful to it. 

All thefe minffters, while they flood in the raoft ir- 
reconcileable oppofition of principles, were obliged to dif- 
guife their particalar opinions, and to pretend an entire 
agreement with the fentimeuts of their matter. Crom- 
wel and Cranrtier ftill carried the appearance of a con- 
formity to the antient fpeculative tenets ; but they artful- 
ly made ufe of Henry's refentment to widen the breach 
with the fee of Rome. Norfolk and Gardiner feigned an 
aflent to the king's fupremacy, and to his renunciation of 
Vol. IV. 1 the 
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C H A P. the fovereign pontiff; but they encouraged his pafllon for 
XXXI. the catholic faith, and inftigated him to punifh thofe 
*"^— v— ^-^ daring heretics, who had prefumed to rejed his theolo^ 
*534- gical principles. Both fides hoped by their unlimited coril- 
pliancc to bring him over to their party : The kingrnean- 
while, who held the balance between the fadions^ was 
enabled, by the courtfliip paid him both by protedants 
and catholics, to aflume an immeafurable authority : And 
though in all thefc meafures he was really driven by his 
ungoverned humour, he cafually maintained a courfe, 
which led more certainly to arbitrary power, than any 
which the mod profound politics could have traced out 
to him. Artifice, refinement, and hypocrify, in his fitu^ 
ation, would have put both parties on their guard againft 
him, and would have taught them referve in complying 
with a monarch, whom they could never hope thoroughly 
to have gained : But while the franknefs, fincerity, and 
opennefs of Henry *s temper were generally known, as 
well as the dominion of his furious paflions ; each fide 
dreaded to lofe him by the fmalleft oppofition, and fiat- 
, tered themfclves that a blind compliance with hit will, 
would throw him, Cordially and fully, into their interefb. 
The ambiguity of the king's condt^, though it kept 
the courtiers in awe, ferved, in the main, to encourage 
the protefiant dodrine among his fubjeds, and promoted 
that fpirit of innovation, with which the age was gene- 
rally feized, and which nothing but an entire uniformity, 
as well as a fieady feverity in the adminiftration, could 
be able to reprefs. There were fomc Englifiimen, Tin- 
dal, Toye, ConAantin^, and others, who, dreading the 
exertion of the king's authority, had fled to Antwerp^; 
where the great privileges, pofleffed by the Low Country 
provinces, ferved, during foroe time, to give them pro- 
Tarther , tedion. Thefe men employed themfelves in writing 
/rt)^ry}(?/Engii(h books, againft the corruptions of the church of 
tberefor- ^Qxtit'^ againft images, reliques, pilgrimages; and they 
mau$n, excited thfe curiofity of men with regard to that queff ion, 
the moft important in theology, the terms of acceptance 
with the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Luther- 
ans and other proteftants, they aflerted, that falvatioQ 
wa§ obtained by faith alone ; and that the moft infallible 

road 

^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 1 59. 
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road to perdition ■ was a reliance on good works i by which C H A P. 
terms they underftood^ a» welt the moral duties^ as the XXXI. 
ceremonial and monailic obfervances. The defenders of *"— "v-^ 
the antient religion^ on the other hand, maintained the *S34- 
efficacy of good works y hut though they did not exclude 
from this appellation the fecial virtues, it was ftill the fu- 
perditions, gainful to the church, which they chiefly ex- 
tolled and recommended. The books, compofed by thefe 
fugitives, having ftole over to England, began to make 
converts every where ; but it was a tranflation of the 
Scriptures by Tindal, that was efteemed mod dangerous 
to the eftabliflbed faith. The'firft edition of this work, 
compofed with little accuracy, was found liable to confi- 
<ierabie objeftions; and Tindal^ who was poor, and 
could not afford to lofe a great part of the impreflion, 
was longing for an ppportunity of correfiking his errors, of 
which he had been made fenfible. Tonftal, then biibop 
of London, ibon after of Durham, a man of great mo- 
deration, being defirous to difcburage, in the gentled man- 
neri thefe innovations, gave private orders for buying up 
all the copies which could be found at Antwerp; and he 
burnt them publicly in Cheapfide. By this contrivance, 
he fupplied Tindal with money, enabled him to print a 
new and xorred edition of his work, and gave great 
fcandal to the people, in thus committing to the flames 
AewoPd^Go<(S 

The difciples of the. reformation met with little ff ve- 
rity during theminidry of Wolfey, who, though himfelf 
a clergyman, bore too fipall a regs^rd to the ecclefiadical 
order, to ferve as an indrument of their tyranny: It wa$ 
even an article of impeachment againd him ^, that by 
his connivance he had encouraged the growth of herefy, 
and that he had protefited^nd acquitted fome notorious 
-offenders. Sir Thomas More, who fucceeded, Wolfey ^y/rW^wi 
as chancellor, is at once an objc£t deferving our compa^ More, 
, I 2 Con, 

■ Sacrilegiorti ed et fropietas vellc plactre Deo per opera & 
/ion per folam fiderti. Luther ad*verfui regem. Ita vides quam dr- 
ves fit homo chriiHanus five baptizatus, qui etiam yolcns non 
^ poteft perdcre. falutcm fuam . quantifcunque peccatis. NuHa 
^nim peccata . poifunt eum damnare Qiii iq^redulitas. Id. de 
eaptMtnti Bahyhnica. 

^ Hall, fol i86. Fox. vol i. p. 138. Burnet, vol. i. p. 
'i9- * Articles of impcachtnent in Herbert. Burnet. 
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(5 H A P. (ion, and ait inftancc of the ufual progrefa of mem fcnti- 
XXXI. ments during that age. This naan^ whofe etegant genius 
^^"■v"""^ add familiar acquaintance with the noble fpirit of antiqui*' 
1 534* ty had given him very enlarged fentiments, and who had 
in his early years advanced principles, which even at pre*- 
fent would be deemed fomewhat libertine, had, in the 
courfe of events, been fo irritated by polemics, and 
thrown into fuch a fuperfiitious attachment to the antient 
faith, that few inquifitors have been guilty of greater vi- 
olence In their profecutions of herefy. Though adorn- 
ed with the gentleft manners, as welt as the pureft inte- 
grity, he carried to the utmoft height his averiionto hete- 
rodoxy^ and James Bainham, -in particular, a gentleman 
of the Temple, experienced from him the higheft feve- 
rity. Bainham, accufed of favouring the new opmions^ 
was carried to More's houfe ; and having refufed to dif- 
cover his accomplices, the chancellor ordered him to be 
whipt in his prefence, and afterwards fem him to die 
Tower^ where he himfelf iaw him put to the tortin-e. 
The unhappy gentleman, overcome by all thefc feirerities^ 
abjured his opinions; but feeling afterwards the deepeft 
compunfition for his apoftacy, he openly returned to his 
former tenets, and even courted the crown of martyr- 
dom. He was condemned as an obdinate-and relapfed 
' heretic, arid was burned in Smithfield ^. 

Many were brought into the bifhops touits for of- 
fence, which appear very trivial, but which were regarded 
as fymbols of the party : Some for teaching their cfeAldren 
the Lord's prayer in E^lifti; others for readifig the 
New Teftameht in that language,* or for ^)eaking againft 
pilgrimages.^ To harbour the perfecut^ preachers, to 
iiegled the (ads of the church, to declaim againft the 
Views of the clergy, were capital ofiences. One Thomas 
Bilney, a prieft, whd had embraced the new do^ine^ 
' had been terri6ed into an abjtaration ; but was fo haunted 
by remorfe, that his friend» dreaded fome fatal e£Feds of 
his defpair. At laft, his mind feemed to be more com- 
pofed; but this appearing- calm proceeded onlv from the 
reiblution which he had taken, of expiating his pad of- 
fence, by an open confeiTion'of thetruthy iind by dyio^ 
a martyr to it* He went through Norfolk, teaching eve* 
ry where the people to beware of idolatry, and of trad- 
ing for their lalvation either to pilgrimages or to the cowle 

• " ^ of 

* Fox. Burnet, vol. i. p. 165. 
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cf St. Francis, to the prayers of the iaints, or to ittiages. CHAP. 
He was foon feized, tried in the btfiiop's court, and con- XXXI. 
demned as a rclapfed heretic; and the writ was fent ^"""v— ^ 
down to bum him. When brought to the ftafce, he dif- 'SJf- 
eovered fuch patience, fortitude, and devotion, that the 
^edators were much afFe3ed with the horrors of his 
punifhmem ; and fome mendicant friars, who were pre- 
fern, fearing that his martyrdom would be imputed to 
them, and mafce them iofe thofc alms, which they re- 
ceived from the charity of the people, defired him pub^ 
lidy ta acquit them ^ of having any hand in his death. 
He very wittingly complied ; and by this meefcnefs gained 
the more on the fympathy of the people. Another per- 
fbn, ftill more heroic, being brought to the ftake for der 
nying the real prefence, fcemed almoft in a tranfport.of 
joy ; and he tenderly embraced the fagots, which were to 
be the inftruments of hit puniftimept, as the means of 
procuring him eternai reft. In (hort, the tide turning to- 
wards the new doSrine, thofe fevere executions, which, 
in another difpofition of mens minds, would have fu^ced 
to fupprefe it, now ferved only the more to diffufe it a? 
mong the^peoptei and to infpire them with horror againft 
the unretemiag perfeGuton^ 

But though Henry neglf filed not to punifli the pro- 
teftam doSrine, which h^ ^emed herefy, his mod for- 
midable enemies, he knew, were the zealous adherent^ 
to the antient religion, chiefly the monks, who, havinjg 
their rmmediate depeodance on the Roman pontiff, apr 
prehended their own ruin to be the certain confequence of 
abolifliing his authority in England. Peyto, a friar, 
preaching before the king, had the afliirance to tell him, 
^* That many lying prophets had deceived him» l)ut he, 
** as a true Micajah, warned him, that the ^og$ would 
f' 4ick his Wood, as they had done Ahab's^." Th^ king 
took tio notice of this iniiilt ; but allowed the preacher tQ 
depai^ in peace. Next "Sunday, he employed Pr. Corren 
to preach before him; who j unified the king's proceed- 
ings, and gave Peyto the appellations of a rebel, a flan- 
derer, a dog, and atrayior. Elfton, another friar of the 
fame bouHe, interrupted the preacher; and told him, 
that he wzi ©ne of the lying prophets, who fought to. 
eftablifli by adultery the fucceffion of the crown ; but 

that 

' Burnet, vol. 1. p. 164. • Stiype, vol. i. p. 167* 
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CHAP, that he himfelf would juftify aU that Peyto tod faiA 
XXXI. Henry filenced this petulent friac ;, but (hewed no other 

'^■^-v^^-' mark of refentment than ordering Peyto and him to bfc 
« 534* fummoned before the ctmncil,. and :io be rebuked for tbei* 
offence "• He even here bore patiently foioe n^w in* 
fiances of their obftinacy and arrogance. For when the 
earl of Effex, a privy counfellor, told them, thar thcjr 
deferved for their offience to be thrown into the Thitipes; 
Elfton replied, that the road to heaven lay as neac by 
Water as by land '. 

But leveral monks were dete&ed in a confpiracy, 
which, as it might have proved more dangerous «o the 
king, was on its difcovery attended with more fatal con-^ 

^he Af/2fW Jcquences to themltlves. Elizabeth Barton, of Aiding^ 

<if Kent, ton in Kent, commonly called the holy Maid of Kenti 
had been fubje£t to hyfterical fits, which threw hex body 
into unufual convulfions; and having produced an equal 
diforder in her mind, made her utter ftrange fayings^ 
which, as fhe was fcarce confcictus of them during tBe 
time, had foon after entirely cfcaped her memory; The 
filly people in the neighbourhood were flruck with thefe 
appearances, which, they imagined to be fupernatural ; 
and Richard Mafters, vipar of )thc pariih, a defigniog 
fellow, founded on them a projed, by which he hoped 
to draw both profit and confideration to himfelf. He went 
to Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, then.alive; and 
having given him an account of Elizabeth^s revelations^ 
he fo far wrought on that prudent, but fuperflitjous pre- 
late, as to receive orders from him to watch her in her 
trances, and to note'down carefully all her future Cayingf^ 
The regard, paid her by a perfon of fo high a rank, focn 
rendered her flill more the objeQ of ttteation-toithe 
neighbourhood ; and it was eafy for Mailers tp ; perfuade 
them, as well as the maid herfelf, that hftr ^liyings were 
infpirations of the Holy Ghoft. Knavery, as is ufual, 
foon after fucceeding to illufion, fhe learned to ppwter- 
feit trances; and fhe then uttered, in an extr^KJFdinary 
tone of voite, fuch fpeeches as were diS*t?d to her by 
her fpiritual direSor. Matters aflociated with him Dr, 
Booking, a cannon of Canterbury ; and their defign was 
to raife the credit of an im%e of the virgin, which flood 
^ .^ . ia 

" Collier, vol. li. p. 86. Burnet, vol, i. p. iS^- ' Siow<> 
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in a chapel belonging to Mafters, and to draw to it fuch CHAP, 
pilgrimages as ufually. frequented the more fanaous images XXXI. 
and reiiques. ^ In profecution of this defign, Elizabeth ^"^'^"'^^'"**^ 
pretended revelations^, which dircAcd her to have re- *^3^ 
courfe to that image for a cure ; and being brought be- 
fore ity in the prefeoce of a great multitude^ flie fell 
anew into convulfions; and after diftorting her limbs and 
countenance duiing a competent time, (he affeded to 
have obtained a perfcS recovery by the interceflion of 
the virgin ^. This miracle was ioon bruited abroad ; 
and the two priefts, finding the impofljare to fuCceed be- 
jond their own eipedations, began to extend their views^ 
and to lay the foundation of more important enterprizesj» 
They taught their penitent to declaim af atnft the new 
dodrincs, which fhe denominated herefy; againft inno- 
vations in eccieriaftical government ; and againft the king's . 
divorce from Catherine. She went fp far as to affert, . 
that, if he profecuted that defign, and marri^ed another, 
he ihould not be. a kin^ a Tnonth longer, and (hould not . 
an hour longer poffefs Che favour of the Almighty, but 
ihouid die the death of a villain. Many wmjas through- 
out England, either from folly, or roguery, or frona fac- 
tion, >vhich is often a complication of botn, entered into 
this delufion ; and one Deering, a friar, wrote a book of* ^ 
the revelations and prophecies of Elizabeth ^. Miracle^ 
were daily added, to encrej|lc the wonder ; j|nd the pul- 
pit every where refounde(J with accounts of the fanftity 
and mfpirations of this new prophetefs. Meflages werc- 
carried from her to queen Catherine* by which that 
princefs was exhorted to perfift in her oppofition to the 
divorce; the pope's ambafladors gave encouragement if^ 
the popular credulity ; and even Fifher, bifhop of Ro- 
chefler, tho' a man of fenfe and learningf was carried 
^way with an opinion fp favourable to the party, which 
he had embraced ^. The king at laft began rp think the 
matter worthy of his attention ; and having ordered Eli- 
^beth and her accomplices to be arrefted, he brought 
them before the ftar-chamber, where they freely, with- 
out being put to the torti^re, made confeffion of their 
guilt. Th^ parliament^ in the feffion held the beginning 
of this y^ar^ puffed an a& of attainder againft fome who 

were 

^ Stowe, p. S^o. Blanquet's Epitome of Chronicles* 
^ Strype, vol. i. pi i8i. ?, Collier, vol. ii. p. 87* 
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CHAP, were engaged in this tFetfcmaUe impofture ^ ; an<^ Elr* 
XXXI. zabcth herfelf, Mafters, Bockiog, Deering, Rich, Rif- 

y— *v 'by, Gold, fuffcred for their crime. The biftiop of Ro- 

*534* chcfter, Abel, AcWifon, Laurence, and others, were 
comienlned for mirprifion of tre^fon ; beca^rie they ha4 
not difcovered ibhie prinnnai fpeeches which they heard 
from Efeabeth 9 : And they were thrown into prifon. 
The better to undeceive the multitude, the forgery of 
many of the prophetefs's miracle^ was detedted ; and 
even the fcandalous proftitution of her manners \yas laiij 
open to the public. Thof? paflipn^, which fo naturally 
infimiate themlelves amidft the warm intimacies main- 
tained by the dcvoteea of different fexes, had taken place 
between Elie^abeth and her f onfederates ; and it was 
found, that a door to her dormitory, which wa$ faid tp 
have been miraculoufly opened, in order to give her ac- 
ccfs to the chapel, for the fake of frequent converfe with 
heaven, had lyeen contrived by Pocking and Ms^fters for 
lefs refined purppfips. 
<S3S« The deteSion pf this impofture, attended vfith fo 
many odious circumftances, hurt much the credit of the 
ecclefiafticS) particularly of the monks, and indicted the 
jking to take vengeance on them. He fuppreffed three 
monafteries of the' p|)fervantine friars; atid finding that 
little clamour was excited by this aA pf power, he was 
fhe nK)re encouraged to lay his rapacious hands on the 
reft. Meanwhile, he cxercifed punifliment on individu- 
als, who were obnoxious to him. Th^ parliament had 
snade it treafon to endeavour depriving the king of his 
: They had lately added to his other titles,, 
le head of the church: It was inferred j 
s fgprenf>acy was treafon ; and nwmy priors 
:s loft their lives for this new fpecies of 
:ertainly a high inftance of tyranny to pu- 
lelivery of a political opinion, efpecially 
; affeQed the king's temporal right, as a 
though attended with no overt aft ; ancf 
in paflfing this law, had overlooked all the 
^hich a civilized, inuch more a free peb- 
governed : But the violence of chaffing 
whole fyftem of government, and making 

»* 25 Hen. Vin. c. 12. Burijet, vol. 1. p. 149. Ifall, fol. 
^20. ® G6dwin*s AniKils, p. 53. 
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Jt tred^ to deny what, during many ages, it had been CHAP, 
hcrefy to affcft, is an event which may appear fomewhat XXXI. 

extraoFdinary. Even the ftern unrelenting mind of Hen- /*^*^ 

Ty was, at firft, fliocked with ihefe fangu i nary mcafii res ; *535- 
and he went fo far ds to change his garb and drefs; pre- 
tending fcMTow for the neceffity, by which he was pufh- 
ed to luch extremities. Still impelled, however, by his 
violent temper, and defirous of ftriking a terror into the 
whole Nation, he proceeded, by making examples of 
fiflier and More, toconfummate his lawlefs tyranny. 

John Fisher* biihop of Rochefter, was a prelate, TV/W and 
eniinent for learning and morals, ftill more than for his execution 
eccleftaftical dignities, and for the high favour, which he o/Ft/ber, 
bad long ppffeffed with the king, When he was thrown ^fi^P ^f 
into prifon, on aq^unt of his refufing the oath of fuc- ^»^^/^^- 
ceflion, and his concealment of EU^^abeth Barton's trea* 
fonaWe fpecc:he9, he had not only been deprived of ail 
his revenues, but dripped of his very cloaths, and with- 
out confideration of his elxtreme age, he was allowed no- 
Ihing but rags, which fcarce fufficed to cover his naked- 
ncft ^, In this condition, he lay in prifon above a twelve- 
fnonth ; when the pope, willing to recompenfe the fuffer- 
ings of fo faithftil an adherent, cre^ed hini a cardinal ; 
though Flflier was fo carelefs of that dignity, that, even 
if the purple were lying on the ground, he declared that 
he would not ftoop to take it. This promotion of a nrian, 
merely for his opppfition to royal apthority, rouzed the 
indignation of the king; and he refolved tp make the in- 
nocent perfon feel the effcfts of his refentment. Fifher 
was indided for denying the king's fupremacy, was tried, zzJ June. 
condeinnjBd, and beheaded. 

The execution of this prelate was intended 4s a warn- Qf Sir 
jng to More, whofc compliance, on account of his great Thomas 
authority both abroad ^nd at home, and his high reputa- More, 
tion for learning and yirtue, was anxioufly defined by the 
king. That prince alfo bore as great perfonal aflfeSion 
and regard to More, as his imperious mind, the fport of 
paflions, was fufceptible of towards a man, who in any 
particiilar oppofed his violent inclinations. But More 
(lould never be prevailed on to acknowledge any opinioi^ 
fo contrary to his principles as that of the king's fuprema- 
fyj and though Henry exaSed that compliance from the 

whole 
f FuHer's Church Hift. book S, p. 203. 
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CHAP, whole nation, there was, as yet, no larW obliging any one 
XXXI. to take an oath to that purpofe. Rich, the foTlcitor genc- 

*— *v"*^ ral, was fent to confer with More, then a prifoner, wha . 
'S35* kept a cautious filence with regard, to the fuprepiai;y : ; 
H[5 was only inveigled to fay, that any queftion with re-, 
gard to the law, which eftaWifhed that prerogative, wa» 
like a two-edged fword : If a perfon itnfwer one way, it > 
will confound his foul ; if another, it will deftroy his body. 
No more was wanted to found an indiAment of high trea- 
fon againft the prifoner. His /ilen<?e was called malicw 
ous, and made a part of his crime; and thefe words, 
which had cafually dropped from him, were interpreted 
as a denial of the fupremacy ^ Trials were mere for- 
malities during this reign : The jury gavefentence againft 
More, Who had long expeSed this fate^ and who needed 
no preparation to fortify him againft the terrors of death. 
Not only his conftancy, but even his cheerfulnefs, cay^ 
his ufual facetioufnefs, never forfook Jiim ; and be nnide' 
a facrifice of his life fo his integrity with the fame iijdif* 
ference that he maintained ip any ordins^ry occurrence,; 
When he was mounting the fcaffold, he (aid to one, 
** Friend, help me up, and when! go down ^gain letj 
*^ me (hift for myfelf." The executioner alking him 
forgivenefs, he granted the requeft, but toWhim, " Yoi^ 
** will never get credit by beheading me, my neckjs (o 
** (hort.'* Then laying his head on the block, he bid 
the executioner ftay till he put afide his beard: ** For,'^ 
faid he, " it never committed treafon." Nothing was 
wanting to the glory of this end, except a better caufe, 
more free from wcaknefi! and fuperftition. But as the 
man followed his principles and fenfe of duty, however 
mifguided, his conllancy and integrity are equally objeds 

MJuIy, of our admiration. He was beheaded in the fifty- third 
year of his age. 

When the ^execution of Fi{her and Mor^ was report- 
ed at Rome, efpccially that of the fiormer, who was in- < 
veiled with the dignity of cardinal, every one difcovered- 
the moft violent rage againft the king; and numerous li- 
bels were publiihed, by the wits and orators of Italy, 
comparing him to Caligula, Nero, Domitian, and all the. 
inoft unrelenting tyrants of antiquity. Clement the fe- 
venth had died about fix months after he pr^^nqunced fen- 
f fence 

^ Mare's Life of Sir Thomas More. Herbert, p. 393. 
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tence againft die king ; and PaCil the third, of the name G H A P. 
of Farnefe, had fucceeded to the papal throne. This XXXI. 
poniiflF, who had always favoured Henry's ctule while a ^— — v-*»*^ 
cardinal, had hoped, that, perfonal animofities being bu* '535* 
ried with his predeceflbr, it might not be impoflible to 
form an agreement with England : And the king himfelf 
was fo defirous of accommodating matters, that in a ne- 
gociation, which he entered into with Francis a little be- 
fore this time, he required, that that monartfi fhould 
concihate a friendfhip between him and the court o( 
Rome. But Henry was accuftomed to prefcribc, not tQ 
receive terms y and even while he was negociating peace» 
bis ufual violence often can ied him to commit offences^ 
which rendered the quarrel totally incurable. The exc^ 
cution of Fifher was regarded by Paul, as fo capital an 
injury, that he immediately paffed cenfures againft the 30M Avg. 
king, citing him and all his adherents to appear in Rome 
within ninety days, in order to anfwer for their crimes : 
If they failed, h^ exconmiunicated ih^m ; deprived the King ex- 
kingef his realm ; fubjeded the kingdom to an interdi£t ; commftm" 
declared his iflue by Anne Boleyn illegitimate ; diffolved ^^f^» 
all leagues which any catholic princes had made with him ; 
gave his kingdom to any invader ; commanded the nobi^ 
Uty to take arms againft him ; freed his futjeSs from all 
oaths of allegiance; cut oflF their commerce with foreign 
ftates; and declared it lawful for any one to feize them, 
to make flaves of their perfons, and to convert their ef- 
k&s to his own ufe ^. But though thefe cenfures were 
pafled, they were not at that time openly denounced: 
The pope delayed the publication, till he ftiould find an 
agreement wit;h England entirely defperate ; and till the 
emperor, who was at prefent hard preffed by the Turks 
an^ the proteftant princes in Germany, ftiould be in a 
condition to carry the fentence into execution. 

The king knew, that he might expeS any injury, 
which it (hould be in Charles's power to infliS ; and be 
therefore made it the chief objeS of his policy to incapa- 
citate that monarch from wreaking his refentment upon 
him ^. He renewed his friendlhip with Francis, and 
opened negociations for marrying his infant daughter, 
Elizabeth, with the duke of Angouleme, -third fon of 
Francis^ Thefe two monarchs alfo made advances to 

the 
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CHAP, the princes of the proteftam league in Germany, whof 
XXXI, were ever jealous of the emperor^s ambition : And Henry, 

^^—V"*--' befides remitting them fome money, fcnt Fox, biftiop of 
■S3S« Hereford, as Trancis did Bdlay, lord of Langey, to treat 
ivith them. But during the firft fervours of^ the reforrtia- 
tion, an agreement in theological tenets was held, as wett 
as an union of intereft, to be effential to a good corref- 
pondence among dates; and though both Francis and 
Henry flattered the Gcrmah princes with hopes of their 
embracing the confejiion of Aulbourg, it was looked up- 
on as a bad fymptom of their fincerity, that they exer- 
cifed'fuch extreme rigour againft all preachers of the re- 
formation in their refpeaive dominions'*'. Hehry car- 
ried the feint fo far, that, while he thought hintfelf the 
firft theologian in the world, he yet invited over Me- 
lan€thon, Bucer, Sturmius, Draco, and other Oemiart 
divines, that they might confer with hirh, and inftru8k 
him in the foundation of their tenets. Thefe tfieologian^ 
were now of great importance in the World ; and no pce^ 
CF philofopher, even in anttcnt Greece^ where fhey 
•were treated with moil refpeft, had ^er reached equal 
ipplaufe and admiration with thefe wretched coihpofcrt 
of metaphyfical polemics. The German princes rbl4 
the king, that they could not fpare their divines; and as 
Henry had no hopes of agreement with foch xealous 
difputants, and knew that in Germany the fbflowers of 
Luther would not affociate with the difciples of Zuin* 
glius, becaufe, though they agreed in every thing eife^ 
they differed in fome particulars with regard to the 
cucharift, he was the more indifferent on account of this 
rcfufal. He could alfo forefee, that even while the 
league of Smakalde did not aS in concert with him, 
they would always be carried by their interefts to oppofe 
the emperor: And the hatred between Francis gnd 
that monarch was fo inveterate, that he deerned him- 
felf fure of a fincere ally in one or other of thefe poi 
tentates. 

Dt/RiNG thefe negociationi an incident happened in 
England, which prorailed a more amicable conclufion of 
thefe difputes, and feemed even to open a way for a re- 
conciliation between Henry and Chaiies. Qijeen Cathe- 
rine was feizcd with a lingering illnefs, which at h(k 

bjought 
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brought htr M her grav^ : She died at Kimbolton in the C H A P. 
c««nty of Huntingdon, in the fiftieth year of her age. A XXXI. 
Jiule before (he expired, (he wrote a yery tender letter ^^ — v^"**^ 
to the kingv where (he gave him the appellation *>f ^r /^J^' 
mofi dear lord, kingf and hujband. She told him, that as ^ ^/^\ 
the hour of her death was now approaching, fhe laid hold ^^ ^ ^^ 
of this laft opportunity to inculcate on tiim the import* ^Catberint, 
iince of his religious duty, and the comparative emptinefs 
of all human grander and enjoyment : That though his 
fEmdaefs towards thefe perifhii^ advantages had thrown 
her Into many calamities, as well as created to himfelf 
much trouble^ (he yet forgave him all paft injuries, and 
hoped that this pardon would be ratified in heaven: And 
thatihe had no other requeft to make, but to recommend 
to htm his daughter, th^ fole pledge of their loves; and 
to crave his protedion for her maids and fervants. She 
concluded with thefe words, I make this Vow, that mine 
tyes defirt you ^bo'Oe ail Mngs ". The king was touched, 
feven to the (heddkig of tears, by this laft tender proof of 
Catherine's affedion; but queen Anne is faid to have 
^xprefTed hter joy for the death of a rival beyond what de- 
<cency or hufi^anity could permit ^. 

The eft^peror thought, that, as the d^ceafe of his aunt 
had removed all foundation for perfonal animo(ity between 
htm and Henry^ it might not now be impQ(rible to detach 
him from the alliance of France^ and renew that confe* 
deracy with England, from which he had formerly reap- 
ed fo much advantage. He fent Henry propoials for a 
return to antient amity, upon thefe Conditions^ ; that he 
fiiould be reconciled to the fee of Rome ; that he (houki 
aflift him in his vnx with the Turk \ and that he ihoutd 
take part with him agaiaft Francis, who now threatened 
the dutchy of Milan. The king replied, that he was wil- 
ling to be on good terms with the emperor, provided he 
wouid acknowledge, that the former breach of friendihip 
came entirely from himfelf: As 10 the coivditions pro- 
pofed, the proceedings againft the bi(hop of Rome were 
fo j«ift, and fo fuily ratified by the parliament of England, 
that they could not now te revoked ; when Chriftian 
princes (hould have fettled peace among themfelves, he 
would not fail to exert that vigour, which became him, 

againft 

' ^ Herbert^ p. 403. ^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 192. * Du 
Bcllay,liv. 5. Herbert. Burnet, vol. iii. in Coll. N® 50. 
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CHAP. «gftinft the enemies of the faith ; and after artiity with, 
XXXI. the emperor was once fully reftorcd, he would then Uc io. 

^'■"'"'^''^•*-' a fituation, as a common fri^d both to him and Francis^ 
'53^* cither to mediate an agreement between them^ or to af-> 
fift me injured party. 

What rendered Henry more indiflFerent to the advan-^ 
ces made by the emperor, was, both his experience of 
the ulual duplicity and infincerity of that monarch, smdi 
the intelligence which he received of the prelent tranfac* 
ticns in Europe* Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, -wsls 
dead without ifiue ; and the emperor maintained that the 
dutchy, beingafief of the empire, was devolved (o hiin, 
at the head of the Germanic body ; Not to give umbrage, 
however, to the ftates of Italy, he profcffed his intention 
of beftowing that principality on fome prince, who ihould 
be obnoxious to no party, and he even, nude offer of it 
to the duke of Angouleme, third fon of Francis. The 
French monarch, who pretended that his own right to 
Milan was now revived upon Sfprza's death, was content 
to iubi^iute his fecopd fon, the duke of Orleans, in his 
place ; and the emperor pretended to cloie with this pro- 
polal. But his fole intention^, in that liberal conceifion> 
-was to gain time, till he (hould put himfelf in a warlike 
podure, and be able to carry an invafion into Francis's 
dominions. The antient enmity between thefe princey 
broke out anew in bravades, and in perfooal infults on 
each other, not becoming perfons of their rank, and ftili 
lefs fuitable to men of fuch unqueftioned bravery. Charles 
ibon after invaded Provence in perfon, with an army of 
fifty thoufand men ; but met with no fucceis. His army 
periflied with ficknefs, fatigue, famine, and other difaP- 
ters; and he was obliged to raife the fiege of Marfeilles» 
and retire into Italy with the broken remains of his forces. 
An army <5f Tmperialifts, near 30,000 Arong, which in- 
vaded France on the fide of the Netherlands, and laid 
fiege to P^ronne, made no greater progrefs, but retired 
upon the approach of a French army. And Henry had 
thus the faiisfafiion to find, both that his ally, Francis, 
was likely to fupport himfelf without foreign alTiftance, 
and that his own tranquillity was fully enfured by thefe 
violent wars and animofities on the continents 

If any inquietude remained with the Englifti court, it 
was, fclely occafioned by the ftate of affairs in Scotland* 
James, hearing of the diftreffed fituation of his ally, 

Francis, 

\ 
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Francis, very gene roufly levied fome forces ; and embark- CHAP. 

ing them on board veUels, which he had hired for that XXXI* 

purpofe, landed them fafely in France. He even came ^— -v-**^ 

over inperfon; and making hade to join the French *Si^* 

king's camp, which then lay in Provence, and ro partake 

of his danger, he met th*t prince at Lyons, who, having 

repulfed the emperor's invafion, was now returning lo his 

capital. Recommended by fo agreeable and feafonable an 

inftance of friendftip, the king of Scots made fuit to 

Magdalen, daughter of the French monarch, who had 

no other fcruple in agreeing to the match, than what 

was derived from the infirm ftate of his daughter's health, 

which feemed to threaten her with an approaching end* 

But James having gained the affeSions of the princels, 

and obtained her confent, the father would no longer op- 

pofe the united defires of his daughter and his friend ; and 

theyAvere accordingly married, and foon after fet fail for 

Scotland, where the young queen, as was fbrefeen, died 

in a little time after her arrival. Francis, however, was 

afraid, left his ally, Henry, whom he likewife looked on 

as his friend, and who lived with him on a more cordial 

footing than 1$ ufual among great<£rinces, (hould be dif- 

pleafed, that this clofe confederacy between France and 

Scotland was concluded without his participation. He 

therefore difpatched Pommeraye to London, in order to 

apologize for this meafure ; but Henry, with his ufual 

opennefs and freedom, exprefled fuch difpleafure, that 

he rehifed even to confer with the ambaffador; and 

Francis was apprehenfive of a rupture with a prince, who 

regulated his meafures more by humour and pailion than 

by the rules of political prudence, Henry however was 

fo fettered by the oppofition, in which he was engaged 

againft the pope and the emperor, that he purfued no 

farther this difguft againft Francis ; and in the end every 

thing remained in tranquillity boih on the fide of France 

and Scotland. 

The domeftic peace of England feemed to bcexpofed 
to more hazard, by the violent innovations in religion ; 
and it may be affirmed, that, in this dangerous conjunc- 
ture, nothing enfured public tranquillity fo much as the 
dccifive authority acquired by the king, and his great 
tfcendant over all his I'ubjeQs. Not only the devotion 
paid to the crown, was profound during that age: The 

perfoual 
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pcrfonal rcfpeft, bfpired by Henry, was confidcraMe ; 
and even the terrors, with which he overawed every one, 
were not attended with any conAderable de^ee, of ha- 
tred. His franknefs, his fincerity, his magnificence, his 
gcnerofity, were virtues which counterbalanced hi« vio- 
lence, cruelty, and impetuofity. .And the important 
rank, which his vigour, more than addreis, acquired him 
in all foreign negociations, flattered the vanity of £ng<- 
lifhmen, and made them, the more willingly endure 
thofe domeftic hardfhips, to which they were expofed« 
The king, confcious of his advantages, was now proceed- 
ing to the mod dangerous trial of his authority ; and af- 
ter paving the way for that meafure by feveral expedients, 
he was at laft determined to fupprefs the monafteries, 
and to put himfelf in pofleffion of their ample revenues. 
The great encreafe of monafteries, if matters be con'^ 
fidered merely in a political light, will appear the radical 
inconvenience of the catholic religion; and every- other 
difadvantage, attending that communion, feems to have 
an infeparable connexion with thefe religious inftitutions. 
Papal ufurpations, the tyranny of the inquifition, the 
multiplication of holiilays; all thefe fetters on liberty ami 
induftry, were ultimately derived from the authority and 
infinuation of monks, wbofe habitations being eflabliihed 
every where, proved fo many colonies of fuperftition and 
folly. This order of men was extremely enraged againft 
Henry ; and regarded the abolition of the papal authority 
in England, as the removal of the fole prote&ion which 
they enjoyed, againft the rapacity cf the crown and of 
the courtiers. They were now fubje&ed to the king's 
viCitation; the fuppofed facrednefs of their bulls from 
Rome was reje3ed ; the progrefs of the reformation 
abroad, which had every where been attended with the 
abolition of the monadic (late, gave them reafonto exped: 
like confequences in England ; and though the king flill 
maintained the dodrine of purgatory, to which moft of 
the convents owed their origin and liipport, it was fbre- 
feen, that, in the progrefs of the conteft, he would eve- 
ry day be led to depart wider from antient inftitutions, 
and be drawn nearer the tenets of the reformers, with 
whom his political interefts naturally induced him to aUy 
himfelf. Moved by thefe confiderations, the friars era- 
ployed all their influence t9 enfiame the people againft 
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the king's government ; and Htnfy, finding their Tafcty C H A F- 
irreconcilable with his own,, was determined to feize the XXXI 
prcfent opportjanity, znA utterly deftroy his declared ene- ^^-v*^^ 
mies, i$s6- 

Cromwel, fipcretary of ftate, had been appointed 
vicar-general, or vicegerent, a new office, by which the 
king's Aipremacy, or the abiolure, uncontroulable power^ 
affumed over the church, was delegated to him. He em- 
ployed Layton, London, Price, Gage, Pctre, Bellafis^ 
and others, as commiiTioners, who carried on, every 
where, a rigorous enquiry with regard to the condii£t and 
deportment of all the friars. During times of h&iorif 
efpecially of the rehgicus kind, no equity is to be cxped- 
ed from adverfaries; and as it was known, that the king's 
iatention in this vifitation was to find a pretence for abo* 
lifhing monafteries, we may naturally conclude,, that the 
reports of the commiiTioners are very little to he relied 
on. Friars were encouraged to bring in informations 
againft their brethren : the flighted evidence was O'edited ; 
and even the calumnies fpread abroad by the friends of 
the reformation, were regarded as grounds of proof. Moo- 
ilrous difordcrs are therefore did to have been found ia 
inany of the religious houfes 5 Whole convents of wo- 
men abai^ned to lewdnefs : Signs' of abortions procuredj, 
pf infants murdered, of unnatural lufis between perfons of , 

the fame fex. It is indeed probable, that thebhnd fub* . 
mifSon of the people,- during thofe ages, would render 
the friars and nuns more unguarded, and more difTolutey 
than ihey are in any Roman catholic country «t prefcnt: 
Biit ftill, the reproaches, which it is fafeft to credit, arc 
fuch as point at vices, jiaturally connefted with the very 
inftitutionsof convents, and with the monailic life. .. The 
cruel and inveterate faflions and quarrels, therefore^, 
ivhich the commiflioners mentioned, are very credible, 
among men, who, being confined together within the 
fame walls, never can forget their, mutual aniflM^ties, 
and who, being cut off from all the mod endearing ccji* 
nedions of natare, are commonly curfcd with hearts 
more felBih, and tempers more unrelentiag* than fall to 
the fliare of other men. The^ious frauds, praSifed to 
increafe the devotion and Uberality of the people, may be 
tegarded as certain, in an order founded on illufions, lies, 
and fuperflition. The fupine idlenefs alfe, and its attend- 
altt, profound ignorance, with which the convents^ were 

Vol. IV. K reproached. 
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CHAP, reproached, admit of noqueftion ; and though mbnkd^verc 
XXXI. the true prcfcrvcrs, as well as inventors, of the dreattung 
^"^■"v""*^ and cgptious philofophy of the fchools, no manly :or cle* 
■ 53^* gant knowledge could be expeded among men, whole 
• life, condemned to a tedious uniformity,, and deprived of 
all emulation, afforded nothing to raife the mind, or.cul- \ 
tivaie the genius. 

Some few monafteries, terrified with this rigorous in? 
quifition carried on by Cromwel and his commiffioners, 
Turrendered their revenues into the king's hands; and the 
monks received fmall penfions as the reward of their ot>- 
fequionfnefs. Orders were given to difmifs fuch nuns 
^nd friars as were below four and twenty, whofe vows 
were, on that account, fuppofed not to be binding. The 
doors of the convents were opened, even to fuch as were 
above that age ; and alf thofe recovered their liberty wbo 
defired it. But as all thefe expedients did not fully an-i • 
fwcr the king's purpofe, he had recourfe to his ufual in- 
ilrument of power, the parliament ; and in order to pre-» 
pare men for the innovations projeded, the report of the 
vifi tors was publifhed, and a general horror was endear 
voured to be excited in the nation againft inililj^Ustoas, 
which, to their anceftors, had been the objei^ of the 
mod profound veneration. 

The king, though determined toaboliih utterly tte 
monaAic orders, refolved to proceed gradually in thU 
4th Feb. great work; and he gave dire3ions to the parliament to 
A ParlU" go no further at prefent, than to (iipprefs the leffer mo- 
*"^^^- nafterics, who poffeffed revenues below two hundred 

pounds a year ^. Thefe were found to ht the nidi cor- 
rupted, as lying lefs under the reftraint of (hame, and 
being cxpofed to left fcrutiny '^ ; and it Was deemed fofeft 
to begin with them, and thereby prepare the w^y for the 
Supprtjfion greater innovations projeQed. By thisaO: three hundred 
of the lejfer and feventy-fix monafteries were fuppreffed> and their' 
monaprtes, revenues, amounting to thirty-two thouland pounds a 
year, wtre granted to the king; befides « their goods, 
chattelsj and plate, computed at a hundred thoufand 
pounds more ^. It does not appeaj: that any oppofition 
-was 

Y ay Hen. VIII. c. 28. ^ Burnet, vol. i. p. i93- 

A it is pretended, fee HoHnglhcd, p. 939, that ten thou- 
fand nutnks were turned out ob the diff<;^ttoii of theiefl'er mo- 

. . nafterics 
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was itte(Jc to this important law : So abfolute was H«n- CHAP, 
ry's authority! A court, called the court of augmenta- XXXL 
tion of the king's revenue, was ereScd for the manage- ^'"""^•^'T^ 
mcnt of thefe fiinds. The people naturally concluded, *53^- 
from this circumftance, that Henry intended to proceed 
in defpoiling the church of her patrimony*. 

The a^ formerly pafled, empowering the king to 
name thirty-two commiiTioners for framing a body of ca- 
non law, wa« renewed ; but the projeffc was never tarri- 
ed into execution. Henry thought, that the prefent 
cortfufion of that law encreafed his authority, and kept 
(he clergy in Hill greater dependance. 

Farther progrefs was made in complecting the union 
of Walts with England : The feparate jurifdiSions of 
feveral great lords or marches, as they were called, which 
obftrofted the courfe of juftice in Wales, and encouraged 
robbery and pillaging, were aboliihed ; and the authority 
of the king's courts was extended every where. Some 
prrldidions of a like nature in England were alfo «bo^ 
lifted'^ this feffion. 

T»E eommons, fetifilJle that they had gained nothing 
by oppofing the king's will, when he formerly endea- 
voured to fecure the profits of wardfliips and liveries, 
were now contented to frame a law ^, fuch as he didated 
to them. It t^as efiafted, that the pofleflion of land fliall 
be adjudged to be in thofe who have the ufe of it, not 
in thofe to whom k is transferred in truft. 

After all thefe laws were pafled, the kingdiflblved 
the parliament ; a parliament memorable, not only for 14 April. 
the great and important innovations which it introduced, 
but alfo for the long time it had fat, and the frequent 
prorogations which it had undergone. Henry had found 
it fo obfequious to his will, that he did not chufe, during 
thefe religious ferments, to hazard a new' eleSion ; and 
he continued the fame parliament above fix years : A 
jpradice, at that* time, unufual in England. 

The convocation, which fat during this feflion, vtmJcbhvo* 
^i^gAgcd in a very important work, the deliberating on cati$n» 
K z the 

iwReries. If To, meft of them muft have been R^ndicants : 
For the revenue could not have fupported near that number. 
The Mendicants, no doubt, iftill coAtinued their former pro- 
feffion. » 27 Hen. VIIJ. c.ay. ^ 27.Hen.VUI. c 4. 
•.a7Hcii.VlIl.c. 10. 
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CHAP, the new tranflation which was projeaed of the*fcrrptufcs, 
XXXI. Tindal had formerly given a tranflation^ and it had been 

^'^•'"v""**^ greedily read by the people ; but as the^ clergy compUincd 
'Sjo- of it, as very inaccurate and unfaithful, it was cow pro- 
pofed to them, that they flwuld themfelves publiih a 
tranflation, which would not be liable to thofe objeftions. 
The friends of the reformation aflerted, that nothing 
could be more abfurd than to conceal, in an unknown 
tongue, the word itfelf of God, and thus to counteract 
the will of heaven, which,^ for the purpofe of aniver&l 
lalvation, had publiflied that falucary dodrine to all na- 
tions: That if this praQice was not very abfurd, the ar- 
ti6ce at leaft was very barefaced, and proved a confci- 
oufnefs, that the glofl*es and traditions of the clergy flood 
in dir.eS oppofition to the original text, dilated by Su- 
preme Intelligence : That it was now neceflary for the 
people, fo long abufed by interefted prctenfions, to fee 
with their own eyes, and to examine whether the claims * 
of the ecclefiaftics were founded on that chartef, which 
was on all hands acknowledged to be derived from hea- 
ven: And that as a fpirit of refearch and curiofity was 
happily revived, and men were n^w obliged to make a 
ch()i€e among the prctenfions of diflerent feQs, the pro- 
per materials for deciflon, and above all, the holy fcrip- 
tures, fliould be fet before them ; and the revealed will 
I of God, which the change of language had fomewhat 
obfcured, be again, by their means, revealed to man- 
kind. 

The favourers of the antient religion maintained, on 
' the other hand, that the pretence of makii^ the peo- 
ple fee with their own eyes, was a mere cheat, and was 
Itfelf a very barefaced artifice, by which the new preach- 
ers hoped to obtain the guidance of them, and to feduce 
then) from thofe paftors, whom the laws, whom antient 
eftabliftiments, whom heaven itfelf had appointed for 
their fpiritual direSion: That the people were, by their 
( ignorance, their ftupidity, their neceflary avocations, to- 

tally unqualiBed to choofe their pwn principles, and it 
was a mockery to fet materials before them, of which 
they could not poflibly make any proper ufe : That even 
In the aflFarrs of common life, and in their temporal con- 
cerns, which lay more within the compafsof human rea- 
fcn, the laws had, ink great meafure, deprived them ol 
t^c right of private judgment, and had, happily for thgr 

own 
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6wn and the public tittered, reguUted their condu£b and CHAP* 

behaviour : That theological queftions were placed far* XXXI. 

beyond the fphere of Vulgar comprehenfion ; and eccle- ^-^-^-v— *^ 

fiaftics themfelves, though aififted by all the advantages '53^- 

of educatidn, erndition, and an afliduous ftudy of tht 

fcicnce, coiiW not be fully affured of a juft decifion ; ex* 

cept by the piwnife made them in fcripture^ that God 

would be ever prefent with his church, and that the 

^atesof hell (hould not prevail againft hen That the 

grofs errors adopted by the wifeft heatheasj proved how 

uaflfmen were to grope their own way, through this pro* 

found darkneft; nor would the fcriptures, if trufted to 

every man's judgment, be able to remedy ; on the con*» 

trary, they would much augment, thefe fatal illufions: 

That facred writ itfelf was involved in fo much obfcurity^ 

was expofed to fo many difficulties, contained fo many 

appearing contradi&ions, that it was the moft dangerous 

weapon, which could be intrufted into the hands of the 

ignorant and giddy multitude : That the poetical ftyle, 

in which a great part of it was compofed, at the fame 

time that it occafioned uncertainty in the fenfe, by its 

multiplied tropes and figures, was fufficient to kindle the 

zeal of fanaticifm, and thereby throw civil fociety into 

the mod furious combuftion : That a thoufand feSs muft 

arifc, which would pretend, each of them, to derive its . 

tenets from the fcripture ; ind would be able, by ijpecious 

arguments, or even without fpecious arguments, to feduce 

filly women and ignorant mechanics, into a belief of th0 

mod modftrous principles : And that if ever this diforder,^ 

dangerous to the magiftrs^te himfelf, received a remedy,^ 

it muft be from the taqit acquieicence of the people in 

feme new authority ; anii it was evidently better^ without 

farther conteft or enquiry, to adhere peaceably to antient^ 

and therefore the more fecure, eftablifhments. 

These latte? arguments, being more agreeable to ec« 
defiaftical government, would probably have prevailed in. 
the convocation, had; it not been for the authority of 
Cranmcr, Latimer, and fomc other biihops, who were 
fappofed to fpcak the king's fenfe of the master. A vote 
was pafled for publifhing a new tranflation of the fcrip- 
turcs ; and irt three years time this great work was finifh-. 
(d, and printed at Paris. This was deehied a great point 
pined. I^y th^ r^iormecs^ and^a cpQ{id<;rable advancc- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



134 HISTORY or ENGLANa 

CHAP, ment of their caufe. Farther progr«& was fooQ expe£ted 

XXXI. after fuch important fttccefles. 
V**>^7*^ But while the retainers, of the new religion were 
*53P- triumphing in their profperity, they met with a mortifi- 
cation^ which feen^cd to blaft all their hopes: Their pa^ 
trone&j Anne Boleyn, loft the king's favour ; and fooa 
after her life, from the rage of that furious monarch. 
Difgrace Henry had perfevered confiantly in his love to this Ia4y# 
of queen during fix y^ars that his profecutioo of the divorce lafted ;^ 
Anne. and the more obftades he met with to the gratification of 
his paffion, the more determined zeal did he exert iotpur- 
fuing his purpofe. But the affe&ion, which bad fubftft*- 
ed fo long under difficulties, had no fooner attained fecure 
pofleffion of its objed, than it languiihed from fatlety ; 
and the king's heart was apparently alienated from his 
cor ^ort. Anne's enemies foon perceived this fatal change ; 
aiid they were very forward to widen the breach, when 
they found that they incurred no danger by interpoiing. in 
thofe delicate concerns. She had brought forth a dead 
fon ; and Henry's extreme fo&dnefs for male {(Toe being 
thus, for the prefent, difappotnted, his temper, eq^lly 
violent and fuperflitious, was difpofed to make the inno- 
cent mother anfwerable for -this misfortune ^. Btft the 
chief means^ which Anne's enemies employed to inflaaie 
the king againft her, was his jealoufy. 

Ann£, tho' ihe appears to have been entirely inno- 
cent, and even virtuous, in her condud, had a certain 
gaiety, if not levity, of chara&er, whidb threw her off 
her guards and made herlefs circumfped.than her fitua- 
tion required. Her education in France rendered her the 
more prone to thefe freedoms; and it was with difBculty 
{he conformed herfelf to that ftr id cerenumial, pra&ifed 
in the court of England^ More vain than haughty? ihe 
was pleafed to fee thfe in0uciKe of her beauty on aU ^- 
round her, and (he indulged heriielf in an^afy familiarity 
with perfons, viho were formerly her equals, and who 
might then have pretended to her friendihip and good 
graces. Henry's dignity was offended with thefe popular 
manners ; and though the lover had b^en entirdy Mind, 
the hufband poflefled .but too quick difcernment and pe- 
netration. Wicked inftrun^ents^ interpofed, and put a 
malignant interpretation on the harmlefs liberties of the 
queen : The viicountefs of Rocheford, in particular, ,who 

. was 
f • Burnet, yol. i. p. 196. 
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Ivas married to the queen's brother, but ^ho lived on bad CHAP, 
terms with her fifter-in-law, infinuated the mod cruel XXXI. 
fuipiciohs into the king's mind ; and as fhe was a wonnan ^^"ly**^ 
of a very profligate charader, (he paid no regard either '53^« 
to truth or humanity in thofe calumnies which {he fug- 
gefted. She pretended, that her own hulband was en- 
gaged in a criminal correfpondcnce with his filler ; and 
not contented with this imputation, (he poifoned every 
aSion of the queen, and reprefented each inftance of fa- 
vour, which (he conferred on any one, as a token of af- 
fcaion, Henfy Norris, groom of the ftole, Wefton, 
and Brereton, gentlemen of the king's chamber, together 
with Mark Smeton, groom of the chamber, were ob- 
fcrved to poffefs much of the queen's frieudfhip ; and 
they« fcrved her with a zeal and attachment, which, 
though chiefly derived from gratitude, might not impro- 
bably be feafoned with fome mixture of tendernefs for fo 
liable a princefs. The king's jealoufy laid hold of the 
Sighted circumftaiTce ; and finding no particular objed on 
which it could fatten, it vented itfelf equally on every one 
who came within the verge of its fury. 

Had Henry's jealoufy been derived from love, though 
it might on a fudden have proceeded, td the moft violent 
extremities, it would have been fubjeEk to many remorfcs 
'and contrarieties ; and might at. laft have ferved only to 
augoiept that affedion, op which it was founded. But 
it wa5 a more ftern jealoufy, foftered entirely by pride : 
His love was wholly transferred to another objeft. Jane, 
daughter of Sir John Seymour, and maid *of honour to 
the queen, a young lady of fingular beauty and merit, 
had obtained an entire afcendant over him ; and he was 
detem^ined to facrifice every thing to' the gratification of 
^his new appetite. Unlike to moftmonarchs, who judge 
lightly of the crime of gallantry, and who deem the 
young damfels ^ their court rather honoured than dif- 
graced by their paifion, he feldom thought of any other 
attachment than that of marriage ; and in order to attain 
this end, he underwent more difficulties, and committed 
greater crimes, than thofe which he fought to avoid, by 
forming that legal connexion. And having thus enter- 
tained, the defign of raifing his new miftrefs to his bed 
amd throne, he more willingly hearkened to every fug- 
geftion, which threw any imputation of guilt on the un- 
fortunate Anne Boleyn. 

The 
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The king's jealoufy appeared openly in a tilting M 
Greenwich, where the queen happened to drop her 
' handkerchief; afi incident probably cafuai, bat ioterpret^ 
>536. ed by hiip as an jnflance of gallantry to fome of her pa- 
i;?A%. raroours^. He inamediately retired froai the place j 
fent orders to confine her to her chamber ; arretted Nor* 
ris, BreretoB, Wefton, and Smeion, together with her 
brother, Rocheford ; and threw them into prifon. Th^ 
queen, a(loni(hed at thefe inftances of his fury, though^ 
that he meant only to try her; but finding him in ear- 
ned, (he refleded on his obdinate unrelenting fpirit, and 
(he prepared herftlf for that melancholy doom, whick 
v^as awaiting her. Next day, (he was fent to the tower ;; 
lind on her way thither, (he was informed of her fup- 
pofed ofiences, of which. (he had been hitherto ignorant; 
She mac^e earneft proteAations of her innocesce; an4 
when (he entered the prifon, (he. fell oti hf r knees, an4 
prayed God fo to help her, as (he was not guilty of the 
crime imputed to her. Her fvirprize and confufion threw 
her into hyfterical diforders; and in that fituation, (he 
thought that the beft proof of innocence was to make an 
entire confeflion, and (he revealed fome indifcretions and 
levities, which her fi|np|icity h^d equally betrayed her 
^ to commit and to avow. She owiiedi that (he had once 
rallied Norris op his delaying his marriage, and bad told 
him, that he probably expe&ed her, when (he (hould be 
^ widow: She liad reproyed Wcftpn, (he fajd, for his 
a(redion to a kinfwoman of hers, and his indifference to- 
vrards his wife : l^ut he told her, that (he had miflakett 
the objed of his affe^ioii, for it was herfelf: Upon 
which, (he defied him**. She aflBrmed, that Smeton 
))ad never b^en in her chamber but twice, when he 
played on the harpftchord: But the acknowledged, that 
'he had once had the boldnefs to tell. her, that a look fuf- 
ficed him. The king, inftead of being fatisfied with the 
(:andour and fincerity of her confeflion, regarded thefe 
indifcretions only as preludes to greater and more crimi- 
nal intimacies. 

Of all thofe muhitudes, wbopfi the heneficeqce of th^ 
queen's temper had obliged, during her profperous for- 
tune, no one durft interpofe between her and the king's 
fury ; and the perfon, whofe advancement cvary breath* 

ha4 

, ^ ^itffct, yol. i. p. 198. " Stryp^ yql. i. p. %8^. 
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had favoured, and #very countenance bad (miled upop, C H A P» 
wa$ now left negleded and abandoned. Even her uncle^ XXXI. 
the duke of Norfolk, preferring the connexions of party ^^— >/-^^ 
to the ties of blood, was become her moft dangjcrous *S3^* 
enemy ; and all the retainers to the catholic religion 
hoped, that her death would terminate the king's quarrel 
with Rome, and leave him again to his natural and early 
bent, which had inclined him to fupport the moft intimate 
connexions with the apoftoUc fee. Cranmer alone, of 
all the queen's adherents, ftill retained his friendftiip for 
her; and, as far as the king's impetuofity permitted him, 
he endeavoured . io moderate the violent prejudices, en- 
tertained againft her. 

' The queen herfelf wrote Henry a letter from tht 
tower, full of the moft tender expoftulations, and of the 
warmeft jprot^ftations of innocence. It contains fo much 
nature and even elegance, as to deferve to be tranfmitted 
to pofterity, without any alteration of the expreffion* 
It is as follows. 

** Sir, your grace's difpleafure and my imprifonment 
^* are things fo ftrange unto me, as what to write, or 
" what to excufe, I am altogether ignorant. Whereas 
<< you fend unto me (willing me to confefs. a truth, aiN^ 
** fo obtain your favour) by fuch art one, whom you 
** ^now to be mine ancient profcffed enemy, I no fooner 
" received this meflage by him, than I rightly conceived • 
" your meaning; and, if, a3 you fay, confefling a truth 
<« indeed may procure my fafety, I ftiall with all willing* 
" nefsand duly perform your command. 

" But let not your grace ever ixnagine, that your 

« poor wife will ever be ^brought to acknowledge a fault, 

"where not fo much as a thought thereof preceded. 

*' And to fpeak a truth, never prince had wife more loy- 

" al in all duty, and in all true aflFc^iion, than you have 

"'ever foimd in 4nne Boleyn: With which naniie and 

" place I c^uld willingly have contented myfelf, if God 

" and your grace's pleafure had been fopleafed. Neither 

" did I at any time fo far forgot myfelf in my exaltation 

" or received queenihip, but that I always looked for 

" fuch an alteration as 1 now find ; for the ground of my 

" preferment being on no furer foundation than your - 

" grace's fancy, the leaft alteration I knew was fit and 

" fufficient to draw that fancy to fome other objc^» 

<< You have chpfen ine from a Iqw ^ftate to be your 

*< queen 



Digitized by Vj0OQIC 



ClfAP, 
XSOfl. 

1536. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

* 

queen and companion, hx beyond my defert or deflre* 
If then you found me worthy of fuch*honour, good 
y^ur grace let not any light nincy> or bad council of 
mine enemies, withdraw your princely favour from 
me ;, neither let that {lain, that unworthy (lain, of a 
difloyal heart towards your good grace, ever caft fo 
foul a blot on your mod dutiRil wife, and the infant- 
princefs your daughter. Try me, good king, but let 
me have a lawful trial, and let ^not my fwom enemies 
fit as my accufers and judges ; yea, let me receive atf 
open trials for my troth fhall fear no open thame ; then 
(hall you fee either mine innocence cleared, your fuf- 
picion and confcience fatisfied, the ignominy and (lan-*^ 
der of the world (lopped, or my guilt openly declared. 
So that whatfoever God or you may determine of me, 
your grace may be freed from an open cenfure, and 
mine c^ence being fo lawfully proved, your grace is 
at liberty, both before God and man, not only to exe- 
cute worthy punilhment on me as an untawiul wifsj 
but to follow your affe^ion, already fettled on that 
party, for whofe fake I am now as I am, whofe name 
I could fome good while fmce have pointed unto, your 
grace^ not being ignorant of my} fufpicioit therein. 
*^ But if you have already determined of me, and 
that not only my death, but an infsunous (lander nuift 
bring you thecnjoying of your defired happinefs ; the_n 
I dcfire of God, that he will pardon your great fin 
therein, and likewife mine enemies, the inftruments 
thereof, and that he will not call you - te a ftrid: ac- 
count for your unpriticely and cruel ufage of me; at 
his general judgment-feat, where both you and myfdf 
muft (hortly appear, and in whofie judgment I doubt 
not {whatfoever the world rtfiay thmk of me) mine in- 
nocence (hall be openly known, andfufficiently cleared. 
*< My laft and only rcqueft (haH be, that myfelf may 
only bear the burden of your grace's difpleafure, and 
that it may ndl touch the innocent fouls of thofe poor 
gentlemen, who (as I underftand) are likewife in ftrait 
imprifonment for my fake. If ever I have found fa- 
vour in your fight, if ever the name of Anne Boteyn 
hath been pleafing in your ears, ^hen let me obtain 
this requcft, and I will fo leave to trouble your gracife 
any further, with mine earneft prayers to the Trinity 
to have ypur grace in his good keeping, and te &vtQi 

' '* you 
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** yoa in all your anions. From my doleful prifonid CHAP. 
« the Tower, this (ixth of May. XXXI. 

•" Your moft loyal v— v-.^ 

" and ever faithful wife, »S3^ 

** Anne Boleyn." 
This letter had no influence on the unrelenting mind 
of Henry, who was determined to pave the way for hi§ 
new marriage by the death of Anne Bojeyn. Norris, 
Wefton, Brereton, and Smeton, were tried ; but no Ic* 
gal evidence wa» produced ag^inft them. The chief 
proof of their guilt conftfted in a hear- fay report from on^ 
lady Wingfield, who was dead. Smeton was prevailed 
on, by the vain hopes of life^ to ccnfef a Cr.minal cor- 
refpondence with the queen * ; but even her enemies ex» 
peded little advantage from this confeflion; For they 
never dared to confront him with her ; and he was im^ 
mediately executed; as were alfo Brereton and Wefton^ 
Norris had been much in the king's favour ; and an offer 
was made him of life, if he would confefs his crime, and 
accufe the queen : But he generoufly rejeded that pro« 
pofal ; and fatd^^hat in his confcience he believed hec 
entirely guUtleili But^ for his part, he could accufe her 
of nothing, and he woutd die a thou/and deaths rathel 
than calumniate an innocent perfon. 

The queen and her brother were tried by a jury of /y^ trial 
peers, confiAing of the duke of Suffolk, the n>arquis of 
£xeter, the earl of Arundel, and twenty -^three more: 
Their uncle, the duke of Norfolk, prefided as high ftew* 
ard. Upon what proof or pretence the crirtic of inceft 
was imputed to them is unknown : The chief evidencri 
itisfaid, amounted to no more than that Rocheford had 
been feen to lean on her bed before fome company. 
Part of the charge againft her was, that (he had affirmed 
to her minions, that the king never had her. heart ; and 
had faid to each of them apart, that (he loved him better 
than any perfon whatfocver: Which vjas to the Jlander of 
the ijfue begot between the king and her: By this drained 
' interpretation, her guilt was brought under the Aatute of 
the 25th of this reign ; in which it was declared criminal 
to throw any (lander upon the king, queen, or their iffue^ 
Such palpable abfurdities were, at that time, admitted; 
and they were regarded by the peers of England as a fuf- 

- ficien^ 
' B.urne|, vol. i. p. zq2. 
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CHAP, ficicot reafon for facrificing an innocent queen to the 
XXXI. cruelty of their tyrant. Though unafliftcd by counfel, 

^*— v-^ flie defended herlclf with great judgment and prefence of 
1536. mind; and the fpedators could not forbear pronouncing 
her entirely innocent. Tudgnient, however, was given 
by the court, both againft the queen and lord Rochcford ; 
and her verdiS contained, that (he fhould be burned o^ 
beheaded at the king*s pleafure. When this dreadful 
fentence was pronounced, fhe was not terriBed, but lift- 
ing up her hands to heaven, faid, ** O, Father ! O, 
'* Creator ! thou who art the way, the truth, and the 
•* life, thou knoweft that I have not deferved this death." 
And then turning to the judges, made the moft pathetic 
declarations of her innocence. 

Henry, not fattsfied with this cruel vengeance, was 
tefolved entirely to annul his marriage with Anne Boleyn, 
and to declare her iflue illegitimate : He recalled to his 
memory, that, a little after her appearance in the Englifh 
court, fome attachment had been acknowledged between 
her and the earl of Northumberland, then lord Ptercy ; 
and he now quedioned the i^oblema^with legard to 
thef« engagements. Northumberland rook an oath be- 
fore the two archbi(hop3> that no dontraS nor promife of 
marriage had ever paffed between them: He received 
the facrament upon it, before the duke of Noifolk, and 
others of the ptivy council; and this folemn aft he acA 
companied with the moft folemn proteftaiions of vera- 
city '^. The queen, however, was (ha ken by menaces of 
executing the Sentence pronounced gainft her in its great- 
eft, rigour, and was prevailed oh toconfefs in court, fome 
lawful impediment to her marriage with the king ^. The 
afflifled primate, who fet as judge, thought himfelf 
^ obliged by this confeflion, to pronounce the marriage nuH 
and invalid. Henry, in the tranfports of his fury, did 
not perceive that his proceedings were totally inconfiftent, 
and that if her marriage was, from the beginning, inva* 
lid, fhe could not poflTibly be guilty of adultery. ^ 

j^ndexe- The qiieen now prepared for fufferir^g that death to 

cution, which (he was fentenced. She fent her laft meffage to 
the king, and acknowledged the ^obligations which (he 
owed him,, in continuing thus unifbrmly his endeavours 
for her advancement: From a private gentlewdmao» fhe 
ikid, He had (irft made her a^ marchionefs, then a queen, 

^ Hertert, p. 384. ^ Heylln, p. 94. 
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and now, flnce he could raife her no higher in this CHAP. 
world, he wa^ fending her to be a faint in heaven. She XXXf. 
then renewed the proteftations of her innocence, and re- ^— v--^-' 
commended Her daughter to his care. Before the heu- 'Si^- 
tenant of tbfe Tower, and all who approached her, flic 
nfMde the hke declarations; and continued to behave her- 
ielf with her ufual ferenity, and even with chearfulnefs.r 
** The executioner,'* ihe faid to the lieutenant, ** is, 1 
" hear, very expert; and my neck is very flender;" Up- 
on which ihe grafped it in her hand, and fmled. When ^q^^ j^j^^ 
brought, however, to the fcafFold, ihe foftened her tone 
t Utile with regard to her proteftations of innocence. She 
probably refleded, that the obftinacy of queen Catherine, 
and her reiiftance to the king's will, had much alienated 
him from the lady Mary ; and her own maternal concern, 
therefore, for EUixabeth, prevailed in thefe laft moments 
over that indignation, which the unjuft fentence, by 
which ihe fuffered, naturally excited in her. She faid, 
that ihe was come to die, as ihe was fentenced, by the 
law: She would accufe none, nor fay any thing of the 
ground upon which ihe was judged. She prayed heartily 
for the king ; called him a moil merciful az}4 gentle prince, 
aqd acknowledged, that he had always bee^ to her a 
good and gracious Sovereign ; and if any one ihould think 
proper tocanvafs her caufe, ihe defired him to judge the 
beft **. She was beheaded by the executioner of Ca- 
lais, who was fent for as more expert than any in Eng- 
jwl. Her body was negligently thrown into a common 
cheft of elm-tree, made to hold ar rows ; and was buried 
in the Tower. 

The innocence of this unfortunate queen cannot rea- 
fonably be called in queftion, Henry himfelf, in the 
violence of his rage, knew not .whom to accuie as her 
lover ^ and though he imputed guilt to her brother, and 
four perfohs more, he was able to bring proof againll 
none ofnhem. The whole tenour of her condu6l forbids 
us to afcribe to her an abandoned charader, fuch as is 
implied in the king's accufation ; and had 0ie been fo 
loft to all prudence and fenfe of ihame, flie muft have 
cxpofed herfelf to detection, and afforded her enemies 
the cleareft evidence againft her. But the king made 
the moft efFedual apology for her, by marrying Jane 
Seymour the very day after her .execution ^. His impa- 
tience 
** Burnet, vol, i. p. ao5., ^ Ibidem, p. 207. 
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ticncc to gratify this new paiGon caufed himto fbrget all 
regard to decency ; and his cruel heart was not foftcned a 
moment by ihe Woody cataftrophe of a perfian who had 
fo long been the objed of his moft tender affedioDs. 

The lady Mary thought the death of her ftep-mqtljer 
a proper opportunity for reconciling lierfelf with the 
king, who, tjefides other caufes of difguft, had 'been of- 
fended with her, on account of the pan whi^ (he ^ad 
taken tn her tnother^s quarrel. Her advances were not 
at firft received ; and Henry exad:ed fnom her fome fur- 
ther proofis of fubmiflion and obedience: We required this 
young princcfs, then about twenty years of age, to adopt 
his theological tenets; to acknowledge his fupremacy; 
tOfcHounce the pope; and to own her mother's rararriage 
lo be inceftuous and unlawful. Thefe points were of 
hard digeftion with the princefs ; but after fome delays, 
and even rcfu fab, fhe was at laft prevailed with to vnritc 
a letter to her fatTier ^, containing her affent tothe ar- 
Itcles fequired of her: Upon whichfhewa^ received into 
favour. But notwithftanding the return of the king's af- 
feSion to the iflue of his firft marriage, he divefted not 
hhnfelf of kindncfs towards the lady Elizabeth ; and the 
new queen, who was bleft with a fingular fweetncfs of 
difpofition, difcovcred -ftrong proofs df attachment to 
that young princefs. 

The trial and conviftion of queen Atmc, and the fiib- 
fcquent events, made it ncceffary for the king to futtimon 
a new parliament; and he here, in his fpeech, made a 
merit to his people, that, notwithflanding the tnisfbrtunes 
attending his two former marriages, he had been induced, 
for their good, to venture on a third. The fpeafcer re- 
ceived this profeflion with fuitable gratitude ; and he took 
thence occafion to praife the king for his wonderful gifts 
of grace ahd nature: He compared htm, for jiiftice and 
prudence, to SoUmon; for (Irength and fortitude, to 
Sampfon; and for beauty and comelinefs to Abfalom. 
The king very humbly replied, by the mouth of his chan- 
cellor, that he difavowed thefe praifes; fince, if he was 
really poflefled of fqch virtues, they were the gifts of Al- 
mighty God only. Henry found that the parliament 
were equally fubmiflive in deed* as complaifant in their 
cxpreffions, and that they would go the fame lengths as 

the 



9 Burnet, vol, i. p. 207. Strype, vol. i. p. 285. 
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the former in gratifying even his nfK>ft lawlefs paffions.C HAP. 
His divorce from Anne Boleyn was ratified ; that queen, XXXI. 
and all her accomplices, were attainted ; the iffue of both ^-— v-^*^ 
the two former marriages were declared illegitimate, and 'Si^* 
it was even made treafon toaffert the legitimacy of either 
of them; to throw any dander upon the prefent king, 
queen, or their ifiue, was fubje6led to the fame penalty ; 
the crown was fettled on the king's iflue by Jane Seymour, 
or any fubfequent wife ; and in cafe he (hould die with- 
out children, he was impowered by his will, or letters 
patent, to difpofe of the crown : An enormous authori- 
ty ^, efpecially when entrufted to a prince fo violent and 
capricious in his humour. Whoever, being required, re- 
plied toanfwer upon oath to any article of this zGt of fet- 
tiement, was declared to be guilty of treafon ; and by 
this claufe a fpecies of political inquifition was eftablilhed 
in the kingdom, as well as the accufations of treafon mul- 
tiplied to an unreafonable degree. The king was alfo im- 
powered to confer on any one, by his will, or letters pa* 
tent, any caftles, honours, liberties, or franchifes ; words 
which might have been extended to the difmembering o( 
the kingdom, by the eredion of principalities and inde- 
pendent jurifdi&ions. It was alfo, by another ad, made 
treafon to marry, without the king's confent, any princeft 
related in the firft degree to the crown. This ad was 
occafioned'by the difcovery of a defign, formed by Tho- 
mas Howard, brother of the duke of Norfolk, to efpoufc 
the lady Margaret Douglas, nieee to the king, by his lif- 
ter' the queen df Scots and the earl of Angus. (loward, 
as well as thc'young lady, was committed to the Tower. 
She recovered her liberty foon after ; but he died in con- 
finement. An ad of attainder pafled againft him this 
feilion of parliament. 

A NEW acceffion waslikewife gained to the authority 
of the crown: the king or any of his fiicceffors was em- 
powered to repeal or annul, by letters patent, whatever 
ads of parliament had pafled before he was four and 
twenty years of age. Whoever maintained the authority 

of 



■* The king is thought to have had a defign of leaving the 
crowfly incafe of the failure of hit lawful male iflTue, to his fa- 
vourite fpn, the duke of Richmond. But the deach of that pro- 
mifing nobleman, which happened foonafter, difappointed all 
projc^ in his favour; Hcylin, p. 6. 
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, of the bifhcp of Rome, by word or writ, or endeavoured 
in any manner to re (lore it in England > wa^s fubje^ed to 
the penalty of a premunire ; that is, his goods were for- 
feited, and he was put out of the protedion of law. And 
anyperfon who poffeflfed any office, ecdefiaftical or civil, 
'or received any grant or diarter from the crown, and 
yet re fu fed to renounce the pope by oath> was declared 
to be guilty of treafon. The renunciation prefcribed 
rur.s jn the ftylc o^ So help me God, all faints, and the holy 
evangelifls % The pope, hearing of Anne Bolcyn^s dif- 
graceund death, had hoped that the door was opened to 
a reconciliation, and had been making fome advances to 
Henry : But this was the reception he met with. Henry 
was now become abfolutely indifferent with regard to pa* 
pal cenfiM'e»; and finding a great increafe of authority, 
as well as of revenue, to accrue from his quarrel with 
Rome, he was determined to perfevere in his prefeat 
IBeafuies. This parliament alfo, even more than any- 
foregoing, convinced him how much he commanded the 
refpeft of his fubjefts, and what confidence he might re- 
pole in them. Though the eledions had been made of 
a fudden, without any preparation or intrigue, the mem- 
bers difcovered an unlimited attachment to his perfon 
and government ^. 
Aconvoca- ^ The cTCtremeixomplaifance of the convocation, which 
^n, fat at the fame time with the parliamc|]|t, encouraged 

him in his r^folution of breaking entirely with the court 
oiF Rome. There was a great divifion of fentiinents id 
the minds of this affembly ; and as the zeal of the refor- 
mers had been augmented by fonrne late fuccefles, the re- 
fentment of the catholics was no lefs excited by their 
fears and loffes : But the authority of the king kept every 
one fubmiiTtve and filent ; and the new aflumed preroga- 
tive, the fapr«macy, with whofe limit no one was fully 
acquainted, reftrained even the moft furious move- 
ments of theological rancour. Cromwel prefided as vi- 
car-general; and though the catholic party expeSed, 
that, on the fall of queen Anne, his authority would re- 
ceive a great check, they were furprized to find him ftill 
maintain equal credit as before. With the vicar-general 
concurred Cranmer the primate, Latimer bifliop of Wor- 

cefter, 

^ 28 Hen. VIII. c. I Q. ^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 2*1 2, 
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cefter, Shaxton of Sallfbury, Hilfey of Rochefter, Fox CHAR 
of Hereford, Barlow of St. David's. The oppofite party XXXI. 
were led by Lee archbiftiop of York, Stokefley biihop ^""""^^Q*^ 
of London, Tonftal of Durham^ Gardiner of Winchef- *S3^- 
ter, Longjand of Lincoln, Sherborne of Chlchcfter, Nix 
of Norwich, and Kite of Carlifle. The former parly, 
by their oppofition to the pope, feconded the king's am- 
bition and love of power: the latter party, by maintain- 
ing the antient theclogicar tenets, were more conformable 
to his fpeculative principles: And both of them had al- 
ternately the advantage of gaining on his humour, by 
which he was more governed than by either of thefe mo- 
tives. 

The church in general was averfe to the refomraticn ; 
and the lower houfe of convocation framed a \i([ of opi- 
riions, in the whole fixty-feven, which they pronounced 
erroneous, and which was a colieQion of principles, fome 
held by the antient LoUarids, others by the modern pro- 
were fometimes called 
upper houfe to be cen- 
hcir reprefentation, they 
vhiqh tney were govern- 
ende'd not to do or fpeak 
eafant to the king, whom 
eme head, and whofd 
to. obey; renouncing th«r 
th ail his laws and in- 
and abolished; and ad« 
Y Ood and his laws, ancl 
niade within this king- 

1, after fome dejbate, to 
r tenets were of as com- 
y itfelf, or rather as the 
lich they were refolved 
They determined the 
Scriptures and the three 
e, and the Athanafian; 
y to the reformers s Au- 
ricular confeflion and penance were admitted, a doSrine 
agreeable to the catholics: No mention was made of 
marriage, extreme unSion, confirmation, or holy orders. 
Vox. IV. L as 

• Collier, vol. ii. p. 119. 
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C H A P. as facranacnts ; and in this omiflion the influence of the 
XKKh proteftants appeared : the real prefence was affcrted, con- 

*-^-v^ — * formably to the antient dodrine : The terms of accept* 
1 536- ance were eftablilhed to be the merits of Chrift, and the 
mercy and good pleafure of God^ fuitablyto the new 
principles. 

So far the two feSs feem to have made a fair partition, 
by (haring alternately the feveral claufes. In framing the 
fubfequent articles, each of them feems to have thrown 
in their ingredient. The catholics prevailed in aflerting^ 
that the uie of images was warranted by Scripture ; the 
proteftants, in warning the people againft idolatry, and 
the abufe of thefe fenfible reprefentations. The antient 
faith was adopted in maintaining the expediency of pray- 
ing to faints; the late innovations in rejeding the pecu- 
liar patronage of faints to any trade, profeflion, or courfe 
^aftion. The former rites of worfhip, the ufe of holy 
water, and the ceremonies pradifed on Alh-wednefday, 
Palm-funday, Good-friday, and other feftivals were ftill 
maintained ; but the new refinements, which made light 
of thefe inilitutions, were alfo adopted, by the convoca- 
tion's denying that they had any inamediatc power of re- 
mitting fin, and by its aflerting that their fole merit con- 
fifted in promoting pious and devout difpofitions in the 
mind. 

But the article, with regard to purgatory, contains 
the moft curious jargon, ambij^uity, and hefitation, arifing 
from the mixture ofoppofite tenets. It was to this pur- 
** pofe : ** Since according to due order of charity, and 
*< divers antient authors, it is a very good and charitable 
** deed to pray for fouls departed ; and fince fuch a pradice 
** has been maintained in the church from the beginning; 
** all biftops and teachers ihouldinftrud the people not to 
*' be grieved for the continuance of the fame. But fince 
^* the place where departed fouls arc retained, before* 
*« they reach Paradife, as well as the nature of their 
*< pains, is left uncertain by Scripture ; all fuch quefttons 
« ace to befubmitted to God, to whofe mercy it is meet 
•* and convenient to conrimend the deceafed, trufting that 
** he accepteth our prayers for them "^.^^ 

These 

'^ Collier, voUli. p» laa, &feq. Fuller. Burnet, vol. }. 
p.ais. 
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These articles, when fRmed by the convocation, andC HAP. 
correacd by the king, were fubfcribed by every member XXXI. 
of that aflfembly; while, perhaps, neither there nor ^^"""V**^. 
throughout the whole kingdom, could one man be found 'S3^» 
except the king himlelf, who had adopted precifely thefe 
very doQrines and opinions. For though there be not . 
(Tby contradidion in the tenets here advanced, it had 
happened in England, as in all other ftates where fa£liou8 
divifions have place ; a certain creed was embraced br 
each party; few neuters were to be found; and thefc ^ 
cooiifted only of fpeciilative or whimfical people, of 
whom two perfons could fcarcely be brought to an agre^« 
ment in the fame dogmas. The proteflants, all of them, 
carried their oppofition to Rome farther than thefe arti- 
cles: None of the catholics went fo far: And the king, 
by being able to retain the nation in fuch a delicate medi* 
urn, difplayed the utmoft power of an imperious defpo- 
tifm, of which any hiftory furnilhes an example. To 
change the religion of a country, even when feconded by 
a party, is one of the moft perilous enterprizes, which 
any Sovereign can attempt, and often proves the moft 
deftruSive to royal authority. But Henry was able to 
fet the political machine in that furious movenient, and 
yet regulate and even flop its career : He could fay to it, 
thus far (halt thou go and no farther : Apd he made every 
vote ©f his parliament and convocation fubfervient, not 
only to his interefts and paiTions, but even to his fmalle^ft 
caprices; nay, to his mod refined and moft fcholaftic 
fubtilties. 

The concurrence of thefe two national affemblics 
ferved, no doubt, to increafe the king's power among the 
people, and raifed him to an authority more abfolute, 
than any prince, in a fimple monarchy, even by means 
of military force, is ever able to attain. Bat there are 
certain bounds, beyond whfch the moft ilavifh fubmiflioq 
cannot be extended. All the late innovations, particu*- 
larly the diflblution of the fmaller mooafteries, and th^ 
imminent danger, to which all the reft were expofed ^, 
had bred diicontent in the people, and difpofed them to a 

L 2 revolt* 

^ A propofal had formerly teen gfiade in the convocation for 
tbe abolition of the lefler monafteries ; ^and bad been much op** 
pofed by biihop Fiiher, who was then alive. He told his bre- 
thren^ 
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CHAP, revolt. The expelled monks, wandering about the coun«- 
* XXXI. try, excited both men's piety and compaflion ; and as the 

^^ — V ' antient religion laid hold of the populace by powerful mo- 

*51^* tives, fuited to vulgar capacity, it was able, now that it 
was brought into apparent hazard, to excite the ftrongeft 
Difcotf 7eal in its favour^. Difcontents had even reached fome 
tents qP jj^g nobility and gentry, whofe anceftors had founded 

among the ^^^ monafteries, and who placed a vanity iathofe inllitu* 
^^^^ • tions, as well as reaped fome benefit from them, by the 
provifions, which they afforded them for their younger 
children. The more fuperftitious were interefted in the 
fate of their forefathers fouls, which, they believed, muft 
now lie, during many ages, in the torments of pur* 
gatory, for want of mafles to relieve them. It feemed 
unjuft to abolifh pious inftitutions fof the faults, real or 
pretended, of individuals. Even the mod moderate and 
reafonable deemed it fomewhat iniquitous, that men, who 
had been invited into a ccurfe of life by all the laws, hu- 
man and divine, which prevailed in their country, (hould 
be turned out of their poflcffions, and fo little care be 
taken of their future fubfiftence. And >yhen it was ob- 
ferved, that the rapacity and bribery of the commifiionersy 
and others employed in vifttingthe monafteries, intercept- 
ed much of the profits refulting from thefe confifca- 
tions, it tended much to increafe the general difcon- 
tent '^. 

But the people did not break into open fedition, till 
the complaints of the fecular clergy concurred with thofe 

of 

tliren, that this was fairly lliewing the king the way, how he 
might come at the greater monafteries. " An ax," which want* 
" ed a handle, came upon a time into the wood, making his 
** moan to the great trees, that he wanted a haridle to work 
** withal, and for that caufe he was conftrained tofit idle ; there- 
** fore he made it his requeft to them, that they woiid be pleafed 
** to grant him one of their fpialj fapiings within the wood to 
** make him a handfe j who, miftrufting no guile, granted him 
•* one of their fmalier trees to make him a handle. But now 
'* becoming a compleat ax, he fell fo to work, within the (ame 
'• wood, that, in procefs of.time, there was neither great nor 
** Imall trees to be found in the place, where the wood flood. 
** And fo, my lords, if you grant the king thefe fnudler men- 
** afteries, you do but make him a handle^ whereby, at hts 
" own pleafure, he may cut down all the cedars within you^ 
« Lebanons." Dr. Bailie's life of.bifliop FifKer, p. loS, 
* Sirype, vol. i. p. 149. ^ Burnet, voL i. p. aaj. 
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•f the regular. As Cromwers perfon was ven- little ac- C H A P. 
ccptable to the ecclefiaflics ; the authority, which he ex- XXXI. 
ercifed, being (o new, fo abfolute, fo unlimited, infpired ^"■'^'"^^T*^ 
them with great difguft and terror. Hepublifhed, in the *53^« 
king's name, without the confent either of parliament or 
convocation, an ordinance, by which he retrenched many 
oftheantient holydays; prohibited feveral fuperftitions, 
gainful to the clergy, fuch as pilgrimages, images, re- 
liques; and even ordered the incumbents in the parilhes 
tofet apart a confiderable portion of their revcmie for re* 
pairs and for the fupport of exhibitioners and the poor of 
iheir pari(h. The fecular priefts, finding themfelvesthus 
reduced to a grievous fervitude, inftilled into the people 
thofe difcontentS| which they had long harboured in their 
own bofoms. 

The firft rifing was in Lincolnihire. It was headed by 
Dr. Mackrel, prior of Barlings, who was difguifed like a 
mean mechanic, and who bore the name of captain Cob- 
ler. This tumultuary army amounted to above 26,000 /^,^^ 
raen^; but notwithftanding their number, they (hewed //^u. 
little difpofition of proceeding to extremities againft the 
king, and feemed ftiU overawed by his authority. They 
acknowledged him to be fupreme head of the church of 
England ; but they complained of fupprefling the monaf- 
teries, of evil counfellors, of perfons, meanly born, raifed 
to dignity, of the danger to which the jewels and plate of 
their parochial churches were expofed : And they prayed 
the king to confult the nobility of the realm concerning 
the rcdrefs of thefe grievances \ Henry was little dif- 
pofed to entertain apprehenfions of danger, efpecially from 
alow multitude, whom he defpifed. He fent forces a- ^'^ ^/ 
gainft the rebels under the command of the duke of Suf- Odohen* 
folk; and he returned them a very fliarp anfwer to their 
petition. There were fome gentry, whom the populace 
had forced to take party with them, and who kept a fe- 
cret correfpondence with Suffolk. They informed him, 
that refentment againft the king's reply was the chief 
caufe, which retained the malcontents in arms, and that 
a milder anfwer would probably diflipate the rebellion. 
Henry had levied a great force lit London, with which 
he was preparing to march againft the rebels; and being 
/owcU fupported by power, he thought, that, without 

lofing 

? Bomet, vol. i. p. z^J* Herbert, ^ Herbert, p. 410, 
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C H A P.lofing his dignity, he might now (hew them feme greater 
XXXI. condefcenfion. He fern a new proclamation, requiring 

V'-v^"-^-^ them to return to their obedience, with fecret affurances 
'55^ of pardon. This expedient had its effeft : The popubce 
were diffipated : Mackrel and fome of their leaders fell 
into the king's hands, and were executed : The greater 
part of the multitude retired peaceably to their ufual oc- 
cupations: A few of the more oblVmate fled into the 
North, where they joined the infurredion, that was raifed 
in thofe fkrts. 

The Northern rebels, as they were more numerous^ 
werealfo, on other accounts, more formidable than thofe 
of Lincolnjfhire ; becaufe the people in ihofe parts were 
more accuftomW to arms, and becaufe of the near neigh* 
bourhood to Scotland, which might make advantage of 
thefe diforders. One Afke, a gentleman, had taken the 
command of them ; and he poflVfled the art of govern* 
ing the populace. Their enterprize they called the P/Y- 
' primage of Grace : Some priefts marched before in the 
habits of their order, carrying crofles in their hands : In 
their banners was wove a crucifix, with the reprefentatioa 
of a chalice, and of the five wounds of Chrift ■ : They 
wore on their fleeve an emblem of the five wounds, with 
the name of Jefus wrought in the midft : They all took 
an oath, that they had entered into the pilgrimage of grace 
from no other motive, than their love to God, their care 
of the king's perfon and iffue, their defire of purifying the 
nobility, of driving bafe-born perfons from about the king, 
V of reftoring the church,'and of fuppreffing herefy. Allur- 
ed by thefe fair pretences, about 40,000 men from the 
counties of York, Durham, Lancafter, and thofe northern 
provinces, flocked to thefr ftandard ; and their zeal, no 
iefs than their numbers, infpired the court with appre* 
henfions. 

The earl of Shrewfbury, moved by his regard for the 
king's fervice, raifed forces, though at firft without any 
commiflion, in order to oppofe the rebels. The earl of 
Cumberland repulfed them from his caftle of Skipton : 
Sir Ralph Evers defended Scarborow-caftle againfl 
them^: Courtney, marquis of Exeter, the king's cou (in* 
german, obeyed orders from court, artd levied troops. 
The earls of Huntingdon, Derby, and Rutland, imitatecl 

bis 

» Fo«, vol. S. p. ^z, c Stowe, p. 574. Baker, p. ^a. 
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his example. The rebels, however, prevailed in taking CHAP. 
l>oth Hull and York: They had laid fiege to Pomfrct- XXXI, 
caAle^ into which the archbifliop of York and lord Darcj ^""""^^^T^ 
bad thrown thenifelves. It was foon ftirrendered to them ; *S3§- 
and the prelate and nobleman, who fecretly favoured the 
caufe, feemed to yield to the force impofed on rhem^ and 
joined the rebels. 

The duke of Norfolk was appointed general of the 
king's forces againft ihe northern rebels ; and as he head- 
ed the party at court, which fupported the antient reli- 
gion, he wasalfo fufpeded of bearing fome favour to the 
caufe, which lie was fent to oppofe. His prudent con- 
dud, however^ feems to acquit him of this impu^ation, 
He eiicamped at Doncafter, together with the earl of 
Shrewfbury ; and as his army was fmall, fcarce exceeding 
five thoufand men, be made choice of. a poft, where h# 
had a river in front, the ford of which he propofed to de- 
fend againft the rebels. They had intended to attack him 
in the morning; but during the night, there fell fuch vi- 
olent rains as rendered the river utterly unpayable; 
and Norfolk very wifely laid hold of the opportunity to 
enter into a treaty with them. In order to open a door 
for negociation, he fent them an herald ; whom Afke^ 
their leader, received with great ceremony ; he himfelf 
fitting in a chair of (late, with the archbi(hop of York 
on one hand, and lord Darcy on the other. It was. 
agreed that two gentlemen (hduld be difpat^hed to the 
king with propofals from the rebels ; and Henry protradr 
ed giving an anfwer, and allured them with hopes of en- 
lire fatisfadion, in expedation that neceffity would foon 
oblige them to difperfe themfelves. Being informed, that ^ 

his artifice had, in a great meafure, fucceeded, he requir- 
ed them inftantly to lay down their arms and fubmit tq 
mercy ; promifing a pardon to all, except fix whom he 
Xiamed, and four whom he referved to himfelf the power 
of naming. But though the greateft part of the rebels 
had gone bome for want of fubfiftence, they had entered, 
into the moft folemn engagements to return to their 
ftandards, in cafe the king's anfwer (hoiild not prove fa- 
tisfaftory. Norfolk, therefore, foon found himfelf in the 
fame difficulty as before ; and he opened again a negocia-. 
tion with the leader^ of the multitude. He engaged theni, 
to fend three hundred pcrfons to Doncafter, with propo- 
^U for an accommodation ; and he hoped to be able, by 

iptrigu.^ 
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CHAP, intrigue and feparate interdls, to throw diffention among 
X3kI. fo great a number. Afte hiralelf had propofed to be one 

%—- v-.^ of the deputies, and he required a hoftage tor his fecurity : 
1536. But the king, when conlulled*, replied, that he knew no 
gentlemen or other, whom he efteemcd fo liule as to 
je for fuch a villain. The demands »f 
> exoibitant, that Norfolk rejeded them ; 
d again to decide the conteft by force of 
ere as formidable as ever both by their 
^ irit; and notwithftanding a fmall river, 
which lay between them and the royal army, Norfolk 
had great realbn to dread the effeSs of their fury. But 
while they were preparing to pafs the ford, rain fell a 
fecond time in fuch abundance, as made it impradicable 
for them 10 execute their defign j and the populace, part- 
ly reduced to neceflity by want of provifions, partly 
ftruck with fuperftition at being thus again difappointed 
by the fame accident, fuddenly difperfed th^mfelves. 
The duke of Norfolk, who had rcceivc'd powers for that 
end, forwarded the difperfion, by the promife of a gene* 
ralamnefty; and the king. ratiSed this aft of clemency. 

gihcfDfc, He publifhed, however, a manifefto againft the rebels, 
and an anfwer to their complaints ; where he employed a 
very lofty ftyle, fuUed to fo haughty a monarch. He 
told them, that they ought no rriore to pretend giving a 
judgment with regard to government, than a blind man 
with regard to colours: *• And we," he added, ** with 
** our whole council, think it right ftrange, that ye, who 
•« be but brutes and inexpert folk, do take upon you to 
<* appoint us, who be meet or not for our council.** 

As this pacification was not likely to be of long 
continuance, "Norfolk was ordered to keep his army 
together, and to go into the northern parts, in or- 
der to cxaft a general fubmiflion. Lord Darcy, as well 
as A(ke, was fent for to court; and the former, upon his 
rcfufal or delay to appear, was thrown into prifon. Every 
place was full of jealoufy and complaints. A new infur-. 
redion broke out, headed by Mufgrave and Tilby ; and 
the rebels beficged Carllfle with 8000 men. Being re-» 
pulfed by that city, they were encountered in thcif re-, 
treat by Norfolk, who put them to flight; and having 
made prifoners of all their oflicers, except iVlufgrave, who 
Cfcapedi he ind^ntly put theixi to death by partial law. 
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to the number of feventy perfons. An attempt made by C H A P. 
Sir Francis Bigot and Halam to furprize Hull, met with XXXI. 
no better fuccefs ; and fevcral other rifings were fuppreffcd ^-"^v^-^ 
by the vigilance of Norfolk. The king, enraged by thefe • 537* 
multiplied revolts, was determined not to adhere to the 
general pardon, which he had granted ; and from a move- 
ment of his ufual violence, he made the innocent fuifer 
for the guilty. Norfolk, by command from his mailer^ 
fpread the royal banner, and, wherever he thought 
proper, executed martial law in the puniftiment of of- 
fenders. Befides Afke, leader of the firft infurreSion^ 
Sir Robert Conftable, Sir John Bulmer, Sir Thomas 
Piercy, Sir Stephen Hamilton, Nicholas Tempeft, WiU 
liam Lumley^ and many others, were thrown into prifon j 
and moft of them were condemned and executed. Lor4 
Huffey was found guilty as an accomplice in the infur- 
reAion of Lincolnfliire, and was executed at Lincoln. 
Lord Darcy, though he pleaded compulfion, and appeal- 
ed, for his juftification, to a long life, paffed in the fer- 
vice of the crown, was beheaded on Tower-hill. Before 
his execution, he accufed Norfolk of having fecretly en- 
couraged the rebels ; but Henry, either fenfible of that 
noblcmarfs great fervices and convinced of his fidelity, 
or afraid to offend one of fuch extenfive power and great 
capacity, rejcQed the information. Being now fatiated 
with punifhing the rebels, he publiflied anew a general 
pardon^ to which he faithfully adhered °; and he ereSed 
by patent a court of juftice at York, for deciding law- 
fuits to the northern counties : A demafd which had been 
made by the rebels. 

Soon after this profperous fuccefs, an event happened, Oa. \l. 
which crowned Henry's joy, the birth of a fon, who was Birth of 
baptized under the name of Edward. Yet was not \\\\s mnce Ed- 
happinefs without alloy : The queen died two days after ^. w«r//, and 
But a fon had fo long been ardently longed for by Henry, ^^^^^ ^ 
and was now become fo neceffary, in order to prevent ^"^^''•^'^''' 
difputes with regard to the (ucceffion, after the fucceffive 
illegitimation of the two prin^effes, that the king's afflic- 
tion w^ drowned in his joy, and he exprefied great fa^^ ; 
tisfaSion on the occafion. The prince, not fix days 
old, was created prince of Wales, duke of Cornwal, and 
carl of Cheftcr. Sir Edward Seyn^our, the queen's bro- 
ther, 

? Herbert, p. 428, " Sirype, vol. il. p. S- 
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CHAP, ther, formerly m ^de lord Beauchamp, was raifcd to the 
XXXI. dignity ctt^arl of Hertford. Sir William Fitz-Williams, 

^*^"V'^^-M:!gh admiral, was created earl of Southampton; Sir,Wil- 
*S38' iiam Paulet, lord St. John; Sir John Ruffel, lord Ruffcl. 
1'h£ fupprefllon of the rebellion and the birth of a fon, 
as they confirmed Henry's authority at home, encreafed 
his confideration among foreign princes, and made his al- 
liance be courted by all parties. He maintained, however, 
a neutrality in the wars, which were carried on with va- 
rious fuccefs, and without any decifive event, between 
Charles and Francis; and though inclined more to fa- 
vour the Ittter, he determined not to incur, with- 
out neceffity, either hazard or expence in his behalf. A 
truce, concluded about this jimc between thcfe poten- 
tates, and afierwaids prdlonged for ten years, freed him 
from all anxiety on account of his ally, and re-eflabliihed 
the tir.Tiqa.iiity of Europe. 

HtN R Y continued very defirous of cementing an untoo 
with the German proteftants; and for that purpofe, he 
fent Chriftopher Mount to a vcongrefs which they held at 
Brunfvvick; but that minifter made no great progreis in 
his negociations. The princes wi(hed to know, what 
were the ai tides in their confeflion which Henry difliked; 
and they fent new ambafladors to him, who had orders 
both to ncgociate and to difpute. They endeavoured to 
convince the king, that he was guilty of a miftake, in ad- 
miniftering thecucharift in one kind only, in allowing of 
private maffes, apd in requiring the celebacy of the cler- 
gy \ Henry would by no means acknowledge any error 
in thefe particulars ; and was difpleafed that they ihould 
pretend ro prefciibe rules to fo great a monarch and theo- 
logian. He found arguments and f)llogifm$ enow to de- 
fend his caufe; and he difmiffed the ambafladors without 
coming to a conclufion. Jealous alfo left his own fubjeSs 
(hould become fuch theologians as to queftion his tenets, 
he ufed gre^it precaution in publifliing that tranflation of 
the fcripture, which was finiftied this year. He would 
only allow a copy of it to be depofited in fome pariih 
churches, where it was fixed by a chain: And he took 
care to inform the people by proclamation, ** That this 
•< indqlgence was not the eflFcQ of his duty, but of his 

** goodncf> 

^ Collier, vol. ii. p. 145, from the Cott. Lib. Qeopatra, E. 
S.fol. 173. 
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** goodncfs and his liberality to them ; who therefore CHAP* 
** fliould ufe it moderately, for the increafe of virtue, XXXI. 
" not of ftrife: And he ordered that no man (hould read ^^•^■v-'*"-^ 
** the bible aloud, fo as to difturb the prieft, while he "Si^- 
** fang mafs, nor prefume to expound doubtful places, 
" wiribout advice from the learned." In this meafure, 
as in the reft, he ftill halted half way between the catho- 
lics and pfoteftants. ' 
There was only one particular, in which Henry was 
quite deciiive ; becaufe he was here impelled by his ava- 
rice, or more properly fpeaking, his rapacity, occafioned 
by profufenefs: This meafure was the entire deftru 3 ion 
of the monafteries. The prefent opportunity feemcd h-SuppreJjf^ 
vourable for that giaeat enterprize ; while the fuppreilion ^n oftb* 
of the late rebellion fortified and encreafed the royal au-if^^^^**** 
thority; and as fomc of the abbots were fufpeSed oi^^fi^^*"* 
having encouraged the infurredion, and of correfponding 
-with the rebels, the king's refentment was farther incited 
by that motive. A new vifitatioii was appointed of alf 
the monafteries in England ; and a pretence only bein^ 
wanted for their fuppreflion, it was eafy for a prince pol- 
feiTed of fuch exorbitant power, and feconding the pre- 
fent humour of a great part of the nation, to find or 
feign one. The abbots and monks knew the danger, to 
which they were expofed ; and having learned, by the 
example of the lefler monafteries, that nothing could 
withftand the king's will, they were moft of them in- 
duced, in expedation of better treatment, to make a vo- 
luntary refignation of their houfes. Where promifes fail- 
ed of effieQ, menaces and even extreme violence were 
employed ; and as feveral of the abbots, fince the breach 
with Rome, had been named by the court, with a view 
to this event, the king's intentions were the more eafily 
effeduated. Some alfo, having ftcretly embraced the 
dodrine of the reformation, were glad to be freed from 
their vows; and on the whole, the defign was conduQ^cd 
with fuch fuccefs, that, in lefs than two years, the king 
had got pofleffion of all the monaftic revenues. 

In feveral places, particularly in the county of Oxford, 
great intereft was made to preferve fome convents of 
women, who, as they lived in the moft irreproachable 
manner, juftly merited, it was thought, that their 
houfes (hould be faved from the general deftruSion ". 

There 
^ Burnet, vpl. i. p. 328. 
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CHAP. There appeared alio great difference in the cafe of nunt 
XXXI. and friars; and the one inftitution might be laudable^ 

^-"^v-*^ while the other was cxpofed to much blan^c. The males 
'53^- of all ranks, if endowed with induftry, might be offer- 
vice to the public ; and none of them could want em- 
ployment, fuited to his Ration and capacity. But a wo^ 
man of family, who failed of a fettlement in the married 
ftate, an accident to which fiich perfons were more liable 
than women of lower ftation, had really no rank which 
Ihe properly filled ; and a convent was a retreat both ho- 
nourable and agreeable, from the inutility* and often 
want, which attended her fituation. But the king was 
determined to abolifli monafteries of every denomination; 
and probably thought, that thefe antient eftabliftiments 
would be the fooner forgot, if no remains of them, of 
any kind, were allowed to fubfift in the kingdom. 

The better to reconcile the people to this great inno- 
vation, ftories were publifhed of the deteftable lives of* 
4^he friars in many of the convents ; and great care was 
taken to defame thofe whom the court had determined 
to ruin. The reliques alfo, and fupei ftitions, which had 
fo long been the objeft of the people's veneration, were 
expofed to their ridicule ; and the religious (pirit, now 
lefs bent on exterior obfervances and fenfible objeds, was 
encouraged in this new direflion. It is needlefs to be 
prolix in an enumeration of particulars : Proteftaw hifto- 
rians mention on this occafion with great triumph the fa- 
cred repofitoriesof conv^ents; the parings of St. Edmund's 
toes ; fome of the coals that roafted St. Laurence ; the 
girdle of the virgin {hewn jn eleven feveral places; two 
or three heads of St. Urfula ; the felt of St. Thomas of 
Lancafler, an infallible cure for thehead-ach; part of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury's (hirt, much reverenced by 
big-bellied women ; fome reliques, an excellent preven- 
tative againft rain; others, a remedy to weeds in corn. 
But fuch fooleries, as they are to be found in all ages and 
liations of the world, and even took place during the 
iTJoft refined periods of .antiquity, form no peculiar nor 
violent reproach on the catholic religion. 

There were alfo difcovered, or faid to be dif«overed, 
in the monafteries fome impoftures of a more artificial 
nature. At Hales, in the county of Gloucefler, had been 
frewn, during/evcfalages, the blood of Chrift, brought 

from 
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from Jerufalem ; and it is eafy to imagine the verierati- C H \ P. 
on, with which fuch a relique was regarded. A mira- XXXI. 
culous circumftance alfo attended this miraculous relique ; ^^ — >r**-^ 
the facred blood was not vifible to any one in mortal fin, *S3^- 
even when fct before him ; and^ll he had performed 
good works fufficient for his abfolution, it would not 
deign to difcover itlelf to him. At the diffolution of the 
monaftery, the whole contrivance was difcovered. Two 
of the monks, who were let into the fecret, had takea 
the blood of a duck^ which they renewed every week: 
They put it into a. phial, one fide of which confifted of 
thin and tranfparent chryftal, the other of thick and 
opaque. When any rich pilgrim arrived, they were fure 
to ihew him the dark fide of the phial, till maflcs and 
offerings had expiated his oflFejices; and then finding his 
money, or patience, or faith, nearly exhaufted, they 
made him happy by turning the phial ^. 

A MIRACULOUS crucifix had been kept at.BoxIey ia 
Kent, and bore the appellation of the Rood of Grace* 
The lips, and eyes, and head of the image moved on the 
approach of its votaries. Hilfey, bilhop of Rochefter, 
broke th« crucifix at St. Paul's crofs, and (hewed to the 
whole people the fprings and wheels by which it had been ^ 
fccretly moved. A great wooden idol, revered in Wales, 
called Darvel Gatberin, was alfo brought to London, 
an^ cut to pieces : And by a cruel refinement of venge- 
Jince, it was employed as fuel to burn friar Foreft ^, who 
was pgnifced for denying the fupremacy> and for fome 
pretended hercfies. A finger of St. Andrew, covered 
with a thin plate of filver, had been pawned by a con- 
vent for a debt of forty poumls.; but as the king's com- 
miffioners refufed to releafe the p/wn, people made them- 
felvcs very merry with the poor creditor, on account of 
his pledge. 

But of all the inftrumenis of antient fuperflition, no^ 
one was fo xealoufly deftroyed as the fhrine of Thomas 
a Becket, commonly called St. Thomas of Canterbury^ 
This faint owed Ipis canonization to the zealous defence, 
which he had made for the apoflolic fee; and on that 
account alfo, the monks had extremely encouraged the 
devotion of pilgrimages toward his tomb, and numberlefs 

were 

c Herbert, p. 431, 432. Stowe, p. ^'^^^. °. Goodwift''» 
Apnals. Stowe, p. 575. Herbert. Baker, p. 286, 
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CHAP, were the miracles, which, they pretended, his reliques 
XXXI. wrought on his devout votaries. They raifed his body 

^*— v*-^ once a year ; and the day on which this ceremony was 
*53^' performed, which was called the day of his tranflation, 
was a general holyday : Every fiftieth year there was ce- 
lebrated a jubilee to his honour, which lafted fifteen days : 
Plenary indulgences were then granted to all that vifited 
his tomb; and a hundred thoufand pilgrims have been 
regiftered at a time in Canterbury. The devotion to- 
wards him had quite effaclsd in that town the adoration 
of the Deity ; nay, even that of the Virgin. At God's 
altar, for inftance, there were offered in one year three 
pounds two (hillings and fix-pence ; at the Virgin's fixty- 
three pounds five (hillings and fix-pence; at St. Thomas's, 
eight hundred and thirty-two pounds twelve (hillings and 
three pence. But next year, the difproportion was ftill 
greater: There was not a penny offered at God's altar; 
the Virgin's gained only four pounds one (hilling ami eight 
pence ; but St. Thomas had got for his (hare nine hun- 
dred and fifty-four pounds fix (hillings and three-pence ^. 
Lewis the feventh of France had made a pilgrimage to 
this miraculous tomb, and had befiowed on the (brine a 
jewel, which was efteemed the richeft in Chriftendom. 
It is obvious, how obnoxious to Henry a faint of this 
charaSer muft appear, and how much contrary to all his 
projeSs for degrading the authority of the court of Rome. 
He not only pillaged the rich (hrine, dedicated to St. 
Thomas : He made the faint himfelf be cited to appear 
in court, and be tried and condemned as a traitor : He 
ordered his name to be (truck out of the calendar ; the 
office for his feftival to be expunged from all breviaries; 

^ and his bones to be burned, and the a(hes to be thrown 

in the air. 

On the whole, the king, at different times, fuppreff- 
cd fix hundred and forty-five monafteries: Of which 
twenty-eight had abbots, that enjoyed a feat in Parlia- 
ment, Ninety colleges were demoli(hed in feveral coun* 
ties; two thoufand three hundred and feventy-four chan- 
tries and free chapels ; A hundred and ten hofpitals. The 
^ whole revenue of thefe eftablifhments amounted to one 
hundred and fixty one thoufand one hundred pounds ^ 

It 

* Burnet, vol. i. p. 224. ' Lord Herbert, jCamdcn, 
Speed. 
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It is worthy of obfervation, that vail the lands and pof-CHA P. 
feffions and revenue of England had, a little before this XXXI. 
period, been rated at three millions a year ; fo that the ^ — v'"^*-' 
revenues of the nionafteries did not really much exceed ^SS^- 
the twentieth part of the national incomt : A fum vaflly 
inferior lo what is commonly apprehended. The lands 
belonging to the convents, were ufually let at very low 
rent ; and the farmers, who regarded themfeives as a 
fpecies of proprietors, took always care to renew their 
leafes before they expired ^. 

Great murmurs were every where excited againft 
thefe violences; and men much queftioned, whether 
priors and monks, who were only truftees or tenants for 
life, could, by any deed, however voluntary, transfer to 
the king the entire property of their eftates. In order to 
reconcile the people to fuch mighty innovations, they 
were toM, that the king would never henceforth have 
occadon to levy taxes, but would be able, from the ab- 
bey lands a)one, to bear, during war as well as peace, 
the whole charges of government ". While fuch topics 
were employed to pacify the populace, the king took aa 
cffeSual method of interefting the nobility and gentry in 
the fuccefs of his meafures ' : He either made a gift of 
the revenues of convents to his favourites and courtiers, 
or fold them at low prices, or exchanged them for other 
lands on very difadvantageous terms; .He was fo profufe 
in thefe liberalities, that he is faid to have given a wo- 
man the whole revenue of a* convent, as a reward for 
making a pudding, which happened to gratify his palate ^» 
He alfo fettled falaries on the abbots and priors, propor- 
tioned to their former revenues or to their merits ; and 
gave each monk a yearly penfion of eight marks : He 
ereSed fix new bifhoprics, Wcftminfter, Oxford, Pe- 
terborow, Briftol, Chefter, and Gloucefter; of which 
the laft five fubfift at this day: And by all thefe means 
of expcnce and diflipation, the profit, which the king 
reaped by the feizu re of church lands, fell much fhoit 
of vulgar opinion. As the ruin of convents had been 
forefeen fome years ere it happened, the monks had taken 
care to fecretc beforehand moft of their ftock, furniture, 
and plate j fo that the fpoils of the great monafteries 

bore 

^ See note at the end of the volume, ^ Coke's 4th Inft. 
(qL 44. * Du§dale*s Warwickshire, p. 800. ^ Fuller. 
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C H A P. bore not, in thefc rcfpeds, any proportion to thofe of 
XXXI. the leffer, 

\--.y^^ Beside the lands, pofleflTed by the monafterieV, the' 
1538- regular clergy enjpycd a confiderable part of the benefices 
of England, and of the tythes, annexed to them ; and 
thefe were alio at this time transferred to the crown, and 
by that means came into the hands of laymen : an abulc 
which many zealous churchmen regard as the moft crimi- 
nal facrilege. The monks were formerly much at their 
cafe in England, and enjoyed revenues, which much ex- 
ceeded the regular and dated expence of the houfc. We 
read of the abbey of Chertfey in Surrey which poffeffed 
744 pounds a year, though it contained only fourteen 
monks: Thatof Furncfs, in the* county of Lincoln, was 
valued at 960 pounds a year, and contained but thirty 
monks ^. In order to diflipate their revenues, and fup- 
port popularity, the monafteries lived in a very hofpita- 
ble manner ; and befides the poor, maintained from their 
•ffals, there were many decayed gentlemen, who paffed 
their lives in travelling from convent to convent, and 
were entirely fubfifted at the tables of the friars. By 
this hofpitality, as much as by their own inadivity, did 
the convents prove nurferies of idlenefs ; but the king, 
not to give offence by too fudden an innovation, bound 
the new proprietors of abbey landsi to fupport the an-^ 
tient hofpitality. But this engagement was^ futfiUed in 
very few places, and for a very Siort time. 

It is eafy to imagine the indignation, with which tht 
intelligence of all ihefe violences was received at Rome ; 
and how much the ecclefiaftics of that court, who had fo 
long kept the world in fubjeSioh by big founding epithets, 
and by holy execrajtions, would now vent their rhetoric 
againft the eharaScr and condufl: of Henry. The pope 
was provoked at laft to publilh the bull, which had been 
paffed againft that monarch; and in a public manner he 
delivered over his foul to the devil, and his dominions to 
the firft invader. Libels were difperfed, in which he wasa- 
new compared to the moft furious perfecutors in antiquity ; 
and the preference was now given on their fide. He had 
declared war with the dead, whom the pagans themfelves 
refpeSed ; was at open enmity with heaven ; and had en- 
gaged in profeffed hoftility with the whole hoft of faints 

and 
^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 237. 
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and aftgels. Above all^ he was often reproached with his CHAP. 
refemhlanae to the emperor Juhan, whom, it was faid, XXXI. 
he imitated in his apoftacy and learning, though he fell ^— -v*^> 
ihort of him in his morals. Henry could diilinguifli in '53^- 
many of thefe libels the ftile and animofity of his kinf- 
nfian Pole; and he was thence incited to vent his rage^ 
by every poiTible expedient, on that famous cardinaL 

Reginald de la Pole or Reginald Pole, ^^^ At^ Cardinal 
fcendedof the royal family, being fourth fon of the coun- PoU, 
tefs of Sali(bury, daughter of the duke of Clarence. He 
difcovered in very early youth evident fymptoms of thatr 
fine genius, and generous difpoficion, by which, during 
his whole life, he was fo much didtnguiihed; and Hen* 
ry having conceived great friendftiip ibr him, propofed 
to raife him to the higheil eccleiiaftical dignities; and as a 
pledge of future favours, he conferred on him the deanry 
of Exeter ^, in order to fupport him in the expences of 
his education. Pole was carrying on his ftudies in Paris, at 
the time when the king folicited thefuflFragesof that.uni- 
vcrfity in favc^ir of his divorce ; but though applied to by 
the £ngli(h agent, he declined taking any part in thaJt 
aflFair. Henry bore this neglc^ with more, temper than 
>Aras naturaLto him; and he appeared unwilling, on that 
account, to lenounce friendfhip with a- perfon, whofe 
virtues and talents, he hoped, would prove ufeful as well 
as ornamental to his court and kingdom. He allowed 
him ftill to poffefs his deanry, and gave him permifTion 
to finifh his (ludiea at Padua : He even paid him fome 
court, in order to bring him into his meafures; and wrote 
to him, while in that univerfity, defiring him to give 
his opinion freely, witji r^ard to the meafures taken iti 
England, for abolifhing the papal authority. Pole had 
now entered Into an intimate friendfliip with whatever 
Was eminent for dignity or merit in Italy ; Sadolet, Bem. 
ba, and oth^r revivers of troe tafte and learning; and he 
was moved by thefe connedions, as well as by religious 
zeal, to forget, in fome refpefl:, the duty which he owe4 
^p Henry, his bcnefador, and his fovereign. He*repU- 
fcdj'by writing a treatife of the unity of the churchy in 
which he inveighed againft the king's fupremacy, his di- 
vorce, his fecond/marriage ; and he eveja exhorted the 

Vo^ IV. : M enaperpr 

^ Goodwin*^ Annf 1«. 
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CHAP, emperor to revenge on him the injury done to the impe* 
XXXI. rial fiimily, and to the catholic cafe. Henry, though 

"*-— v*-^ provoked beyond meafure at this outrage^ difiemUed his 
«S3^ rerentment ; ajid fcnt a meffage to Pole, defiring him to 
return to'£ngland» in order to explain certain pafla^es of 
his book, which he found fomewhat obfcure and difficult : 
Pole was on his guard againft this infiduous invitation ; 
and was determined to remain in Italy, where he was ex- 
tremely and univerfally beloved. 

The pope and emperor thought themfelves obliged to 
provide for a man of Pole's eminence and dignity, who, 
in fupport of their caufe, had (acrificed all his pretenfions 
to foilune in his own country. He was created a cardinal ; 
and though he took no higher orders than ihofe of a dea- 
con, he was fent legate into Flanders about the yiear 
1536.''. Henry was fenfiblc, that Pole's chief intention 
in chdofingthat employment, was to foment the mutinous 
difffoiition of the Engli(h catholics ; and he therefore re- 
monftrated in fuch a vigorous manner with the queen of 
Hungary, regent of the Low Countries, that (he diF- 
mtfled the legate, without allowing him to exercife bis 
commiffion. The enmity, which he bore Pole, was now 
open, as well as violent ; and the cardinal, on his pan^ 
kept no farther meafures in his intrigues againft Henry. 
He is even fufpeded of having afpired to the crown^ by- 
means of a marriage with the lady Mary; and the king 
was every day alarmed by informations, which he re- 
ceived, of the correfpondence maintained in England by 
that fugitive. Courtney, marquis of Exetier, bad enter- 
ed iiKo a confpiracy with him ; Sir Edward Nevil, bro- 
, ther to the lord Abergavenny, Sir Nicholas Carew, maf- 
ter of horfe, and knight of the garter; Henry de la Pole, 
lord Montacute, and Sir Ge9fFrey de la Pole, brothers 
to the cardinal, Thefe perfons were indided, and tried, 
and convi3ed, before lord Audley,,who pfefided in the 
trial, as high fteward. They were all executed, except 
Sir Geoffrey de la Pole, who was pardoned; and he 
owe3 this ^race to bi» having firft carried to the kjpg 
fecret intelV^ence of the confpiracy.. We know fn- 
tle of the juftice or iniquity of the fentence pronounced 
againft thefe men : We only know, that the condemna- 
tion of a man, who was, at that time, profecutcd by the 

court 
N Herbert. 
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court, forms no prefumption of hi^ guilt : though as no C H A P. 
hiftorian of credit mentions, in the prcfent cafe, any XXXI. 
complaints occaiioned by thefc tnals,. we nuy prefumc/'*'"^'^^*^. 
that fufficient evidence was produced againft the marquis '53^* 
of Exeter and hb aflbciates ^. 

• Herbert in Kennet/ p. zi6. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Difputation with Lambert A Parliament Law of 

the fix articles ^^^ Proclamations rmuk equal to laws 

Settlement of'thefuccejpon King*! proje^s of 

marriage He marries Anne of Cleves He dif 

likes her A Parliament — — Fall oj Cromwel 

His execution — ^^King^s divorce from Anne of Cleves 

His marriage with Catherine Howard State of 

affairs in Scotland — - — Dijcovery of the^ue£r^s dijfolute^ 
life A Parliament Eccleftajlical affairs. 

CHAP. T^ K^ rough hand of Henry feemed well adapted for 
3Q(XII. X rending afunder thoie bands, by which the aniient 

^— N/-^*-' fuperftition had faftened itfelf on the kingdom; and 
1538. though, after renouncing the pope's fupremacy, and fup^ 
prcfling monafteries, moft of the political ends of a re- 
formation were already attained, few people expefited, 
that he would (lop at thofe innovations. The fpirit of 
oppofition, it was thought, would carry him to the ut- 
moft extremity againft the church of Rome ; and lead 
him to declare war againfl the whole dodrine and wor- 
Ihip, as vijllasdifciplinc, of that mighty hierarchy. He 
had formerly appealed from the pope to a general council ; 
but now, that a general council was fummoned to nxeet 
at Mantua, he previoufly renounced all fubmiflion to it, 
as being fummoned by the pope, and lying entirely under 
fubjefiion to that fpiritual ufurper. He engaged his cler- 
gy to make a declaration to the like purpofe; and he had 
prefcribed^ to them many otb«r alterations in antient te- 
nets and praSices. Cranmer took advantage 0/ every 
opportunity to carry him on in this courfe ; and while 
queen Jane lived, i^ho favoured the reformers, he had, 
by means of her infinuatio||§and addrefs, been very fuc- 
cefsful in his endeavours. After her death, Gardiner, 
who was returned from his embafly to France, kept the 
king more in fufpence; and by feigning an unlimited fub- 
miflion to his will, he was frequently able to guide him 
to his own puipofes. Fox, bifliop of Hereford, had 
fiipportcd Cranmer in his fchemes for a more thorough 
reformation;, but his death had made way for the promo^ 
tion of Bonner, who, though he had tutherto feemed a 

furious 
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farious enemy to the [fee of Rome, was determined to C HA P. 
facrifice every thing to prefent intereft, and had joined XXXII. 
the confederacy of Gardiner and thepartizans of the old ''*'"^*^'""^^ 
religion. Gardiner himfclf, it was believed, had fecretiy *W^* 
entered into meafures with the pope, and even with the 
emperor ; and in concert with thefc powers, he endea- 
voured to preferve, as much as poi&ble, the antieqt faith 
and worfliip. 

Henry was ,fo much governed by paflion, that no- 
thing could h^ve retarded his animofity and oppoGtion 
againft Rome, but fome other paflion, which flopped 
his career, and raifed him new fubjeSs of animofity. 
Though he had gradually, fince he came to years of ma- 
turity, been chfeinging the tenets of that theological fyf* 
tem^ in whicly he had been educated, he was equally 
j>ofitive and ddgmatical in the few articles which remain- 
- ed to him, as if the whole fabric had continued entire 
and unfhaken : And though he flood alon^ in his opinion, 
the flattery of courtiers had fo enflamed his tyrannical 
arrogance^ that he thought himfelf entitled to regulate, 
by his own particular flandard, the religious faith of the 
whole nation. The point, on which he chiefly refled - 
his orthodoxy, happened to be the real prefence; that 
very dodrine, in which, among the numberlefs vidori^s 
of fuperftitiorf over comoKKi fenfe, her triumph is the 
mofl fignal and egregious. AU departure from this prio- 
ciple he held to be heretical and deteflable ; and nothing, 
he thought, would be nvore honourable for him, than, 
while he broke off all connexions with the Roman pon- 
tiff, to maintain, in this effential article, the purity of 
the catholic faith. 

There was one Lambert', a fchool-mafter in IfOtir- l>0uta* 
lion, who had been quef^ioned and confined for unfound tion wik 
opinions by archbifhop Warham; but, upon the death o{Lamheru 
that prelate, and the changing of councils at court, he 
had been relcafed. Not terrified with the danger which 
he had incurred, he flill continued to promulgate his te- 
nets ; and having heard Dr. Taylor, afterwards bifhop of 
Lincoln, defend in a fermoh the corporal prefence, he 
could not forbear cxprefTing to Taylor his diflfent from 
that dodrine ; and he' drew up his objeSions under ten 
ieveral heads. Taylor communicated the paper to Dr. 
Barons, who happened to foe a Lutheran, and who main- 

tainedj^ 
^ Fox, vol. 11. p. 306, 
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CHAP.taincd, that, though the fubftance of bread and win^ 
XXXII. renuined in the facrament, yet the real body and blood pf 
^^— v^*^ Chrift were tberie alfo, and were, in a certain myfteri- 
'53^* ous manner, incorporated with the material elements. 
By the prefent laws and pradice, Barnes was no lefs ex- 
pgfed to the {bke tl>an Lambert *^ yet fuch was the per- 
fecuting* rage wViich prevailed, that he was determined 
to bring this man to condign p^pifhment; becaufe, in 
their common departure froni th€ antient faith, he had 
dared to go one (lep farther than himfelf. He engaged 
Taylor to accufe Lambert to Cranmer and Latimer, 
who, whatever their private opinions might be on thefe 
points, were obliged to conform themfelves to the ftand- 
urd of ortho<tDxy, eftabliihed by Henry. When Lam- 
bert wa> cited before thefe prelates, they endeavoured to 
bend him to a recantation; and they were furprixed^ 
when, inftead of compliance, he ventured to appeal to 
the king. 

The king, npt difpleafcd with aa opportunity, when 
he could at once exert his fuprem&cy, aqd difplay his 
^ learning, accepted the appeal; and was determined to 
mix, in a very unfair mannetr, the magiftrate with the 
, disputant. Public notice was givcd,.that he intended to 
enter the lifts with this fchool- matter: Scaffolds were 
ereQed in Weftminfter-hall^.for the accommodation of 
the audience : Henry appeared on his throne, accoiKipa- 
nied with all the enfigns of ma,]efty : The prelates wcjrc 
.placed on his right hand: The temporal peers on his 
left. The judges ^nd moft eminent lawyers bad a place 
ailigned them behind the bifhops : The courtiers of gre.at» 
eft diftinSion behind the peers : And in the midft of this 
fplcndid aflemWy was produced the unhappy Lambert, 
and he was required to defend his opinions againft his royal 
. antagonift ^. 

The biflipp of Chichefter epefied the conference, by 
faying, that Lambert, being charged with heretical pra- 
vity, had appealed from Jiis.biihop to the king; as if he 
cxpeSed more favour from this application, and as if the 
king could ever be induced tp protect a heretic :_ That 
though his majcfty had thrown off. the ufurpations of the 
fee of Rome; had difincprpar^t^d fon(ie idle monks, who 
. lived like firones in a bee- hi ye ; b^^. ren^died the idola- 
tfous worfliip of images ; had publiihed the bible in Eng- 

lifli, 
^Foxj vol. ii: p. 426. *■ 
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li(h^ for the inftruaion of all his fabjeds; undfatd m^deC H A P> 
feme lefler alterations^ which every one muft approve of s XXXII. 
yet was be determined to maintain the purity of the ca- ^'^^'^C**^ 
tholic faith, and to punij(b» with theutmoft levei^ty, all "Sift, 
departure from it ; And that he had taken the prefent op«- 
portunity, before fo learned and grave an ^uditory^ of 
c6nvincing Lambert of hb errors; but if he ftill perfe* 
vered obftinately in them, he mull exped the moft conv 
dign puniihment *• 

After this preamble, which was not very encourag- 
ing, the king ail^ed Lambert, with a ftern countenance, 
what his opinion wks of Chrift's corporal prefence in the 
iacrament of the altar; and wl^n Lambert began hisdifi* 
courfe with fome compliment to his majefty, he rejefted 
the praife with difdain aad indignation. He afterwards 
prefied (^ambert with argqments, drawn from Scripture 
«nd the fchootmen : The audience applauded tho force of 
his reafoning, and the extent of bis erudition : Cranmer 
feconded his proofs by fome new topics : Gardiner en- 
tered the lifts as a fupport to Cranmer: Tonftal took up 
the argument after Gardiner; Stoke0ey brought fre(b aid 
fo Tonftal : Six bifliops more appeared fucceflively in th^ 
^d after Stokefley. And the difputation, if it deferves 
the name^ was prcrfonged For five hours; till Lambert, 
fatigued, confounded, brow-beaten, and abaihed, was at 
laft reduced to filence. The kit^ then, returning to the 
charge, aliped him whether he was convinced ? and he / 
propofed, as a concluding ^irgum^nt, this interefting 
queftion, whether he was refolved to live or die ? Lam- 
bert, who pofleflfed that coi^r^e which coniifts in obfti- 
nacy, replied, th^t he caft himfelf wholly on hrs majefn 
ty's clemency : The king told him, that he would be np 
protedor of heretics; and therefore, if that was his finat 
anfwer, he muft expe^ to be committed to the flames. 
Cromwell, as vicegerentj^ read the fentence againft him ^ 

* Goodwin's ADnah. 
' Collier, ijn h!s ecclefiaftical hiftory, vol. H. p. 15^, has 
preferved an account which Cromwell gave of this conference, 
to a letter to ^h- Thomas Wyat, the king*s cmbaiTador in Ger- 
many. ** The king's majcfty," (ayi Cromwel, " for the re- / 
** vcrcnce of the holy facrament of the ultar* did fit openly ia 
'' his hall, and there preiided at the difpuution, procefs and 
''judgment of a mi(eca)>ie heretic fiicramcntaryy who was 
•^ ** burned 
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CHAP. Lambert, whofe vanity had probably incite^ him 
XXXIf. the more to pcrfevcre on account of rhc greatncfe of this 
y~ v'-^^-i public appearance, was not daunted by the terrors of that 
'53o« puniftlment, to which he was condemned. His executi- 
otiers took care to make the bufferings of a man who had 
perfonally oppofed the king, as ciuel as poffiblc : He was 
burned at a flow fire; his legs and thighs were confumed 
to the flumps ; and when there appeared no end of his 
torments, fome of the guards, more .merciful than the 
reft, lifted him on their halberis, and threw him into the 
flames, where he was con fumed. While they were em- 
ployed in this friendly oflSce, he cried aloud feveral times, 
' None but Chrijly none hut Chrift \ and thefc words were in 
his mouth when he expired "^ 

Some few days before this execution, four.Dutch ana- 
baptifls, three men and a woman, had faggots tied to 
their backs at Paul's Crofs ; and were burned in that man- 
ner. And a man and a woman, of the fame fed and 
country, were burned in Smithfield ". 
1539* It was the unhappy fituation of the Englifli, during 
that age, that when they laboured under any grievance^ 
they had not the fatisfa3ion of exped,ing redrefs from 
parliament: On the contrary, they had reafon to dread 
each meeting of that affemlfly, and were then fure of 
^ having tyranny converted into law, and aggravated, per- 
haps, with fome circtimftance, which the arbitrary prince 
and his minifters had not hitherto deviled, or did not think 

proper, 

** burned the 20th of November. It was a wonder to fee how 
•* princely, with how excellent gravity, and ineftimabU majefty 
** his highne/s exercifed there ihe very office of fuprenie head 
** of the church of England. How benignly his grace efTayed 
** to convert the miferable man : How ftrong^ and manifeft 
" rcafons hit highnefs alledged againft him. I wifh the princes 
" and potentates 6f Chriftendom to have had meet place to 
** have feen it. Undoubtedly they fhould have much marvelled 
•* at his majeily's moft high wifdom and judgment, and rrput- 
** ed him no otherwife after the fame, thnn in a manner the 
** mirror and light of all other kings and princes in Chriften* 
** dom." It was by fuch flatteries, that Henry was engaged to 
make his fentiments the ftandard of all mankind j and was de- 
termined to enforce, by the (evereft penalties, hit flrong and 
inanifeft reaibns for rtanfubftantiation. 

*^ Fox's aftsand monument?, p. 427. Burnet. ^ Stowc, 
p. 556. 
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proper, of themfelves, to carry into execution. This 
abjeft fervility never more eminently appeared than in a 
new parliament, which the king now affembled, and 
which, if he had been fo pleafed, might have been the *539- 
Jaft that ever fat in England. But he found them too ^^^^^'3", 
uiieful inftruments of dominion ever to entertain thoughts '^^^' 
of giving them a total exclufion. '"^' 

The chancellor ^opened the parliament by informing 
the houfe of Lords, that it was his majetty's earned defire, 
to extirpate from his kingdom all diverfity of opinions 
v^ith regard to religion ; and as this enterprize was, he 
Owned, difficult and important, he defired them to chufe 
a committee from among themfelves, who might frame 
Certain articles, and communicate them afterwards to the 
parliament. The lords named the vicar-general, Crom- 
wel, now created a peer, the archbifhops of Canterbury 
and York, the bifhops of Durh;im, Carlifle, Worcefter, 
Bath and Wells, Bangor, and Ely. The houfe might 
have feen what a hopeful tafk they were undertaking: 
This froall committee itfelf was agitated with fuch di- 
verfity of opinions, that it could come to no conclufion. 
The duke of Norfolk then moved in the houfe, that, 
fince there were no hopes of having a report from th^t 
committee, the artides of faith, propofed to be eftablifh- 
cd, (hould be reduced to fix ; and a new committee be 
appointed to frame an ad with regard to them. As th^ 
peer was underfiood to fpeak the king's niind, his motion 
was immediately complied with ; and, after a ihort: pro- 
rogation, the h\\\ oi ^^ fix articles 9 or the bloody bill, as 
the proteftantsjuftly termed it, was introduced, and hav- 
ing palTed the two houfes, had the king's affent affixed to 
it. 

In this law, thcdoQrine of the real prefence was^efla- Z^w of 
blifhed, the communion in one kind, the perpetual obli- the fix ar^ 
gatioji of vows of chaftity, the utility of private mafles, tides. 
the celibacy of the clergy, the neceflity of auricular con- 
feflion. The denial of the firft article, with regard to 
the real prefence, fubjeSed the perfon to death by fire, 
and to the fame forfeituie as in cafes of treafon ; and ad- 
mitted not the privilege of abjuring: An unheard of fe- 
verity, and unknown to the inquifition itfelf. The denial 
of any of the other five articles, even though recanted, 
was puniftiable by the forfeiture of goods and chattels, 
add imprifonment during the king's pleafure; An obfti- 

natc. 
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ntte adherence to error, or t relapfe, was adjudged to be 
felony, and puniihable with death.. The marriage of 
priefts was fubjedcd to the fame puniftiment. Their 
*539* commerce with women was, for the firft oflFence, forfei- 
ture and iniprifonment ; for the fecond, death. Abftain- 
ing from confcflion, and from receiving the eucharift at 
the accufiomed times, fubjeded the perfon to fine, and 
to imprifonment during the king's pkafure ; and if the 
criminal perfevered after con vi£l ion, he was punifhable bjr 
death and forfeiture, as in cafes of felony ^. Commiffi- 
oners were to be appointed by the king, for enqutrifig in- 
to thefe herefies and irregular pradices,*and the criminak 
were to be tried by a jury. 

The kin^, in framing this law, had laid his oppreffiv^ 
hand on bdth parties; and even the catholics had reafoti 
to compiainj that the firiars and nuns, tbongh dtfmiffed' 
their convent, (hould be caprii^ioufly reftrained to the 
pradict of celibacy ^ : Btxt as the proteftants were chief- 
ly expofed to the fevcrhy of the ad, the mifery of Md^ 
verbries, according tp the ofual mai^ims of party, was 
regarded by the adherents of the antient religion, as 
their owd profpenty and rritirtiph. Cranitier hadfthe 
courage to o|)p6fe this bill in the houfe ; and though the 
king defired him to abfent hirofelf, he could not b^ pre- 
vailed on tb give this proof of compliance *. tienry wie 
accuftomed to Cranmer's freedom and fmceWty ; ami be- 
ing convinced of the general reditude of hb iniemion$^ 
gave him an unufnal indulgence in that particular, and 
never allowed even a whifper againft him. That prelate, 
however, was now obliged, in obedience to the ftatute, 
to difmifs his wife, the niece of Ofiander, a famous di- 
vine of Nurcmburg ^ ; and Henry, fatisficd with this 
proof of fubhiiflion, (hewed him his former countenance 

and 

^ ^i Hep. Vlll. c. 14. Herbert in Kennet. p. 219. 

^ There isaftory, tliat the duke of Norfolk, meeting, foon 
after this aft was paiTed* one of his chaplains, who was fuf- 
peftcd of favouring the reformation, faid to hip, ** Now, Sir, 
'• what think you of the law to hinder priefls froih having 
" wives?'* " Yes, my lord," replies the chaplain, " you have 
•• done that; bull will anfwer for it, you cannot hinder mea's 
•* wives from having priefts." 

^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 245, 270. Fox, vpl ii. p. 1037. 
^ Herbert in Kennet, j). 219. 
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tod favour. Latimer and Shaxton threw upk their bi-CHA P. 
fiioprics^ on accom^ of this law^ and were committed to XXXII. 
prifon. ^ ^^""^"^"^"^^^ 

The parliament having thus refigned alt their ccdefi- pj^?^' 
afti<;al liberties, proceeded to an entire lurrender of their . 1^* 
civil ; and without fcruple or deliberation they made by '^^"^n^ 
one aft a total fubveriion of the Englifli conftitution, ^i^,^ * 

"TThey gave to the king's proclamations the fanie force a^ 
to a ftatote ena3ed by parliament ; and to render the 
matter worfe, if ppifible, they framed this law as if i^ 
were only declaratory^ and were intended to explain the 
natural extent of the regal authoritv. ThjB preamble 
contains, that the king had formerly (et forth feveral pro- 
damations, which froward peffons had wilfully contemn- 
ed, not confidering wha.t a king by his royal power may 
do ; Ihat this licence might encourage offenders not only 
to difobey the laws of Almighty .God, but alio to di(ho- 
nourthe king's mod royal majefty, wA^ may full HI be^^ 
it ; that fudden emergencies often occur, which require 

. fpeedy remedies, and cannot awaif the (low aflembling 
and deliberations *of parliament ; - and that, thoi^h the 
king was empowered, by his authori^, derived from 
<jlod, to confult the public good on thefe occaiidns, yet 
the oppdfition of refra^ory fubjeds might pufli him to 
extremity aiid violence : For thefe reafons, the parlia- 
ment, that they might remove all occafion of doubt, af- 
certaintd by a ftatute this prerogative of the crown, aiid 
enabled his majeily, with the advice of his council, to 
fet forth proclamations, enjqynihg obedience under what* 
ever pains and penalties he ftiall think proper: And thefe 
proclamations were to have the force of perpetual laws ?• 
What (he^s either a Aupid or a wilful blindnefs of 
parliament is, that they pretended, even after thi^ (latute, 
to nf^ntatn fome limitations in the government ; and they 
ena^ed, that no proclamation (hould deprive any perfoA 
of his lawful ppfleffions, liberties, inheritance?, privileges, 
franchifes; nor yet infringe any connnon law or laudible 
cuftom of the r#alm. They confidered not, that no pe- 
nalty could be inflided on the difobedience of proclama- 
tions, without invading fome liberty or property of the 
fub)e&( and that the power of enaifting-new laws, join- 
ed to the difpenfi% power, th^ exercifcd by the crown, 
aitlounted to a full legiflative authority. It is true, the 

king's 
- ^ Hen. Vni. c. 8. 
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kings of England had been always accuftomedy from their 
own authrority, to iflue proclamations, and exad obedi- 
ence to them ; and this prerogative was, no doubt, a 
*539- ftrong fymptom of abfolute government: But ftill there 
was a difference between a power, which was exercifed 
on a particular emergence, and which muft be juftified 
by the prefent expediency or neceifity ; and an authority 
conferred by a pofitive ftatute, which could no longer 
admit of controul or limitation. 

Could any aft be more oppofite to the fpirit of li- 
berty than this law, it would have been another of the 
lame partiament. They paflcd attainders, not only 
ttgainft the m^irquis of Exeter, the lords Montacute, 
Darcy, Huffey, and others, who had been legally tried 
and condemned ; but alfo againft feme perfons, of ibe 
highefl quahty, who had never been accufed, or exa- 
mined, or convided. The violent hatred, which Henry 
bore to cardinal Pole, had extended iifelf to all his friends 
and relations ; and his mother in particular, the countefs 
of Salifbury, had, on that account, become extremely 
obnoxious to him. She was alfo accufed of having em- 
ployed her authority with her tenants, to hinder them 
from perufing the new tranflation of the Bible ; of hav- 
ing procured bulls from Rome, which, *tis faid, were 
found a( Coudray, her country feat; of having kept a 
correfpondence with her fon, the cardinal: But Henry 
difcovered, either that thefe offences could not be proved, 
or that they would not by law be fubjefted to fuch fevere 
punifhment as he defired to inflifk lipon her. He rcfolved, 
therefore, to proceed in a more fummary and more ty- 
rannical manner; and for that purpofe, he fent Crora- 
wel^ who was but too obfequious to his will, to demand 
-of the judges, whether the parliament could attaint a 
perfon, who was forth-coming, without giving him any 
trial, or citing him to appear before them " ? The judges 
replied, that it was a dangerous queftion ; and that the 
high court of parliament ought to give example to inferior 
courts, of proceeding according to juftice. No inferior 
court could n& in that arbitrary manner, and they thought 
that the parliament never would. Being prcfled to give 
a more explicit anfwer, they replied, that, if any perfon 
were attainted in that manner, the attainder could never 
after be brought in queftion, but muft remain good in 

law. 
" Cukt's 4th In ft. p. 37, 38. 
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law. Henry learned by this decifion, that fuch a method C H A P. 
of proceeding, though direSly contrary to all the prin- XXXIf. 
ciples of equity, was yet praSicable ; and this being all ^— "n^*-*^ 
he was anxious to know, he refolved to emplpy it againft *539' 
the countefs of SaJiibury. , Cromwel (hewed to the houfe- 
of peers a banner, on which were embroidered thi five 
wounds of Chrid, the fymbol chofen by the northern re- 
bels; and this banner, he affirmed, was found in the 
coupte^*s houle ^ No other proof feems to have been 
produced, in order to afcertain her guilt : The parlia- 
ment, without farther enquiry, pafled a bill of attainder ' 
againft her ; and they involved in the fame bill, without 
any better proof,, as far as appears, Gertrude marchioneii 
of Exeter, Sir Adrian Fortefcue, and Sir Thomas Ding- 
ley. Thefe two gentlemen were executed: The mar- 
chionefs was pardoned, and furvived the king ; the coun- 
tefs received a reprieve. 

The only bepeficial a£^, paffcd this fefljon, was that 
by which the parliament confirmed the furrender of the 
raonafteries ; and yet; even this a£l contains much falfe- 
hood, much tyranny, and were it not that all private 
rights muft fubmit to public intereft, much injuftice and 
iniquity. The fcheme of engaging the abbots to make a 
furrender of their monafteries had been conduQed, as 
may eafily be imagined, with many invidious circum- 
ftances : Arts of all kinds bad been employed ; every mo- 
tive, that could -work on the frailty of human nature, 
had been fet before them ; and it was with great difficul- 
ty that thefe dignified conventuals were brought to a con- 
ceffion, which moft of them regarded as deftruSive of 
their interefls, as well as facrilegious and criminal in it- 
felf ^. Three abbots had fhewn more contkncy than 
the reft,- the abbots of Colchefter, Reading, and Glaf- 
tenbury ; and in order to punifh them for their oppofiti* 
0D> and mate them^ an example to others, means had 
be^o found to convi^ them of treafon ; they had perifhed 
tyihe hands of the executioner, and the revenue of the 
convents had be^n, forfeited ^. Befides, though none of 
tbefe violences had^ had place, the king knew, that a fiir- 
rcoder pade by men, who were only tenants for life, 

would 

^ Rymer, vol. xiv. p. 652, ^ Collier, vol. ii. p. 158. 

&re<}. ^ 31 Hen. VIU. c. xOc 
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CHAP. wo|iId not bear examinatiQii ; and he wa$ therc^e re« 

^Xll. folved to make all fure by his nfual expedient^ an ad of 

^— v***-' parliament. In the preamble fo this aS, the parltansent 

■539* aflertty that all the furrenders, made by the abbots, haij 

been, •* without conftraint, of their own accord, and ac- 

^* cording to the due courle of common law.'* And 

in confequence, the parliament confirms the furrenders, 

and fecures the property of the abbey lands to the king 

and his fucceflbrs for ever ^. It is remarkable, that an 

the mitred abbots ftill fat in the houfe ot peers ; and hone 

of them made any protefiation againft this (latute. 

In this feffion, the rank of all the great officers of 
ftate was fixed : Cromwel, as vicegerent, had the pre- 
cedency aflSgned him above all of them. It was thoi^t 
lingular, that a blackfmith's fon, for he was no other^ 
fiiould have place next the royal family ; and that a man 
poQefled of no manner of literature, ihcixld be at the 
head of the church. 

As foon as the ad of the fix article Jiad pa0ed, the 
catholics were extremely vigilant to inform ^inft of- 
fenders; and no lets than five hundred perlbns were in a 
little time thrown into prifon. But Cromwel, who bad 
not had intereft enough to prevent that aS, was able, Coir 
the prefent, to elude its execution. Seconded by the 
duke of Suffolk, and lord chancellor Audley, as well as 
t>y Cranmer, he remonflrated againfl the cruelty of po-* 
nifhing fo many delinquents ; and he obtained permiffion 
to fet them at liberty. The uncertainty of the King's hti- 
mour gave each partv an opportunity of triumphing in its 
turn. No fooner had Henry pafTed this law, which feem- 
ed to give fo deep a wound to the reformers, than be 
granted a general permifllion, for every one to have thfe 
new tranflation of the Bible in his family : A conceffion 
regarded by that party, as a moft important vidory. 
f^g^y^f But as Henry was obferved to be much governed by 

troj/as o/his*wrves, while he retained, his fondneis for them, the 
nunriagi. final prevalence of either party, feemed to depend qfiuch 
on the choice of the future queen. Immediately after the 
death of Jane SeynK)ur, the moft beloved of all his wives» 
he began to think of a i^ew marriage. He firfl call his 
eye on the dutchefs-dowager of Milan, niece to the eni^ 
peror; and he made propofals for that alliance. But 
ineeting with difficulties in this defign, be was c^ried, 

M 31 Hen. VIII. C.13. 
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by his fri^idfliipfor Francis, rather to think of a French CHAP. 
priBcefs. He demanded the dutchcfs-rdowager of Lonr XXXII. 
gueville, daughter of the duke of Guifci a prince of the ^^-""V**' 
hmife of Lorraine; but Francis told him that the lady *539' 
was already betrothed to the king of Scotland. The king, 
however, would not take a repulfe : he had fet; his heart 
extremely on the match: The information, which he 
had received, of the duK:Kefs's accompli(hmeypts and 
beauty, had prepoffeffed him in her favour ; and having 
privately fent over Meautys to examine her perfon, and 
get certain intelligence of her condud, the accpunt^^ 
brought him, fefved farther to inflanne his defires. He 
learned that {he was big made; and he thought her, on 
that account, the more proper match for him, who was 
now becon^ fomewhat corpulent. The pleafure too of 
mortifying his nephew, whom he did not love, was a 
farther incitement to the proiecution of this match; and 
he infifted, that Francis (bouldgive him the preference 
to the king of Scots. But Francis, though fenfible that 
the alliance of England was of much greater importance 
to his interefts, would not affront his friend and ally ; and 
to prevent farther foiicitations, he immediately fcnt the 
.princefs to Scotland. Not fo fliock, however, Henry^s 
humour, Francis made him an offer of Mary of Bour* 
bon, daughter of the dufce of Vendome; but as the king 
.was informed, that James had forrnerly rej^&ed this 
. princefs, he would not hear any fkrther of fuqh a prppo- 
M. The Fr^ch monarch then offered him the choice 
of the twoyoiluger fifters of the queen of Scots; and 
he affored him, that they were nowife inferior either in 
merit or fize to their elder fiiUr* and that one of them 
was even fuperior in beauty. The king was as fcrupulous 
. with regard to the perfon of his wives, as if his heart had 
been reaHy fufceptible of a delicate paflion ; and he was 
tunwiUing totruft any relations or even piftures, with re- 
• gard to this inftportant particular. He propofed to Fran- 
cis, that they (hould have a conference at Calais on pre- 
tencjB of bufinefs; and that that monarch fhogld bring 
stlong With him the two princefTes of Guife, together 
with the 6neft ladies of quality in France^ that he might 
make a choice among them. But the gallant fpirit of 
Francis was (hocked with the propofal ; and he was im- 
preflfed with too much regard, he faid, for the fair fex, 

to 
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C H A P. to carry ladies of the firft quality, like geldings, to * 

XXXIJ. market, there to be chofen or rejeded by the humou** 

^ — v-^^ of the merchant ^. Henry would hearken to none o^ 

*539- thefc niceties, but ftill infifted on his propofal; which, 

however, noiwiihftanding Francis's earneft defire of con* 

tinuing a good correfpondence with him^ was finally 

icjeded. 

The king began then to turn his thoughts towards a 
German alliance; and as the princefs of the Smalcaldic 
league were extremely difgufted againft the emperor on 
account of his perfecuting their religion, he hoped, by- 
matching himfelf into one of their families, to renew an 
amity, which he regarded as fo advantageous to him. 
Cromwel joyfully feconded this intention ; and propofed 
to him Anne of Cleves, whofc father, the duke of that 
name, had great interefl among the Lutheran princes, 
«rd whofe fifter, Sibylla, was married to the eledor of 
t^iixony, the head of the proteftant alliance. A flattering 
fiflure of the princefs by Hans Holben, determined 
Henry to apply to her father ; and after fome negocia* 
He mar- tions, the marriage, notwithftandingthe oppofition of the 
rses Anne elefior of Saxonv, was at laft concluded ; and Anne was 
$/ Cleves, fent over to England. The king, impatient to be fatis- 
fied with regard to the perfon of his bride, came private- 
ly to Rochefter, and got fight of her. He found her 
big, indeed, and tall, as he could wi(h ; but utterly de- 
void both of beauty and grace ; very unlike the piQurcs 
and reprefentations, which he had received: HeTwore 
(he was a great Flander«-mare ; and declared, that he 
never could poflibly bear her any afFeSion. The mat- 
ter was worfe, when he found, that fhe could fpeak no 
language but Dutch, of which he was entirely ignorant ; 
and that the charms of her conversation were not likely to 
compenfate for the homelinefsof her perfon. He return- 
ed to Greenwich very melancholy ; and much lamented 
his hard fate to Cromwel, as well as to lord Ruffel, Sir 
Anthony Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny. This laft 
gentleman, in order to give him comfort, told him, that 
his misfortune was common to him with all kings, who 
could not, like private perfons, choofe for themf'elve^; 
but muft receive their wives from the judgment and 
fancy of others. 

It 
® Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 658, 
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It was the fubjeft of debate among the king's coun- CHAP. 
fellors, whether the marriage could not yet be broken ; XXXII. 
and the princefs be fe'nt back to her own country. Hen- ^"^"v^*^ 
ry's fituaiion fecmed at that time very critical. After '539' 
the ten years truce, concluded between the emperor and 
the king of France, a good underftanding was thought to 
have taken place between ihefe rival monarchs; and fuch 
marks of union appeared, as gave great jealoufy to the 
court of'^England. The emperor, who knew the gene* 
rous nature of Francis, even put t confidence in him, 
which is rare, to that degree, among great princes. An 
infurreSion had been raifed in the Low Countries by 
the inhabitants of Ghent, and feemed to threaten the 
mod dangerous confequences. Charles, who rtfided at 
that time in Spain, refolved to go in perfon to Flanders, 
in order to appeafc thofc diforders ; but he found great 
difficulties in contriving the manner of his paflage thither. 
The road by Italy and Germany was tedious : The voy- 
age through the Channel dangerous, by reafon of the 
Englilh naval power : He alked Francis's permifiion to 
pais through his dominions ; and he entrufted himfelf in« 
to the hands of a rival, whom he had fo mortally offend- 
ed. The French monarch received him at Paris, with 
great magnificence and courtefy ; and though prompted 
both by revenge and intereft, as well as by the advice of 
his miftrefs and favourites, to make advantage of the 
prefent opportunity, he conduced the emperor fafely 
out of his dominions; and would not fo much as fpcak 
to him of bufinefs during his abode in France, left his 
demands (hould bear the air of violence upon his royal 
gueft. 

Henry, who was informed of all thefe particulars, 
believed that an entire and cordial union had taken place 
between thefe great princes ; and that their religious zeal 
might prompt them to fall with combined arms upon 
England '. An alliance with the German princes feemed 
now, hiorc than ever, requiilte for his intereft and fafe- 
ty ; and he knew, that, if he fent back the princefs of 
Cleves, fuch an afl"ront would be highly refcntcd by her 
friends and family. He was therefore refolved, not with- 
(laRding his averfion to her, to complete the marriage ; 
and he told Cromwel, that, (ince matters had gone fo ^. t 4- '- 

Vol. IV. N far, "" '^^''' 

'JSiowe, p. J. 579, 
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CHAP, far, he muft put his neck into the yoke. Cromwel, wfeo 
XXXIL knew how much his own interefis were concerned in this 
affiiir, was very anxious to learn frona the kuig, nexc 
morning after the marriage^ whether he now liked his 
fppufe any better. The king told him, that he hated her 
worfe than ever ; and that her perfon was more loath- 
fomc on a near approach : He was refolved never to med- 
dle with her j and even fufpeQed her not to be a true 
maid : A point, about which he entertained an extreme 
delicacy. He continued however to be civil to Anne ; 
he even fecmed to repofe his ufual confidence in Croni* 
wel ; but though he exerted this command over his tem* 
per, a difcontent lay lurking in his breaft, and was read/ 
to burft out on the firft opportunity. 

A SESSION of parliament was held; and none of 
the abbots was now allowed a place in the houfe of 
peers. The king, by the mouth of the chancellor^ 
complained to the parliament of the great diverfity of 
religions, which ftill prevailed among his fubjefis: A 
grievance^ he affirmed^ which ought the lefs to be en«> 
dured; becaufe the Scriptures were now publifhed ia 
England^ and ought univerfally to be the flandard of be-- 
lief to all mankind. But he had appointed, he faid^ 
fome bifhops and divines to draw up a lift of tenets, to 
which his people were to aflent ; and he was determined, 
that Chrift, the dodrine of Chrift, and the truth Ihould 
have the vidory. The king feems to have ezpeded 
more effed in afcertaining truth, from this new book of 
his do^rs, than had enfued from the publication of the 
Scriptures, Cromwel, as vicar- general, made alfo in 
the king's name a fpeech to the upper houfe : and the 
peers, in return, beftowed fuch flattery on him, that they 
faid he was worthy, by his defert, to be vicar-general of 
the univerfe. That minifter feemed to be no lefs in his 
roafter'sgood graces: He received, foon after the fitting 
of the parliament, the title of earl of Eflex, and was 
inftatled knight of the garter« 

There remained only one religious order in England ; 
the knights of St.- John. of Jerufalem, or the knights of 
Malta, as they are commonly called. This order, partly 
tcclefiaftical, partly military, had» by their valour^ done 
great fervice to Chriftendom ; and had very much retard- 
ed, at Jeruialem> Rhodes, and Malta, the rapid pi^o- 
grefs of the barbarians^ During the general furrender of 

the 
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tfi€ religions houfes in England, thty had exerted their CH A P. 
fpifit; and had obftinately retii fed to yield up their re- XXXII. 
venues to the king; and- Henry, who would endure n<J '""'*'>''■***', 
fociety that prcfcfled obedience to the pope, was obliged *54^- 
to have rccourfe 10 ihe pariiament for the diflblution 6f 
this order. Their revenues were large; and formed ai^ 
addition nowife contemptible to the many acquifitions^ 
"whrch the king had already made. But he had Very ill 
♦ruibanded the great revenue obtained by the plunder of 
the church : His profufe g^nerofity didipated fader than 
his rapacity couhi fiipply ; and the parliament . was fur- 
fr\ztd this feffion to find a new demand made upon thcni 
tf four tenths and a fub&dy of one (hilling in the pound 
during two years : So ill were the people's expedationa 
anfwered, that the crowA was never more to require any 
fcpply from the people. The commons, though laviin » 
of their liberty, and of the blood of their fellow fubjeds^ 
ai^re eoctrepely frugal of their money ; and it was not 
without difficulty that that grant cobld be obtained by this 
abfotqte and dreaded monarch. The convocation gave 
the king "four ihillings in the pound> to be levied in two 
years. The pretext for thele grants was the great ex- 
fence, which Henry had been put to for the defence of 
the realm, in building forts along the fea-coaft^ and in 
icquipping a navy. As he had at prefent no ally on the 
txmttnent, in whopi he repofed much confidence, he re* 
refied only on his domeftic ftrength, afid was on that ac* 
count obliged to be more expehfivc in his preparationa 
agarnil th^ dangers olf at^ invafion. 

TH£ king's favour to Cromwel, and bts acquiefcendcc 
in the marriage of Anne of Cleves, were both of them 
deceitful appearances : His averfion to the queen fecretly 
cncreafed every day ; and having at laft broken all re- 
ftraint,. it prompted him at once to feek the diflblution of 
a marriage fo odious to him, and to involve his minifter 
tn TuiU) who had been the innocent author of it. ThcPa/lof 
(all of Cromwel was haftened by other caufes. All the CromweK 
ncbility hated a man» who, being of fuch bafe extraSi* 
on, had tot only mounted aboye them by his ftation of 
vicar general, but had engroffed many of the other con- 
fiderable offices of the crown : Befides enjoying that com* 
miffion, Avhich gave him a high, and almoft abfolute au- 
thority over the clergy, and even over the laity, he was 
arivy feai, chamberlain, and mailer of the wards: Ha 

a % hail 
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CHAP, had alfo obtained the order of the garter, a dignity which 
XXXII. had ever been conferred only on men of iiluftrious fami- 

^"^-V"'*-^ lies, and which feemed to be profaned by its being com-* 
' SA^' municated to fo mean a perfon. The people were averfe 
to him, as the fuppofed author of the violences on the 
^onafteries ; eftabli(hments, which were fiiil revered and 
beloved by the commonalty. The catholics regarded hina 
as the concealed enemy of theirreligion : The proteft* 
ants, obferving his exterior concurrence with all the per* 
fecutions exercifed againft them, were inclined to bear 
him as little favour; and reproached him with the timi- 
oity^ if not treachery, of his condud. And the king^ 
who found, that ffreat clamours had on all hands arifen 
Againft the adminiitration, was not difpleafed . to throw 
on Cromwel the load of public hatred ; and he hoped, 
by making fp eafy a facrifice, to regain the affe&ions of 
his fubje&s. 

But there was another caufe, which fuddenly fet all 
thefe motives in adion, and brought about an.unexpefit* 
«d revolution in the miniftry. The king had fixed his 
«ffe3ion on Catherine Howard, niece to the duke of 
Norfolk ; and beipg determined to gratify this new paf- 
fion, he could find no other expedient, but by procuring 
41 divorce from his prefent confort, to jaife Catherine to 
his bed and throne. The duke, who had long been enr 
gaged in enmity with Cromwel, made the fame ufe of 
her infmuations to ruin this minift^r, that he had former- 
ly done of Anne Boleyn's againft Wolfey : And wheiv 
all engines were prepared, he obtained a commiflion 
'from the. king, to arreft Cromwel at the council-board on 
an accufation of high treafon, and to commit him to the 
tower. Immediately after, a bill of attainder was framed 
againft him ; and the houfe of peers thought proper, 
without trial, examination, or evidence^ to condemn to 
death a man, whom, a few days before, they had de- 
clared worthy to be vicar- general of the univerfe. The 
houfe of comnfK)ns paffed the bill, though not without 
fome oppofition. Cromwel was accufed of herefy and 
treafon; but the inftances of his treafonable pradices 
are utterly improbable, or even abfolutely ridiculous \ 
The onl^ circumftances of his condu^ by which he 
fee{ns to have merited this fate, was 4iis being the 
inftrument of the king's tyranny, in conducing like ini- 
quitous 
^ Burnet, vol. i, p. 278. 
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^uitous bills, in the former feffion, againft the countefsC HA P. 
of Salilbury and others. XXXII. 

' Cromwel endeavoured to foften the king by the ^"*'''^^"*'*-' 
nioft humble fupplicatioi^s ; but all to no purpofe : It was *54^' 
not the pradice of that prinee to ruin his minillers and 
favourites by halves; and though the unhappy, prifoner 
wrote once in fo moving a ftrain as even to draw tears 
from his eyes^, he hardened himfelf againft all movements 
of pity, and refufed his pardon. The conclofion of 
Cromwel's letter ran in thefe words. **- h a mod woful 
♦^ prifoner, afh ready to fubmit to death when it (hall 
<* pleafe God and your majefty; and yet the frail ftefli 
<* incites me to call to your grace for mercy and pardon 
^' of' mine offences. Written at the tower with the 
** heavy heart and trembling hand of your highnefs's 
** moft miferable prifoner and poor (lave, Thom&s 
** Cromwel." And a little below, ** Moft gracious 
•* prince, I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy V^ When 28/^ Ji/^, 
' brought to the place of execution, he avoids all earneft His execur^ 
proteftations of his innocence, and all complaints againft/zon^ 
the feotence pronounced upon' him. He kne^^ that ^ 
Henry would rcfent on his fon thefe fymptoms or oppo- 
iition to his will, and that his death alone would not ter- 
minate that monarch's vengeance. He was a man of 
prudence, ioduftry, an4 ability ; worthy of a better maf- 
ler and of 9 better £ate. Though raifed to the funui^it 
of power from a very low origin, he betrayed no info- 
knee or contempt of his inferiors ; and was cace£ul to 
remember all the obligations, which, during his more 
bumble fortune, he had owed to any one. He had ferved 
as a private f(tntinel in the Italian wars ; where he received 
fome good offices from a Lucquefe merchant, who had^ 
entirely forgot his perfon, as well as the fervice, which, 
he had rendered him. Crom,wel, in his gr^djsuc, hap- 
pened, at l-ondon, to caft his eye on his bcnefador, now 
reduced to poverty, by misfortunes. He immediately 
lent for h'lin^ put him in mind of their antientfricndfhip^ , 
and by his grateful afliflance, reinftate^ hini in his forn>er 
profperous circuraftances ^. 

The njeafures for divorcing the king from Anne of AT^'^^- 
Gleves, were carried on at the fame time with thye bill v$rcefrom^ 
of attainder againft Cromwel, Tbe houfc of peers, in ^''"^ ^f 

conjunaion^^^f* 

? Burnet, vol. i. p. a8i, a8a. ^ Ibid. vol. i. p. \^^^ 
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CHAP, conjunaion with the commoBS) applied to him by pcti- 
XXXII. tion» defiling that he would allow ht5 marriage to b^e ex^ 

^""^yZ-^^J amined ; and orders were inbmediately given to lay the 
*S4o. matter before the convocation. sAnne had been formerly 
cpntraded by her father to the duke of Lorrain ; but Ihc, 
as well as the dul^e* were at that time tinder age, ana 
the ccmtraS had been afteriyards annulled by the confent 
of both parties. The king, however, pWdecj this con7 
frad as a ground of divorce; and he added two reafons 
inore, whidi may fecm a Utile extraordinary ; that, when 
he efpoufed Anne, be had not ipwanlfy given his confent, 
and that he had not thought proper to confummate tlie 
marriage. The convocation was latisficd with fhefe rea- 
sons, and folemnly annulled the marriage between the 
king and queen: The pailiaraem ratified the decifion of 
the clergy T; and the fentence was fpon after notified to 
fhat princcfs. 

Ann£ was Weft with a happy jnfenfibility of temper^ 
fven in the points which.the moft nearly affe^ her iex; 
and the king*s averfion towards her, as well as his pro- 
fecu^on of the divorce^ had ne^er gi yen her the leaft un- 
eafinefs. She willingly hearkened to terms of compoff- 
tion with, him ; and when he offered to adopt her as his 
iifter, to giv^ her place next th^ qqecn and his own 
diiughter, and tp make a fettlen>ent of three thoti&nd 
pounds a year upon her; (he accepted of the conditions, 
and gave her confent to the divorce ^ She even wrote 
to her brother, (for her father was dead) that flie had 
^en very well ufed in England, and defired him to live 
on good terms with the king. The only inftance of prid<? 
which ihe betrayed was, that (he refufed to return into 

' *•' '' ' ''^ • .•'• " ' ■••■ ■•■•• •■•• '• ^ •■ ■ ■ her 

7 To (hew bow much Henry fported with common fenfc; 
Jlow fcrvilely the parliament followed all Ws caprices; and how 
much both of them were loft to all fentjmeat of fliame ; an a^ 
wis pa(fed this fellion; declaring, that a precontract ihould be 
no ground of annulling a marriage ; as if that nrcfext bad not 
been made ufe of both in the cafe of Arine Boleyn and Anre of 
Cleves. Biit the king's intension in this law is fald to be a de- 
iignof reftoringthe princefs Elfzabeih to her i^ight of legitima- 
cy ; and it was his charafter never to look farther than the pre- ' 
fent obj<?^» without regarding ih^ incoi>(iften?7 of his condu^.' 
The parliament made it high treafon to deny the diirolution 6€ 
Henry's marriage with Anne df Cleves. Herbert. 
' - ' ^ Heib€ft, p.4sS, 459. . 
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her own country after the affront which (he had received ; C H A P. 
and (he lived and died in England. XXXII. 

NoTW'iTHSTANpiNG Anne's moderation, thit in-^^7'"v**^ 
cident produced a great coldncfs betweeo the king and *?4^* 
the Qerman princes; but as the (ituation of Europe was^ 
now much altered, Henry was the more indifferent 
about their refentment. The clofe intimacy, whicfi 
had taken place between Francis and Charles, had fub- 
fitted during a very (hort time: The di(nmilarity of 
their charaAers foon renewed, with greater violence than 
ever, their former jealoufy and hatred. While Charles 
remained at Paris, Francis had been imprudently engaged, 
by his open temper, and by that fatisfa&ion, which a 
noble mind naturally feels in performing generous ani- 
ons, to make feme very dangerous confidences '^o that in- 
terefted monarch ; and now haying loft all fufpicion of 
his rival, he hoped the emperor and he, fupporting 
each other, might negleft every other alliance. He not 
only communicated to his guefl the ftate of his negoci- 
ations with fultan SolynMn and the Venetians : He alfo 
laid open the folicitations, wl^ich he had received ?rom ^ 
the court of England, to enter into a confederacy againfi ^ 
him**. Charles had no fooner reached his own domini- 
ons, than he (hewed himfelf unworthy of the friendly 
reception which he had met with. He fjatly refufed to 
execute his promife, and put the duke of Orleans in pof- 
feffion of the Milanefe : He informed Solyman and the 
fenate of Venice of the treatment, which they had re- 
ceived from their ally : And he took care that Henry 
ftould not be ignorant how willingly Francis had aban- 
doned his antient friend, to whom he owed fttch impor* 
tant obligations, and had facrificed him to a new con^ 
federate: He even poifbned and mifreprefented many 
things, which the unfufpeding heart of the French mo^* 
narch had difclofed to him. Had Henry pofTeflTed true 
Judgment and generofity, this incident alone had been 
fufficient to guide him in the choice of his ally. But his 
domineering pride carried him immediately to renounce 
the friendfhip of Francis, who had fo unrKpeSedly given 
the preference to the emperor : And as Charles invitee) 
him to a renewal of antient amity, he willingly accepted 
t^e offer; and thinking himfelf fecure in this alliance, h^ 

^ Pere Daniel, Du Tlllet. 
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C H A RncglcScd ihc friendfliip bot^ of France and of the Gcr- 

XXXII. man princes. 
>^'*^'^"*'*^ Th^ new turn, which Henry had taken with regard 
'540. to foreign affairs, was extrennely agreeable to his catho- 
lic iiibjeds; and as it had pei haps contributed, andong 
other reafons, to the niin of Cromwel, it made them en- 
tertain hopes of a final prevalence ovei* their antagoniftj, 
8/A Aug. The marriage of the king with Catherine Howard, which 
His mar- followed foon after his divorce from Anne of Clcves, was 
riageiuith glfo regarded as a very favourable incident to their caufe ; 
Catherine ^nd the fubfequent events con cfpondcd perfeftly to thcjr 
fl»war4, cxpcftations. The king's councils beli^ now dire^ed 
by Nor'"-»lk and Gardiner, a furious perfecution cona- 
mence^iagainft the proteflants; and the law of the {\x 
articles was executed with rigour. Dr. Barnes, who bad 
been the c^ufe of Lambert's execution, felt, in hi3 turn, 
the fevcrity of the perfecuting fpirit; and, by a bill, 
which pa0ed in parliament, without trial, he was con- 
demned to the flames, together with Jerome and Ger- 
rard. He difcufled theological queftions even at the 
flake; and as the difpuie between him and the fticriff, * 
turned upon the invocation of faints, he faid, that he 
doubted whether the faints could pray for us; but if they 
could, he hoped in half an hour, to be praying for the 
iheriff and all the fpeSators. He next entreated the 
Iheriff to carry to the king hii" dying requefts, which he 
fondly imagined would h^ve authority with that monarch, 
who had fent him to the flake. The purport of his re- 
quefls was, that Henry, befides reprefling fuperftitious 
ceremonies, ftiould be extremely vigilant in preventiqg 
fornication and common fwearing ". 

While Henry was exerting this Violence againft the 
proteftants, he fpared not the cathplics who, denied his 
Supremacy; and a foreigner, at that time in England, 
. had reafon to fay, that thofe who were againfl the pope 
■were burnedju and thofe who were for him were hang- 
ed ^ The king even difplayed, in an oftentatious man- . 
ner, this tyrannical eqviiry and impariiality, wliich re-, 
duced both parties to fubjeSion, and infufed terror into 
every breads Barnes, Gerrard, and Jerome had been 
carried to the pla^e of execuiion pn three hurdles; and 
along with them there was placed on each hurdle a ca- 
tholic, 

f* Bqrnet, vol. i. p. 298. Fox. ^ fox, vol. 11. p. 5^9. 
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tholic, who was alfo executed for his religion. There CHAP. 
catholics were Abel, Fetherftone, and Povrel, who de- XXXII. * 
dared, that the moft grievous part of their punilhment ^— *v-*^ 
was the l)eing coupled to fuch heretical mifcreants as 1541* 
fufFercd with them ^. 

Though the fpirit of the Englifli feemed to be totally 

funk under the defpotic power of Henry, there appeared 

fome fymptoms of dilcontent: An inconfiderable infur- 

reSion broke out in Yorkfliirc, headed by Sir John Ne- 

vil ; but it was foon ftippreffed, and Ncvil, with other 

ringleaders, was executed. The rebels were fuppofed to 

have been inftigated by the intrigues of cardinal Polc;^ 

and the king was inftantly determined to make the coun- 

tefs of Salilbury, who already lay under fentence of death, 

fufFcr for her fon*s oflFences. He ordered her to be car* 27 A^n. 

ried to the place of execution ; and this venerable matron 

maintained ftill,nn ihefe diftrefsful circumftanccs, the 

fpirit of that long race of monarchs, from whom {he was 

defcended K She refufed to lay her head on the block, 

or fubmit to a fentence where fhe had received no trial. 

She told the executioner, that, if he would have her head 

he muft win it the bed way he could : And thus (baking 

her venerable gr^y locks, ftie ran about the fcafFold; and 

the executioner followed her with his axe, aiming many 

fruitlcfs blows at her neck, before he was able to give her 

tlie fatal ftrokc. Thus perifhed the laft of the line of 

Plantagenet, which, with great glory, but ftill greater 

^crimes and misfortunes, had governed England for the 

fpace of three hundred years. The lord Leonard Grey, 

a man who had formerly rendered fcrvice to the crown, 

was alfo beheaded for treafon, foon after the countefs of 

Salilbury. .We know little of the grounds of his profc- 

cution. 

The infurreSton in the North engaged Henry to make 
a progrcfs thither, in order to quiet the minds of his peo- 
ple, to reconcile them to his government, and to abolifli 
the antient fuperftitions, to which thefc parts were much 
addicted. He had alfo another motive for his journey : 
He propofed to hold a conference at York with his ne- 
phew the king of Scotland, and, if poffible, to cement a 
dofe and indiflbluble union with that kingdom. 

The 

^ Saunders, dc Schifm. Angl, ^ Herbert, p. 468, 
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CHAP. The (amc fpirit of religious innovation, . which bad 
XXXll. feized the other parts of Europe, had made its way into 
^^— TV^^-' Scotland, and had begun, long before this period, to ex- 
>$4i- cite the lanne jealoufies, fears, and perfecutions. About 
Ktau of x\i^ year 1527, Patrick Hamilton, a young man of a no- 
'"^vlli* ^^^ family, having been created abbot of Feme, was 
' '^ ^" fcnt abroad for his education ; but had fallen into com- 
pany with fome reformers, and he returned into his own 
country very ill difpofed towards that church, of which 
his birth and his merit entitled him to attain the higheft 
honours. The fervour of youth and his zeal for novelty 
made it impoflible for bim to conceal his fentiments; aod 
Campbcly prior of the Dominicans, who, under colour 
of friendihip, and a fympathy of opinion, had infinuated 
bimielf into his confidence, accufed him to Beaton, arch- 
biihopof St. Andrews. Han^ilton was invited to St. An- 
drews, in order to maintain, with fome of the clergy,, a 
difpute concerning the controverted points j and after 
much reafpning witfr^fegaid to juftification, free-wiH, 
original fin, and other topics of that nature, t^e confe- 
rence ended with the'u* condemning Hamilton tobe burn^ 
for his errors. The young man, who had been deaf 
to the infinuations of ambition, was lefs likely to be 
Ihaken with the fears of death ; while he propofed to 
bimfelf, both the glory of bearing teftimony to the truth, 
and the immediate reward attending his martyrdom. The 
people, who compaffionated his youth, his virtue, anjl his 
noble birth, were nuich moved with the conflancy df his 
end \ and an accident, which foon followed, ftill more 
confirmed them in their favourable fentiments towards 
bim. Ue had cited Campbel, who dill infulted him at 
the ftake, to anfwer before the judgment-feat of Chrift; 
and as that perfecutor, either aftonillied with thcfe events, 
or overcome with remorfe, or, perhaps, feized . cafually 
with a diftemper, foon after loft his fenfes, and fell into 
a fever, of which he died 5 the people regarded Hamilton 
as a prophet, as well as a martyr ^. 

Among the difciples converted by Hamilton, was one 
friar Forreft, who became a zealous preacher ; and who» 
fhongh he did not openly difcover his fentiments, wa? 
fufpe^ed to lean towards the new opinions. His diocefan, 
the blfliop of Punkel, enjoined him, when he met ^itha 

good 

\ Spotfwood's, Hifl. ^liurch of Scotland, p. 65. 
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^Qo4 opiftjc or good gofpel, which favoured the liberties ofC HAP. 
holy church, to preach on it, and let the reft alone. For XXXiL 
reft anfwered, that he had read both the Old and New '^rv-**-' 
Tefiament, and had not found an iUepi(lle, or ill goipel 15^^* 
in any part of them. The extreme attachm«^nt to the Scrip- 
tures was regarded in thefe days as a fure charaQeriflic 
of hercl'y ; and Forreft was foon after brought to trial, and 
condemned to the flames. While the pricfts were deli- 
jberating oil the place of his execution, a by-ftand^r ad- 
yiied them to burn him in fome cellar: for that the fmokc 
_of Mr. Patrick Hamilton h^d infected all thofe on whoi^ 
^ blew **, 

The clergy were at that time reduced to great diffi* 
iculties, not only in Scotland, but all over Europe. As 
the reformers aimed at a total fubveriion of antient efta- 
jblilhments, which they reprefented as idolatrous, im- 
pious, deteftable ; the priefls, who found both their ho- 
nours and properties at (lake, thought that they had a 
fight to refift. by every expedient, thefe dangerous in- 
vaders^ and that the fame fimple principles of equity,- 
which juftified a man in killing a pyratc or a robber, 
would accjuit them for the execution of fuch heretics. 
A toleration, though it is nover acceptable to eccle- 
liaftics, might, they faid be admitted in other cafes; but 
feemed an abfurdity, >yhere fundamentals were (haken, 
and where the pofieiTioiis, and ey'en the fubHftance of 
the eftablifhed clergy were brought in danger. But 
though the church ^as thus carried by policy, as well 
as inclination, to kindle the (ires of perfecutipn, they 
jfound the fuccefs of this rcnaedy v<pry precarious, and 
iabferved, that the enthufiaftic ^eal of the reformers, 
inflamed by puni(hment, was apt to prove cpptagious on 
the compaflionate piinds of the fpe3ator^. The new 
dodrine, amid(i all the dangers to which it was expofed, 
{prcad itfelf fecretly every where ; and th(B minds of meii 
were gradually difpofed to a revolution in religion. 

But the moft dangenous fymptom for the plergy in 
Scotland w£^s, that the nobility, moved by the example 
of England, had caft a wi(hful eye on the church reve- 
nues, and hoped, if a reformation took place, to enric^ 
thelmifelyei by the plunder of the cccleiiaftics. James^ 
himfelf, who w|s very poor, and was fomewhat inclined 

t0 

^ Spotfwood, p. 6$. 
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C H A F. to magnificence, particularly in building, had been fway- 
XXXll. ed by like motives ; and began to threaten the clergy 

^— v*^ with the fame fate which had attended them in the neigh- 

•54*' bouring country. Henry alfo, never ceafed exhorting 

his nephew to imitate his example; and being moved 

both by the pride of making profelytes, and the profped 

of fecurity, if Scotland iliould embrace a clofe union v^ith 

%► him, he folicited the king of Scots to meet him at York; 

and he obtained a promife to that purpofe. 

The ecclefiaftics were extrerhely alarmed with this 
refolution of James, and they employed every expedi- 
ent, in order to prevent the execution of it. They re- 
prefented the dangers of innovation ; the pernicious con- 
Hequences of aggrandizing the nobility, already too 
powerful ; the hazard of putting himlclfinto the hands of 
the Englilh, his hereditary enemies ; the dependancc 
which rouft enfue upon his lofing the friendftiip of 
France, and of ail foreign potentates. To thefe confi- 
derations, they added the profpefl: of immediate intereft, 
by which they found the king to be much governed: 
They offered him a prefent gratuity of fifty thoufand 
pounds Scots: They promifed him, that the church 
ihould always be ready to contribute to his fupply i And 
they pointed out to him the confifcations of heretics, as 
the means of filling his exchequer, and of adding a hun- 
dred thoufand pounds a year to the crown revenues^. 
The infinuations of his new queen, to whom youth, 
beauty, and addrefs had given a powerful influence over 
him, feconded all thefe reafons ; and James was at (aft 
engaged, (irft to delay his journey, then to fend excufes 
to the king of England, who had already come to York, 
in order to be prefent at the interview ^, 

Henry, vexed with the difappointment, and enraged 
at the affront, vowed vengeance againft his nephew ; 
$nd he began, by permitting pyracies at fea, and incursi- 
ons 

^ Buchanan, lib. zrv. Dnimmondin Ja. 5. Piifeotie, ibid. 
Knox. 

^ ^ Henry had fent (bme books, richly omanfiented, 10 his 
nephew, who, as foon as he faw by the titles that they bad a 
tendency to defend the new doArines, threw them into the fire, 
fn the prelence of the perfbn who brought them: Adding, it 

* v/as better he fliouid deftroy them, than they him. See Epift. 
Reginald. Pol?, p^rs. t. p. 172. 
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om at land, to put his threats in execution. But he re- C H A P. 
ceivcd foon after, in his own family, an affront to which XXXII.^ 
he was more fcnfible, and which touched him in a point ^ v^-^ 
where he had always (hewn an extreme delicacy. He '54*- 
had thought himfelf very happy in his new marriage: 
The agreeable perfon and difpofition of Catherine had 
entirely captivated his affedions ; and he made no fecrec 
of his devoted attachment to her. He had even put up 
prayers in his chapel, returning thanks to heaven for the 
felicity which the conjugal (late afforded him ; and he 
defired the bifhop of Lincoln to compofe a form of thankf** 
giving for that purpofe. But the queen very little merit- 
ed this tcndernefs : She had abandoned herfelf to lewd- Difcovery 
neis. One Lafcelles brought intelligence of her diffolute <ff f^^ 
life to Cranmer ; and told him, that his filler, formerly ^^'^''^jf' 
a fervant id the old dutchefs of Norfolk's family,^ with-^^"''"/*' 
whom Catherine was educated, had given him a particu- 
lar account of her diforders. Derham and Mannoc, 
both of them fervants of the dutchefs, had been admitted 
to her bed ; and (he had even taken little care to conceal 
her (hame from the other fervants of the family. The 
primate, (truck with this intelligence, which it was 
equally dangerous to conceal or to difcover, communicated 
the matter to the earl of Hertford and to the chancel- 
lor. They agreed, that the matter (hould by no means 
be buried in (llence; and^e archbiihop himfelf feemed 
the moft pfopcr perfon to difelofe it to the king. Cran-» 
mer, unwillipg to fpeak on fo delicate a fubjed, wrote a 
narrative of the whole, and conveyed it to Henry, who 
was infinitely adoniihed at the intelligence. So confident 
was he of the fidelity of his confort, that he gave at firfl 
no credit to the . information ; and he faid to the privy- 
feal, to lord Ru(rel, high admiral. Sir Anthony Brown^ 
and Wriothefely, that he regarded the whole as a forge- 
ry. Cranmer was now in a very perilous fituation ; and 
had not fiiU proofs been found, certain and inevitable de- 
ftrudion hung over him. The king's impatience, how- 
ever^ and jcaloufy prompted him to fearch the matter tp 
thebbttom:; The privy-feal was ordered to examine J^af- 
celles, who perfifted in the information he had given j 
and ilill appealed to his filler's teftimony. That noble- 
man made next a pretence of hunting, and went to^ulTex, 
where the woman at that time reiidejd : He found her 
both conftant in her former intdligcncc, and particular 
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. as to the h&$ ; and the whole bore bat too moch th^ 
face of probability. Mannoc and Derham, who wer^* 
anciled at the lame time^ and examiTied by the chanceU 
lor, made the queen's guiit entirely certain by their con- 
feinon ; and duccvered othet particulars which redounded 
ftill more to her diihonour. » Three maids of the family 
were admitted into her fecrets; and lome of them had 
even patfed the night in bed with her and her lovers. AH 
the examinatiions were laid before the king, who was fa 
deeply affeded, that he remained a longtime fpeecMcfs, 
and at laft burft into tears. He found to his furprize, 
, that his great fkill in diftinguifliing a true maid, of whicft 
he boafled in the cafe of Anne of Cleves> had failed iiini 
in that of his preient confort. The queen being nov«r 
qucftioned, denied her guilt; but when informed," that a 
full difcovery was made, (he confeffed, that {he had bectt 
criminal before her marriage ; ♦^ and only infifled, that 
4he had never been falfe to the king's bed. But as there 
was evidence, that 6nt Golepeper had pafled the night 
with her alone fince her marriage ; and as it appeared, 
that (he had taken Derham^ her old paramour, into her 
fervice, (he feemed to defervc very little credit in thij 
afleveration : and the king befides, wa^ not of a humout 
It) make any difference between thefe degrees of guilt. 
1^42. Henry found, that he could not fo fully nor cxpcdi- 
^6/^ J^ft' tfou{\y fatiate his vengeance on all thefe criminals as by 
affembling a parliament, the ufual inftrilment of his ty- 
tatiny. The two houfes, having received the queen's 
confeflion, began by an addrefs to the king, which con- 
fifted of feveral particulars. They entreated him not to 
be vexed with this untoward accident, to which all men 
were fubjefl; but to confider the frailty of human na- 
ture, and the mutability of human affiairs; and from 
thefe views to derive a fubjed of confolation. They 
defired leave to frame a bill of attainder againft the queen 
and her accomplices ; and they begged him to give hfcs af- 
fent to this bill, not in perfon, which would renew his 
vexation, ar*d might endanger his health, but by com- 
miflioners appointed for that purpofe. And as there was 
a law in force, making it treafon to fpeak ill of the queen, 
as well as king, they craved his royal pardon, if any df 
^hemlhould, on the prefent occafion, have tranfgrcflcd 
uny part of that ftaitute. / 

Having 
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Having obtained a gracious anfwcrto thcfe r^ilefls^C HAP. 
the parliament proceeded to a bill of attj(inder for treafon XXXII. 
againft the queen, and the vifcountefs of Rocheford, who ^— -y--*-' 
had conducted her fecret amoars; and in this bill Cole- »54*« 
pcper and Derhain were alfo comprized. At the fame 
lime they paffed a bill of attainder for mifprifion of trea- 
fon againft the old dutchefs of Norfolk, Catherine's grand- 
mother; her uncle, lord William Howard, and his lady, 
together with the countcfs of Bridgewater, and nine per- 
fbns more; bccaufe they knew the queen's vicious courfe 
of life before her marriage, and had concealed it. This 
was an effect of Henry's ufual extravagance, to expcfl: 
that parents (hould fo far forget the ties of natural afFeSi- 
on, and the fentiments of (hame and decency, as to re- 
veal to him the moft fecret diforders of their family. He 
himfelf feems to have been fenfible of the cruelty of this 
fentencc: For Tie pardoned the dutchefs of Norfolk, and 
moft of th^ others, condemned for mifprifion of treafon. 
However, to fecure himfelf for ihe future, as well 
sts his fuctfCffors, from this fatal accident, he engaged the 
parliament to frame a law, equally full of extravagance. 
It was enacted, that any one, who kn«w, or vehemently 
prefumed any guilt io the queen, and did not, within 
twenty days, difclofe it to the king or council, Ihould be 
guilty of treafon ; prohibiting every one, at the fame 
tihic, from fpreading the matter abroad, or tven private- 
ly whifperii^ it to others It was alfo enaSed, that, if 
the king married any woman, who had been incontinent, 
taking licr for a true maid, fhe fliould be guilty of treafon, 
in cafe flie did not previoufly reveal her guilt to him^ 
'irhe people made merry with thb extraordinary claufe, 
ind faid, that the king muft henceforth look out for a 
widow ; for no reputed maid would ever be perfuadcd to 
iticur the penalty of the ftatute ^. After all thefe laws 
were paffed, the queen was beheaded on Tower-hill, to- 
gether, with the lady Rocheford. They behaved in a 
manner fuitable to their diffolute life i and as the lady 
Rocheford was known to be the chief inftrument in 
bringing Aone Boleyn to her end, Ihe died unpitied ; and 
men were farther confirmed, by the difcovery of this 
woman's guilt, in the favourable fentiments) which they 
liad entertained of that unfortunate queen. 

The 
^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 314. 
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CHAP. The king made no demand of any fubfidies from this 
XXXII. parliament ( but he found means of enriching his exche- 

^^— ^v*-^ quer from another quarter : He took farther ftcps towards 
1 542' the diflblution of coiicges, hofpitals, and other foundati- 
ons of that nature. The courtiers had been pra^lifing 
on the prefidents and governors, to make a lurrender of 
their revenues to the king; and they had been fuccefs- 
ful with eight of them. But there was an obftacle to 
their farther progrefs: It had been provided, by the local 
fiaiutes of moft of thefe foundations, that no prefident, 
nor any fellows, could make fuch a deed without the 
unanimous vote cyf all the fellows ; and this confent was 
nor^afily obtained. All fuch ftatutes were now annulled 
by parliament; and the revenues of thefe houfes, fo ufe- 
ful to the public, were now eXpofed to the rapacity of the 
king and his favourites ^. The church had been fo long 
their prey, that nobody was furprized at any new inroads 
made upon it. From the r^ular, Henry now proceeded 
to make devaflations on the fecular clergy. He extorted 
from many of theT)iihops a furrender of chapter lands; 
and by this device he pillaged the fees of Canterbury, 
York, and London, and enriched his greedy parafites and 
flatterers with their fpoils. 

Etclefiafiic Thk clergy have been commonly fo fortunate as to 

affairs, make a concern for their temporal interefts go hand in 
hand with a jealoufy for orthodoxy ; and both thefe paf- 
fions be regarded, by the people, ignorant and fuperfliti- 
ous, as a zeal for religion : But the violent and headilrong 
chara3er of Henry now dif-joined thefe objeflts. His ra-^ 
pacity was gratified by plundering the church ; his bigo* 
try and arrogance by perfecuting heretics. . Though he 

engaged 

' It was enacted by tfjis parliament, that there fliould be 
trial of treafon in any county where the king ihould appoint 
, by commifTion. The ftatutes of treafon had been extremely 
multiplied in this reign i and fuch an expedient faved trouble 
and charges in trying that crime. The fame parliament erected 
Ireland into a kingdom; and. Henry henceforth annexed the 
title of king of Ireland to his other titles. . This feffion, the 
commons firft began the pra^ice of freeing 9lt^ of their mem- 
bers, who were arretted, by a writ iflued by the fpeaker. For- 
merly it was ufual for them to apply for a writ from chancery 
to that purpofe. This precedent encreafed the authority of 
the commons, and had afterwards confiderable confequeaces. 
J-Iolingihed, p. 955, 956. Baker, p. 289. 
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^ii|iged the pinrKatnetit to mitigate the penattiesf 6( the C H A ?. 

fix articles, fo far as regard the marriage of priefts, which XXXII. 

was now only fubjcacd to a forfeiture of goods, chattels, v— ^/-*.*J 

and landaduriiig life; he was (lilt equally bent on main- ^$4^* 

taining a rigid purity in fpecuiative principles^ He had 

appointed a commifiion^ confifting of the two archbi- 

fliops and feverat bifhops of both provinces, together 

with a confidefable number of dbSors of divinity ; and 

by virtue of his ccclefiaftical fupremacy ht had giveri 

them in charge to chiife a religion for his people. Before 

the commiflioners had made afiy progreis in this arduous 

iindertakitig, the parliament, ifl 1541, had pafled a law, 

by which they ratified all the tenets, which thcfe di* 

vines (hould ihercaftlr. edaWilh with the king*s confcnt : 

And they were tit>t afhamed of thus exprefsly declaring^ 

that they took their religion upon truft, and had no other 

rule, in religious as well as temporal concerns, than thi^ 

arbitrary will of their maftfefi There is only one claiife 

of the (latute, which may feem at firft fight to fjivout; 

fomcwhat of the fpirit of liberty: It was enaficd that 

the ecciefiajdical commifiioners ihould edablifli nothing 

^epiigdant to the laws and (latutesof the realm. But iof 

teality this prbvifo was inferted by the king, to ferve His 

t>wn pttrpofes. By introducing a conftifion and contra^ 

didion into the laws, he became more the mafter of etre^ 

ry oti^'s life and property^ Aiid as the antient indepen^ 

dence of the church ftill gave him jealotify, he was' wcJll^ 

pleafcrfj under cover 0/ fuch aclaufe, to introdir^e apu 

pfeals from the fpiritttal to the civil courts* It was for 4 

like reafon^ that he would never promulgate a bochn df^ 

canon Uw;^ and he encouraged the judges on all occadons' 

to interpoie in ecdeflaftical caufe^, wherever they thought 

the law or royal prerogative contemed. A happy inno- 

Iwrtion I though Ht firft invented for arbitrary purpofes. 

ThI king^, armed by the authority of parliament, of' 
lather by their acknowledgment of that fpiritual fupre- 
thaey^ Which he believed inherent in bim> emplo^d his' 
Commiffioii^rs to feledafyftem of tenets for the a(ftdt 
Uid belief of the nation« A fmall volume was foon zfi^t 
iiubliihed, called, the Infittution of a Chtijliim Man, 
^ich was received by the convocation, and voted to be 
the infallible ftandard of orthodoxy. All the delicate 
points of juflification, fsith, free-willj gix)d works, ahd 
grace, are there defined with a leaning towards the opinion 

Vol* IV. O of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 

C H A P. of the reformers : The facmments^ \vhich a few- years 
XXXII. before were only allowed to be three, are now encreafed 

^""'^v'"*'*^ to the number of feven, conformably to the fentiments 
' S42- of the catholics. The king's caprice is difcemiblc through- 
out the whole; and the book is in realty to be regarded 
as his compofition. For Henry, while he made his opi- 
nion a rule for the nation^ would tye his own hands by no 
canon nor authority, not even by any which he himfelf 
had formerly eftabliflied. 

1'he people had occafion foon after to fee a farther in- 
ftance of the king's inconftancy. He was not long fatis- 
fied with his Inftitution oi a Chriftian Man : He order- 
ed a new book to becompofed, called, the Erudition of 
aChriftim Man\ and without afking the aflent of the 
convocation, he publiihed, by his own authority, and 
that of the parliament, this new model of orthodoxy. It 
differs from \ht Inftitution °; but the kiug was no lefs po- 
fitive in his new creed than he had bten in the old ; and 
he required the belief of the nation to veer about at his 
iignal. In both thefe books, he was particularly careful 
to inculcate the de3rine of paflive obedience ; and he 
was no lefs careful to retain the nation in the pradice. 

. While the king was fpreading his own books among 
the people* he feems to have been extremely perplexed, 
as were alfo the clergy, what courfe to take with the 
Scriptures. A review had been made by the ecclefiafti- 
cftl fynod of the new.tranflation of the Bible; and Gar- 
diner had propofed^ that, inftead of empbying Engliih 
c^prefTions throughout, feveral Latin words fhould ftill 
be preferved ; becaufe they contained, as he .pretended, 
fuch peculiar energy and fignificance, that they had no 
correfppndent terms in the vulgar tongue ^. Among 
thefe were tclejiay pmmUptiay pontifeXy contrituSf holo* 
caufloy facramentum^ ekmentay ceremoniay myjieriurii^ prcs" 
lyt^Vy Jacrijiciumy humilitasy fttisfa^ioy peccatum, gtatia^ 
hojliay charitasy &c. But as this mixture would have 
appeared extremely barbarous, and was plainly calculated 
fpr no other purpofe than to retain the people in their 
antient ignorance, the propofal was rejcSed. The know- 
ledge of the people, however, at leaft their difputativc 

t<Qrn, 

"* Collier, vol. ii. j>, 190. * Burnet, Vol. 1. p. 315. 
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turn, fcertied to be an inconvenience ftill more danger- CHAP, 
ous; and the king and parliament ', foon after the pub- XXXII. 
hcation of the Scriptures, retraSed the conceffion, which ^— "v-*-^ 
they had formerly made ; and prohibited all but gentle- *54i- 
men and merchants to perufe them ^. Even that liberty 
AVas not granted, without an apparent hefitation, and a 
dread of the confequences : Thefe perfons were allowed 
to read, fo it be done quietly and with good order. And 
the preamble to the a^t fets forth, ** that many feditiou* 
^ and ignorant perfons had abufcd the liberty granted 
** them for reading the Bible, and that great diverfity of 
** opinion, animofities, tumults, and fchifms had been 
•* occafioned by perverting the fenfe of the Scriptures.'* 
It feemed very difficult to reconcile the king's model for 
uniformity, with the permiffion of free enquiry. 

The mafs book alfo paffcd under the king's examina- 
tion ; and little alteration was yet made in it : Some 
doubtful or fiSitious faints only were flruck out; and the 
name of the pope was erazed. This latter precaution 
was like wife ufed with regard to every new bqok that was 
printed, or even old book that was fold.. The word, ^ 

pope, was carefully omittted or blotted out " ; as if that 
precaution could abolifti the term from the language, or 
as if fuch a perfecution of it did not rather imprint it 
more ftrongly in the memory of the people. 

Th£ king took care about this time to clear the 
churches of another abufe, which had crept into them. 
Plays, interludes, and farces were there often a£led, in 
derifion of the former fuperftitions ; and the reverence 
of. the multitude for antient principles and modes of wor- 
Ihip, was thereby gradually effaced ^ We do not hear, 
that the catholics attempted to retaliate by employing 
this powerful engine againft their adverfaries, or endea- 
voured by like arts to expofe that fanatical fpirrt, by 
which it appears, the reformers were generally aSuated. 
Perhaps the people were not difpofed to relilh a jeft on 
that fide : Perhaps the greater fimplicity and the more 
fpiritual abftraS worfhip of the proteflants, gave Ufs hvld . 
to ridicule, which is commonly founded on fenfibje re-, 
prefentaiions. It was, therefore, a very agrccibJe con- 
O 2 ceffion, 

* Which met on tlie iad of January, 1543. ^ 33 Hen. 
VIII. c. 1. " Parliamentary hiftory, vol. iii. p. nj* 

* Burnet, vol, i. p. 318. 
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CHAP, ceftony which the kii^ ma4^ xht c^hpMc p|rty, to fop- 
XXXIL pred entirf ly th^fe r^hgioos coroe4ies. 

*"^'^^"^ Thu5 Henry laboured m^^mlyt by arguments, 
'S4^« creedsy and pena) (^atutes, to bring h|^ fiib}e£tstoan uni- 
formity in their religious fentiments : Put as he entered* 
himfetfy with the greateft earneftnefs, into all tbefe fcho- 
Uftic difputesy he encouraged the people, by his ezam- 
plei to apply themfelves to the ftudy of theolc^ ; and 
it was in vain afterwards, to exped, hpwever preient fear 
might re(\rain their tongues or pens, that they would cor- 
dially agree in any fet of tenets or opinions prefcribed tm^ 
f(hem. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

Wisr nioifA ScQtlmd. Vi^^ry at Solwof. Deati of 

Jimes the fifth. Treaty with Scotland. Ne'tb 

rupture^ Rupture with France. A Parliament* 

■ ' ' Jffain of Scotland. — — A Parliament, Qim^ 

Paign in France. A Parliament. ^ Peace with 

France and Scotland. PerfecuHcns. Execution of 

the earl of Surrey. Attainder of the duko of Nor» 

folk. Death of the king. ^^-^ Hit chara^er* 

Hi J hwfm 

HENRY bcirtg determined to avenge himfclf on C H A ?• 
the kiiig of Scots for flighting the advances, which XXXIII. 
be made for ixs firiendlhipi would gladly have obtained a - ^^"^^^ 
fupplyfirom the parliament, to eniible him to profecute ' 54*; 
that cnterprh&e ; but as he did not think it prudent to dif- ^^^ 
cover his intentions, the parliament^ conformably to their *^^'^- 
frugsd inaltiitis, would underftand no hints ; and the king 
was di&ppoimed iti his elcpedationsu He <x3ntinued, 
however, to a^ke preparations for war; and fo foon as • 
he thought kimfelf in a condition to invade Scotland, he 
|>ubti(hed a manifefto, by which he endeavoured to juf* 
tify his hofiUitiels^ He complained of James's diiappoint* 
it% him in the promifed interview ; which was the real 
ground df the quarrel ^ : But in order to give a more 
fp^ious colouring to the enterprise, he mentioned othei^ 
injuries; that his nephew had given protedion to fome 
Englifli rebels and fogitives, and had detained fome ter- 
ritory, which, Henry pretended, belonged to England. 
He even revived the otd claim of the'vaflfalage of Scot- 
land, and he fumnKmed James to do homage to hini as 
his liege lord and fuperior. He employed the duke of 
Norfolk) whom he called the fcouj^e of the Scots, to 
command in the war; and though James fent the biihopi 
of Aberdeen, and Sir James Learmont of Darfay, to ap- 
peafe his uncle, he would hearken to no ter^ns of accom- 
modation. While Norfolk was alTembling his army at 
Newcaftle, Sir Robert Bowes, attended by Sir Ralph 
Sadler, Sir Ralph Eyers, Sir Brian Latoun, at)d others,^ 
made ah ihCAirfid^ into Scotland, and adyan^ed towards 

Jedbiirgh, 

^ Buchanaiit lib. 14. DfumHiOnd in James the fifth. 
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CHAP. Jedburgh, with an intention of pillaging and deftroying 
XXXIII. that town. The earl pf Angus, and George Douglas, 
^"'"V^'*^ his brother, who had been lo many years baniftied their 
*S42. country, and had fublifted by Henry's bounty, joined th^ 
English army in this incui Tion ; and the forces, command- 
ed by Bowes, exceeded four thoufand men. James had 
pot been negligent in his preparations for defence, and haci 
pofted a confiderable body, under the command of the 
carl of Huntley, for the proteSion pf the borders. Lord 
Hume, at the head of his vaflals, was haftening to joia 
Huntley, when he met with the Englifti army; and a 
z^b Aug, battle immediately cnfued. While they were engagedj^ 
the forces under Huntley began to appear ; and the Eng- 
li(h, afraid of being fur rounded and overpowered, took 
to flight, and were purfued by the enemy. Evers, La- 
toun, and lome other perfons of diftindion, were taken 
prifoners. A few only of fmall note fell in this ^irmifh \ 
TH£ duke of Norfolk, mean while, began to move 
from his camp at Newcaftle ; and being attended by th* 
tarls of Shrcwfbury, Derby, Cumberland, Surrey* Hertr 
ford, Rutland, with many others of the nobility, he adr 
vanced to the borders. His forces amounted to abovt 
twenty thoufand men; and it required the utmoft effort* 
^ of Scotland to refift fiich a formidable armament. James 
had aflembled his whole military force at Fala and Sau- 
trey, and was ready to advance fo foon as he ihould be 
informed of Norfolk's invading his kingdom. The Eng-. 
lifh pafledthe Tweed at Berwic, and niarched along the 
banks of the river as far as Kelfo ; but hearing that Jamesi 
had gathered together near thirty thoufand men, they re- 
paffed the river at that village, and retreated into their own 
country **. The king pf Scots, inflamed with a defire of 
military glory, and of revenge on his invaders, gave the 
fignal for puriuing them, and carrying the >yar into Eng- 
land. He was furprized to find, that his nobility, who were 
in general diiaffeQcd on account of the preference, which 
he had given the clergy, oppofed this refolution, and refuf-? 
<d to atterid hinri in his projeScd enterprize. Enraged at 
this defeflion^ he reproached them with cowardice, and 
threatened vengeance ; but ftill relolved, with th^ forces 
which, adhered to him, to make an impreflioq on the 
enemy's country.. He fent ten thoufand men tp the wef- 
tern borders, who entered England at Solway firth ; and 

fa? 

^ Buchanan, lib. 14. ^ Ibid. 
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he himfclf followed them at a fmall diftance, ready to C H A P. 
join them upon occafion. Difguftedi however, with the XXXIII. 
^ refra^ory diipoiition of his nobles, he fent a meflenger to ^^ — v-*-*^ 
the army, depriving lord Mi»xwel, their general, ot his *542- 
commilTion, and conferring the command on Oliver Sin- 

. clair, a private gentleman» who was his favourite. The 
army was extremely difpleafed with this alteration, and 
was juft ready to difband ; when a fmall body of Englifli 
appeared, not exceeding 500 men, under the command 
of Dacres andMufgrave. A panic feized the Scots, who 
immediately took to flight, and were purfued by the ene- 2^1 Nov. 
my. Few were killed in thi^ rout ; for it was no aSion j Vidory at 
but a great many were taken prifoners, and fome of the «^«^«"?y* 
principal nobility: Among thefe, the earls of Caffilis and 
Glencairn; the lords Maxwel, Fleming, Somcrville, 
Olipham, Grey, who were all fent to London, and given 
in cuilody to different noblemen. 

The king of Scots, hearing of this difafter, was con»- 
fgundefl ; and being naturally of a melancholy difpoHtion, 
as well as endowed with a high fpirit, he loft all com<- 
Viand of his temper on this difii^al occafion. Rage agatnft 
his nobility, who, he believed, had betrayed him; fhame 
for a defeat by fuch unequal numbers; regret of the paft, 
fear of the futi^re ; all thefe pafltons fo wrought upon him, 

, that he would admit of no confolation, but abandoned 
himfclf wholly todefpair. His body was wafted by fym- 
pathy with his anxious mind ; and even his life began t«» 
be thought in danger. He had no iftue living ; and hearr 
ing that hi« queen wasfafely delivered, he afted whether 
ihe had broqght him a male or a female child ? Being 
told, the latter ; he turned about in his bed : ^* The 
** crown came with ^ woman," faid he, *^ and it will go 
^* with one: Many miferies await thfs poor kingdom: 
^' Henry will make it his own either by fprce of arfti* ^er 
*^ by carriage." • 

A FEW days after, he expired, in the flower of hj$ i^th'Dec. 
^ge; a prince of confiderable virtues and talents; well Death If 
fitted, by his vigilance and perfonal courage, for repref- James tJx 
fing ihofe diforders, to which his kingdorh, during that j^^^'^. 
«ge, was fo much expofcd. He executed juftice with the 
greateft impartiality and rigour^ but as he fupported the 
comn^onalty and the chur^ih againft the rapine of the nor 
bility, he eicape^ nojt the hatred of that order. The pro- 
tcftants alfo, whpm he repreffed, have endeavoured to 

- throw 
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CHAP, throw many ftaips on hU mexnory ; but have not been 
XXXIII. able to fix any conri(dtt:rab)e imputation on him ^. 

^■"**'''^'— ^ Henry was no fooner infoimed of his viaory and of, 
'543- the fdcach of his nephew^ than he proje^ed> a$ jaoEies 
had forefcenf the Icheme of uniting Scotland to bis own 
dominions, by marrying his ton, Edward, to the heireis 
of that kingdom ^. |ie ca11|E:fl together the Scots nobles^ 
yfho were his prifoners ; and after reproaching them, 19 
fevere terms, for their breach of tre^^ty, as he pretended, 
be began to foften his tonie, j^nfi pfopofed to thfm fhU 
expedient, by which, he hoped, thofe diibrd^rs, fo pre? 
judicial to bpth dates, would for the future be pr'eyented. 
lie offered to beftow on them their libefty without ra»- 
fom; and only required of them engagements to favouc 
%hc marriage pf the prince pf Wales with their youn^ 
iniftrcfs^ They were eafily prevailed on to give their 
aflent to a propofal, ^hich feemedfo natural, aodfo ad^ 
f antageou$ tp both kingcbms; and being condu<3ed tC| 
Newcaftlc^ they delivered tp the duke of Norfoljc, hofta- 
ges for their return, in cafe the intended nuptials wer^ 
pot compieated : And they thence proceeded to Scothmd, 
where they ifppnd a^aU& ip (bme ojnlui^ 

The pope, ot>feryiog his a^i^hor^ty in Scptlandtto be 
in danger from thefpreadin^of thf li^w opinions, hac); be* 
(lowed on ^eatopi the primate, the fligruty of cardinal, 
jn order to cpnfer more Influence an4 aufhotjty iiponhim; 
and that prelate had btci^ Ipng regardec) asprinneniintiW 
to Jami^s, and as the head of th^t pjjrty, wjiich defend- 
ed the anti^nt privileges and propcfties of the ecclefiaiUcs. 
Upon the dej^th of his mailer, ^hjs m^^n apprehenfive of 
the confequences both tp bis party and himfelf, endea-: 

youred tp keep pofleiSon of power; and fpr that purpofe, 

..... .., .. .... . .,,,j^^ 

"^ The; perfecut ions, cxcrcri fed during James's reign, are not 
tp b«J afcribcd to bis bigoiry, a vice, of which he feems to hare 
been as frfee as Francis thi? firft or the emperor Charles, both 
of whoqi, as well as James^ ihewed« in different periods of 
iheir lives, even an inclinatmn to'ibe new dodrlnes. The tx- 
tremities, tp which all ihefe princes were carried, proceeded 
entirely from the fituatiom of affairs, during ^hat age, which 
rcodcrfdjt i^npoiTible for them to a6l wj^h greater temper or 
moderation, after they t^d^mhraced the rewlution of (upport- 
ing the antient eftabfffhnieDts. So violent was the popcafitj 
or the times towards ipnpvation^ that a bare toleration of tb^ 
nfew preachers was equivalent to a fo^m^ defign of changing; 
the national religion. 
• Stowe, p. 584. Herbart, Burnei^ Buchanan. 
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Jic ii nccqfed of executing a deed, which rc^irtd a C H A P. 
high degree of temerity. He forgc^l, it is faid, a wijl XXXH!. 
for the king, appqioting himfelf, aiid thrcie noblemen^ C-v-^-> 
regents of the ktpgdom duri;ng the inir\ority (^ the infant iSjl^V 
princefs ' : At h^^, for hiAorians ^re not welj agreed in 
•the circumftances of the faS^ he 1^«4 re^d to James $, 
paper of that import^ to which that monarchy iduring the 
.delirium yrhich prec^d^ his death, had given an imper* 
fed affent and approbation^. By virtue of this will, 
Beaton had put himfelf in pofleilipn of the government j 
and having jwit^ his interefts w'lijn thofe of the c|ueenr 
<lowager, ii6 obtained the pon(enjt jof t)h.e convention of 
ftates, arid excluded the pretenfions of the earl of Arran. 
James earl of Arran, of the name of Hamilton, was 
jnext heir to the .crown by hb grandmother, daughter c^ 
James the third ^ and on that account feemed beft en- 
titled to pojltefs that high ofiKe^ into which the cardinal 
}\zd intruded ^i^fqlf. 7 he profpeft alfo of his fuc- 
ceiEon after a princefs, .who was in fuch .tender infancy, 
procured him nriany partizansj and though his charader 
x;ontair\ed littie fpiiit,' aQiviiy, or ambition* a propenfity, 
which he had aifcoyered for the new optnipns, had at- 
tached to him all all the zealous promoters of thefe inno- 
vations. By means .of theijs adherents, joined to the ya& 
ials of his own family, he had been able tp inake oppor 
iition to tt^ cardinal's afiminiftration ^ an4 the fufpicioa 
of Beatop's forgery, with the acce^on of the noblemen, 
^bo had^heen prifoners in England, abided tpo by fome 
money fent frpm London^ was able to turn the balance 
in his favour. The earl pf Angus and Jiis brother, hay- 
ing taken the prefent opportunity pf r.eturning into their 
native country, oppofed the cardinal with all the force 
pf that powerful family ; and the majority of the conyep- 
tion had now embraced opppfite interefts to thofe which 
formerly prevailed. Arr^n was declared governor ; the 
cardinal was committed to cuftody, under the care of lord 
Setpn ; and a negociation was commenced with Sjr ^alpfi 
Sadler, the Englifli ambafTador, for the marriage pf thp 
infant queen with the prince of Wales. The following freaty 
conditioiu were quickly agreed on j that the queen (houldicv/M^^^^ 
remain in Scotland till flie was ten years of age; that fheiaiU, 
ihould then be fent to England to be educated; that fix 
; ^ Scots 

^ Sadler's Letters, p. i6i. Spotfwood, p. 71. Buch?uifn| 
Jib. I J. S Jo^ ^^^h ^^^^y ^f *^^ frformatiopf 
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CHAP. Scots nobles fhould immediately be delivered as hoftage* 

XXX] II. to Henry ; and that the kingdom, notwithftandii^ its uni- 

^^— "v-*-^ on with England, (houU iVill retain its laws and privi- 

■543- l^gcs ^, By means of thefe equitable conditions, the 

war between |the nations, which had threatened Scotland 

with Aichdifmal calamities, feemed to be fully coiDpofed^ 

and to be changed into perpetual concord and amity. 

But the cardinal-primate, having prevailed on Seaton 
to reftore him to his liberty, was able, by his intrigues, 
to confound all thefe meafures, which appeared to be fo 
well concerted. He aflembled the moft confiderable ec- 
clefiaftics; and having reprefenied to them the imminent 
danger, to which their revenues and privileges were ex- 
pofed, he perfuaded them to colled privately from the 
clergy a large fum of money, by which, if entnifted to 
his management, he promifed to overturn the fchemes of 
their enemies ^. Befides the partizans, whom he ac- 
quired by pecuniary motives, he.rouxed up the zeal of 
thofc, who were attached to the catholic worftiip; and 
he reprefented the union with England as the fure fore- 
runner of ruin to the church and to the antient religion. 
The national antipathy of the Scots againft their foutherp 
ndghbours, was alfo an infallible engine, by which the 
cardinal wrought upon the people; and thou^^h the ter- 
ror of Henry's arms, and their own inability to niake re- 
iiflance, had procured a temporary affent to the alliance 
and marriage propofed, the fettled habits of the nation 
produced an extreme averfion to thofe meafures. The 
Englifli ambaffador and his train received many infuUs 
from perfons, whom the cardinal had incited to conxm.it 
thofe indignities, in hopesof bringing on a rupture: But 
Sadler very prudently diflembled the matter ; ai»d waited 
patiently, till the day appointed for the delivery of the 
hoftages. He then demanded of the regent the perfor- 
mance of that important article ; but received for anfwer^ 
that his authority was very precarious ; that the nation 
had ngw taken a different imprefTion ; and that it was not 
in his'power to compel any of the nobility to deliver them- 
felvcs as hoftages to the Englifli. Saijlcr, forcfecing 
the confequence of this refufal, fent a fummons to all 
thofe who had been prifoners in England, and required 
them to fulfil the promife, which they had givcny of re-: 

turning 

^ Sir Ralph Sadler's Letters. ^ Buchanan^ lib. i$. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HENRY VIIL 203 

ItMtiing into c^ftody. None W them difcovcred fo much CHAP, 
feottment of honour, as to perform their engagements, XXXIII. 
except Gilbert Kennedy, earl of Cajflilis. flenry was '^— >r"^-^ 
fo well pleafed with the behaviour of this nobleman, that '543* 
he not only received him gractoufly, but honoured him 
with prefents, gave him his liberty, and fent him back 
to Scotland^ with his two brothers, whom he hjad left as 
^oftages ■^. 

This behaviour of the Scots nobles, though it refleft- j^^nv ruf^ 
(cd difhonour on the nation, was not unacceptable to the ture. 
^cardinal, who forefaw, that all thefe perfons would now 
be deeply interefted to maintain their enmity and oppo- 
fition to England. And as a war was foon expeficd with 
Ithat kingdom? he found it neceflary immediately to ap- 
ply to France, and to crave the aHiftance of that antient 
filly, during the prefent diftreffes of the Scots nation. 
Though the French king was fuHy fenfible of his intereft 
in fupporting Scotland, a demand of aid could not have 
been made on him at a more unfeafonable j&n&ure. His 
jpretenfions on the Milanefe, and his refentment againft 
Charles, had engaged him in a war with that potentate ; 
and having made very great; though fruitlefs efforts dur- 
ing the preceding campaign, he was the more di fabled a^ 
prefent from defending his own dominions, moch more 
from granting any fuccoyr to the Scots, Matthew Stuar^ 
learl of Lenox, a young nobleman of great fan)ily, was 
at that time in the French court; and Francis, being inf- 
formed, that he was engaged in antjent and hereditary 
enmity with the Hamiltons, who had murdered his father, 
fent him over to his native country, as a fupport to the 
f:ardinal aijd the queen mother: And he promifej, that a 
fupply of money, and, if neceflary, even military fuc- 
cours, (hould foon be difpatchcd after him. Arran, the 
governor, feeing all thefe preparations againft him, af- 
icmbled his friends, and made an attempt to get the per- 
fonof the infant queen in his cuftody ; but being repulfed, 
he was obliged to come to an accommodation with hit 
enemies, and to truft that precious charge to four neutral 
perfons, the heads of potent families, the Grahams, 
Arclkinea^ Lindfeys, and Leviftons. The arrival of 
Lenox, in the midft of thefe tranfafitions, ferved t^ ren- 
der the viftory of the French party over the Englifli ftill 
FJOre indifputable ". 

The 
f Buchanan, lib. 15. ^ Ibid. Dfummond. 
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CHAP. * The oppcfition, which Henry met with in Scotland 
XXXIII. from the French intrigues, excited his refentment, and 
farther confirmed the refolution, which he had before 
taken, of breakii^ with France, and of uniting his arms 
with thofe of the emperor. He had other grounds of 
compUint againft the French king ; which, though not 
of great importance, yet being recent, were able to over- 
balance thofe great injuries, which he had formerly re- 
ceived from Charles. He pretended, that Francis had 
engaged to imitate his example in feparating himfelf en- 
tirely from the fee of R6me, and that he ha<i broken hit 
5romi(e in that particular. He was dif&tisfied, that 
ames, his nephew, had been aHowed to many, firft 
Magdalene of France, then a princefe of the houfe of 
Guife; and he Confidered tbeife allisnces- as pledges, 
which Francis gave of his intentions to fupport the Scots 
againft the power of England ^. He h»d been infomned 
of feme raiUvries, which the French king had thrown 
out agaidl his condud with regard to hrs wives. He 
wM diiguiled, that Francis^ after (b n^ny obligatii}^ 
.v4Hch he owed him, had fa^ri^edl him to the emperor; 
and, in confidence of friencUhrp, hsA rafhiy reveded his 
iittDrets to that Aibtte and int^^fted monarch. And he 
cottlplaiiied, that regular paymems Were never made of 
l^a funn» due to him by France, and of tfaie penfioir, 
which had been promifed. Impelled by all thefe motives^ 
he ^lenated himfelf from his ancient friend and confbde- 
rate> and formed a league with the emperor, who very 
tfairneftly courted his alliaDce. THifr leaguid, befides fti^ 
pulations for nHHual defence, containedal pla« for invad^ 
ing France; and the two monarehs agreed to emer 
FraniJisV dominions with an army each of twenty-five 
• thoufand men; and ta require that (irince to pay Henry 
all th^ fums u4iich he owed, him, and t^oconfign Boulogne, 
Montrcuil, Terouenne, and Ardres> as a fecurity for the 
fegular payment of his penfion for the future : In cafe 
fhefe ponditiom were rejtded, the confederate princes 
agreed, to challenge, for Henry, the crown of France, 
pr, in default of it, the dutchies of Normandy, Aqafta*m>^ 
a^d G^ienne ; for Charles, the dkitchy of Burgundy, and 
fome other territories ^. That they might have a preu 

tence 

'•iPere Daniel. * Rymcr, vol. xiv. p. 76S. vol. nt. 

p. z. 
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tencc for enforcing th^ cUin^, they ftnt a mtiTage toCH A P* 
Francis^ requiring him to rei^Hince bis alliance with ful- XXXill. 
tan SpfyoM^n^ 9,^ to ny^ke feparatlon for a|U (he preju- ^^ — -/— *-^ 
dice^ which ChriAcndooi had (ufFerefl from that unnatural < 543* 
confederacy. Upon the French king's refufalt war w^ 
declared againft bin(i by the allies. It noay be proper to 
remark, that tfhc partizane of France ob|(e3ed to Charles 
hb alliance with the heretical king of England, as no le& 
odious than that, which Francis had contra&ed with So- 
lyinan: And they obferved, that this league was a breach 
qI that folenirn promife, which he had given to Clement 
the feventhy neyer to make peace or alliance with Eng- 
land. 

While the treaty with the emperor was ncgociatrng, ita Jan. 
the king fummoned a new feflion of parliament, in order Afari$m^ 
to ebtain fupplies for his projeded war with France. «w^* 
The parlijament granted him a fubfidy to be paid in three 
years: It was levied in a peculiar manner; but exceeded 
not three (biliings in the pound upon any individual ^« 
The convocation gave the^ king fix OiiUings in the pound, 
to be: levied in thcee years. Greater fums were always, 
fven ^ing the eftabliflvment, of the catholic religion, 
c^a/Sedi from the clergy thi^ from the laity : Which 
9)a4e the emperpr Charles fay, when Henry diflblved 
tl^e mopafteiies^ and fold their revenues, or beftowed 
tln^in, on hift x^pbility and courtiers^ that' he had killed the 
h^, whiich brought hint) the j^ldcn eggs \ 

The parUanM^t aUb facilitated the eixiocution o£ the 
former; law^ by which the king's proclamations were 
made equal to>fta.tuteft: They appointed, that any nine 
counfelk^rs, fliQuld form a legal court fcM- punifliing all dif<- 
obc^jenci^ tO; pr^oclamations* The total abolition of ju- 
ries in criminal ca^fes, as well as of all parliaments^ 
feemed, if the king had fo pLeaied, the neceSary confe- 

quence 

• They who were worth In. goods twenty ihillings and up- 
wards to, Bve pounds^ paid four pence of evary pound ; from 
live poupds to ten pounds* eight pence; from ten pounds to 
twenjcy ppunds, (Ixteen pence; from twenty and upwards, two 
ihtirings. Land$, fees, aqd annuities, from twenty (hillings te, 
five poiindsy paid eight pence in the pound; from five pounds 
16 ten pounds, fixteeii pence ; from ten pounds to . twenty 
pounds, two fhillingsi from twenty pounds and upwards, 
ihree {hillings. 

■ GoUiejP„ vol. ii. p. 176. 
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CHAP, qucncc of this enormous law. He might iffuc a procla-* 
XXXni. mation, for the execution of any penal ftatnte, and af^ 

^-^v^-^' ter wards try the criminals, not for breach of the ftatute^ 
*543- but for difobcdience to his proclamation. It is remarka- 
ble, that the lord Mountjoy entered a proteft againft thi» 
law ; and it is equnlly remarkable, that that protefl: 19 
the only one entered againft any public bill during this 
whole reign ** 

We have taken notice, in the end of the foregoing* 
chapter, of fome laws regarding religion, which the par- 
liament pafled, in order to gratify the king's humour. 
It was farther enabled S this feflion, that every fpiritua^ 
pcrfon, who preached or taught contrary to the dbflrinc 
contained in the king's book, the Erudition of a chrijlian 
mariy or contrary to any doQrine which he (hall hence-^ 
forth promulgate, was to be admitted, on the firft con- 
viftion, to renounce his errors ; on the fecond, he was re- 
quired to carry a faggot; which if he refufcd to do, or . 
fell into a third offence, he was to be burnt. But the 
laity, for the third offence, were only to forfeit their 
goods and chatties, and to be liable to perpetual impri-^ 
fonment. Indidments muft be laid within a year after 
the offence, and the prifoner was [allowed to bring wit* 
neffes for his purgation. Thefe penalties were lighter 
than thofe formerly impofed on a denial of tranfubftan- 
tiation : It was, however, fubjoined in this ^tute, that 
the aft of the fix articles was ftill in force. But in or- 
der to make the king more entirely mafter of his people, 
it was ena^d, that he might hereafter, at his pleafure^ 
change this ad, or ^ny provifion^ in it. By this claufe, 
both parties were retained in fubjeftion : So fkr as re- ' 
garded religion, the king was invefted, in the fulleft 
manner, with the fole legiflative authority in his' king- 
dom : And all his fubjeSs were, under the fcvereft pe- 
nalties, exprefsly bound to receive implicitly, whatever 
doQrine he (hould pleafe to recommend to them. 

Mth July, The reformers began to entertain hopes, that this ex- 
orbitant power would be employed in their favour. The 
king married Catherine Par, widow of Nevil lord La- 
tinner ; a woman of virtue, and fomewhat inclined to the 
new doQrine. By this marriage, Henry confirmed what 
had formerly been foretold in jeft, that he would be 

obliged 

* Burnet, p. j,a». ^ 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. c. i. 
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obliged to efpoufe a widow. The king's league with the C H A P* 
emperor, feemed a circumfiance no lels favourable to the XXXIIL 
catholic party ; and thus matters remained* ftill nearly ^-—n^*'*^ 
balanced between the fadions. ' *S43- 

The advantages, gained by this powerful confederacy 
between Henry and Charles, were very inconfiderable 
during the prefent year. The campaign was opened with 
a viftory^ gained by 'the duke of Gleves, Francis's ally, 
over the forces of the emperor " : Francis, in pcrfon, 
took the field early, and made himfelf mafter, without 
refiftance, of the whole, dutcby of Luxembourg: He 
afterwards took Landrecy, and added fomefortifications 
to it'. Charles, having at laft affembled a powerful army, 
appeared in the Low Countries ; and after taking almoft 
every fortrefs in the dutchy of Cleves, he reduced the 
duke to fubmit to the terms, which he was pleafed to 
prefcribe to him. Being then joined by a body of fix 
thoufand Englifli, he fat down before Landrecy, and co- 
vered the fiege with an army of above forty thoufand 
men. Francis advanced at the head of an army not much 
inferior; as if he intended to give the emperor battle^ or 
oblige him to abandon the fiege : But while thefe two 
rival monarchs were facing each other, and all men ftood 
in expedation of fome great event, the French king 
found means to throw fuccours into Landrecy ; and hav- 
ing thus efFe3ed his purpofe, he fkilfully made a retreat. 
Charles, finding the feafon far advaiured, def paired of 
fuccefs in his enterprize, and foutid it neceffary to raifc 
the fiege. 

The vanity of Henry was flattered, by the f^^r^- Affairs •{ 
which he made in the great tranfagtions on the continent: ScosUmd, 
But the interefts of his kingdom were much more deeply 
concerned in the event of affairs in Scotland. Arran, the 1 
governor, was of fo indolent and unambitious a chara^er, 
that, had he not been Simulated by his friends and depen* 
dents, he never had afpired to any {hare in the adminiftra- 
tion^ and when he found himfelf overpowered by the 
party of the queen- dowager, the cardinal and the earl of 
Lenox, he was glad to accept of any terms of accom- 
modation, however diihonourable. He even gave them 
a fure pledge of his fincerity, by renouncing the princi- 
ples of the refornlcrs, and reconciling himfelf to the Ro- 

mifti 
* Memoires du Bellay, lib. 10. 
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XXXIII. By this weaknefs and levity be loft hiii credit with the 

*'"'">''"**^ whole »atioa, and rendered the proteftants,* who iirer* 

'345* hitherto the chief fupport of his poiKrer, his moft mortal! 

enemies. The cardinal acquired an entire afcendant in the 

kingdom : The qjoeen-dowafer piK implicit confidence 

flhim: The governor was obliged to yield to him in 

every pretenfion: Lenox atone was become an obftade 

to his mcafures; afid reduced him to feme difficiilty. 

The inveterate enmity, which had taken place be* 
twcen the families of Lenox and Ari'an, made the ime- 
refls of thefe two noblemen entirely trk:ompatible ; and 
as the Cardinal and the French party^ in order to engage 
Lenox the more in their caofe, had flattered him with 
the hopes of fucceeding to the erowA after their infant 
fovereign, this i ivaHht(> had tended ftill farther to rouze 
the ahimolity of the Hamiltons. Lenox too had been 
encouraged to afpire t<f the ftoarriage of the queen-dowa- 
ger, which would h»ve given him fome pretenfions to^ 
the regency ;. and as he was become aflkming/ oA accourfr 
of the fervi^es, which he had rendered the party, the 
cardinal founds that, ftnce he mud ehufe betweten thef 
friendfliip of Lenot and Arrany the latter nobkniian, whof^ 
was more eaiily governed^ and who was invefted witir 
prefent authority, was in every refped preferable. Irt 
•rder to remove the foroler,^. after the eafleft and leail' 
obnoxious manner,, hc^ w^te to Franch, with whom M 
had entire credit,, by mea 
of the queen dowager ; a 
pad fervicesi he repre<<^ 
obftruQions, which he o< 
Md defired that he mighi 
. he' enjoyed great: credit 
impatience of Lepox- tora 
this political art i6ce leifu 
was not likely to fucceed 
dowager, and that Arran 
retired to Duobi^rton, thi 

ly in his intertft3; he entered into a' fefcret ucgfociatioiT 
with the. Engli(h coiKrt ; aiidbe fu|lnfnoned hisvaiTalnaoif: 
partizafls to attend him^ All thofe who Were indrned tor 
the proteftant religkifi, or weriBou anyaccount' difcon^-. 
tented with the cardinal's adminiftration, now regarde<f 
Lenox as the head of thei^ party; andrtHcy readily made 

him 
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him a tender of their fcrvices. In a little time, he had C H A P- 
colleded an army of ten thoufand men, and he threaten- XXXIII. 
ed his enemies with immediate deftrudion. The cardi- '*— v— ^-* 
nal had no equal force to oppofe him; but as he was a '543* 
prude/it man, he forefaw, that Lenox could not long 
fubfift fo great an army, and he endeavoured to protract 
time, by opening a negociation with him. He feduced 
his followers, by various artifices; he engaged the Doug* 
laiTes in his intereils ; he reprefented to the whole nation 
the danger of civil, wars and commotions: And Lenox, 
finding himielf engaged in an unequal conrefl, was at lad 
obliged to lay down his arms, and to accept terms of ac- 
commodation with the governor and the cardinal. Pre- 
fent peace was reftored ; but no confidence took place 
between the parties. Lenox, fortifying his caAles, and 
putting himielf in a pofture of defence, waited the fuc- 
cours of the £nglij[b> from whofe aiTiftance alone he 
expefl.ed to obtain the fupcriority over his enemies. 

While the winter feafon reflbrained Henry from mili- ^544- 
tary operations, iie fummoned a new parliament; where J^^' J4' 
a law was paflTed, fuch as he was pleafed to diftate, with ^^^ '^ 
regard to the fyccefllon of the cro/. n. After declaring,^" ' 
that the prince of Wales, or any of the king's male if- 
fue, were firft and immediate heirs to the kingdom, the 
parliament reftored the two princeffes, Mary afid Eliza- 
beth to their right of fucceflipn^. This feemed a reafon- 
able piece of juftice, and corre3ed what the king's 
former violence had thrown into confufion ; but it wa9 
impofllble for Henry to do any thing, however laudable, 
without betraying, in fome circumftance, his ufual ex- 
travagance and caprice : Though he opened the way for 
thefe two princ^fles to mount the throne, he would not 
allow the ads to be reverfed, which had declared them 
illegitimate ; he made the parliament confer on him a 
power of ftill excluding them, if they rcfufed to fubmit to 
any conditions, which he (hould be pleafed to impofe; 

K^and he required them to enaft, that, in default of his 
own iffue, h^ might difpofeof the crown, as Jie pleafed, 

^ by will or letters patent. He^did not probably fore fee, 
that, in proportion as he degraded the parliament, by 
rendering them the pafllve inArument of his variable and 
violent inclinations, he taught the people to regard all 
|heir afts as invalid) and thereby defeated even the pur- 
pofes, which he was fo bent to attain. 
Vol. IV. P Aji 
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C H A P^ An ad was paffed, that the king's ufual ftiielhould be 
}00(11L ** King of England, Foince, and lieland, defender of 
^-— v-^*-' •* the faith, and on earth the fapreme head of the church 
1544. << of England and Ireland." It fcemed a palpable incon- 
fiftency^ 10 retain the title of Defender of Ihe faith, 
which the fee of Rome had conferred on him for main- 
taining its caufe againd Luther ; and yet iiibjoin his ec* 
clefialtical fupremacy, in oppofition to the claims of that 
&•. 

An aft was alfo paffed; for the remiflion of the debt, 
which the king bad lately contraded by a general loan, 
levied from the people. It will eafily be bclieyed, that, 
after the formed aQ of this kindy the loan was not entire- 
ly voluntary *. But there was a peculiar ckcumftance at- 
tendiijg the prefent ftatuce, which none but Henry would 
have thought of: That thofe who had already got pay- 
ment, either in whole or in part, fliould lefund the fums 
to the exchequer. 

The oaths, which Henry eftabUihed for the fecufity 
of his ^cclefiaftical mpdel, were not more rcafonable 
than his other meafures. AW his fabjeSs of ai>y diitinc- 
t^n had already been obliged to renounce tjie pope's fu* 
prcmacy ; hut as the claules whkh they fworc to, had 
not been deemed entirely fatisfaflory, another oath was 
impofed ; and it was added, that all thofe who had taken 
the former o^ths, (hould b^ underftood to have taken the 
new one ^» A ftrangc fuppofition! to rcprefent men as 
bound by an oath^ which they had never confemed to 
lake. 

The moft commendable law, to which the parti ament 
gave their fanSioil, wa? that by which they mitigated 
the law of the fix articfes, and enaSed, that no perfon 
fhould be put to his trial upon any accufat ion concerning 
any bf the oflFences compfixed in th*t fanguinary ftaiuie, 
except on the oath of twelve perfons before commiffioners 
authorized for that purpofe ; and that no perfon fhould 
be arrefted or connmitted to ward for any fuch offence * 
befo/e he was indiSed. Any preacher, aarufed of fpeak- 
ing in his fermon contrary to thefe .articles, muft be in- 
difted within forty days. 

The king always experienced the limits of his exor- 
bitatit authority, whenever he demanded fubfidies, how* 

ever 

^ 5S Hep, VIIL c II. ^35 Hen, VIH. c. t. 
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ever moikrate, from the parliament; and, therefore^ hot CHAP, 
to hazard a refufal^ he made no mention this feiTion of a XXXIII. 
fuppl^ : But as his wars both with Fiance and Scotland, ^^-^—v*^ 
as well as hisufual prodigality, h^d involved him in great '544» 
cxpence, he had recourie toother meihod* of filling his 
exchequer. Notwithflanding the former abolition of^his 
debts, he yet required new loans from his lubjeQs: And 
he enjianced gold from loity-five (hillings to forty-eight 
an ounce ; and fiivcr from three (hillings and nine pence 
to four (hillings^ His pretence for this innovation, was 
to prevent the nooney from, being exported; as if that » 
expedient could any-wifc ferve the purpofe. • He even 
coined feme bafe money, and o^de^^d it lo be current by 
proclamation. He named cpmmi(3ioners for levying a 
benevolence, and he extorted abput f^venty .thoufand 
p.unds by this expedient., Read, alfjerman of London ^, 
a man fomewhat advanced in' years, having rcfufed to 
contribute his (hare, or not coming \ip to the expeflati- 
ons of the commKTioners, was inrolled as a foot fpldier 4n' 
the Scotilh wars, and was the^e taken prifoner. Roach, 
who had been equally refra^ory, was thrown.into prjfon, 
and obtained: not his liberty, but by paying a large com- 
pofuion ^. Thefe powers of the prerogative*, (which at 
that time pafTed unqueftioned) the kifig's compelling any 
man to ferve in any ofiice, and jqiprifonirg any maa 
during pleafure, not to mention the praf^ice of extorting 
loans, rendered the foyereign, in a manner, ^bfolute 
mafter of the perfon and^pr^opcrty of every individual. - 

Early this year the king fent a fleet a ' ' 

vade Scotland. The fleet confifted, of ne^ 
yelTels, and carried on board ten thoufand 
lord Lifle commanded the fca forces ; the c 
the land. The troops were difembarkec 
and after diffipating a fmall body which 
they took that town without refiftance, a' 
fJd to Edinburgh, The gates were foon I 
lirtleor no refiftance was made); and th 
pillaged, and thenfet fire to the city. The regent and 
cardinal were not prepared to oppofe fo great a force, 
and they fled to Stirling. Hertford marched eattward ; 
and being 'joined by a new body under Evers, warden 

P 2^ of 

.*• Herbert. Stowe, p. $88. ' Baker, p. aga, * Gpq4- 
w«*s Annals. Stowe, p. 588. . 
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CHAP, of the caft marches, he laid wafte the whole country, 
XXXIII. burned and deftroyed Haddington and Dunbar, and then ^ 
V-— v*-^ retreated into England ; having loft only forty men in the 
'544' whole expedition. The earl of Arran coileded fomc 
i8 May. forces; 'But finding. that the Englifli were already de- 
parted, he turned them againft Lenox, who was juftly 
lufpeSed of a correfpondence with the enemy. That 
' nobleman, after making ibme refiftance, was obliged to 
fly into England ; where Henry fettled a penfion on him, 
and even gave him his liiece, lady Margaret Douglas, in 
marriage. - In return, Lenox ftipulated conditions, by 
tk^hich, bad he been able to execute them, he muft have 
reduced his country to a total fervitude '*, 

HiNRY^S policy was blamed in this fudden and vio- 
lent incurfion ; by which he inflamed the paflions of the 
Scots, without fubduing their fpirit; and it was com- 
monly faid, that he did too much, if he intended to fo- 
lidt an alliance, and too little, if he meant a conqueft ^. 
^ut the rcafon of his withdrawing the troops fo foon, was 
his eagernefs to carry on a projeQed enterprize againft 
France, in which he intended to employ the whole force 
of his kingdom. He had concerted a plan with the em- 
peror, which threatened the total ruin of that monarchy, 
and mult, as a neceflary confequence, have involved the 
ruin of England. Thefe two prmces had agreed to in- 
vade France with forces amounting to above a hundred 
thoufand men : Henry engaged to iet out from Calais j 
Charles from the Low Countries; They were to enter 
on no (iege; but leaving all the frontier towns behind 
them, to march direftly to Paris, where they were 
to join their forces, and thence to proceed to the entire 
conqueft of the kingdom. Francis could not bppofej 
to thefe formidable preparations, much above forty them* 
fand men. 
jAtbJuly. Henry, having appointed the queen regent during 
Campaign his abfence, pafled over to Calais with thirty thoufand 
in frdnce, men, accompanied with the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
Fitzaleii eaii of Arundel, Vere earl of Oxford, the earl 
of Surrey, Paulet lord St. tp^n, lord Fetrers of Chart- 
ley, lord Mounijoy, iord Gi*ey of Wilton, Sir Anthoiiy 
Brown, Sir Francis Bryan, and the moft flburtfting no- 
bility 

^ Rymer, vol. xv. p, ^3, 29. ^ Herbert. Burnet. 
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biUly and gentry of his kingdom. The Englifli army CHAP. 
was foon joined by the count de Buren, admiral of Flan- XXXIII. 
ders, with ten thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe ; ^— >r^*^ 
and the whole compofed an army, which nothing on that *5.44' 
frontier was able to refift. The chief force of the French 
army was drawn to the fide of Champagne, in order to 
oppofe the iniperialifls. 

The emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand 
men, had taken the field much earlier than Henry; and 
not to loie time, while he waited for the march of his 
confederate, he fat down before Luxembourg, which he 
took : He thence proceeded to Commercy on the Meufe, 
which was furrendered to him to him : Cigny met with 
(he fame fate: He- next laid fiege to St. Difier on the 
Mame, which, though a w€;ak place, made a brave re- 
iiflance, under the count de Sancerre, the governor, and 
the iiege was protraded beyond expedation. 

The emperor was employed before this town at the 
^ime the Englifli forces were afTembled in Picardy. Hen-t- 
ry, either tempted by the defencelefs condition of the 
French frontiers, or thinking that the emperor had firft 
t>roke engagements by forming fieges, or, perhaps, fore- 
feeing at lafl the dangerous confequences of deftroying 
entirely the French power, inftead of marching for- 
ward to Paris, fat down before Montreuil and Boulogne, 
The duke ©f Norfolk commanded the army before Moni* 
treuil: The king himfelf that before Boulogne. Vervin 
V^as governor of the Iftter place, and under him Philip 
Corfe, a brave old foldier, who encouraged the garrifon 
to defend themfelves to the laft extremity againft the 
Englifh, He was killed during the courfe of the (lege, 
and the town was immediately furrendered to Henry by i^BSe^. 
the cowardice of Vervin ; who was afterwards beheaded 
for this diflionourable capitulation. 

PyRi^^G the courfe of this fiege, Charles had taken 
St. Difier ; and finding the feafon niuch advanced, be 
began to hearken to a treaty of pe^ce with France, fince 
all his fchemes for fqbduing that kingdom were likely to 
pR)ve abortive, In order to have a pretence fordeferting 
his ally, he fent a meflfenger to the Englifli camp, requir- 
ing Henry immediately to fulfil his engagements, and to 
meet him with his ^rmy before Par^s^ Henry replied, 
that he was too far engaged in the fiege of Boulogne to 
raife it with honour, and that th^ emperor himfelf had 

firft ' 
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CHAP, firft broke the concert by forming, fieges. This snfvrer 
XXXIII. ferved Charles as a lufficieni reafon for concluding jl peace 

^•'^'^>/'^^^ >^ith Francis, at Crepy, where no mention was made of 
*544- England. He ftipulated to give Flanders as a dowry to 

lUtt def • j^jj daughter, whom he agreed to marry to the duke of 
Orleans, Francis's fecond Ton ; and Francis, in return, 
withdrew his troops from Piedmont and Savoy, and re- 
nounced all claim to Milan, N^pl^s, and other territories 
in Italy. This peace, fo advantageous to Francis, was 
procured, partly by the decifive vidory obtained in the 
beginning of the campaign by the count d'A.nguven over 
th« Imptiialifts at Ceriiclles in Piedmont, parily by the 
emperor's great d^(\\t to tuin his arms againft the protel- 
tant princes in Germany. Charles ordered his troops to 
feparate from the Knglifh in Picardy; ;.nd Henry, find- 
ing hiTn feU obliged to raife the fiege of Montreuil, re- 

^otb Sept. turned into England. This campaign ferved to the popu- 
lace as a matter of great triumph ; b»t all men of fenfe 
concluded, that the king had, as in all his former military 
cnterprizes, made, at an infinite charge, an acquifition, 
-which was of no manner of confequence. 

The war with Scotland, meanwhile, was condufled 
feebly, and wiih various fuccels. Sir Ralph Evers, now 
lord Evers, and Sir Bryan Laioun, made an inroad into 
that kingdom ; and having laid wafte the counties of Ti- 
viotdale and the Merfe, they proceeded to the abbey of 
Coldingham, which they took poffeflion of, and fortified. 
The regent afiembltd an aimytof eight thoufand men, 
in orjer to diflodge them from tt»is poft ; but he had no 
fooner opened his batteries before the place, than a 
fudden panic feized him, and he fled to Dunbar. He 
complained of the mutinies of his army, and pieier.ded ro 
be afraid left they fhould deliver him into the hands of 
the Englifh: But his own unwarlike fpirit was-eenerally 
believed to have been the motive of this dithonourable 
> ^ retreat. The Scots army, upon the departuie of their 

general, immediately fell into confufion; and had not 
Angus, with a few of his retainers, brought off the can- 
non, and protefled their rear, the Englifh might have 
gained great advantages over them. Evers, elated with 
this fucccfs, beaded to Henry, that he had conquered all 
' Scotland to the Forth ; and he chimed -i reward for this 
' importjipt fervice. The dufee of Noi^folk, who knew 

vritli 
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ivkh what diflaculty fuch acquifitions would be maintain* CHAP. 
«d againft a warlike people, advifed the king to grant XXXIil. 
liim, as his reward, the cow^uefts of which he fo highly ^^— ""v""*— ^ 
boafted. The next inroad made by the En^lifh, (hewed '545* 
the vanity of Evers's hopes. This general led abotn five 
thoufand men into Tiviotdale, and was employed in ra- 
v*g'"& tha< courKry ; when intelligence was brought him, 
that fome Scots forces appeared near the abbey of Mel- 
rols. Angus iiad excited the regent to more a6iivity; 
and a proclamation b^ing iffued for ^(Tembling the troopt 
of the neighbouring counties, a confiderable body had re- 
paired to the public ftandaid. Norman Lefly, fon to 
the earl of Rothes, had alio joined the army with fomc 
volunteers from Fife; and he infpired courage into the 
whole, as well by this accefllon of force, as by his per* 
fonal bravery and intrepidity. In order to bring their 
troops to the neccflity of a fteady defence, the Scots lea- 
ders ordered all their cavalry to difmount; and they rc- 
folved to wait, on fomc high grounds at Ancram, the af- 
fault of the Englifli. The Englilh, whofe part fuccef- lytb Ftt. 
fes had taught them too much to dcfpifc the enemy, 
thought, when they faw the Scots army led off the field, ' 
that th^ whole army was retiring; and they haftened to 
attack thcni. The Scots received them in good order; 
and being favoured by the advantage of the ground, as 
well as by the furprize of the Englilli, who exp*61ed no 
refiftance, they foon put them to flight, and purlued them 
with confiderable (laughter, Evers and Latoun were 
both killed, and above a thoufand men were made prifon- 
crs. In order to fupport ^he Scots in this war, Francis, 
Ibme time after, fent over a body of auxiliaries, to the 
number of three thoufand five hundred men, under the 
command of Montgomery, lord of Lorges ^. Reinforced 
by thefc Iviccours, the regent aflfembled an army of 
fifteen thoufand mer. at Haddmgton, and marched thence 
to ravage the eaft borders of Enghnd. He laid all wafte 
wherever he came ; and having met with nd confiderable 
refiftance, he retired into his own country, and difperfed 
liis army. The earl of Hertfiord, in revenge, committed 
ravages on the middle and weft marches ; and the war on 
both fides was fignalized, rather bv the ills inflifted 'on 
the eneniy, thao by any confiderable advantage gained 
by either party. 

The ' 
^^ Bttchanan, lib. 15. Drummond. 
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The war like wife between France and England was 
not diilinguilhed this year \>y any n)emorable event, 
Francis had equipped a 6eet ot ^bove two hundred fail, 
bcfidesgallies; and having embarked fppne land forces on' 
board, he fent them to niake a defcent in England ^, 
They failed to the Ifle of Wight, where they found the 
Englifh jBeet lying at anchor in St. Helens. It confiftej 
not of above a hundred fail ; and the admiral thought it 
mod advifeable to remain iu that road, in hppes pf draw- 
ing the French into the narrow paffages ^nd rocks, which 
were unknovnTn to them, The two fleets (rannonaded one 
another for two days; and except the finking of the 
Mary Rofe, one of the largeft fhips of the EngUfh fleet^ 
the damage on both fides was inconfiderablc. The French 
landed troops in the Ifle of Wight, and committed ra-r 
vages; bur being repullcd by tlie militia of the country^ 
they retired to their (hips, which foon after fet fail for 
France. They were again driven by the wind on the 
coaft of England, where they met with th^ Englifli fleet j 
and a new cannonading enfued, which proved no more 
decifive than the foregoing. It was indeed fcarc^ pofli- 
ble, that a fleet at th^t time cpuld, without boarding^ 
gain any confiderable advantage oyer the enemy. The 
cannon were comrrvonly fo ill ferved, that a French wri-s 
ter of memoirs *^ obferves, as a circumftanre fomewhat 
fingular, that each of thefe numerous fleets, in a twq 
hours' engagement, fired full three hundred (hot. One 
fmail veflel in our time could» without difficulty, do thrice 
as much. 

Francis's chief intention, in equipping fo great 2^ 
fleet, was to prevent the Englifh from throwing fuccours 
into Boulogne, which he intended to befiege 5 and for 
that purpole, he ordered a fort to be built, by which he 
propofed to block up the harbour. After a confiderable 
lois of money and tin^e, the fort was found fo ill con- 
ftrufled, that he was obliged to abandon it j and though 
he had broi^ght together, on that frontier, an army of 
near forty thoufand men, he was not able t© eflFeft any 
confiderable enterpnze. He broke into the territory of 
Oye, an extent of country, which lies near Calais, and 
which ferved commonly tp fupply the garrifon with pro- 
vifions; arid he laid it entirely waftc by fire and fword. 

Several 

^Beleair. Memoirs du Bellay. ^ Dc Langey. 
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Several ikirmifties enfued between the French and Eng- CHAP, 
jlifh^ in one of which the duke of Aumale received a re- XXXIIL 
markable wound. A lance was run into his head between '^-^v^-^*-^ 
his eye and nofe; and notwithftanding that the lance <54S* 
^roke^ and the head ols it remained in the wound, he 
was not difmjOunted by fo vk>lent a (hock; and the head 
of the jajicc being extracted by a (kilful furgeon, Aumale 
atterwards recoyered, and rendered himfelf extremely 
famous under the name of duke of Guife. Henry, in 
order to defend his poiTeifions in France, had levied four- 
teen thaufand Germans; who having marched to Fleu- 
nnes in thic biOiopric of Liege, found that they could 
advance no farther. The emperor would not allow them 
a paflfage through his dominions: They received intelli- 
gence jof a fuperior army on the fide of France ready to 
intercept them : Want of occupation and of pay foon 
bred a mutiny among them : And having feized the Eng«« 
lifh cofnmi^Taries as a fecurity for arrears, they retreated 
into tKeir crwn country. There feems to have been fome 
' want of forefight in this expenftve armament. 

The great expellee of thefe two wars, maintained by 23// A^. 
Henry, obliged him to fummon a new pariiament. The Aparlia-t 
(Commons granted him a fubftdy^ payable in two years, ment. 
of two fliillings a pound on land ^ : The fpirituality voted 
him fix (hillings 9 pound. Put the parliament, appre* 
lienfive left more demands (hould be made upon them, 
(endeavoured to fave themfelves by a very extraordinary 
liberality of other people's property ; and in one vote 
they beftowed on the king all the revenues of the uni- 
verfuy, as well ^ of the chauntries, free chapels ^y and 
hofpitals, Henry was pleafed with this conceflion, as it 
cncreafed his pov^r; but he had no intention of defpoil- 
ing learning of all her endowments; and he foon took 
^are to inform the univerfities, that he meant not to 

touch 

* Thofe who pofTefled goods or money, abovtf five pounds 
and below ten« were to pay eight pence a pound : Thofe above 
icn pounds, a fhilling. 

''' A chauntry was a little church, chapel, or particular altar 
In fome cathedral church, &c. endowed with lands or other re- 
venues for the maintenance of one or more priefts, daily to fay 
niafs or perform divine fervice, for the ufe of the founders, or 
fuch others as they appointed : Free chapels w^e independent 
on any church, and endowed for much the fame purpofc as the 
former. Jacob's Law Didt. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

.touch their revenues. Thus ihefe antient and celebrated 
eilablifhiTienis oue their fubfilbng to the gcnerofity of 

' I he king, not to the protedion of this feivile and prpfti- 
'545* lute parliament. 

The proftitute fpirit of the parliament appeared far- 
ther ih the preamble of a ftatute " ; in which they re- 
cognize the king tb have always been, by the word of 
God,' fupreme head of the church of England ; and ac- 
knowledge, that archbiihops, biihops, and other ecciefi- 
artical perfons, have no manner of jurildi6lion but by his 
royal mandate : To him alone, fay they, and fuch per- 
fons as he (hall appoint, full authority and power is given 
from above to hear and determine all manner of caulcs 
ecclefiaftical, and to coi re^ all manner of hereiies, er- 
rors, vices, and fins whatfoever. No mention is here 
made of the concurrence of a convocation, nor tven of 
a parliament. His proclamations are acknowledged to 
have, not only the force of law, but the authority of 
r».velation; and by his royal power he may regulate the 
anions of men, controul their words, and even dired 
their inward fentiments.and opinions.* 
Zifb Dec, The king made in perfon a fpeech to the parliament 
on proroguing them ; w4iere, after thanking ihen< for 
their loving attachment to him, which, he faid, equalled 
what was ever paid by their ancd^ors to any king of Eng- 
knd, he complained of their diflfcnlions, ditputesand ani- 
mofities in religion. He told them, that the feveral pul- 
pits were become a kind of batteries againft each other; 
and that one preacher called another heretic and anabap- 
til', which wa«i retaliated by the opprobrious appelUrwBS 
of papift and hypocrite: That he had permitted his peo- 
ple the ufe of the Scriptures, not in order to funiifh 
them material? for difpute and railing, but that he m>ght 
stable them to inform their confciences an4 inftrufl: their 
children and families : That it grieved his heart to find 
how that precious jewel was proftituted, bv being intro- 
duced inro the converiation of every alehotife and tavern, 
and employed as a pretence for decrying the fpiritual and 
legal paftors : And that he was forry to obferve, that the 
word of God, while it was the obje^ of fo much anxi- 
ous fpeculation, had very litrle influence on their prac- 
tice 'f and that though an imaginary knowledge fo much 

abounded, 
« 37H«.ViIl. C.17. 
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^tboundeJl, charity was daily going to decay ^. The king CHAP* 
gave good advice ; but his own example, by encouraging XXXIII. 
f peculation and diTpute, was ill qualified to promote ^^-— v-^-^ 
that peaceable fubmiffion of opinion, which he recom- »S4^« 
mended. 

Henry employed in military preparations the money 
granted by parliament; and he fent over the earl of 
Hertford, and lord Lifle the admiral to Calais, with a 
body of nine thoufand men, two thirds of which confift- 
ed of foreigners. Some Ikirmilhes of fmall moment en- , 
fued with the French; and no hopes of any confidera- 
ble progrefs could be entertained by either fide. Henry, 
whofeanimofity againft Francis was not violent, had given 
fiifficient vent to his humour by this (hort war; and find- 
ing, that from his great encreafe in corpulence and decay 
in ftrength, he could not hope for much longer life, he 
was defirous . of ending a quarrel, which might prove 
dangerous to hia kingdom during a minority. Francis, 
like wife, on his part, was not averfe to peace with Eng- 
land ; becaufe, having lately loft his fon, the duke of 
Orleans, he revived his antient claim upon Milan, and jtb June. 
forcfaw, that hoftilities muft foon, on that account, break P^ace 
out between him and the emperor. Commiffioners, wiVA 
therefore, having met at Campe, a fmall place between ^'"^'""^ 
Ardres and Guifnes, the articles were foon agreed on, ^"^•^^^^ 
and the peace figned by them. The chief conditions 
were, that Henry ftiould retain Boulogne during eight 
years, or till the former debt due by Francis ftiould be 
paid. This debt was fettled at two millions of livres, be- 
ildes a claim of 500,000 livres, which was afterwards 
to be adjufted. Francis took care to comprehend Scot- 
land in the treaty.' Thus all that Henry obtained by a 
war, which coft him above one million three hundred 
and forty thoufand pounds fterling ", was a bad fecurity 
for a debt, which was not a third of the value. 

The king, now freed from all foreign wars, had lei- 
fure to give his attention to domcftic affairs; particularly 
to the eftablifliment of uniformity in opinion, on which 
he was fo intent. Though he allowed an Englifli tranf- 
lation of the Bible, he had hitherto been very careful to 
keep the mafs in Latin ; but he was at laft prevailed with 
to permit, that the Litany, a confiderable part of the 

public 

^ Hall, fol. 261. Herbert, p. 534. • Herbert, Stowe. 
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CHAP, public fcrvice, (hould be celebrated in the vulgar tongue 5 
XXXIII. and by this innovation, he excited anew the hopes ot the 
^*"'""v-^-^ reformers, who had been fomewhat difcouraged by the 
*546' feverity of the law, which enaded the fix articles. One 
petition of the new Litany was a prayer to favc us from 
tie tyranny 0/ the hijbop of Rome, and from all Us detejia* 
ble enormities, Cranmer employed his credit to draw- 
Henry into farther innovations ; and he took advantage 
of Gardiner's abfencc, who was fent in an embafiy to 
the emperor : But Gardiner, having wrote to the king, 
that, if he carried his oppofition againft the catholic re- 
ligion to greater extremities, Charles threatened to break 
off all commerce with him, the fuccefs of Cranmer's 
projefis was for that time retarded. Cranmer loft this 
year the moft fmcere and powerful friend, whom he pof- 
feffed at court; Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk: The 
queen-dowager of France, fpoufe to Suffolk, had died ' 
fome years before. This nobleman is one inftance, that 
Henry was not altogether incapable of a cordial and ftea- 
dy friendlhip ; and Suffolk ieems to have been entirely 
worthy of that favour, which, from his earlieft youth, 
he had enjoyed with his roafter. The king was fittii^ 
in council when informed of Suffolk's death ; and he 
took that occafion both to exprefs his, own forrow for the 
lofs, and to celebrate the merits of the deceafcd. He 
declared, that, durifig the whole courfe of their correfr 
pondence, his brother-in-law had never made one attempt 
to injure an adverfary, and had never whifpered a word 
to the difadvaniage of any perfon. << Is there any of you, . 
" my lords, who can fay as much ?'* When the king 
fubjoined theie words, he locked round in all their faces, 
and faw that confufion, which the confcioufnefs of fecrct 
guilt naturally threw upon them ^. 

Cranmek. himfelf, when bereaved of this fupport, 
was the more expofed to thofe cabals of the courtiers, 
which the oppofition of party and religion, joined to the 
ufual motives of intereft, rendered fo frequent among 
Henry's minifters and counfellors. The catholics took 
hold of the king by his pafllon for orthodoxy ; and they 
reprefented to him, that, if his laudable zeal for inforcing 
the truth met with no greater fuccefs, it was owing al- 
together to the primate, ivhofe example and encourage- 
ment were, in reality, the fecret fupports of herefy. 

Henry, 
. ^ Coke V Ind. cap. 99, 
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Henry, feeing the point to which they tended, feigned a C H A P- 
compliance, and defired the council to make enqui/r in* XXXIII. 
to Crannner's condud; promifing that, if he was found ^"■'"'^''T*^ 
guilty, he would fend him to the tower, and bring him *54^- 
to condign puniftiment. Alt the world now gave the 
primate for loft; and his old friends, from mercenary 
views, as well as the oppofite party, from animofity, be- 
gan to (hew him marks of ncgled and difregard. He 
was obliged to ftand fever^l hoiurs among the lacqueys at 
the door of the council- chamber, before he could be ad- 
mitted ; and when he was at laft called in, he was told, 
that they had determined to fend him to the tower. 
Crarat^er faid, that he appealed to the king himfelf; and 
finding his appeal difrcgarded, he produced a ring, which 
Henry had giv^n him as a pledge of favour and protec- 
tion. The council were confounded; and when they 
came before the king, he reproved them in the fevcreft 
terms, and told them, that he was well acquainted with 
Cranmer*s merit, as well as with their malignity and en- 
vy: But hp was determined tocrufh all their cabals, and 
to teach them, by the #evereft difcipline, fince gehtle me- 
thods were in vain, a more dutiful concurrence in pro-* 
motiog his fervice. Norfolk, who was Cranmer's capital 
enemy, apologized for their conduQ, and faid, that their 
only intention was to fet the primate's innocence in i full 
light, by bringing him to an open trial: ".Aild Henry 
obliged them all to embrace him, as a fign of theiFc6rjfliaI 
reconciliation. The mild temper of Cranmer rend<^red 
this agreement more fincerc on his part, than is ufual ia 
&ch forcfcd xompliances ». 

But though Henry's favour 'for Cranmer rendered P^rficu* 
fruttlefs all ^ccufations againft hini, his pride and peevifli- ti$ms, 
ncfs, irritated by his declining ftate of health, carried 
him to punifli with frefli feverity all othei-s who pre- 
fumed to entertain a different opinion from himfelf, par- 
ticularly in the capital point of the real prefence. Anne 
Afcue, a.^oung woman of merit as well as beauty^, 
who had connexions with the chief ladies at court, and 
with the qiieen herfelf, was accufed of dogmatizing on 
that delicate article;" and Henry, inftead of having indul- 
gence to the weaknefs of her fcx and age, was but the 

more 

^ Burnet, vol. i. p. 343, 344. lAotiq. Brit, in vita Cranm. 
^ Bale, Speed, 780. 
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CHAP, more provoked^ that a woman (hould dare to oppofc hit 
XXXIII. theological fentiments. She was prevailed on^ by Bon- 
«*-— V-*— > ner's menaces, to make a feeming recantation j but flic 
1546. qualified it with fomc referves, which did not fatisfy that 
zealous prelate. She was thrown into prilbn, and there 
employed herfelf in compofing prayers and difcourfes, 
by which flie fortified her refolution to endure the utmoft 
extremity rather than relinquifh her religious principles. 
She even wrote to the king, and told him, that as to the 
Lord's Supper, (he believed as much as Chrift himfelf 
had faid of it, and as much of his divine do^riae as the 
catholic church had required: But while ihe could not 
be brought to acknowledge an affent to the king's expli- 
cations, this declaration availed her nothing, and was ra- 
ther regarded as a frefli infult. The chancellor, Wrio- 
thefely, who had fucceeded Audlcy, and who was much 
attached to the catholic party, was fent to examine her 
with regard 10 her patrons at court, and the great ladies 
who were in correfpondence with her: But (he main- 
tained a very laudable fidelity to her friends, and >yould 
confefs jioihing. She was pt|t to the torture in the moft 
barbarous manner, and continued ftill refolute in pre- 
ferving fecrecy. Some. authors ' add a very extraordina- 
ry circum (lance: That the chancellor, who ftood by,, 
ordered the. lieutenant of; the tower to ftrctch the rack 
ftill fartlier;' but the liputpnant refufed con^pljance with 
that , cruelty! The chancellor menaced hini; bqt met 
with 41 new.refufal: Upof| which that magiftrate, who 
was otherwife a perfon of mpn^, but intoxicated with re- 
ligious zeal, put his own hand to the rack^^^ncj drew it 
fo ^violently that he almoft tore her body afunder. Her 
conftancy ftill furpaflecj the barbarity of her perfecutors, 
^nd they found all .their efforts to be bafHed. She was 
then condemned to be burned alive; anji being fo diflo- 
cated by the rack, th^t fte could n9t ftand, fhe was car- 
ried to the ftake in 9 chair. Together with her, were 
conduQed Nich(?las Belenian, a prieft, John Laflels of 
the king's family, and John Adams a taylpr, who had 

7 [ ' ^^^. 

^ F*nx, vol. ii. p. S78. Speed, p. 780. Baker, \p. 299. 
But Burnel queftions the trutKof this circninftance : Fox, how- 
ever, tranfcribes her own paper, where i!ie relates it. I mud 
Qwn, in juftice to the king» that he difapprovcd of Wriorbefelj^s 
condufly and conuQ^nded the Ikutedanr. 
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been condemned for the fame crimp to the fame paniffi- CHAP, 
ment. They were all tied to the (lake; and in that ' XXXIll. 
dreadful fituation, the chancellor fent to inform them, ^^ — ^'T^^ 
that their pardon was ready drawn and figned, and (hould ^54^ 
inftantly be given them, if they would merit it by a re- 
cantation. They only regarded this ^ ffer as a new orna- 
ment to their crown of martyrdom ; and they faw with 
tranquillity the executioner kindle the flames, which con- 
fumed them. Wriothefcly did not confider, that this 
public and noted fituation interefled their honour the 
more to maintain a fteady perfeverance. 

Though the fecrecy and fidelity of Anne Afcuc 
laved the queen from this peril, (he foon after fell into » 
new danger, from which (lie very narrowly efcaped,r 
There was an ulcer broke out In the kifg's leg, which> 
added to his extreme corpulency and his bad habit of bo- 
dy, began both to threaten his life, and' to render him^ 
even more than ufual, pecvifh and paiTiofiate. The 
queen, during this lime, attended him with the moft ten- 
der and dutiful care, and endeavoured, by every foothing- 
art and compliance, to allay thofe gufts of humour, to 
which he was become fo fubjeft. His favourite topic of 
converfetion was theology; and Catherine, whofe good 
fenfe mad^ her capable of difcopriing on any fubjeQ, was 
frequently ehgaged in the argument; and being fecretljr* 
ioctined to the principles of the reformers, Ave unwarily" 
difcovered too much of her mind on thefe occafiofts. Heri- 
ry, highly provoked; that (he (hould prefume to diffFer 
from him, made complaints* of herobftinaoy to Gardi- 
ner, who gladly laid hold of the opportunity to inflame 
the quarpel. * He praifed the king'^ anxious care for pre- 
ferving the ©rth^Jdbxy of hi% ftibjeas ; and rfeprefenfed, 
that the more elevated the perfdn was who waschaftifed^ 
and the more near to his perfon, the greater terror would 
the example ftrUce into every one, and moregloriou* 
would the facrifice appear to all pofterity. The chan- 
cellor, being confulted, was engaged by religious zeal to 
fecond thefe topics; and Henry, hurried on by his own 
impetuous tenriper> and encouraged by hts counfellors, 
went fo far as to order articles of impeachment to be 
drawn up againft his confort, Wriothefely executed • 
his commands; and foon after brought the paper to 
him to b^ figned : For as it was high treafon to throw 
dander upon the queen, he might otherwife have been 

queftioned 
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CHAP. <lue(lioDed for his temerity. In going home, he chanced 
XXXin. to drop this important paper from his pocket; and a» 

^— v*^> fome perfon of |he queen's party found it> it was imme- 

. 1546. diately carried to her. ' She was fenfible of the extreme 
danger, to which ihe was expofed ; but did not defpair 
of being able, by her prudence and addrefs, dill to elude 
the efforts of her enemies. She paid her ufual vifit to 
the king, and found him in a noore ferene dtfpofition thaa 
ihe had reafon to exped. He entered on the fuiije^,. 
which was fo familiar to him ; and he teemed to chai^ 
lenge her to an argument in divinity. She gently de-' 
dined the converfation, and obferved, that fuck profound 
Ipeculations were ill fuited to the natural rmbeeiUity of 
her fex. ' Women, (he faid, by their firft creation, were 
made fubjed to mm : The male was created after the 
image of God ; the female after the image of the male ;; 
It belonged to the huiband to choofe principles for tils' 
wife; the wife's duty was, in alt cafes, lo adopt impli- 
citly the fentiments of her hufcand: And as to hcrfelf, it 
was doubly her duty, being bleft with a huft>and> who wa» 
qualified, by his judgment and learqing, not only to> 
choofe principles for his own family, bm for the moft 
wife and knowing of every nation. ** Npt fo ! by St» 
** Mary," replied the king, ** you are no¥K become a 
*' dodor, Kate ; and Jbeiter fitted to give th^ receive 
*^ inAruQion.*' She meekly replied, that (he was fen- 
fible how Uttle (he was intitled to thefe praifes; thae 
though (he ufually declined not any conv.erfation, how- 
ever fublime, when propofed by his majefty, (he well 
knew,. that her conceptions could fcrve np*othei'j>drpofe - 
than to give him a little mo^neptary amufement ; that (he 
Cound the converfation apt to languifh when not revived 
by ibmeoppofition, and (be had ventured fometimes to 
feign a contrariety of fentiments, in order to give him the 
ple^sfure pt refuting her ; and that (he alfo propofed, by 
thi^ innocent artifice, to' engage him in topics, whence, 
ihe had obfei ved by frequent experience, that flie reaped 
profit and inftruQion. ^* And is it fo, fweet-heart ?'* 
i;eplied the king, *« then we are perfe£k friends again." 
He embraced her with gre^t aflPeSion, and fent her a- 
• way with afliirances of his proteSion and kindnefs. Her 
cnemieg, who knew nothing of this fudden change, pre- 
pared next day to convey her to the tower, purfuant to 

the 
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the king's warrant. Henry and Catherine were con- C,H A P. 
Verfing amicably in the garden, when the chancellor ap« XXXill. 
peared with forty of the purfuivants. The king fpoke to ^— ^^-^-^ 
him at fomc diftance from her ; and fcemed to expoftulate ^ S4^* 
with him in the fevered manner: She even over- heard 
the terms of knave, fool, and heajl, wliich he very hberaU 
ly beftowed upon that magiftrate ; and then ordered him 
to depart his prefence. She aftery^ards^ inter pofed to mi- 
tigate his anger : He faid to her, " Poor foul ! you know 
** not how Utile intitled this man is to your good offices." 
From thenceforth, the queen, having narrowly efcaped 
fo great a dinger, was careful not to offend Henrjf's hu- 
hiour by any cohtradiQion; and Cardinerj whofe malict 
had cndeavouied to widen the breach, could never after- 
wards recover his favour and good opinion •. 

But Henry's tyrannical difpofition, foUredby ill healthy 
bgrft out foon after to the deftruSion of a man, who pof- 
feJQfed a much fuperior rank to that of Gardiaer. The 
duke oF Norfolk and his father^ during this whole rcjgn^ 
and even a great part of the foregoing, had been regarded 
as the greateft fubjeds in the kingdom, and had rendered 
y^ery cortfiderable fervices to the crown. The duke him-^ 
felf had in his youth diftinguiflied himfelfby naval enter- 
prizcs : He had much contributed to the viflory over the 
Scots at Flouden : He had fupprelTed a dangerous rebel- 
lion in the North ! And he had always done his part with 
honour in all the expeditions againft France. Fortune 
feemed to ^onfpire with his own indufir^, in raiftng hin) 
to the higheft elevation^ By the favours heaped on him 
from the crown> he had acquired an immenfe eftttes 
The king had been fucceflively married to two of his 
nieces ; and the king?* natural fob, the duke of Rich- 
mond, had married his daughter: Befides his defcedt 
from the antietit family of the Moubrays, by which he 
was allied to the throne^ he had efpoufed a daughter of 
the duke of Buckingham, who was dcfcended by a fe- 
male from Edward the third : And as he was believed ftill 
to adhere fecretl/to the antient religion, he was regard- 
ed, abroad and at home^ as the head of the catholic par- 
ty. But all ihcfe circumftances, in proportion as they 
exalted the duke, provoked the jealoufy of Henry ; and 

Vol. IV. Ct h^ 

® Burnet, vol. i. p. 344. Herbert, p. 560. Speed> p. 780; 
t^^x'i Ads and Monuments^ vol. ii. p. 58; 
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CHAP, he forcfaw danger, daring his fon*8 mhioricy, both t^ 

XXXIII. to the public tranquillity, and the new ecclefiaflicai fjf* 

^'-— v^^-' lem, from the attempts of fo potent a fubjeS. But no- 

'546* thing tended more to expofe Norfolk to the king's ven- 

geance^ than the prejudices, which Henry had entenain- 

td againft the earl of Surrey, fon to that nobleman. 

Surrey was a young man of the mod promiHng 
hopes, and had diftinguiibed hinvfelf by every accom- 
. plifliment, which became a fcholar, a courtier and a fuU 
dier. He excelled in all the military exercifcs, which 
were then in reqnell : He encouraged the ^e arts by his 
patronage and example : he had made fome fucceisful at- 
tempts in poetry ; and being fmic with the-romantic gal- 
lantry of that age> he celebrated the praifes of his miilrefs, 
by his pen and his lance» in every mafqoe and tourna-^^ 
ment. His fpirit and ambition were equal to hts talents 
and his quality ; and he did not always regulate his con- 
AuQl by that caution and referve^l which his fituation re« 
quired. He had been left governor of Boulogne, when 
that town was taken by Henry j but though his perfonal 
bravery was unqueftioned, he had been unfortunate in 
fome rencounters with the French. The kidg, fome- 
what difpleafed with his condud, had fent over Hertford 
to command in his place ; and Surrey was fo imprudent 
as to drop (omt menacing expreflions againft the mtnifters, 
on account of this affront, which was put upon him. 
And as he had refufed to marry Hertford's daughter, and 
even waved every other propofal of marriage; Henry 
imagined, that he had entertained views of elpoufing the 
lady Mary ; and he was inllantly determined to reprels, 
by the moil fevere expedients, fo dangerous an ambition. 
Actuated by all tbefe motives, and perhaps too in- 
fluenced by thfit old difguft, with which the ill conduS 
, of Catherine Howard had infpired him againft her whole 
family, he gave private orders to arreft Norfolk and Sur- 
rey ; and they were on the fame day confined in the 
izth^f tower. Surrey being a commoner, his trial was the 
Decemb. ttioft expeditious ; and as to proofs, neither parliaments 
1547. nor juries feem ever to have given the leaft attention to 
them in any caufe of the crown, during this whole reign. 
Execution He was accufed, that he had entertained in his family 
$f the ear I {omt Italians who were fu/pe^ed to he fpies; afervant of 
ifSurrej. his had paid a vifit to cardinal Pole in Italy> whence he 

was 
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^zt fufpeSled oi entertained a correfpondence with that C H A P. , 
obnoxious prelate ; he had quartered the arms of Edward XXXIII. 
the Confcffor 00 his fcutcheon, which made him h^fuf- ^^-*'^/"^^^ 
pe^ed of afpiring to the crown, though both he and his ^547* 
anceftors had openly, during the courfe of many years, 
maintained that pradice,'and the heralds had even jufli* 
fied it by their authority. Thcfe were the crimes, for 
which a jury, notwithftanding his eloquent, and Spirited 
defence, condemned this nobleman for high treafon^ and 
their fentencc was foon after executed upon him. 

The innocence of the duke of Norfolk was ftill, if Attainder 
poffible, more apparent than that of his fon; as his fer- of the duke 
vices to the crown had been much greater. His dutchefs, V ^n^ik, 
with whom he lived on bad terms, had been fo bafe 
as to carry intelligence to his enemies of all (he knew 
againft him : Elizabeth Holland, a miftrefs of his, had 
been equally fublervitnt to the defigns of the court: Yet 
with all thefe advantages his accufers difcovered no greater 
crime, than his once faying, that the king was fickly, 
and could not hold out long; and the kingdom was likely 
to fall into diforders, through the divcrfity of religious 
opinians. He wrote a moft pathetic letter to the king, 
pleading his paft fcrvices, and protefting his innocence : 
Soon after he embraced a more proper expedient for ap- 
, peafmg Henry, by making a fubmiflion and confeffion, 
fuch as his enemies required : But nothing could mollify 
the unrelenting temper of the king. He aflembled the par* i^bjan. 
liament, as the fureft and moft expeditious inftrument of 
hi» tyranny ; and the houfe of peers, without examining 
the prifoner, without trial or evidence, paffed a bill of 
attainder againft him, and fent it down to the commons. 
Cranmer, though engaged for many years in an oppoftte 
party to Norfolk, and though he had received many and 
great injuries from him, would have no hand in fo unjufl: 
a profecution ; ancl he retired to his feat at Croydon "^ 
The king was now approaching faft towards his end ; and 
fearing left Norfolk (hould efcape him, he fent a meflfage 
to the commons, by which tie defired them to haften the 
bill, on pretence, that Norfolk enjoyed the dignity of 
earl marftial, and it was neceflary to appoint another, 
who mtght officiate at the enfuing ccfcinony of inftalling 
his (on prince of Wales. The obfequious commons 
0^2 obeyed 

* Burnet, vol. i. p. 348. F#x> 
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CHAP, obeyed bis diredioiiSy though founded on fo frivolous a 
XXXIII. pretence; and the k»Bg> having affixed , the royal afient to 
r^""^^-^^^ the bill by commiffioners^ iilued orders for the execution 
<547*, of Norfolk on the morning of the twenty -ninth of Janu« 
ary. But news being carried to the tower, that the k'mg 
himfelf had expired that night» the lieutenant deferred 
obeying the warrant ; and it was not thought advifeable 
by jbe council to begin a new reign by the death of th» 
greateft nobleman in the kingdom, who had been con- 
demned by a fentence fo unjuil and tyrannical. 

The king's health had been long in a declining (late ; 
but for feveral days all . thofe near him plainly faw his 
end approaching. He was become fo froWard, that no 
one duril inform him of his condition ; and as fome per- 
fons, during this reign, had undergone the punifhment of 
traitors for foretelling the king's death S every one was 
afraid, left, in the tranfports of his fury, he might, on 
this pretence, infliS death on the author of fuch friend- 
ly inielligcnce. At laft. Sir Anthony Denny ventured to 
difclofe to him the fatal fecret^ and exhorted him to pre- 
pare for the fate which was awaiting him. He exprelTed 
his refignation ; and defired that Cranmer might be fen^ 
for: But before that prelate arrived, he was fpeecbiefs, 
though he flill feeroed to retain his fenfes. Cranmer de- 
fired him to give fome fign of dying iii the faith of 
Chrifl : He fqueezed the prelate's hand, and immediate^ 
ly expired} after a reign of thiriy-fcvcn years and nine 
months: and in the (ixty-fixth year of his st^. 

Thx king had made his .will near a month before hit 
deceafe; in which\he confirmed the defttnatton of par- 
liament, by leaving^he, crown firft to prince Edward, 
then to the lady Mary, next to the lady Elizabeth-: The 
two princefTes he obliged, under penalty of forfeiting 
their title to the crown, not to marry without the confent 
of the council, which he appointed for the government 
of his minor fon. After his own children, he fettled the 
fuccciTipn on Frances Brandon, ipardiionefs- of Dorfet^* 
eldeft daughter to his fiflcr, the French queen ; then on 
Eleanor, countefs of Cumberland, the fecond daughter. 
Jn paffing over the poflerity of the queen of Scots, his 
eldeft fifler, he made ufe of the power obtained from par- 
liament ; but as he fubjoined, that^ after the failure of 

the 

* Lanquetli Epttome of chronicles in the year 1541. 
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the French queen's pofterity,' the crown ihould defcend CHAP* 
to the -next lawful heir, it afterwards became a queftion, XXXIII. 
whether thefe words could be applied to the Scottifti line. ^— v*-^ 
It was thought, that thefc princes were not the next heirs '547* 
after the houfe of Suffolk, but before that houfe; and' 
that Henry, by expcefling himfelf in this manner, meant 
entirely to exclude them. The late injuries which Iw 
had received from the Scots, had irritated him extremely 
againftthat nation; and he maintained to the laft that 
charafter of violence and caprice, hy which his life had 
been fo much diftinguifhed. Another circumftance of hit 
will may fuggeft the fame reflexion with regard to the 
ilrange contrarieties of his temper and condud : He left 
money for mafles to be faid for delivering his foul from 
purgatory ; and though he deftroyed all thofe inftitutiofts, 
•eftablifhed by his anceftors and others, for the benefit of 
fieir fouls; and had even left the doSrine of purgatory 
doubtful in ail the articles of faith, which he promulgated 
during his latter years ; he wAs yet determined, when 
matters came to the laft, to take care, at iea(^, of his 
own future repofe, and to adhere to the iafer fide of the 
<}ueftion ^. 

Jt isdHGcult to give a juft iummary of this prince's //// c5«- 
qualifies: He wtis fo diflFerent from himfelf in cKfFercnt r^^w. ^ 
parts of his reign, that, as is well remarked by lord 
Herbert, his hiftory is his beft charaSer and defcription. 
The abfolute, Mncootrouled authority which he maintain- 
ed at home, and the regard which he acquired amonlg 
foreign nations, are circuradances, which entitle him to 
the appellation of a great prince ; while his tyranny and 
cruelty exclude htm from the charader of .a gocid one. 
He pofleffed, indeed, great vigour of mind, which qua- . ^ 

lificd him for exercifing dominion over men ; courage, 
intrepidity, vigilance, inflexibility: And though thefe ' * 

qualities lay not always under the guidance of a regular 
and folid judgment, they were accompanied with good 
parts, and an extenfive capacity 5 and every one dreaded 
a conteft with a man, who was known never to yield or 
to forgive, and ^yho, in every controverfy, was deter- 
mined, either to ruin himfelf or his antagonift. A cata- 
logue of his vices would comprehend many of the worft 

qualities 

* See his will in Fuller, Heyler, and Rymer, p. 1 10. There 
is no reafonable groupd to (iifpe^t its authenticity. 
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C H A ?. qualities incident to human nature : Violence, cruelty, 
XXXIIl. profufion, rapacity, inji|ftice| ob(linacy, arrogance, bi* 
^"**"V**-^ gotry, prefumption, caprice : But neither was he fubjeft 
lS47* fo all thefc vicps in the nnoft evreme degree, nor was he, 
lit intervals, altogether devoid of virtues : Hp was fin- 
cere, open, gallant, (iber^lt and capable at leaft of ^ 
temporary frjendlbip and-attachment. In this refpeS he 
was unfortunate, th^r the incidents pf his time fcrved tQ 
difplay his fauhs in their full light : The treatment which 
he met wjth from the covirt of Rome, provoked him tq 
violence ; the danger pf a revolt fronn his fuperftitious 
fubjeds, feemed to require the mo(l extreme fcverity, 
But it muft, at the fame tiqfie, be acknowledged, that 
his fituation tended to throw an additional luflre on what 
was great and magnanimous in his charaSer ; The emu- 
lation between the emperor and the prenph king render- 
ed his alliance, nptwithftanding his impolitic condud, of 
great importance in Europe : The cxtenfive powers of 
his prerogative, and the fubmiffive, x\ox to fay (lavifti, 
dirpofitipp of his parliament, made it the more eafy for 
him to afliime and maintain that entire dominion, bv 
which hi^ reign is fp pfiqch ^ifting^iflle4 in the Englifli 
hi (lory. 

It nr^^y feeni a littje ^xtraofdinary, that, notwitl^ftand- 
ing his cruelty, his extprtiop, his violence, his arbitrary 
adminiftratipn, this prince nqt only acquire^ thf regard 
of his fqbjeds ; .but never was thp objeft pf theif hatr?^ ; 
He Teems even in fome degree to have poflefftd, to the 
jaft, their love ^nd afFefition ^. His exterior qualities were 
fti^antageous, and fit to captivate the niuititude: Hi^ 
magnificence and perfpnal bravery rendered him illuftrir 
pus in vplgaf eyes; And it may bef^id, with trqth, that 
the Engliih in that age were fo thoroughly fubdued, that, 
like twftern {laves, they were inclined to admire ihofe 
aSs of violence and tyranny, which w^re ex^ercifed over 
themfelves, at their own expencc. 

With regard to foreign ftates, Henry appears long to 
have fupporte4 an intercourfij of fricnd(hip with FraRciS| 
more fincere and difinterfsfted than lifually takes plac? 
between neig|ibouring princes. Their common jealcufy 
pf the emperor Charles, and fbme refemblance in their 
charaQers, (though the comparifon fets the French mo- 
narch in a vpry fpperior and advantageous light) ferye(| 

^ Strype, yol. i. p. 389. 
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•s the cement of their mutual amity. Francis is faid to C H A P- 
iiave been afFefted with the king's deaths and to have XXXIII. 
cxprcffe^ much regret for the lofs. His own heahh be- '^— ^/-**-' 
gao to decline: He foretold, that he fhould not long fur- '547« 
vive his friend^: And he died in about two months af- 
ter him, 

THE«.f: were ten parliaments fummoned by Henry 
VIII. and twenty-three feflions held. The whole time 
in which thefc parliaments fyt dtifing this long reign, ex- 
4;eeded not three years and a half. It amounted not to a 
year during the mft twenty years. The innovations in 
religion obliged him afterwards to call thefe aflemblief 
more* frequently : But though thefe were the mod: impor- 
tant tranfaSions that ever fell undeF the cognizance of 
parliament, th^ir devoted attachment to H^nry*s will, 
added to their earned defire of returning fopn to their 
country feats, produced a very quick difpatch of the bills, 
and made the feflions of fliQft duration. All the king's 
caprices were, indeed, blindly complied with, and np 
regard was paid to the fafcty or liberty of the fubjeft. 
l^efides the violent profecution of whatever he was pleafed 
to call herefy?^ the laws of tceafon were multiplied be- 
yond all fornxer precedent^ Even words to the difparage- 
mcnt of the Jung, cjueen, or royal iffue, were fubjefted 
to that penalty I and fp little care wai taken in framing 
thefe rigorous ftatute§, that they contain obvious contra- 
dictions; infomuch, that, had they beco> flri?aiy exe-? 
cuicd^ evecy man, without exception, muft have fallen. 
Wd^r the penalty oC trca/on. By one ftatute ^9 for in- 
fiance,. it was 'declared treafon to afiert the validity of 
the king's niarriage, either with Catherine of Arragoo^. 
Of An^e Bolcyn : By aiH>tb^^ \ it was treafon to fay any 
thing to the difparagement or flander of th< princeffes^ 
Mary ii^nd. Elirabcth; a,nd to call tbcijxfpurious would^ 
no doubt,^ bp conilrued to their flander.. Nor would even 
a profound filencjQ, with regard to. thefe delicate points,, , 
be able to faye a, perfon from fuch penalties. For by the 
former ftatute, whoevei; cefufes to apifwer upon oath to 
any point contained, in that ad, was fubjefled to the pains 
of treafon.. The king, therefore, needed only .to propofe 
to any one a queftipn with regard to the legality of either 

of 

w Le Tliott> « 2.8 Han. VIII. c, 7. ^ S4> 35 Hen. 
VUL c. I. 
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C H A P.of his firft marriages: If the perfon was filent, he u-^aa 
XXXIII. a trakor by law: if he anfwered, eirher in the negative 
^^^^^'^^or in the affirmative, he was no Wis a traitor. So men-: 
*S47* ftrogs were the inconfiftencics, which arole from the in-. 
nous paflions of the kin^, and the flayilh fubmiflion of 
his parhaments. It is hard to fay, whether thef^ contrav 
diSions were owing to Henry'^ precipitancy ^^ or to s^ 
formed defign of tyranny. 
His limvs. It may not be improper to recapitulate whatever is 
memorable in the lUrutes of this reign^ whether with 
regard to police or* coipmerce ; Nothing can better (hewr 
the geniqs of the age than fuch a review of the laws. 

The abolition of the anti^nt religion contribute4 
much to the regular execution of juftice. While the 
catholig fuperftition fubfifted, there was no poffibihty of 
punifhing any crimes in the cle^-gy : The church would 
not allow the magiftrate to tiy the offences of her mem- 
bersji and ftifj cpuld not herlelf infiifit any civil penalties 
^ vpon them. But Henry reftraine^ thefe pernicious im- 

munities : Th^ privilege of clergy was abolifti^d for the 
crimes of petty treafon, murder, and felony, to aH under 
the degree pf a fubdeacon **. Biit the former fuperftiti- 
on not only protected crimes in the clergy: It exempted 
alfo the laity from punifliment, by affording them iheher 
in the churches and fanQuaries. The parliament re'r 
firained thefe abufes. It was firft declared, that no fanc- 
tuaries were allowed in ca^s of high treafon^; next, in. 
tbofe of murder, felony, rapes, burglary, and petty trea- 
fon ^i And it limited them in other particulars ^ 

Thj£ only expedient employed to fupport the military 
fpirit during this age, was the reviving and extending 
feme oldlawsj; enafted for the encpe' agement of archery^ 
pn which the defence of the kinjrdom was fuppofed very 
much to depexid. Every mas ordered to have a bow "^i 
Buts were ordered to be ere^ed in every pari£h " : Anc^ 
every boNvyer was ordered^ for each bow of yew ^hich 
be made, th make two of elm or wich, for the fervice 
of the comn[ion pePple ^. The ufe of croft-bows and 
hand-guns was alfo prohibited^. What rendered the 
/ - Englifti bowmen more fpimidabic was, that they carried 

halberts 

r 23 Hen, VIII. c. i. ^^26 Hen. VIII. c. 13. ^ 32, 
Hen. VIII. c. 12. s ^^ Hen. VIII. c. 14. ^ 3 Hen. 
VJII. c. 3. V Ibid. w ibid, X 3 Hen. VIII. c, 13, 
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Mberts with theniy by which they were enabled, upon CHAP, 
occafion, to engage in clofelBg'n with the enemy ^, Fre- XXXIII. 
quent muflers or arrays were alfo made of the people, ' — -V"*-^ 
even during time of peace; and all men of fubftance *547« 
were obliged to have a complete fuit of armour or har- 
pefs, as it was called ^.. The martial fpirit of the Eng- 
liih, during that age, rendei^d this precaution, it was 
thought, fufEcient for the defence of the nation ; and at 
the king had then an abfolute power of commanding the 
fervice of all his fubjeds, he could prefently, in cafe of 
danger, appoint new officers, and levy regiments, and 
collet an army as numerous as he pleafed. When no 
fadion or divifion prevailed among the people, there Wat 
DO foreign power that ever dared to think of invading 
England. The city of Lon^don alone coufd mufter fif- 
teen thoufand men ^. Pifcipline, however, was an ad^- 
vantage wanting to thefe troops; though the garrifon of 
Calais was a nurfery of officers ; and Tournay firft S 
Bologne afterwards, fefved to encreafe the number. 
Every one, who ferved abroad, was alowed to alienate 
his lands withoet paying any fees^^ A general permiifion 
was granted to difpofe of land by will ^. The parlia* 
incnt were fo little jealous of their privileges, (whick in-t 
deed were, at that lime, fcarce worth preferving) thai 
there is an ^nflance of one Strode, who, becaufe he had 
introduced into the lower houfe fonfie bill regarding tin, 
was very feverely treated by the Stannery.courts of Corn- 
wal : Heavy fines were impofed on hUn ; and upon his 
refufal to pay, he was thrown into a dungeon, loaded 
with irons, and ufed in fuch a manner a« brought his life 
in danger: Yet all the notice which the parliament took 
of this enormity, even in fuch an inferior court, was to 
enad, that no man could be queftioned afterwards for 
. his condua in pa.rliamcnt ^. This prohibition, howe-t 
ver, muft only be extended to the inferior courts : For a* 
to the king and privy council, and ftar-chamber> they 
^ere fcarce bound by any law. 

^ There 

^ Herbert. ^ HalK fol. 234.' Stowe, p. S15 Holing- 
flicd, p. 047. ^ Hall, fol. 235. Holingjlied, p. 547. 
Siowe, p. 577. * Hall, fol. 68. « 14 and 15 Hen. 
VIII. |c. 15. » 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. €,5. * 4 Hen. 
Yin. c. 8,. 
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CHAP. There is a bill of. tonnage and poundage, which 
XXXIII. (hews what uncertain ideas the parliament had formed 
^''-— v^*-^ both of their own privileges and of the rights of the fo- 
>y47- vereign*^. This duty had been voted to every king fincc 
Henry the fourth, during the terim of his own life only ^ 
Yet Henry the eighth had already been allowed to levy 
it fix years without any law ; and tho' there had been 
four parliamems aflembled during that time, no attention 
had been given either to grant it to him regularly, or re- 
ftrain him from levying it. At laft, the parliament re- 
folved to give him that fupply ; but even in this conceffi- 
on, they (hew themfelves plainly at a lofs to determine 
whether they grant it, or whether he has a right of him- 
(elf tolevy it. They fay, that the impofition was made 
to endure during the natural life of the late king, and no 
longer: They, yet blame the merchants who had not 
paid to the prefent king that duty : They obferve, that 
the law for tonnage and poundage was expired ; yet make 
no fcruple to call that impofition the king's due: They 
affirm that he had fuftained great and manifold lofTes by 
thofe who had defrauded him of this duty : And to pro- 
vide a remedy, they vote him that fupply during his life- 
time, and no longer. It is remarkable, that, notwith- 
(laiKlirg this laft clauie, all his fucceflfors, for more than 
a century, continued in the like irregular prafticc: If a 
praQice may deferve that epithet, in which all the worl(} 
acquiefced, and which gave no offence. But when 
Charles the firft attempted to continue in the fame courfe, 
which had now received the fandions of many generati- 
ons, fo much were the opinions of men altered, th^t t 
furious tempert was excited by it; and hiftorians, parti- 
al or ignornnt, ftill reprefent that meafure as a moft 
violent and unprecedented enormity in that unhappy 
prince. 

The king was allowed to make laws for Wales, with- 
out confent of parliamem ". With regard to England^ 
the limitation was little more than a formality, v 

The foreign commerce of England, during this age, 
was moftly confined to the Netherlands. The inhabi- 
tants of the Low Countries bought the Engli(b commodf- 
ties, and diftribute'd them into other parts of Europe 
Hence the mutual dependence of thefc countries on each 
other J and the great lofs fuftained by both, in cafe of a 

rupture. 
T 6 Hen. VIII. c. 14. « 34 Hen. VIII. 
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roptarc. During all the variations of politics, the fove- CHAP, 
reigns ufually avoided the coming to this extremity ; and XXXIII.' 
though the king bore a much greater friendlhip to Fran- ^■^■^•-^*^ 
CIS, the propenfity of the nation always lay towards the *S47- 
jcmperor. 

In 1528, hoftilities commenced between England and 
th'- Low Countries ; but were loon ftopt by mutual agree- 
ment. While the Flemings were not allowed to purchafe 
cloth in England, the Engliih merchants could not buy 
it of the clothiers, and the clothiers were obliged to dil- 
inifs their workmen^ who began to be tumultuous for want 
of bread. The cardinal, to appcafe them, fent for the 
merchants, and ordered thenri to buy cloth as ulual: They 
told him, that they could not diipofe of it as uiual ; and 
iiotwithdanding his menaces, he could get no other an* 
fwer from them ^. An agreement was at Uft made to 
continue the commerce between the ftates, ev^n during 
-war. 

It was not til) the end of this reign that any fallads, 
parrots, tijrnips or other edible roots were produced in 
JEnglanc). A" thefc vegetables were formerly imported 
from Holland and Flanders ^. Queen Catherine, when 
^e wanted ^ ikllad, was obliged te difpatch a meflenger 
Jo thofe countries^ 

The foreign artijficers, in general, much furpafled the 
pngliih in dexterity, induftry, and frugality ; and hence 
jhe violent ^pjmpMty, which the latter, on many occafi- 
ons, e^preffed againft any of the former who were fct- 
l^led in England. They had the aflurance to complain, 
that all their cuftomers went to foreign tradefmen ; and 
in the year 151 7, being moved by the fediiious fermons 
of one doQor Bele, and the intrigues of Lincoln, a bro- 
ker, they raifed an inlurreSion. Tne apprentices, and 
others ot the poorer fort, in London, began by breaking 
open the priibns, where fome perfons were confined for 
infulting foreigners. They next proceeded to the houfe 
of Meu^as, a Frenchman, much hated by them ; where 
they committed great diforders; killed lome of h»s fer- 
vants ; and plundered his goods. The mayor could not 
appeafe them ; nor Sir Thomas More, late under iherifF, 
though much refpefiled in the city. They alfo threatened 
pardinal Wolfey with fome infult ; and he thought it ne- 

cefiiiry 

F JU], folio 174. ^ Andcrfon, vpl. i. p. ^^^. 
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C H A P.ccffary to torii^y his houfe, and put himfclf on his guard. 
XXXni. Tired at lail wiih ihele dilorders, they difperied them- 

^- — ^r^ — ^fclves; and the earls of Shrewfbury and Surrey feized 
»547- lon^eotthem. A proclamation was i flue d, that women 
lliould nbt meet together to babble and talk, and that all 
men ftiould keep their wives in their houfes. Next day 
the duke of Norfolk came into the city, at the head of 
thirteen hundi^d arm^ men,^ and made enquiry into the 
tumult. Bcle and Lincoln, and feveral others, were fent 
to the tower, and condemne#l for tieafon. Lincoln and 
thirteen more were executed. ' The other criminals, to 
the number of four hundred^ were brought before the 
king, with ropes about their necks, fell on their knees, 
and cried for mercy. Henry knew at that time how to 
pardon ; he difmifled them all without further puniih- 
ment ^. 

So great was tjje number, of foreign artiz^ns in the 
city, that at leaft fifteen thoufand Flemings alone were 
at one time obliged to leave it, by an order fr^m the 
council, when Henry became jealous of* their favour for 
queen Catherine '*^. Henry himfelf confeffips, in an edi£l' 
of the ftar-chamber, printed among the ftatutes, tl^at the 
foreigners ftarved the natives; and obliged them from 
idlenefs to have rccourfe to theft, murder, and qthef 
enormities^. He alfo afferts, that the vaft multitudes of 
the foreigners raifed the price of grain and bread \ And 
to prevent the increafe of the evil, ail foieign artificers 
were prohibited to have above two foreigners in their 
houfe, either journcy-nfien or apprentices. A like jea- 
loufy arofe a^ainft the foreign merchanV; and to comply 
with it, a law was ena6ited obliging all denizens to pay 
the duties impofed upon aliens*. The parhament had 
done better to hav'e encouraged foreign merchants and 
artizans to com« over in greater numbers to England ; 
which might have excited the emulation of the natives, 
•^Tii have improved their ikill. The prifptlers in the 
kingcjom, for debts and crimes, are affected in an aft of 
parliament, to be fixty thoufand perfons and above ^; 
which is not credible. Holingflicd afferts that 72,ocx> 
criipinals w#Fe executed during this reign, which would 

amount 

^ Stowe, 505. Holingfhed, 840. '^ Le Grand, volv 
511, p. 232. z 2, Hen. VIII. ^ Ibid. ■ 22 Ibid, 
c.^. ' ^ 3 Ibid. c. 15. 
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amount to nearly 2000 a year. He adds, that in jhcCH A P. 
latter end of Elizabeth's reign there were not executed XXXIU. 
above 400 a year : It appears, that in all England there ^^ — v"***' 
are not executed at prelent fifty. If thcfe fafis be juft, *547» 
there has been a great improvwiient of morals fince the . 
rtign of Henry VIII.* 

There is a remarkable claufe in a ftatute paffed near 
the beginning of this reign ^, by which we might be in- 
duced 10 believe, thai England was extremely decayed 
from the flouYifhing condition, which it had attained in 
preceding times. It had been enaded in the reign of Ed- 
ward the fecond, that no magiftrate in town or borough, 
who by his office ought to keep aflize, fliould during the 
continuance of his magiftracy, fell, either in whole-fale 
€r retail, any wine 6r\i6luals. This law feemed equita- 
ble, in order to prevent fraud or private views in fixing 
the aflize: Yet the law is repealed in this reign. The 
rcafon affigned is, that ** fince the making of that ftatute 
" and orninance, many and the mod part of all the cities, 
*• boroughs, and towns corporate, within the realm 0/ 
** England, are fallen in ruin and decay, and are not in- 
" habited by merchants, and^en of fuch fubftance as at 
<* the time of making that ftatute : For at this day, the 
** dwellers and inhabitants of the fame cities and boroughs 
** are commonly bakers, vintners, fiftimongers, and other 
** viduallers, and there remain few others to bear the 
f' offices." Men have fuch a propenfity to exalt paft 
times above the prefent, that it feems dangerpus to credit 
this reafoning of the^ parliament, without further evidence 
to fupport it. So different are the viewsj in which the 
lame obje& appears, that fome may be inclined to draw 
an oppofite inference. from this faft. A mere regalar 
police- was eflabliflied in the reign of Henry the eighth 
than in any former peridd, and a ftrifter adminiftraiion 
of juftice; an advantage which induced the men of land- 
ed property to leave the provincial towns, and to retire 
into the country. Cardinal Wolfey in a fpeech to parlla- 
. ment, reprefented it as a proof of the increaie of riches, 
that the cuftoms had incrcafed beyond what they werp 
formerly *. 

But if there was really a decay df commerce and in- 
dlttftry, and populoufnefs tn England, the ftatutes of 

this 
» 3 Hen. VIII. c. 5. « Hall, foKo 1 10. 
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CHAP, this reign, except by abolilhing monafteries, retrenching 

XXXIII. holidays, a circumflance of confiderable moment, weie 

^^- — V— ^-^ not in other refpe&s well calculated to remedy the evil. 

*547- The fixing of the wages of artificers was attempted ': 

Luxury in appartl was prohibited, by repeated ftatutcs ^ v 

and probably without fuccefs. The chancellor and other 

minifters were empowered to fix the price of poultry, 

cheeje, and butte'r **. A^llatute was even paffed to fix 

the price of beef, pork, mutton, and veal K Beef and 

pork were ordered to be fold at a halfpenny a pound : 

Mutton and veal at a halfpenny half a farthing. The 

preamble of the ftatutc fays, that ihefe four fpecies of 

butcher's meat were the food of the poorer fort. Th» 

9LSt was afterwards repealed ^, 

The pradice of depopulating the country, by aban* 
doning tillage, and throwing the lands into pafturage, flill 
continued^; as appears by the new laws which were^ 
from time to time, enaded againft that pradice. The 
king was entitled to half the rents of the land, where 
any farm houfes were allowed to go to decay **. The 
unfkilful hufbandry was probably the caufe why the pro- * 
piietors found no profit i% tillage. The number of (heep 
allowed to be kept in one flock, was retrained to two 
thoufand ^. Sometimes, fays the ftatute, one proprietor 
or farmer would keep a flock of twenty-four thoufand. 
It is remarkable, that the parliament afcribes the increa- 
fing price of (heep and mutton, to this increafe of (heep ; 
Becaufe, fays they, the commodity being got into few 
hands, the price of it is raifed at pleafure ®. It is proba- 
ble, that the eflPea proceeded from the daily increafe of 
money : For it is impoflible, that fuch a commodity could 
i^t monopolized. 

In the year 1544, it appears that an acre of good 
land in Cambridgeihire was let at a (hilling, or about fif- 
teen pence of our prefent money ^. This was ten times 
cheaper than the ulual rent at prefent. But commodities 
were nor above three times cheaper: A certain proof of 
the bad hufjbandry is that age. 

Some 

^ 6 Hen. VIU. c 3. ^1 Hen. Vffl. c, 14. 6 Hen. 
Vlll. c. I. 7 Hen. VIII. c. 7. « a^ Hen. VIIL c. 2. 
^ 24 Hen. VIU. c. 3. ^ 33 Hen. VIII. c. 1 1 . *• Strypc, 
vol. i. p. 362. ^ 6 Hen. VIII. c. 5. 7 Hen. VIII. c. ». 
^ 25 Hen. VIII. c. 13. ®Wbid. '.Andtrfon. «oI. t 



P- 374* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HENRY VIII. 239 

Some laws were made with regard to beggars andC K A P* 
vagrants^ one of the circumftances in government^ XXXIII. 
which humanity would moft powerfully recommend to a '— v— •**/ 
benevolent iegiflator ; which feems, at firft fight, the >S47* 
mod eafily adjulted; and which is yet the moil difficult 
to fettle in luch a mai^ner, as to attain the end without 
deftroying induftry. 1 he convents formerly were a fup- 
port to the poor; but at the fame time. tended to encou- 
rage idlenefs and beggary. 

In 15469 a law was made for fixing the jnterefl of 
money at 10 per cent. ; the firft legal iutered known in 
England. Formerly, all loans on intereft were regarded 
asufury. The preamble of this very law treats the in- 
tereft of money as illegal and criminal : And the prejudices 
Aill lemained fo ftrong, that this law, peimitiing intereft, 
VfSL9 repealed io the lubfequent reign. 

This reign, as well as many of the foregoing and 
€ven fubfequent reigns, abounds with monopolizing laws, 
confining particular manufadures to particular towns, or 
excluding the open country in general ^. 1 here remain 
ftill too many traces of fimilar abfurdlties. In the fub- 
fequent reign, the corporations, which had been opened 
by a former law, and obliged to admit tradefmen of dif- 
ferent kinds, were again ihut by ad of parliament ; and 
every one was prohibited to exercife any tiade, who waa 
4iot of the corporation ^. 

Henry, as he pofTefled himfelf fome talents for let- 
ters, was an encourager of .them in others. He founded 
Trinity college in Cambridge, and gave it very ample 
endowments. Wolfey founded Ghrift Church in Oxford ^ 
and intended to call it Cardinal college : But upon his 
fall, which happened before he had entirely finifhed his 
fcheme, the king feized all the revenues; and this vio* 
lencc, above all the other misfortunes of that great mi- 
nifter, is faid to have given him the greateft anxiety and 
^ncern '^. But Henry afterwards reflored the revenues 
of the college, ai^d only changed the name. The cardi- 
nal founded in Oxford the 6rft chair for teaching Greek; 
and this novelty rent that univerfity into the moft violent 

faddons, 

<L22 Hen. VIII. c. 12. 22 Hen. VIII c. 5. *" 21 Hen. 
VIII. c. 12. as Hen. VIII. c. 18. 3 & 4 Edw. VI. c. 20. 
$ Sr 6 Edw. VI. €.24. * 3 & 4 £dw. VI. c. 20. ^ Strype, 
id. i. p. 1 17. • 
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CHAP. faftioDs, which frequently came to blows. The ftudcfitt^ 
XXXIII. dirided themfelvcs into parties^ which bore the natnes of 

^*""v"*^ Greeks and Trojans> and fomeiimes fought with as great 
'547' animofity as was formerly exerctfed by thofe hoftile nl- 
tions. A new aifd more corred method of pronouncing 
Greek, being introduced into the univerfities, it divided 
alfo the Grecians tJielnfelVes^ into parries; and it was re- 
marked, that the catholics favoured the former pronun- 
ciation, the proteftants gave countenance to the new, 
Gardinec employed the authority of the king and coun- 
cil to fupprefs innovations in this particular, and to pre- 
ferve the old found to the Greek alphabet. The rife o( 
the Greek language in Oxford, excited the emulation of 
Cambridge ". Wolfey intended to have enriched the 
library of his college at Oxford, with copies of all the 
manufcripts that were in the Vatican ^. The counte- 
nance given to letters by this king and his mini fters, con- 
tributed to render learning fa(hionable in England ; and 
Erafmus fpeaks with great farisfadion of the general re- 
gard paid by the nobility and gentry of that lUngdom to 
men of knowledge *. It is needlefs to be particular in 
mentioning the writers of this reign, or of the preceding. 
There is no man in that age, who has the leaft pretcn- 
fion to be ranked among our claAcs. Sir Thomas More, 
though he wrote in Latin, ftems to come the neareft to 
that charaSer. 

^ Wood's Hift. & Antiq. Oxoa. KB. i. p. 24$. ^ lUd* 
249- * Epift. *d Banifium. Alfo cpift. p. 36S. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

EDWARD VI. 

State of the regency, — ItmofUatibnf in the regency, — Somef' 
Jet prote^^Qr. -^^ Reformation compleated, — Gardiner^ s op~ 
pofttion, — Foreign affain, — Frogrefs of the reformat 
tion in Scotland, -^ Affaffination of cardinal Beat on, — =• 
Condu^ of the war with Scotland, — Battle of Pinkey. — 
A parliament, — Farther progrffs of the reformation, — • 
Affairs of Scotland, — Toung queen of tScots fent into 
France. — Cabals of lord Seymour, — Dudley earl of 
IVariJjic, — A parliament., — Attainder of lord Seymour. 
His execution, — JLccleftaJUcal affairs^ 

TH E late king, by the regulations, which he im- CHAP, 
pofed on the government of his infant fon, as well XXXIV. 
ias by the limitations of the fucceflion, had projeflied to ^^-— v-^— ^ 
reign even after his deceafe; and he inriagi^ed, that his iS47« 
minifters, who had always been fo obfequious to him ^tateof^ 
during his life-time, would never afterwards depart from ^ he 
the plan, which he had traced out to them. He fixed 
the majority of the prince at the completion of hia 
.eighteenth year 5 and as Edward was then only a few- 
months paft nine, he appointed fixteen executors; to 
^vhom, during the minority, he entrufted the govern- 
ment of the king and kingdom^ Their names were, 
Cranmer, archbilhop of Canterbury ; lord Wri^tbefely, 
chancellor; lord St. John, great mafter; lord Ruffel, 
privy feal ; the earl ot Hertford, chamberlain ; vifcount 
Liflc, admiral; Tonftal, biihop of Durham; Sir An- 
thony Brown, mafter of horfe; Sir William Paget, fe- 
cretary of ftate; Sir Edward North, chancellor «f the 
court of augmentations ; Sir Edward Montague, chief 
juftice of the common pleas; judge Bromley, Sir An- 
thony Denay, and Sir William Herbert, chief gentle- 
men of the privy chamber ; Sir Edward Wotton, trea- 
furer of Calais ; Dr, Wotton> dean of Canterbury. To 
thofe executors, with whom was entrufted the whole re- 
gal authority, were appointed twelve counfellors, who 
' poflelTed no immediate power, and could only affift with 
Vol. IV. ^. their 
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CHAP, their advice, when any affair was laid before them. The 
XXXI V. council was compofed of the earls of Arundel and Effex; 
^"^■"v'"*^-' Sir Thomas Cheney, treafurer of the houfhold ; Sir 
■547' John Gage, comptroller; Sir Anthony Wingfield, vice- 
chamberlain ; Sir William Petre, fecretary of ftate ; Sir 
Richard Rich, Sir John Baker, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir 
Thomas Seymour, Sir Richard Southwel, and Sir Ed- 
ward Peckham \ The ufual caprice of Henry appears 
fomewhat in this nomination ; while he appointed feveral 
perfons of inferior ftation among his executors, and gave 
only the place of counfellor to a perfon of fuch high rank 
as the carl of Arundel, and to Sir Thomas Seymour, the 
king*s uncle.* 
InnovaiT' BuT the firft ad of the executors and counfellors was 
ons in the xo depart from the defignation of the Jatc king in a mate- 
regency, ^\^ article. No fooner were they met, than itwas fuggeft- 
ed, that the govf rnment would lofe its dignity, for want of 
fome head, who might reprefent the royal majefty, who 
might receive addreffes from foreign ambaffadors, to 
whom difpatches from Engltih minifters abroad might b^ 
carried, and whofe name might be employed in all orders 
and proclamations : And as the king's will feemed to la- 
bour under a defed tn this particular^ it was concluded 
neceflary to fupply it, by choofing a proteQor ; who^ 
though he fhouM poffefs all the exterior fymbols of royal 
dignity, fliould yet be bound, in every exercife of power, 
to follow the opinion of the executors *. This propofal 
, was very difagreeable to chancellor Wriothefely. That 

magiftratc, a man of an adive fpirit and high ambition, 
found himfelf, by his bffice, entitled to the firft rank in 
the regency after the primate ; and as be knew, that this 
prelate had no talent nor inclination for ftate affairs, he 
hoped, that the direftion of public bafinefs would of 
courfe devolve in a great meafure upon himfcif. He op- 
pofed, therefore, this propofal of choofing a protcSor j 
and reprefcnted that innovation as an infringement of the 
king's will, which, being corroborated by aS of parlia- 
ment, ought in every thing to be law to them, and could 
not be altered but by the fame authority, which had efta- 
bliflied it. But he feems to have flood alone in the op- 
pofition. The executors and counfdlors were moftly 

courtiers, 

^ Strype's Meffior. vol. ii^p' 4J7. • Burnet, vol. ii. p. 5. 
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courtiers, who had bcfen t/ifed by Henry's favour, not C H A P. 
men of high birth or great hereditary influence ; and as XXXIV. 
they had been fufficiently accuftomed to fubmiflion during '^ — v— ^-^ 
the reign of the late monarch, and had no pretenfions to *547' 
govern the nation by their own authority, they acqui- 
cfced the tnore willingly in a propofal, which feemed cal- 
culated for preferving public peace and tranquillity. It 
being therefore agreed to name-a proteSor, the choice 
fell of courfe on the earl of Hertford, who, as he was 
the king's maternal uncle, was flrongly interefied in his 
fafety ; and poffefling no claims to inherit the crown, 
could never have any feparate intercft, which mjght en- 
gage him to endanger Edward's perfon or his authority ^. 
The public were- informed by proclamation oi this change Somerfef 
in the adminiftration ; and difpatches were fent to all fo-/''o^^^^'** 
reign courts to give ihem intimation of it. All thofe pof- 
feffed of any office refigned their former commiflions, and 
took out new ones in the name bf the young king. The 
bifliops themfelves were conftrained to make a like fub- 
mifllion. Care was taken to infert in their new com- 
miflions, that they held their office during pleafurc ^ : And 
it is there exprefsly affirmed, that all manner of authp- 
' rity and jurifdiflion, as well ecdefiaflical as civil, is ori- 
g'mally derived from the crown ^. 

The executors (hewed, in their next meafure, a more 
fubmiffive deference to Henry's will; becaufe many of 
th«m found their own account in it. The late king had 
intended, before his death, to make a new creation of no- 
bility, in order to fupply the place of thofe who had fallen 
by former attainders, or the failure of iffue ; and that he 
might enable the perforls to fupport their new dignity, he 
had refolved, eithfer to beftow eftates on them, or ad- 
vance them to higher offices.' He had even gone fo far 
as to inform them of this refolution ; and in his will, he 
charged his executors to makfe good all his promifes ^. 
That they might afcertain his intentions in the nioft au- 
thentic manner. Sir Williafn Paget, Sir Anthony Denny, 
Sir William Herbert, with whom Henry had always 
converfed in a familiar manner, were called before the 

CL2 board 

« Heylln, Hift. Ref. Edw. VI. . ^^ Gollier, vol. ii. p. 21S. 
Burnet, vol. ii. p. 6. Strype's Mem. of Cranm. p. 141. ■ Ibid. 
' Fuller, Heylin, and Rymer. 
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CHAP, board of regency ; and having giren evidence of what 
XXXIV. they knew concerning the king's promil'es, their tefli- 

•f^^"^^^^^ tnony was relied on, and the executors proceeded to 
'547- the fulfilling thefe engagements. Hertford was created 
duke of Someriet, marefchal and lord treafurer; Wrio- 
thelely, earl of Southampton; the earl of Eflex, marquis 
of Northampton ; vifcount Lifle, earl of , Warwick; Sir 
Thomas Seymour, lord Seymour of Sudley, and admiral ; 
Sir Richard Rich, Sir William Willoughby, Sir Edward 
Sheffield, accepted the title of baron ^. Several, to whom 
the fame dignity was oflered, refufed it ; becaufe the 
other part of the king's promife, the beftowing of eftates 
on thefe new ncblemen, was deferred till a more con* 
venient opportunity. Some of them, however, particu- 
larly Somerfet the proteSor, were, in the mean time, 
endowed with fpiritual preferments, deaneiies and pre- 
bends. . For among many other invafions of ecclefiaftical 
privileges and propenies, this irregular praSicc, .of be- 
ftowing fpiritual benefices on laymen, began now to pre- 
vail. 

The carl of Southampton had always been engaged ip 
an oppofitc party to Somerfet; and it was not likely that 
fafiions, which had fecrctly prevailed; even during the 
arbitrary reign of Henry, fliould be fuppreffed in the 
weak adminiftration, which ufually attends a minority. 
The former nobleman, that he might have the greater 
leifure for attending to flate-afFairs, bad, ofhimfelfand 
from his own authority, put the great feal in commiflion, 
and had empowered four lawyei^. South wcl, Tregonel, 
Oliver, and Bellafis, to execute in his abfence the office 
of chancellor. This meafure feems very exceptionable; 
. and the more fo, as two of the commiflioners being c^- 
nonids, the lawyers fufpefied, that, by this nomination, 
the chancellor had intended todifcredit the common law. 
Complaints were made to the council ; who, influenced 
by the proteQor, gladly laid hold of this oj)portunity to 
deprefs Southampton. They confuUed the judges with 
regard to fo unufual a cafe, and received for anfwer, that 
^hc commiflion. was illegal, and that the chancellor, by 
his prefumption in graining it, had juftly forfeited the 
great feal, and was even liable to puniihment. The 
council fummoned him to appear before them; and the* 

he 

^ Siowc'f Annals, p. 594. 
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he maintained, that he held his office by the late king's C HAP. 
will, founded on an aQ. of parliament, and could not lofe XXXIV. 
it without a trial before the parliament; that if the com- "^ "^"^ 
mtflion, which he had granted, was found illegal, it *547- 
might be declared null and void, and all the ill confe- 
quences of it be eafily remedied ; and that the depriving 
him of his office for an error of this nature, was a prece- 
dent by which any other innovation might be authorized ; 
the council, notwithAanding thefe topics of defence, de- 
clared that he had forfeited the great feal ; that a fine 
Ihould be impoied upon him ; and that he (hould be con- 
fined to his own houf^ during pleafure ". 

The removal of Souihampton encreafed the proteiQor's 
authority, as well as tended to fupprefs fa^ions in the re- 
gency ; yet was not Somerfet contented with this advan- 
tage : His ambition carried him to fcek ftill farther ac- 
quifitiops. On pretence, that the vote of the executors, 
chocfing him protcftor, was not a fufficicnt foundation 
for his authority, he procured a patent from the young 12/^ Mar* 
kingy by which he entirely overturned the will of Harry 
the eighth, produced a total revolution in the govern- 
ment, and may ieem even to have fubverted all the laws 
of the kingdom. He named himfelf proteQor with full 
regal power, and appointed a council, confiding of all the 
former counfcllors, and all the executors, except South- 
ampton : He refervcd a power of naming any other coun- 
fellorsat pleafure: and he was bound to confult with fuch 
only as he thought proper. The protcQor and his coun- 
cil were likewise empowered to a6t at difcretion, and to 
execute whatever they thought ferviceabie to the go- 
vernment, without incurring any penahy or forfeiture 
fiom any law, ftatute, proclamation, or ordinance what- 
focver '. Even had this patent been lefs exorbitant in its • 
conceffibns, and had it been drawn by direQions from the 
executors appointed by Henry, its legality might juftly 
be queftioned ; fince it feems effential to a truft of this 
nature to be exercifed by the perfons eritrufted, and not to 
admit of a delegation to others: But as the patent by its 
very t^noi*, where the executors are not fo much as men- 
tioned, appears to hAvt been furreptitioufly obtained 
from a minor king, the proteftorftiip of Somerfet was 

a plain 

« HolHigfhed, p:-979. ' Burhei, vol.ii. Recoidi» N^. 6. 
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a plain ufurpation, which it is impoflible by any arr 
guments to juftify. The connivance, however, of 
the executors, and thjeir prel'ent acquiefi:en.ce in the 
new eftabliibment, made it be upiverlally fubinitted to; 
and as the young king difcovered an extreme attach- 
ment to his uncle, who was alfo in the main a man of 
moderation and probity, no objeSions were made to his 
power and title. All men of fenfe, likewift:, who faw the 
nation divided by the rehgious zeal of the oppofite feds, 
deemed it the more necefl'ary to eniruft the government 
to one pprfon, who ipight <;Jieck the exorbitancies of par- 
ty, and enfurc the public tranquilliiy. And though fomc 
claufes of the patent feemed to imply a formal fubverfion 
of all liberty or limited government, fo little jealoufy was 
then ufually entertained on that head, that no exceptioq 
was ever taken at bate claims or preienfipns of this nature^ 
advanced by any perfon, poffefled %i fovereign power. 
The aSual exercile alone of arbitrary adminidration, and 
that in many great and flagrant and unpopular inftances, 
was able fometimes to give fome umbrage to the nation. 

The extenfive authority and imperious chara3er of 
Henry, had retained the partizans of both religions in 
fubjeftion ; but upon his demife, the hopes of the pro- 
tedants and the fears of the catholics t^egan to revive, and 
the zeal of theie parties produced every where difpute^ 
and animofities, theutual preludes of n>ore fatal divifions. 
The protedor had long been regarded as the fecret par- 
tizan of the reformers ; and being now freed from re-: 
flraint, he fcrupled not to e^^preis his intention of cor- 
reding all the abufes of the antient religion, and of ad- 
opting ftill more of the proteftant innovations. He took 
care, that all perfons, entrufted with the king's education, 
ihould be attached to the fame principles; and as the 
young prince difcpvered a zeal fpr every kind of litera- 
ture, efpecially the theological, far beyond his, tender 
years, all men forefaw, in the courfc of his reign, the 
total abolition of the catholic faith; and they early began 
to declare themfelves in favour of thofe tenets, which 
were likely to become in the end eniiiejy prevalent. Af- 
ter Southampton's fall, few meitibers of the council 
feemed to retain any .attachment to the JKomiih comms- 
nion; and mod of the counfellors appeared even fanguinc 
in forwarding the progrefs of the reformation. The 
riches, which moft of thepi had acquired from the fpoils 

of 
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of the clergy, induced thcra to widen the breach between C HAP. 
England and Rome; and by eftabliftiing a contrariety of XXXIV. 
fpeculative tenets^ as weJlms of difcipline and woribip, ^^ — v^**^ 
to render, a coalition with the mother church altogether '547- 
jmprai^icable ?^» Their rapacity alfo, the chief fource 
of their reforming fpirit, was excited by the profpeS of 
pillaging th4B feculaf, as they had alripady done the regu- 
lar clergy^ and they knew, that^ while any (hare of the 
old principles remained, or any regard to the ecclefiaftics, 
they never coiijd hope to fuccecd in their enterprizes. 

The iiiirnerous ai?d burthenfome fii perditions, with 
which the Romiih church was loaded, had thrown ma- 
ny of the reformers, by the fpirit of oppofuion, into an 
e«thufiaftic drain of devotion ; and all rites, ceremonies, 
pomp, order, and cxtefior obfervances, were zealoufly 
aboliflied by them, as hindrances of their fpiritual con- 
templations^ and obftruQions to their immediate converfe 
with heaven. Many circumftances concurred to inflame 
this daring fpirit ; the novelty jtfelf of their doctrines, 
the triumph of making profelytes, the furious perfecuii- 
pns to which they were expofed, their animofity againft 
the antient tenets and praQices, and the neceffity of pro- 
curing the concurrence of the laity, by deprcfling the 
hierarchy, and by tendering to them the plunder of the 
ecclefiaftics. Wherever the reformation prevailed over 
the oppofuion of civil authprity, this genius of religion 
appeared in its full extent, and W2|s attended with conle- 
fluences, >yhich, tho' lefs durable, were, for fome time, 
liojefs dangeious than thofe fonneQed with the anriept 
fuperftition. But as the magiftrate took the lead in Eng* 
land, the tranfition was more gradual ; much of the an- 
tient religion was ftill preferved ; and a realonable degree 
of fubordi nation was retained in difcipline, as well as 
fome pomp, order, and ceremony in public worfliip. 

The proteftor, in his fchemes for advancing the re- 
formation, had always recourfe to the councils of Cran- 
mer, who, being a man of moderation and prudenop, 
was averfe from all violent changes^ and determined to 
bring over the people, by infcnfiblc innovations, to that 
fyftcm of doQrine and difcipline, which he deemed the 
itioft pure and perfeft. He probably alfo forefaw, that 
a fyftcm, which carefully avoided the extremes of re- 
formation, was likely to be moft lafting ; and that a de- 
votion, 
* Goodwin's Annals. Heylin. 
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. votion, merely fpiritual, was fitted only tor the firft fer- 
vours of a new \tGt, and upon the relaxation of thefe 
' naturally gave place to the inroads uf. iuperllition. He 
>547* feems therefore to have intended the eftablifhment of a 
hierarchy, which, being tuited to a great and tettled go<> 
vernmenr, might {land as a perpetual barrier againft 
Rome, and might retain the reverence ot the people, 
even after their enthufialHc Zieal was dimini(hed or cn-:^ 
tirely evaporated. 

The perion, who oppofed, with greateft authority, 
any farther advances towards reformation, was Gar- 
diner, biftiop of Winchefter; who, thoogh he had not 
obtained a place in the council of regency, on account of 
late di%ufts, which he had given to Henry, was entitled, 
by his age, experience, and capacity, to the highcrt tiuft . 
Gardiner's and confidence of his party. This prelate continued ftill 
ofpofition, to magnify the great wifdom and learning of the late 
king, which, indeed, were generally and fincerely ad- 
mired by the nation ; and he infiiUd on the prudence of 
perfevering, at leaft till the young king's majority, in the 
ecclefiadical model, eftablilhed by that great monarch. 
He • defended the ufe of images, which weie now very 
openly attacked by the proteftants ^ and he reprefented 
them as icrviceable in maintaining a fenfe of religion a- 
mong the Jlilerate multitude^. He even deigned to 
write an apology for holywater^ which bifhop Ridley had 
decried ii* a iermon ; and he maintained, that, by the 
power ot the Almighty, ii might be rendered an inftru- 
ment of doing good ; as much as the fhadow of St. Peter, 
the hem of our Saviour's garment, or the fpittle and clay 
laid upon the eyes of the blind ^. Above all, he infifted, 
that the laws ought to be obferved, that the conflitution 
ought to be preferved inviolate, and that it was dangerous 
to follow the will of the Sovereign, in oppofuion to an a^ 
of parliament^. 

BuT^ though there remained at that time in England 
an idea of laws and a conftitution, fufficient at leaft to 
furnilh a topic of argument to fuch as were difcontented 
with the prefent exercife of authority ; this plea could 
fcarcely, in the prefent cafe, be maintained with any 
plaufibility by Gardiner. An ack of parliament had in- 

veiled 

^ Fox, vol. il. p. yi2. ^ Ibid. p. 72^. ^ Collier^ 

vol, ii. p. 228. Fox, vol. iJ. 
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veiled the crown with a legiflative power ; and royal CHAP. 
proclamations, even during a minority, were armed with XXXIV. 
the force and authority of laws. The protedor, finding ^^ ^^"7*** 
himfelf fupported by this ftatute, was determined to em- *547- 
ploy his influence in favour of the reformers ; and having 
fufpended, during the interval, the jurifdiQion of the 
bifhops, he appointed a general vifitation to be made in 
all the diocefes of England ^. The vifitors confided of 
a mixture of clergy and laity, and had fix circuits af- 
figned them. Ihe chief purp<ife of their inftruftions 
was, befides correding immoralities and irregularities in 
the clergy, to «boli(h the antient fuperfiitions, and to 
bring the difcipline and worfhip fomewhat nearer the 
pradice of the reformed churches. The moderation of 
Somerlet and Cranmer is apparent in the condud of this 
delicate affair. The vifitors were enjoined to retain for 
the prefent all images which had not been abufed to ido- ^ 

latry ; and to inftrud the people not to defpife fnch cere- 
monies as were not yet abrogated, but only to beware of 
fomc panicular fuperftitions, fuch as the fprinkling their 
beds with holy water, the ringing of bells, or ufing of 
blefled candles, in order to drive away the devil ^. 

But nothing required more the correSing hand of 
authority, than the abufe of preaching, which was now 
generally employed, throughout England, in defending 
the antient praQices and fuperftitions. I'he court of aug- 
mentations, in order to eafe the exchequer of th« annui- 
ties paid to monks,^ had commonly placed them in the 
vacant churches ; and thefe men were led by intereft, as 
well as by inclination, to fupport thofe principles, which 
had been invented for the profit of the clergy. Orders 
therefore were given to reftrain the topics of their fer- 
mons: Twelve homilies were publiflied, which they 
were enjoined to read to the people : Arid all of thtm 
were prohibited, without exprels permilTlon, to preach 
jiny where but in their parifii churches. The purpofe of 
this injunftion was to throw a reftraint on the catholic 
divines; while the proteftant, by the grant of particular 
licences, ihould be allowed unbounded liberty. 

Bonner made fome oppofition to thefe meafures ; 
but foon after retraSed and acquielced. Gardiner was 

more 

® Mem. Cranm. p. 146, 14"', &c. ^ Burnet, vol. ii. 
p. 28. 
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C H A P. more high-fpiritcd and moie fteady. He reprefented the 
XXXiV. peril of perpetual innovations, and the neceffiry of ad- 

^ v**— ^ hering to fome fyftem. ** 'Tis a dangerous thing," faid 

*547- he, " to ufe too much freedom, in refearches of this 
*^ kind. If you cut the old canal, the water is apt to 
^^ run further than you have a mind to. If you indulge 
** the humour of novelty, you cannot put a flop to peo- 
*' pie's demands, nor govern their indifcretions at plea- 
** fure. For my part," faid he, on another accafion, 
** my folc concern is to manage the third and laft aSt of 
** my life with decency, and to make a handfome exit 
** off the ftagfe. Provided this point is fecured, I am 
*^ not folicitous about the reft. I am already by nature 
** condemned to death : No man can give me a pardon 
•'* from this fentence ; nor fo much as procure me a re- 
** pcieve. To fpeak my mind, and to a^ as my con^ 
** fciencc directs, arc two branches of liberty, which I 
" can never part with. Sincerity in fpeech, and integri- 
** ty in aftion, are entertaining qualities: They will flick 
*^ by a man, when every thing elfe takes its leave; and 
** I muft not refign them upon any confideration. The 
** beft on it is, if I do not throw them away myfclf no 
** man can force them from me: But if I give them up, 
" then am I ruined by myfelf, and deferve to lofe all my 
** preferments .*^" This oppofiiion of Gardiner drew on 
him the indignation of the council; and he was fent to 
the Fleet, where he was u fed with fome harflinefs and 
feverity. 

One of the chief objedions, urged by Gardiner a- 
gainft the new homilies, was, that they defined, with the 
moll metaphyfical precifion, the dc6trines of grace, and 
ol juilification by faith ; points, he thought, which it 
was {iipedluous for any man to know exa6lly, and which 
certainly much exceeded the comprehenfion of the vul- 
gar. A famous martyiologift calls Gardiner, on account 
of this opinion, ** An inieniible afs, and one that had no 
*' feeling of God's fpirit in the matter of juftification "." 
The mcancft proiellant imagined, at that^ time, that he 
had a full comprehenfion of all thofe myfterious dodrines, 
and he heartily defpifed the mod learned and knowing 
perion of the antient religion, who acknowledged his ig-- 

norance 

^ Collier, vol. ii. p. 228. ex. MS. Col. C. p. Cantab. Bibli- 
otbica Briiannica, article Gakd in er. ^ Fox, vol. ii. 
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norance with regard to them. It is indeed certain, that CHAP, 
the reformers were very fortunate in their doftrine of XXXIV. 
juflificatiop, and might venture to expeS its fuccefs, in ^'-^•^^"**^ 
oppofition to all the ceremonies, (hows, and fuperftitions *S47« 
of popery. Ry exalting Chrift and his fufferings, and re- 
nouncing all claim to independent merit in ourlelves, it 
was calculated to become popular, and coincided with 
thofe principles of panegyric and of felf-abafement, which 
generally have place in religion. 

Tjojistal, bifliop of Durham, having as well as 
Gardiner, made fome oppofitiop to the new regulations, 
was difmifTed the council-board ; but no farther feverity 
was, for the prefent, exercifed againft him. He was a 
man of perfeft moderation, and of the ipoft unexception- 
able charader in the kingdom. 

The fame religious zeal, which engaged Somerfet to Foreign 
promote the reformation at home, led him to carry his Affairs. 
attention to foreign countries ; where the intereft^ of the 
proteftants were now expofed to the moft imminent dan- ^ 
ger. The Roman pontiff, with much reluctance and 
after long delays, had at lad fummoned a general coun- 
cil, which was affembled at Trent, and was employed, 
both in correding the abufes of the church, and in afcer- 
taining her doflrines. The emperor, who defired tore- 
prefs the power of the court of Rome, as well as gain 
over the proteftants, promoted the former objed of the 
council ; the pope, who found his own greatnefs fo deep- 
ly interefted, defired rather to employ them in the latter. 
He gave inftruQions tp his legates^ who prefided in the 
. council, to protrad the debates, and to engage the the- 
ologians in altercation^, and arguments, and difputes con- 
cerning the nice points of faith, canvaffed before them : 
A pplipy, fo eafy to be executed, that the legates foon 
found it rather neceffary to interpofe, in order to appeafe 
the animofity of the divines, and bring them at laft to 
fome decifion '. The more difficult taik for the legates 
was to moderate or divert the zeal of the council for re- 
formation, and to reprefs the ambition of the prelates, 
who defired to exalt the epifcopal authority on the ruins 
of the fovereign pontiff. Finding this hnmour become 
prevalent, the legates^ on pretence that the plague had 
broken out at Trent, transferred of a fudden the council 

to 
^ Father Paul, lib. 2. 
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C H A P. to Bologna, where, they hoped, it would be more under 
XXXIV. the diredion of his holinels. 

^-*">'^"*"*^ The emperor, no lels than the pope, had learned to 
'547- make religion Uiblei viem to his ambition and policy^ He 
was refolved to employ the imputation of herefy as a 
pretence for fubdiiing the proteftant princes, andopprefF- 
ing the liberties of Germany; b^t found it neceffary to 
cover his intentions under a deep artifice, and to prevent 
the combination of his adverfaries. He feparated the Pa- 
latine and the eledor of Brandenburgh from the proteftant 
confederacy: He took arms againft the eleSor of Saxo- 
ny, and the landgrave of Heffe: By the fortune of war 
he made the former prifoner : He employed treachery 
and prevarication agair ft the latter, and detained hira cap- 
live, by breaking a fafe-conduQ: which he had granted 
him. He feemed to have reached the fumrmt of his am- 
bition; and the German princes^, who were aftonil'hed 
with his fuccefs, were farther difcouraged by the intelli- 
gence, which they had received, of the death, firft of 
Henry the eighth, then of Francis the firft, their ufaal 
rcfources in every calamity ^. • 

H^ENRY the fecond, who fucceeded to the crown of 
France, was a prince of vigour and ability; but lefs 
prompt in his refolutions than Francis, and lefs enflamcd 
with rivalftiip and animofity againft the emperor, Charles, 
Though he fent ambaffadors to the princes of the Smal- 
caldic league, and promrfed.them protection, he wasnn- 
wiHing, in the commencement of his reign, to hurry in- 
to a war againft fo great a power as that of the emperor; 
and he thought that the alliance of thele princes was a 
fnre refource, which he could at any time lay hold of K 
He was much governed by the duke of Guife and the 
cardinal of Lorraine, brothers to the queen dowager of 
Scotland ; and he hearkened to their counfel, in choofirg 
rither to give immediiiie aififtancc to that antient ally, 
which, even before the death of Henry th*e eighth, had 
loudly claimed the protedion of the French monarchy. 
P^o'rrefsof The hatred between the two faQions, the partisans 
the refor- of the antient and ihofe of the new religion, became eve- 
mation in rv day more Violent in Scotland; and the refolutior, 
Scotland, which the cardinal primate had taken, to employ the moft 
rigorous puniihnnents againft the reformers, brought mat- 
ters to a quick decifion. There was one Wiftiwart, a 

gentleman 
^ Sleidan. ^ Perc Daniel. 
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gentleman by birth, who employed himfelf with great CHAP, 
zeal in preaching again ft the anticnt fuperftitions, and be- XXXIV. 
gan to give alarm to the clergy, who were juftly terrified '^'-^v ^ 
with the danger of fome fatal revolution inrchgion. This *547- 
man was celebrated for the purity of his morals, and for 
his extenfive learning: But thefe praiies cannot be much 
depended on ; becaule, we know^ that, among tlie le- 
formers, feverity of hianners lupplied the place of many 
virtues ; and the age was in general fo ignorant, that moli 
of the piiefts in Scotland imagined the New Teftament 
to be a compofition of Luther's, and afferted the Old 
alone was the word of God ^. JBut however the cafe 
may have ftood with regard to thofe eftimable qualities ^ 
afcribed to Wilhart, he was ftrongly poffeffed with the ^ 
defire of innovation ; and he enjoyed thofe talents, which 
qualified him for becoming a popular preacher, and for 
leizing the attention and affeSions of the multitude. The 
magiftrates of Dundee, where he exercifed his milEon, 
were alarmed with his progrefs; and being unable or un- 
willing to treat him with rigour, they contented them- 
felves with denying him the liberty^ of preaching, and 
with difmiffing him the bounds of their jurifdidion. 
Wiftiart, pioved with indignation, that they had dared 
to rejeft him, together with the word of God, menaced 
them, in imitation of the antient prophets, with fome 
imminent calamity ; and he withdrew to the weft coun- 
try, where he daily encreafcd the number of, his profe- 
lytes. Meanwhile, a plague broke, out in Dundee ; and 
all men exclaimed, that the town had drawn down the 
vengeance pf Heaven by banifhing the pious preacher, 
and that the peftilence would never ceafe, till they had 
made him atonement for their offence againft him. No 
fooner did Wifhart hear of this change in their difpo- 
fiti9n, than he returned to them, and made them 
a new tender of his dodrine : but left he fhould fpread 
the contagion, by bringing multitudes together, he 
creQed his pulpit on the top of a gate : 1 he infeded 
ftood within; the othe;:5 without. And the preacher 
failed not, in fuch a fituation,. to take advantage of the 
immediate terrors of the people, and to enforce his evan- ' 
gelical miflion ^. ' 

The 

^ (See note at the end of the volume. *^ Knox's Hift. of 

Ref. p. 44. Spotfwood. 
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The afliduity and fuccefs of Wifhart became an ob- 
jeS of attention to cardinal Beaton ; and he refolved by 
the punifhment of fo celebrated a preacher, to ftrikc 
a terror into all other iRnovators. He engaged the earl of 
Bothwel to arreft him in his retirement ; and to deliver 
hinn into his hands, contrary to a promife given by Both- 
wel to that unhappy man: And being poffeffed of Viis 
prey, he conduced him to St. Andrew's, where, after a 
trial, he condemned him to the flames for herefy. Arran, 
the regent, was very irrefolute in his temper; and the 
cardinal, though he had gained him to his party, found, 
that he would not concur in the condemnation and exe- 
cution of Wifhart. He determined, therefore, without 
the aiTiftance of the fecular arm, to bring that heretic to 
punilhment ; and he himfelf beheld from his windows 
the difmal fpe6ikacle. Wifliart fufFered with theufual 
patience ; but could not forbear remarking the triumph 
of his infulting enemy. He foretold, that, in a few days, 
he (hould in the very fame place, lie as low, as he was 
exalted aloft, in oppofition to true piety and religion ®. 

This prophecy was probably the immediate caufe ol 
the event, which it foretold. The difciples of this mar- 
tyr, enraged at the cruel execution, formed a confpiracy 
againft the cardinal ; and having affociated to them Nor- 
man Lefly, who was difgufted on account *of fome pri- 
vate quarrel, they conduced their enterpfize with great 
fecrecy and fuccefs. Early in the morning they entered 
the cardinal's palace, which he had ftrongly fortified; 
and though they were not above fixteen perfons, they 
thruft out an hundred tradefmen and fifty fcrvants, whom 
they feized feparately, before any fufpicionarofc of their 
intentions ; and having fhut the gates, they proceeded 
very deliberately to execute their pufpofe on the cardinal. 
That prelate had been alarmed with the noife which he 
heard in the caftle; and had barricadoed the door of his 
chamber: But finding that they had brought fire in or- 
der to force their way, and having obtained, as is be- 
lieved, a promife of life, he opened the door; and re- 
minding them^ that he was a prieft, he conjured them to' 
fpare him. Two of the affaflins ruflied upon him with 
drawn fwords; but a third, James Melvil, more calm 
and more confideratc in villainy, flopped their career, 
and bid them rcfleS, that this facrifice was the work and 

judgment 
« Spoifwood, Buchanan. 
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jadgment of God, and ought to be executed with be- C H A P- 
coming deliberation and gravity. Then turning the point XXXIV. 
of his fword towards Beaton, he called to him, ** Repent ^^ — \r'**-' 
" thee, thou wicked cardinal, of all thy fins and iniqui- '547» 
** ties, but efpecially of the murder of Wifhart, that in- 
" ftrument of God for the converfion of thefe lands : It 
** is his death, which now ciies vengeance upon thee: 
" we are fent by God to infli6k the delcrved punifhment. 
** For here, before the Almighty, I proteft, that it is 
** neither hatred of thy perfon, nor love of thy riches, 
** norijpar of thy power, which moves me tojeek thy 
** death : But only becaufe thou haft been, and ftill re- 
** maineft, an obftinate enemy to Chrift Jefus, and his ^ 
•* holy gofpel." Having fpoken thefe words, without 
giving Beaton leifure to finifti that repentance, to which 
he exhorted him, he thruft him through the body; and 
the cardinal fell dead at his feet ^. This murder was 
executed on the 28th of May, 1 546. The aflafllns, be- 
ing reinforced by their friends to the number of an hun- 
<ired and forty perfons, prepared themfelvcs for the de- 
fence of the caftle, and fent a meffenger to London,. 
craving afliftance frpm Henry. That prince, though 
Scotland was comprehended in his peace with France, 
would not forego this opportunity of difturbing the go- 
vernment of that kingdom ; and he agreed to take them 
under his protefiiion. 

It was the peculiar misfortune of Scotland, that five 
fliort reigns had been fucceflively followed by as many 
long minorities; and the execution of juftice, which the 
prince was beginning to introduce, had been continually 
interrupted by the cabals, faSions and animofitres of the 
great. But befides thefe inveterate and antient evils, a 
new fource of diforder had arifen, the difputes and con- 
tentions 

^ The famous Scots reformer, John Knox, calls James Mel- 
vil, p. 65, a man mod gentle and moft modeft It is very hor- 
rid, but at the fame time fomewhat amufing, to confider the 
joy andalacrity and pleafure, which that hiftorian difcovers m 
his narration of this alTafllDation : And it is remarkable that in 
the firft edition of his work, thefe words were printed on the 
margin of the page, 7 he godly Fad and Words of James Mel-vin. 
But the following editors reirench'd them. K'Vjv hitnfel. had 
no hand in the murder of Beaton- blithe aiijrvvf/.xls joined 
the aflaflins, and aflifted them in holding out thj cr::]-. See 
Keith's Hift. of the Ref. of Scotland, p. 43. 
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CHAP, tcntions of theology, which were fufficicnt to difturb tint 
XXXIV. mod letiled government ; and the death of the cardinal^ 

^'- — V ' who was poffeffcd of ability ahd vigour, feemed much 

»547- to weaken the hands of the adminiftration. But the 
queen- dowager was a woman of uncommon talenis 
and virtues; and (he did as much to fuppbrt the go- 
vernment, and fupply the wcaknefs of Arran, the go- 
vernor, as could be expeScd in her fituation. A fti- 
pulation was made with the garrifon of St. Andrews^ 
that they ihould furrender the caftle upon receiving a 
pardon, together with an abfolution from the p^e; and 
that they fhould never afterwards be called in queftion 
for Beaton's affaflination* Meanwhile, till the pope's 
abfolution ihould arrive, (he applied to France for fuc- 
cours ; and Henry fent her fome gallies, with a train of 
artillery, commanded by Strozzi, prior of Capua. Be- 
foie the fiege of St. Andrews was opened, the abfolution 
was fent to the garrifon, and they were required to fur- 
render ; but becaufe the pope, among other exaggej-ation* 
of the cardinal's murder, had faid, that he pardoned an 
unpardonable crime, the garrifon, fearing that this ex- 
preflion was employed in order to enfnare them, refufed 
to open their gates ^. They were, however, foon obliged 
to depart from their obftinacy : A great breach was made 
in the walls: The plague broke out among them: And 
feeing no hopes of fuccour from England, they furrender- 
cd to the French upon conditions, which were not very 
fcrupuloufly obferved to them, 
ConduSI The protedor of England, fo foon as the government 
of the 'war was brought to fome compofure, made preparations for 
ivithSc9t- the attack of Scotland; and he was determined to exe- 
land. elite, if pofliWe, that projeQ of uniting the two king- 
doms by marriage, on which the late king had been fo intent, 
and which he had recommended with his dying breath to 
his executors. He raifed an army of i 8,000 men, and equip- 
ed a fleet of fixty fail, one half of which were (hips of war, 
the other loaded with provifionsand ammunition. He gave 
the commnnd of the fleet to lord Clinton : He himfelf 
marched at the head of the army, attended by ^he earl 
of Warwic. Thefe hoftile meafures were covered with 
a pretence of revenging fome depredations committed by 
the borderers; but befides, that the proteQor revived the 

antient 

/^Knox, p. 75. Spotfwood. Bucjianan* 
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antient claim of the faperiority of the Eriglifli'^crownC H'A P* 
^v^r that of Scotland, hp refafed to enter* into sL nego* XXXIV. 
ciation on any other condition than the marriage of the ^— v— **^ 
young queen with Edward. *S47!^ 

The pfoteCkor, befofe opening the campaign, pub- ^ ' 
lifticd a manifefto, in which he inforced all the arguments 
for that meafure. He faid, that nature feemed origi- 
nally to halve intended this ifland^for orte empire ; and 
having cut it off from all communication with foreign 
ftatesj and guarded it by the ocean, flie had poifited out 
the inhabitants the road to happinefs and fecurity : That 
the education and cuftbms of the people concurrecf with 
Mature; and by giving them the farrte language,' and laws,- 
and manner^,' had invited them to a thorough union and 
coalition: That fortune had at latt removed allobftaclcs, 
and had pfepared an expedient^ by which they might 
beconbe one people, withotit leaving any placfc for that 
jcaloufy either of hofioUr or of intcreft^ to which rival 
nations are Naturally fo much etpofed : That the crowrt 
of Scotland had devolved to a female ; that of England ' 

to a niiale ; and happily the tvi^o fovereigns, as of a rank* 
^ere atfo of an age, the mod fuitable to bach other: 
That the hoflile difpofition, which prevailed between 
the nation^,' and which arofc fronti paft injuries, would 
foon be extinguifh^d, after a long and fecure peace had 
^ftabiifhed confidence between themr That the ni6<nory 
<)f former rhiferies, which at prefent inflamed their roaf 
tual animofity, would then ferVe Only to make therai 
therifh, ^ith more paflion^ a ftate of happii]/efs and 
tranqniUity, fo lotig unknown to their- anceftors: That 
when hoililities had ceafed between the kingdoms, the 
Scots nobility^ who were at prefent obliged to remaiii 
petpctually in a warlike pofture, would learn to cultivated 
the arts of peace, and would foften their minds to a love 
bf domeftic order aid obedience : 'I'hat as this fituatioti 
was defirablc to both kingdoms, fo particularly to Scot- 
land, which had been expofed to the greateft mtferics 
from intcftine and foreign wars, and faw herfrif every 
moment in danger of lofirig her independency, by the 
efforts of a richer and riiore |)owerful people: That 
though England had claims of fuperiority, (he was will- 
ing to refign every pretenfiOn for the fake of peace, and 
defired an union, which would be the more fecure, as it 
^ould be concluded on terms entirely equal : And tbat^ 
' Vol. IV. S befidcs 
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HISTORY.oF ENGLAND. 
C H A P.bcfides all thefe motives, pofitivc engagements had been 
XXXIV. taken for the compleaiing this alliance, and the honour 
V-v-^^-^and good faith of the nation were pledged to fulfil what 
*S47- her intereft and fafety fo loudly demanded ^. 

Somerset (oon perceived, that thefe remonftrances 
• would have no influence ; and that the queen dowager's 

attachment to France and to the catholic religion uould 
render ineflFcQual all" pegociat ions for the intended mar- 
riage. He found himfelf, therefore, obliged to try the 
force of armi, and to conllrain the Scots by neceifity to 
. fubmit to m meaiine, for which they feemed to have en- 
tertained the moft incurable avcrfion. He paffed the 
borders at Bcrwic,and advanced towards Edinburgh, with- 
out nleeting any refiftance for iome days, except from 
fome fpiall caftles, which were conftrained to Surrender 
at difcretion. The proieSor intended to have puniftied 
the governor and garrifon of one of tho^e caftles tor their 
temerity in refifting fuch an unequal force: But ihey 
eluded his anger by aflcing only a few hours refpite; till 
they (hould prepare themlelves for death; after which 
they found his ears mor« open to their applications for 
mercy ^ 

Thp governor of Scotland had fummoned together 
the whole force of the kingdom ; and his array, double 
the number of th« Engli(b, had taken poft on very ad- 
•^vantageous ground, guarded by the banks of the Elke, 
about four miles from Edinburgh. The Englifli came 
within fight of them at Fafide : and after a (kirmifli be- 
tween* the horfe, where the Scots were worfted, and 
lord Hume dangeioufly wou»ded, Somerfet prepared 
himfelf for a more decifive aftion. But having taken a 
, view of the Scot* camp with the earl of Warwic, be 

found it difficult to mal^ ati attempt upon it with any 
probability of fuccefs. He wrote, therefore, another let- 
ter to Arran ; And offered to evacuate the kingdom, as 
well as to repair all damages which he had committed, 
5>rovidcd the Scot^ would ftipulatc not to contra^ the 
queen to any foreign prince, but to keep her at horo%, 
till fhe reached the agf of chufing a hufband for herfclf. 
Such moderate terms were rejected by tb« Scots, mtreiy 
on accouBt of their moderation ; and tiiey begat an opi- 
nion, 

- ^ Sir John Haywood in Kennet, p. ^79.. He/lin, p. 42. 
* Waywood. Patten. 
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nion, that the proteaor muft either be reduced to great CHAP. 
diftreis or be iniSuenced by fear, that he was contented to XXXIV. 
abate (o much of his fornier pretcnfions. Aftuatcd alfo V-v *-j^ 
by their priefts, who had come to the camp in great *5.47« 
numbers, they believed, that the Enghfti were detefta- 
hle heretics, abhorred of God, and expofed to divine 
vengeance; and that no fuccefs could ever crown their 
arms. They were confirmed in this fond conceit, when 
they faw the proteaor change his ground, and move to- 
vraids the fea ; nor did they any longer doubt, that he in- 
lemltd to embark his army, and make his efcapc on board 
the ihip?, which at that very time moved into the bay, 
oppofite lo him '^. Determined therefore to cut oflF his . 
rtrtreat, they quitted their camp, and paffing the riv^r 
Efke, advanced into the plain. They were divided into lo Sept. 
three bodies : Angus commanded the vanguard ; Arran 
the main body; Huntley the rear: Their cavalry con- 
fifted only of light horfe, which were placed on their 
left flank, ftrengthened by fomc Irifli archers, whom 
Argyle had brought over for this fervice. 

Somerset was pleafed when he faw this movement 
of the Scots army ; Jind as the Engiifh had ufually been 
fuperior in pitched battles, he conceived great hopes of 
fuccefs. He arranged his van on the left, fartheft from 
the fea ; and ordered them to remain on the high grounds 
on which he placed them, till the enemy fliould approach. 
He placed his main battle and his rear towards the right ; ^^^ tattle 
and beyond the van he ported lord Grey at the head of^rp/^,^^; 
the men at arms, and ordered him to take the Scots van 
in flank, but not till they ftiould be engaged in clofe fight 
with the van of the Englifli. 

"While the Scots^ were advancing on the platn> -they 
were galled with the artillery from the Englifh (hips : 
I'he matter of Graham was killed; the Irifli archers 
were thrown into diforder ; and even the other troops 
began to dagger: When lord Grey, perceiving their fitu- 
ation, negleded his orders, left his ground, and at the 
he«d of his heavy-armed horfe made an attack on the 
Scots infantry, in hopec of gaining to himfelf allthe ho- 
nour of the vidory. On advancing, he found a. dough 
and ditch yi his way; and behind were ranged the Scots 
infantry armed with ipcars, and the field, en which they 
S 2 ftood^ 

'^ Holbgffied, p. 985. 
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CHAP, ftood, was fallow ground, broken with ridges, which lay 

XXXIV. acrofs their front, and difordered the movements of the 

^•-""v**^ Engliih cavahy. From all thefe accidents, the (hock of 

'547* this body of horfe was feeble and irregular ; and as they 

were received on the points of the Scottilh fpears, which 

were longer than the lances of the Engliih horfemen, they 

were in a moment pierced, overthrown, and dircomfitcd- 

Grey himfelf was dangeroufly wounded: Lord Edward 

Seyniour, fon to the proredor, loft his horfe : The 

ftandard was near being taken : And had the Scots pof- 

feffed any good body of cavalry, who c6iild have purfued 

the advantage, the whole Englrfti army had been ex- 

pofed to great danger *. 

The proteftor mean-while, afTifted by Sir Ralph Sad- 
ler and Sir Ralph Vane, employed himfelf with dili- 
gence and foccefs, in rallying the cavalry. Warwic 
fliewed great prefence of mind in maintaining the ranks 
of the foot, on which the horf6 had recoiled : He made 
^ir Petci" Memas advatnce, captain of the foot harque- 
bufiers, and Sir Peter Oamboa, captain of fome Italian 
^nd Spanifh harquebufiers, on horfeback; and ordered 
them to ply the Scots infantry with th^ir (hot. They 
hiarched to the (lough, and difcharged their pieces full 
in the face of the cne*iy : The artillery, planted on a 
height, rofefted them from the front t The Englifli arch- 
ers ^ored in a fliower of arrows upon them : And the 
^angtrard, defcending from the hill, advanced, kifurely 
and orderly, towards them.] Difmayed wkh all thofe cir- 
cumftances, the Scots van began to retreat : The retreat 
foon changed into a Sight, which was begun by the Iriih 
archers. The panic of the van communicated it felf to 
the main body, and paffing thence to the rear, rendered 
the whole field a fcene of confufion, terror, flight and 
confternation. The EngH(h army perceived from the 
heights the condition of the Scots, and began the purfuit 
with loud (houts and acclamations, which added ftillmore 
to the difmay of the vanqui(hcd. The horfe in particu- 
lar, eager to revenge the affront, which they had re- 
ceived in the beginning of the day, did the moft bloody 
* execution on the flying enemy ; and from the field of 
battle to Edinburgh, for the fpace of five miles, the whole 
ground was ftrowed with dead bodies. The priefts above 
ail, and the monks received no quarter ; and the £ngli(h 

made 
* Patten. Hollngflied, p. 986 
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made §>ort of flaughtering men, who^ from their extreme G H A P. 
zeal and animofity, had engaged in an cnterprife fo ill JOCXIV. 
fuited to their profeffion. Few viftories have been more ^^— V'^-' 
decirive, or gained with fmaller lofs to the conqii^rors. ^Sf7• 
There fell not two hundred of the Engliflu ; and accord- 
ing to the moft moderate computation, there periihed a- 
bove ten thoufand of the Scots. About fifteen hundre^ 
were taken priipners. This af^ipn was called the battle 
of Pinkey, from a nobleman's {eat of thaf nameiji the 
neighbourhood. 

The queen dowager and Arpn fled to Stirling, and 
were fcarce able to coll^S fuch a body of forces as could 
check the incurfionsof fmall parties of the Englifk. About 
the fanie time, the earl of Lenox and lord Wharton en- 
tered the Weft Marches, at the head of five thoufand men, 
and after taking and plundering Annan, they fpread de- 
vaftation over all the neighbouring counties \ Had So- 
merfet profecuted his advantage, he might have impofed 
what terms he pleafed on the Scots n^ation : But he was 
impatient to return to England, where, he heard, fome 
counfellors, and even his own brother, the admiral, wer^ 
carrying on cabals againft his authority. Having taken the 
caftles of Hui^e, Dunglafs, Eynnouth, Faftcaftle, Rox* 
borough, anjd fome other fmall places ; and having re- 
ceived the fubmiffion of fome counties on the borders, he 
retired from Scotland. The fleet, befides deftroying all 
the (hips along the coa(l, took Broughty in the Firth p£ 
Tay ; and having fortified it, they left there a garrifon. 
Arran defired leave to fend com niifli oners in order to treat 
of a peace; and Somcrfet, having appointed Berwic for 
the place of conference, left Warwic with full powers to 
negofiate: But no commiiTioners frona Scotland ever ap- 
peared. The overture of the Scots was an artifi^ce, to^ 
gain time, till fuccours (hould arrive from France. 

The prote£ior, on his arrival in England^ fummoned 4/y^ ;\r^.y. 
a parliament : And being fomewhat elated with his foccefs * 
againft the Scots, he procured from his nephew a patent, 
appointing him to fit on the throne, upon ^ ftool or bench 
at the right hand of the king, and to enjoy the fame ho- 
nours and privileges, which had ufually been poffefTed by 
any prince of the blood, or uncle of the kings of England. 
In this patent, the king difpenfed with the ftatute of pre- 
cedency, 
^ Holingftied, p. 99^, ^ 
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C H A P.ccdcncy, enafted duripg the formei* reign ^. Bot if So^ 
XXXlV. iperfet gave offence by afluming too much ftate, he dcr 
^— — V**-' ferves thehigheft pra'iic on account of the laws pafled thi^ 
>547« feffion, by which the rigour ol former lla<utes was much 
j1 parliq-r mitigated, and lome fcciirity given to the freedom of ih§ 
^'^^^' conftitviiion, All laws were repealed, whi^h e#tende4 
the crime of treafon beyond the llatute of the twentyT 
fifth of Edward the third ^; all laws ena^^d during the 
late reign, extending the crime of felony ; all the former 
laws againft Loljardies or herefy, together with the fta- 
tute of the fur articles. None were to be a^cufed of 
words, but within a month after they were fpoKen. By 
theie repeals feyeral of the moft rigorous laws, that 
ever had pafled in En5land, were annulled ; an^ fome 
rfawiring^, both of civil and religimns libeity, began to 
appear to the people. Herely., ho\K ever, was ftill a capi- 
tal crime by the comtrion law, and was fubjeSed to the 
penalty of burping. Only there remained no precife 
^andard, by which that crirr^e could be defined or deter- 
mined: A circwmflance, which might either be advan- 
tageous or hurtful tp public fecurity, a(:cording to the dif- 
pofition of the judges. 

A REPEAL alfo pafled of that law, the deftruQion of 
all laws, l>y whigh the king^s proclaqiaiio4i was -made of 
equal force with a ftatute ^ That ptber lavy was like- 
wise mitigated, by which the king was empowered to an- 
pul all laws pafled before the four and twentieih year of 
Jiis age : He could prevent their future execution ; but 
could not rtcal any paft clFeSs, which had enlued from 
I hem ^, 

Some ftatutes too were enafled wliicb w^re of the ut- 
ftioft importance, bccaufe they promoted the prijicipie? 
afid praflipes of th^ refor|T»ers, though they tnay not, all 
of them, appear to be attendeded with any material confe- 
quence to pivil fociety. The cup was refloied to-the 
. laity; private maffes w^re aboliftied ; the king was em-r 
powered to create hifl^ops by letters patent, without any 
fictitious eledio« of the chapter; the bi{hops were or- 
dered to ifl'uc their writs, and hold their courts in the 
king's name ^; vagabonds >ver^ adjudged to be flayesfor 

' tyva 

^ Rymer, vol. xv. p. 164. ^ i Edw. VJ.c. la. ' ( 

pdw. VI. c ^. c , £dv»?, vi. c. 2, ' » Edw. VI. c.^. 
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two years, and to be marked witb a red hot iron ^; an C H'A P. 
ad commoDly fuppofed to be levelled againft the-ftrolling- XXXIV. 
priefts and triars« ^^-^-^/r**-' 

The chantries and free chapels had been given by aft 'S47- 
of parliament to the late king; and he had appointed 
^ommifTioners to tak^ pofleflion of the revenues ; but as T 
they had not proceeded far in the execqlion of their of- 
^ce. It was found tieceflary to make a tenewal of the 
grant. The preamble to the ftatute promifes, that thefc 
funds (hould be employed to good and godly ufes, in 
ereding grammar fchools, in farther augmenting the uni-. 
verfities, and in making better provifion for the poor an4 
needy®. But the rapacioi^s touftiers had already devour- 
ed the pr^y in their imaginations; and it was not long 
before it was ihared out among them. 

It was alfo enaSed, that all who denied the king's 
fupremacy, or aflerted the pope*s, fhould, for the firft 
offence, iorfeit their goods and <;hattels, and fufFer im-r 
prifonment during pleafure ; for the fecond offence, fhould 
incur the penalty oi pramM^^^i ^"^ for the third offence 
be attainted of treafon. But if any, after the firft of 
March enfuing, endeavoured, by writing, printing, or • 
any overt aS or deed, to deprive the king of his eftate 
€r titles, particularly of his fuprcma^y, or to confer thenx 
on any Qthefi, he was to be adjudged guilty of treafon. 
If any of the heirs of the crown (hould ufurp upon ano- 
ther, or endeavour to break the order of fucceflion, it 
was declared treafon in them, their aiders and abetters^ 
Thefe were the moft confiderable aSs pafled during this 
(elTion. The members in general difcovered a very pafr 
five difpofuion with regard to religion: Some few ap^ 
peared z-ealous for the reformation : Others harboured fe- 
treily a ftrong inclination to. the catholic faith: But the 
greateft part appeared willing to take any impreffion^ 
which they (hould receive from intereft, authority, or 
the reigning fa(hion ^^ 

The convocation met at the fame time with the par- 
liament ; and as it was found, that their debates were at 
firft cramped by the rigour of the ftatute of the fix arti- 
cles, the king grai^ted them a difpenfation from that law, 
before it was repealed by parliament ^. Th« lower houfe 

of 

^ I Edw, VT. c. J. ^ I Edw. yi. c. 14. P Heylin, 
p. 48.. ^Antiq. Britan. p. 339. 
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C H A P. of. convocation applied to have Jibc/iy of fitting wjtb tbc 
XXXIV. 'commons in parliament; or if this privilege was rcfufed . 
^'"■'*^>^"***-^thciii, vyhich ihey claimed as their antient right, they dc-* 
'547- fired, that no law, regarding religion, might pais in par- 
liament without their conlent and approbation. But the 
principles^ which now prevailed, were more advantage- 
ous to th^ civil than the ecclefiaftical power; %nd this de- 
mand of the convocation was rejeftcd. 

The protedor bad permitted the repeal of that law,. 
AVhich gave to the king's proclamatioris the authority oF 
ilatutes; but he did not intend to renounce that arbitrary 
or difcretionary exercile of power, which had ever been 
affumed by the crown, and which- it is difficult to diftin- 
gui(h exaflly from the ppwer of making laws. He even 
continued to exert this authority in fome particulars. 
Farther which were then regarded as thernoft momentous. Or- 
frogrefs #/ders were iffiied by cpunci), that candles fhoijld no longei; 
the refor- bc carried about on Candlemas-day, afbes on Afh-wednef- 
vuition. Jay, palms on Palm-Tjinday ^. I'hete were antient reli- 
gious praSices nbw denominated. fuperftitions; though it 
is very fortunate for mankind, when fupei-ftiiion happen^ 
to take a direQion Jo innocent and inoffenfive.^ The fe- 
yere difpofition, which naturally attends all reformars, 
prompted likewife the council to abplifti fome gay and 
(hewy ceremonies, which belonged to the antient reli- 
gion*^' ' ' • .. V , 

An order was alfo iflued by coyncil for the removal of 
all images fiorn the churches: An innovation which was 
imuph defired by all the reformers, and which alone, with 
regard to the popiilace, amounted alrboft to a total changes 
of the cftabfiihed religion ^, An attempt had been made 
to feparate the ufe of images from their abufe, the reve;- 
rcnce from the worjliip of them; bur the execution of 
this defign wa^ found, upon trig], very difficult, if not 
wholly impraSicabl^. ' -' ' ^ 

As private rrtaflcs were abolifhed by law, it became 
necefTary to frame a new communiori-fervice; ahil the 
council went fo far, "in the' preface which they had pre- 
fixed to this work, as to leave tlie practice of auricular 
confeflion wholly indiffer^At ^ This was a' prelude to the 
' ! ■■ ^'- '■'■ . ^ -. entire 

^ Bu,net, vol. \\. p. 59. Collier, vol. ii. p. 241. Heylin, 
p. «;5. ^ Burhet, vol. if. ^ Buriiet, vol. ii. p. 60. 
Collier, vol. ii. p. 1241. Heylin, p. 55. ® Burnet, vol. ii.^ 
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rnlu-c abolitio;! of that invention, pne of the moft power-C H A P- 
tul engines that ever was contrived for degrading the laity, XXXIV. 
Mnd giving their fpiritual guides an entire afcendant over ^— ^n<^"-- ^ 
them. And it may juftly be faid, that, though the prieiVs *54^- 
abfolution, which attends con fefli on, ferves (omcwhat to 
eafe weak minds from the immediate agonies of fuperfti- 
tious terror, it operates only by enforcing fuperftition it- 
felf, and thereby preparing the mind for a aiorc violent 
relapfe into the fame diforders.^ f 

The people were at that time extremely diftrafted, 
by the oppofite opinion^s of their pteachers ; and as they 
were totally ificapable to judge of the reafons advanced 
on either fide, and naturally regarded every thing which 
they heard at church, as of equal authority, a great con- 
fufion and fl<^6tuation resulted from this uncertainty. The 
council firft endeavoured to renjedy that inconvenience, 
by laying fome reftraints qti preaching ; but finding this ex- 
pedient ineffe&aal, they impofed a total filence on the 
t>rcachers, and thereby jHit an end at once to all the po- 
lemVcs of the pjalpit '^. By the nature of things, this re- 
ftraint could only be temporary. For in proportion as 
the ceremonies of public worftiip, its (hows and exterior 
cWeryances, were retrenched by the reformers, the peo- 
ple were inclined to contraft a ftronger attachment to 
fermons, whence alone they received any occupation or 
amufement. The antient religion, by giving its votaries 
fomething to db, freed them from the trouble of think- 
ing : Scrmops were only delivered in the principal church- 
es, and at fome particular fafts and feftivals : And the 
praQice of haranguing the populace, which, if abufed, 
is fo powerful an incitement to fa6iion and (edition, had ' 
much lefs fcope and influence during thofe ages. 

The greater progrcfs was made towards a reformation y^fr^i^^ ^f 
in England, the furthpr did the proteQor find himfelf ^^^^/^^^^ 
from all profpeft of compleating the union with Scot- 
land ; and the queen-dowager, as well as the clergy, he- 
came the more averfe to all alliance with a nation, which 
had departed fo far from all antient principles. Somer- 
fet, haying taken the town pf Haddington, had ordered 
it to be ftrongly garrifoned and fortified, byiord Grey: 
He alfo ereQed fonoe fortifications at Lauder: And he 
hoped, that thefe two places, together with Droughty 
and fome fmaller fortreCTes, which were in the hands of 

the 

T Fuller, Heylin, Burnet. 
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CHAP, the Englilh, would fcrve as a curb to Scotland; and 
XXXIV. wDuld give him accefs into the heart of the country, 
^-'"v— ^^ Arran being disappointed in iome attempts on 
•54^- Broughiy, relied chiefly on the fuccours expeQed "frona 
If ranee, for the recovery of thefe places ; and they ar- 
lived at laft in the Firth, to the number of fix thoufand 
^en; one half of them Germans. They were com- 
manded by Defle, and under him by Andelot, Stroxzi, 
"Meilleraye, count RhingraVe. The Scots were at that 
time fo funk by their misfortunes, that five hundred 
Englifh horfe were able to rav^ige the whole country 
without refinance; and make inroads to the gates of the 
capital ". But on the appearance of the French fuccours, 
they collected more courage ; and having joined DelT^ 
with a confiderable reinfoi cement, they laid fiege to Had- 
dington ^. 'J bis was an undertaking for which they 
were themftKes loully unfit; being only accu domed to 
a kind of deiultory war, where they icrved without pay, 
and with a few --weeks provifions, which they brought 
along with them. Even with the afliftance of the French, 
they placed their chief hopes^ of fuccefs in ftarving the 
garrifon; and after fomc vain attempts to take the place 
by Si regular fitge, the blockade of Haddington wa^ 
. formed. The garrifon was repulfed with lofs in feveral 
tallies which they made upon the^ befiegers. 

The hoftilc attempts, which the late king and the 
prote^or had made againft Scotland, not being fteady, 
regular, nor puilied to the laft extremity, had lerved 
only to irritate the nation, and to infpire them witn the 
ftronge^ averfion to that confederacy, which was courted 
in fo violent a maHrier. Even thorfe who were inchned 
to the Knglifh diiance, were difpleaftd to have it ina- 
polcd on them by force of arms; and the earl of Hunr- 
lev, in particular, faid pleafantly, that he dilliked not the 
ma'ch, but he liared the manner of wooing ^, The 
qiittn dowagei, finding thefe fentiments to prevail, 
called a parliament, in an abbey near Haddington; and 
it was there propofed, that the yoking queen, for her 
greater Ittnriiy, fhould be lent to France, and be cono- 
rrn^ed to the proie£tion of that antient ally. Someob- 
jecled, that this meaiure was defperate, allowed no re- 

fource 

^' l]eag»ie. liiiT. of the -Campagnes 1548 and i «;49, p. 6. 
^^ Holin-llieci, p. 993. ^ ^ HeyJin. p 46. Paiie«. 
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^foarce in cafe of mifcarriage, expofed the Scots to be C H A P. 
iubjcQed by foreigners, involved them in perpetual war XXXIV. 

with England, and leit tbem no expedient, by which '^ v--**^ 

they could conciliate |he friendlhip of that powerful na- '54** 
tion. k was anfwered, on ihe othef hand, that the 
^ueen'« preien^ was the very caufje of war with Eng- 
land; that ihat nation would defi ft, when they fouuid^ 
that their views of forcing a marriage had become alto- 
gether impra&ixrable ; and that Henry, being engaged by 
by (o high a mark of confidence, would take their fo- 
yereign under hia guardianihip, and ufe his uimoft efFort« 
to defend the kingdom. 'Thefe aiguments were aided by 
French gold, which was plentifully diftributed among the 

^ nobles. The governor had a penfion conferred on him 
of twelve, thoufand livres an year, received the title of 
4uke x>F CJiai^lraylt, and obtained for his fon the com- 
mand of a hundred men at arms^. And as the clergy 
dreaded the confequences of the Englifh alliance, they 
feconded this n^afure with all the 7.eal and induftry, 
which cither principles or intereft could in fpire^ U wAsTouttg 
accordiBgly determined to fend the queen to France ; znd^ueen of 
what was underftood to be the neceflary confcquence, to Scots feni 
marry her to the dauphin. Villegaignon, commander of*'^ 
four French gallies lying in the Firth of Forth, fet fail as ^^^^^^* 
if he intended to return hotne; but when he reached the 
open fea, he returned northwards, paffed by theOrkneys, 
and came on thie w^ft coaft at Dunbarton : A very extra- 
ordinary voyage for (hips of that fabric ^. The young 
iqueen was there committed to him ; and being attended 
with tbe lords Arefkine and Livingftooe, (he put to fea, 
and after meeting with fome tempeftuous weather, ar- 
rived fafdy at Breft, whence (he was conduced to Paris, 
and foon after fhe w^s bethrothed to the dauphin. 
Somerset, prefled by many difficulties at home, and 

. ideipairing of fu^rcefs in his enterprize againft Scotland, 
was defirous of composing the difFfrences with that king- 
dom, and he oiFered the Scots a ten years truce ; but as 
t)iey infifted on bis reftoring ajl the places which he had 
taken, the propofal came to nothing. The Scots reco- 
vered the fortrelTes of Hgme and Faft-cadle by ftirprize, 
and put the garrifon to the fword : They repulfed, with 

lofs, 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 83. Buchanan, lib. xv. Keith, p. 55, 
Thuaaus, lib. v. c. 1$. ^ Thu<inl», lib. v. c. 15. 
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CHAP, lofs, the Fngliih, who, under the command of k)rd Sey- 
XXXIV. mour, made a delcenl, fird in Fife, then at Montrofe: 
^^^""v^ — ^ In the former adion, James Stuart, natural brother lo 
. *548. the que^, acquired honour; in the latter, Are(kine of 
Dun. An attempt was made by Sir Robert Bowes and 
Sir Thomas Palmer, at the head of a coniiderable body, 
to throw relief into Haddington; but thefe troops fallii^ 
into an ambufcade, were almoft whdiy cut in pieces *". 
And though a Imall body of two hundred men efcaped 
all the vigilance of the French, and arrived fafely in Had- 
dington, wiih Tome ammunition and proviiions, the gar- 
rifon was reduced to fuch difficulties, that the protestor 
found it neceffary to provide more cffe6lually for their 
relief. He raifed an army of eighteen rhoufand men, and 
adding three thoufand Germans, who, on the diflblution 
of the proteftant alliance, had offered their fervice to 
England, he gave the command of the whole to the earl 
of Shrewfbury ®. D'Effe raifed the blockade on the ap- 
proach of the Engliih ; and with great dilBcttlty maie 
good his retreat to Edinburgh, where he f ofted himfelf 
advantageoufly. Shrewfbury, who had loft the opportu- 
nity of attacking him on his march, durft not pv« him 
battle in his prefent fituartion; and contenting himfelf 
with the advantage already gained of fupplying Hadding- 
tonj he retired into England. 

While the French troops remained in Scotland, ma- 
ny complaints had arifen between them and the natives; 
and a Imall accident " having excited a tumuh irt Edin- 
burgh, the provort: and his fon were unfortunately killed 
by the Frencli Soldiers. This event encreafed the ani- 
niofity between the two nations: But D'Effe, in order 
to make atonement for that a6l: of violence, led his troops 
haftily to Haddington, and in the night-time attempted 
to iurprife the town. He found the garrifon unprepared 
to refill him ; and he had already entered the outer court: 
But a pjer.ch defcrter firing a cannon, which pointed to- 
wards the gatef, the fh(.t fell among the thickeft of the 
enemy, and made fuch havoc as threw the whole into 
confufion, and enabled the Englifh to repulfe them. It 
is pretended, that no lefs than a hundred per fons fell by 
this fmgle Ihot. 

The 

' 5?rowe, p. t^g$. Hollngfhed, p. 994. * Hajward, 
p. 291. " Bea^^ue. p. 68. Kaox, p. 81. 
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The French general was eminent for ability and ex- C H*A P. 
pcriencc ; but as he had not the good fortune to be ac- XX^V, 
ceptab)e to the Scots natiofi, it was thought proper to ^ — v-*-^^ 
recal hinri, and to fend over De Thermes in his place, ' 54^» 
D'Effe, before his departune, fortified Leith, which, 
from a fmall village, foon becannc a confiderable town> 
by the concourfe of inhabitants, who found there a iecu- 
rity, which they could no whece elfe enjoy in Scotland, 
He alfo attacked an Englifh garrifon in Inchkeith, an 
ifland oppofite to that harbour, and made them prifoners. 
After thefe exploits, he refigned his command to De 
ThermeS, who broiight over with him WonUic, bifhop 
of Valence, a man celebrated for wifdom and ability. 
This prelate was named chancellor of the kingdom; and 
it was probably intended, by his means, to inipire the 
nation with fome greater attachment to the principles of 
law and equity : But the Scots, impatient of reftrajnt, 
and jealous of a foreigner, cxpreffed fuch difcontent, 
that it was thought more prudent foon after to recal 
him ^ 

Though the proteQion of France was of great con- 
fequence to the Scots, in fupporting them againft the in- 
vafions of England, they reaped ftill more benefit from 
the di^flraSions and divifions, which had crept into th€ 
<;ouncib of that latter kingdom. Even the two brothers, 
the protedor and admiral, not content with the higii 
ftaiions which they feverally enjoyed, and the great emi- 
nence to which they had arifen, had entertained the moft 
violent jealoufy of each other's authority ; and they di- 
vided the whole court and kingdom, by their oppofite 
cabals and pretenfions. Lord Seymour was a man of in- 
fatiable ambition; arrogant, affuming, implacable; and 
though cfteemed of fuperior capacity ^to the protestor, 
he poffeffed not to the fame degree the confidence and re- 
.gard of the people. By his flattery and addrefs, he hai4 
fo infinuated himfelf into the good graces of the queen- 
dowager, that, forgetting her ufual prudence and de- 
cency, (he married him immediately upon the deceafe of 
the late king: Infomuch, that, had flie foon proved preg- 
nant, it might be doubtful to which hufband the child 
belonged. The credit a^d riches of this alliance fupport- 
ed the ambition of the admiral ; but gave umbrage to 

the 
^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 8$. Thuanus, lib. v. c, 15. 
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C H A F. the dutchefs of Somerfet, who, uneafj tha( the younger 

XXXIV. brother's wife fliould have the precedency, employed aU 

^•"^^ ' her iniereft with ber hufband, which was too great, 6rft 

^54^* to create, and then to widen a breach between the tw« 

bi 01 hers *^. 

The firft fy«>ptowisof this fnifunderftanding appeared 
when the prottdor commanded the army in Scotland. 
Secretary Paget, a man devoted to Someriet, remarked,. 
lh<it Seymour was forming feparate irnrigues among the 
counfellors; was corrttpting, by prefcnts, the king'o ier- 
vanis; and even endeavoaring, by improper indulgerctes 
and liberaiities, to captivate the affe^ions of the yovng 
monarch. Paget reprefenitd to hint the danger of ihi» 
condud ; defired him to refled on the numerous enemies, 
uhom the fudden elevation of their family had created ; 
and warned him that any diflenfion between him and the 
piotc^or would be greedily laid hold of, to draw on the 
ruin of both. Finding his rcmonArances kneSeSoal, he 
conveyed intelligence of the danger to Somerfct, and en- 
gaged htm to leave the cnierprize upon Scotland unfinifh- 
ed, in oider to guard agatnA the attempts of his domeftic 
enemies. In thecnfuing parliament, the admirars pro- 
jeds appeared ftiil more hazardous to public tranquillity ; 
and as he had acquired many partixans and retainers, he 
made a direQ attack upon his brother's authority. He 
reprefented to his friends, that formerly, during a mino- 
rity, the office of protestor of the kingdom had been 
kept feparate from that of governor of the king's perfon ; 
ard that the prefent union of thefe two important tru As, 
conferred on Someriet an authority, which could not 
fately be lodged in any fubjefifc ^» He even prevailed on 
the young king, to write a letter to the parliament, dc- 
fiiing that Sexniour might be appointed his governor ; 
aid ht had formed a party in the two houfes^ by which 
he ho} ed to have effeOed his purpofe. The defign was 
dii cove led before its execution ; and feme common friends 
wtre fent to lemonllrate with him, but had fo little in- 
fluence, that he threw out many menacing expreflions, and 
raihly threatened, ihat, if he was thwarted in his attempt, 
h» would make thi^ parliament the blacked that ever 

was 

'^ Hayward, p. 301. Heylin,p. 72. Camden. Thuanus, 
lib. vi. c' 5. Haynes, p. 6^t ^ Haynes, p. 82, 90. 
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was in England ^. The council fent for him, to anfwerC HAP. 
for his conduS ; but he refufed to attend : They then XXXIV. 
began to threaten in their turn, and int'ornaed him, that '^— "v-*— ' 
the king's letter, inftead of availing him any thing to the *54^- 
execution of his pur^ole, would be imputed to him as a 
criminal enterprize, and be conihued as a defign to dif- 
turb the government, by forming a feparate intereft with 
a child and minor. 1 hey -even let fall fome menaces of 
fendmg him to the tower for his temerity; and the admi- 
ral, finding himfelf prevented in his deiign, was obliged 
to f\;bmit, and to defire a reconciliation with his brother. 
The mild and moderate temper of Somerfet made 
him willing io forget thefe entecprizes of the admiral ; 
but the ambition of that turbulent Ipirit could not be to 
eafily appeafed. His fpouCe, the queen-dowager, died 
in child-bed ; but fo far from regarding this event as a 
check to his afpi ring views, he founded on it the fcheme 
of a more extraordinary elevation. He made his ad- 
dreflfes to the lady Elizabeth, then in the iixteenth year 
of her age; and that princeis, whom even the hurry of 
bufinefs, and the purfuits of ambition, eould not^ in her 
more advanced years, difengage entirely from the tender 
pailions, feems to have liftened to the iniinuations of a 
man, who pofTeffed every talent proper to captivafe the 
affe3ions of the fair ^. But as Henry the eighth had ex- 
cluded his daughters from all hopes of fucceffion, if thejp 
married without the confent of his executors, which Sey- 
mour could never hope to obtain ; it was concluded, that 
he propofed to efFeSuate his purpofe by expedients ftill 
more ralh and more criminall All the other meafures of 
the admiral tended to confirm this fufpicion. He conti- 
nued to attack, by prefents, the fidelity of all fuch as had 
more immediate accefs to the king's perfon : He endea- 
voured to feduce that young prince into his interefts: He 
found means of holding a private correfpondence with 
him : He openly decried his brother's adminiftration ; 
and afferted, that, by cnlifting Gernjans, and other fo- 
reigners, he intended to form a mercenary army, which 
endangered the king's authority, and tl^e liberty of the 
people: By promifes. and perfuafion he brought over to 
his party jiaany of the principal nobility ; and had diftri- 
buted his intereft all over England: He negleded not 

even 

■ Haynes, p. 75. ^ Haynes, p. 95, 96, loi, 108* 
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CHAP, eveft the mod popular perfons of inferior rank ; and ba^ 
XXXIV. computedy that he cooM, on ocorfion, raife an array of 
10,000 meir, compofed of his fervants, tenants, and re- 
tainers * : He had already [provided arms for their ufe ; 
and having engaged in his interefis Sir John Sharington^ 
a very corrupt man, mailer of the mint at firifiol, he 
flattered himi'elf that money woold not be wanting. So- 
merfet was Well apprized of all thefe aFarming circum- 
ftances, and endeavoured by the mod friendly e^pedientsy 
by intreaty, reafon, and even by heaping new favours* 
upon the admiral, to make hun depart frbm his pff cipi- 
tatt: councils: But finding all his endeavours meffedualy 
he began to think of more fevere remedies. The earl of 
Warwic was an ill inflrument between the brothers ; ami 
had formed the defign, by inflaming the quafreU to raife 
his own fortune on the ruins of both. 

Dudley, earl of Warwic, was the f6n of that Dud- 
ley, minifler to Henry the feventh, who havmg, by ra- 
pine, extortion, and pcrverfion of law, incurred the ha- 
tred of the public, had b^n facrificed to popuhr amimo- 
fity, in the beginning of the fubfequent reign. The late 
king, fenfible of the iniquity, at leaft ifHegarity of the 
femence, had afterwards reitored young Dudley's blood 
by ad of parliament ; and finding 4)im endowed with abi- 
lity, induftry, and enterprixe, he had entrufied htm with 
many important comiYmnds, and had ever found htm fuc-^ 
cefsful in all his undertakings. He raifed him to the dig- 
nity of vifcount Lifle, conferred on him the office of ad- 
miral, and gave him by his will a place ftmong^ his exe- 
cutor's. Dudley made ftill farther progrefs dtiring the 
minority ; and having obtained the title of earl of War- 
' wic, and undermined the credit of Southampton, he bore 
the firft, rank among the protedor's connfellors. The 
victory, gained at Pinkey, was mach a(cribed to his 
courage and conduct ; and he was univerfally regarded as 
a man equally endowed with the talents of peace and of 
war. But all thefe virtues were obfcured by ftill greater 
vices; an exorbitant ambition, an infatiable avarice, si 
negleft of decency, a contempt of juftice : And as he 
found, that lord Seymour, whofe ability and enterprize 
he cbiefty dreaded, was involving himfelf in ruin by his 
rafh councils, he was determined to puih hm\ on the pre- 
cipice j 
^ Hnynes, p. loS, 106. 
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^pke ; and thereby remove the chief obftaole to his own CHAP, 
projeded greatnefi. XXXIV. 

When Somerfet found that the public peace was en- '^^ *v-**-* 
dangered by his brother's feditious, not to fay rebellious, •54^. 
ichemesy he was the more eafily perfuaded by Warwic, 
to employ the extent of royal authority againft him ; and 
after depriving him of the office of admiral, he figned 
a warrant for committing him to the tower. Some of 
his accomplices were alfo taken into cuftody ; and thre« 
privy counteUors, being fent to examine them, made a 
report, that they had met with very full and important 
difcoveries. Yet ftiU the protedor fufpended the blow, 
and (hewed a relu^ance to ruin his brother. He offered 
to depait from the profecution, if Seymour would pro- 
mi fe him a cordial reconciliation ; and relinquifhing all 
ambitious hopes, be contented with a private life, and 
jetire into the country. But as Seymour made no other 
anfwer to theie friendly offers than menaces and defiances^ 
Ue ordere^i a charge to be drawn up againft him, confid- 
ing of thirty-three articles ^ ; and the whole to be laid 
before the privy-council. It is pretended, that every 
particular was fo in^ionteftably proved, both by witneffes 
and his ownhand'writing, that there was no room for 
idoubt i yet did the council think proper to go in a body to 
the tower, in order more fully to examine the prifoner. 
He was not daunted by the appearance : He boldly de« 
manded a fair trial; required to be confronted wth the 
witneffes ; defired that the charge might be left with him^ 
in order to be confidered ; and refufed to anfwer any in- 
terrogatories, by which he might accufe himfelf. 

It is apparent, that, not with (landing what is pretend- 
ed, there muft have been fome deficiency in the evidence 
againft Seymour, when Aich demands, founded on the 
plalneft principles of law and equity, were abfolutely 
rejeded. We (hall indeed conclude, if we earefully ex- 
amine the charge, that many of the articles were gene- 
ral, and fcarce capable of any proof; many of them, if 
true, fufceptible of a more favourable interpretation; 
and that, though, on the whole, Seymour appears to 
have been a very dangerous fubjed, he had not advanced 
far in thofe treafonable projeds imputed to him. The 
chief part of his guilt feems to have con(ifted in (bme 

Vol. IV. T unwarrantable 

» Burnet, vol. 11. CoH. 31. 2 & 3Edw. VI. c. 18. 
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C H A P. unwarrantable pra£tices in the admiralty , by which py- 
XXXIV. rates were proteded, and illegal impofitions laid upon the 
^-^">^'*^^ merchants. 

^54®. But the adminiftration had, at that time, an eafyin* 
firument of vengeance, to wit, ihe^ parliament; and 
needed not to give themfelves any concern with regard 
either to the guilt of the perions whom they profecuted, 
or, the evidence which could be produced againft them. 
AparUa- A fcffion of parliament being held, it was propofed to 
mint, proceed againll Seynaour by bill of attainder/; and much 
4iA ATov. perfuafion being employed to engage the young king to 
confent to it, a confiderable weight was put on his ap- 
probation. The matter waS firft laid before the upper 
houfe; and feveral peers, rifing up in their pbces, gave 
an account of what they knew cencerning lord Seymour's 
l-.g condu&and his criminal words or adions« Thefe narra- 
JttdinJer ^i^^* ^^^^ received for undoubted evidence ; and though 
of lord the prifoxter had formerly engaged many friends and par- 
Seymour, titans among the nobility, no one had either the courage 
or equity to move^ that he might be heard in his own 
defence, that the teflimony againft him fliould be deli- 
Tered in a legal manner, ai>d that he 0iould be confront- 
ed with the witnefies.^ A Httle mc^re fcruple was made 
in the houfe of commons: There were even fome mem-* 
hers who objeSed againft the whole method of proceed- 
ing by biik of attainder^ pafled in abfence ; and required, • 
that a formal trial fhould be given to every man before- 
March io. bis condemnation. But upon receiving a meflage froM 
the king, requiring them to proceed, and offering that 
the fame narratives fhould be laid before them which had 
fatisScd the peers, they were eafily prevailed on to ac- 
quiefcc ^ The hill pafled in a foil houfe. Near four 
hundred voted for it ; and not above nine or ten againft 
it ^. The fentencc was foon after executed, and the pri- 
His execu' foncr was beheaded on tower hill. The warrant was 
tion. ftgned by Somerfet, who was expofed to much blame, 

on account of the violence, of thefe proceedings. The 
attempts of the admiral feemed chiefly to be levelled 
againft l^is brother's uftirped authority; and though his 
ambitious, enterprizing charaSer, encouraged by a mar- 
riage with the lady Elizabeth, might have proved ha- 
zardous to public tranquillity, the prudence, of forefee- 

ing 

*•' a & 3 Edw. VI. c. i8. « Burnet, vol. u. p. 99. 
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Ing dangers at fuch a diftance, was deemed tbo^gfeat ; and C H A P- 
the remedy was plainly illegal, it could only be faid, XXXIV. 
that this bill of attainder was fomewhat more tolerable ^^ — v*^^ 
than the preceding ones, to which the nation had been *i49- 
enured. For here, at leaA, fome fhadow of evidence 
was produced. 

All the confiderablc bufinefs tranfafted this feffion, ^cc/*//?/. 
befid^'S the attainder of lord Seymour, regarded ecclefi- //V/i/ ^z/- 
aftical matters; which were now the chrefobjeA of con-A'V/. 
ccrn throughout the notion. A committee of bifhops and 
olivines had been appointed by the council to frame a li* 
turgy ; and they had executed the work committed to 
them. They proceeded with moderation in this delicate 
^undertaking : They retained as much of the antient mafs 
as the principles of the reformers would permit: They 
indulged nothing to the fpirit of contradi6tion, which fo 
naturally takes place in all great innovations: And they 
flattered themfelves, that they had framed a fervice, in 
which every denomination of Chriftians might, without 
fcruple, concur. The mafs had been celebrated in Latin ; 
a pra£lice which might have been deenried abfurd, had 
it not been found ufeful to the clergy, by nrnprefring the 
people with an idea of fome myfterious unknown virtue 
inthofe rites, and by checking all their pretenfions to be 
familiarly acquainted with their religion. But as the re- 
formers pretended, in fpmefew particulars, to encourage 
private judgment in the laity, the tranflation of the litur- 
gy, as well as of the Scriptures^ into the vulgar tongue, 
feemed more conformable to the genius of their feS; and 
this innovation, with the retrenchment of prayers to 
iaints, and of fome fupciftitious cerenK>nies, was.tha 
chief difference between the old mals and the new litur- 
gy. The parliament eftabliflied this form of worlhip in 
all the churches, and ordered an uniformity to be obferve4 
in all the rites and ceremonies ". 

There was another very material a£l, which pafTed. 
this (eflion. Th,e former canons had eftablifhed the ce« 
libacy of the clergy ; and though this praftice be ufually 
afcribed to the policy of the court of Rome, who thought, 
that the eccleiiaftics would be more devoted to their 
spiritual head, and lefs dependant on the civil magiftrate, 
when fieed from the powerful tye of wives and children ; 
T 2 yet 

« 2&3Edw. VI. c. I. 
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CHAP, yet was ihis inftitution much, forwarded hf the principles 
XXXIV. of fupcrftition inherent in human nature. Thefe prin- 

^"*"">^"-'^^ ciplc5 hid rendered the panegyrics of an inviolate chafti- 
•549- ty fo frequent among the antient fathers, long before the 
clUblifliment of celibacy. And even the Englifli parlia- 
n)ent, though they framed a law, permitting the mar- 
riages of priefts, yet confefs, in the preamble, " that it 
•• were better for priefts and minifiers of the church to 
** live chafte and without marriage, and it were much to 
** be wiihcd they would of themfelves abftain.'* The 
tnconveniencies, which had arifen from the compeHing 
of chaftity and the prohibiting of marriage, are the rea- 
fons affigned for indulging a liberty in this particular K 
The ideas of penance alfo were fo mach retained in other 
particulars, that an ad of parliament pafTed, prohibiting 
the ufe of (lefti-meat^ during Lent and other times of 
abftinence ^. 

The^ 

' 2&3Edw.VI.c. ai. 

'^ 2 & 3 Edw^VI. cap. ig. Another aft, paiTed this feC- 
iion, takes notice in ih<; preamble, that the city ofYork» for- 
tncrly well inhabited, was now much decayed : Jnfomuch that 
many of the cures could not afford a competent maintenance 
to the incumbents. To remedy this inconrenience, the magis- 
trates were impowered to unite as many parifhes as they thought 
proper. Ah eccleiiaftic^! hiftorian, Collier, vol. ii. p. 230, 
thinks, that this decay of York is chiefly to be afcribed to the 
diifolutionof mooaikeries, by which they fell into the hands of 
perfons who lived at a diftance. 

A very grievous tax was inipofed this feilion upon the whole 
jdock and mqnied intereft of the kingdom, and even upon its 
induftry. It was a iliilling hi the pound yearly, during three 
years, on every perfon worth ten pounds or upwards: The 
double on aliens and denizens. . Thefe laft, if above twelve 
years of age. and it worth lefs than twenty /liillings, were 10 
pay eight pence yearly. Every wether was to pay two pence 
yearly j every ewe three pence. The woollen manufacturers 
'Were to pay eight pence a pound on the value of all the cloth 
ihcy made. Theie exorbitant taxes on money arc a proofs 
that few people lived on the money Mcnt out at intereft : For 
this tax amounts to the half of the yearly income of all money* 
holders, during three years, eftimating their intereft at the 
rate allowed by lawi and was too grievous to be borne, if ma* 
ny perfons had been affected by it. It is remarkable, that no 
tax ac all was laid upon land this felllon. The profit^ of mer* 

chandile 
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The principal tenets and praSices of the catholic rcli- C fl A P. 
gion were now aboliihed, and the reformarion, luch as XXXIV. 
we enjoy at prefent, was almoft entirely compleated in ^ — v—^^ 
England. But the doQrine of the real prefcnce, though *S49* 
tacitly condemned by the new communion-fervice, and by 
the abolition of many antient rites, flill retained fome hold 
of the minds of men; and it was the laft dodrine of pope- 
ry, which was wholly abandoned by the people K The 
great attachment of the late king to that tenet might be 
fome ground for this obftinacy ; but the chief caufe was 
really the extreme abfurdity of the principle itfelf, and 
the profound veneration^ which of courfe it imprefTed on 
the Imagination. The priefts likewife were much in- 
clined to favourN^n opinion, which attributed to them fo 
miraculous a pow^r ; and the people, who believed, that 
they participated of the very body and blood of their Sa- 
viour, were loth to renounce fo extraordinary, and, as. 
they imagined, fo falutary a privilege. The general at- 
tachment to this dogma was fo violent, that the Lutherans, 
notwithftanding their feparation from Rome, hadthought 
proper, under another name, flill to retain it: And the 
catholic preachers, in England, when reftrained in every 
other particular, could not forbear, on every occafion^ 
from inculcating that tenet. Bonner, for this o£Rence a- 
mong others, had been tried by the council, had been 
deprived of his fee, and had been committed to cuftody. 
Gardiner alfo, who had recovered his liberty, appeared 
anew refraSory to the authority, which elVabliftied the 
♦ate innovations ; and he feemed willing to countenance 
that opinion, much favoured by all the Englifh catholics, 

that 

chandife were commoaly fo high, that it was fuppofed it could 
bear this impoiidon. The moft abfurd part of the law feems 
to be the tax upon the woollen manufacture. See a & 3 Edw. 
VI. cap 36, The fubfequent parliament repealed the tax on 
/heep and woollen cloth. 3 &4Edw. VI. cap. 23. But they 
continued the other tax a year longer. Ibid. 

The clergy taxed ihemfelvcs at fix fhHlings in the pound to 
be paid in three years. This taxation was ratified in parlia- 
ment, which had been the common practice fince the reforma- 
tion, as if the clergy had no legiflative power, even over them- 
fclves. See 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 35. 
^ fiurnet, vol. ii. cap. 104. 
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C H A P.thi^the king was indeed iuprcme head of the church, 
XXXIV. but not the council during a minority. Having declined 

^***>^"***^ to give full faiisfaflion on this head, he was ient to the 
'549- tower, and threatened with farther e(FeQs of the co\in- 
cil's difpleafure. 

These feverities, being exercifed againft men, pof- 
fefled of oflB^e and authority, feemed, in that age, a ne- 
ceffary policy, in oider to enforce an uniformity in pub- 
lic woriiiip and difcipline : Eut there were other inllances 
of perfecution, derived from no other origin than the bj-r 
gotry of theologians ; a malady, which feems almoft in- 
curable. . Though the proteftant divines had ventured tq 
renounce opinions, deemed pertain during fo many cen- 
turieSf they regarded, m their lu^n, the new fyftem as 
fo certain, that they would bear po contradidion with 
regard to it ; and they were ready to burn in the fame 
flames, from which they thenilelves had fp narrowly 
efcaped, every one that had the affurance to oppof^ 
them. A commiflion by a& of council was grapted to 
the primate and Ipme others, to examine and fearch after 
all anabaptiils, heretics, or contemners of the book o( 
common prayer ^. They we^^ enjoined to reclaim them, 
if poflible ; to impofe penance on them '^ and to give 
them abfolution : Or if tbefe criminals were obflinate^ 
to excommunicate and imprifon them* and to deliver 
them over lo'the fecular aim: And in the ei^ecution of 
this chaige, the coramiifioners wece not bound to obfcrvc 
the ordinary methods of trial ; the forms of law were 
dilpenfcd with ; and if ary .ftatutes happened to inter- 
fere with the powers in the cpm^niflionj, they we^e over- 
ruled and abrogated by the council. Sorne tradefnien in 
London were brought before thefe comtnifli oners, and 
. "were accufed of maintaining, ^mong other opinions, that 
t man regenerate could not fin, and that, though th? 
outward man mi^ht offend, the inward was incapable of 
all guilt. They were prevailed oo to abjure, and were 
difmiffed. But there was a woman accufed of heretical 
praviiy, called Joan Bocher, or Joan of Kent, who vfsts 
ib extremely obftinate, that the commiffioners could gaio 
nothing upon h«r. Her dodrine was, ** That Chritl 
** \vas not truly incarnate of the virgin, whole flefli, be- 

" ing 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3. Rymcr, torn. iv. p. iSi. 

\ 
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^* ing tbc outward man, was fmfully begotten and bom C H A K 
** in fin 5 aiid confe<juently, he couJd t»ke none of it : XXXIV, 
*' But the word^ by the confent of the ijiward man of ^— v— *-> 
^* the virgin, wasniadeflefli ^.'* This opinion, it would *549« 
feem, is not orthodox; and there was a neceifity for 
maintaining it. Bat the young king, though in fuchten- 
-der years, had ntiore fenle than aU his couufellors and 
preceptors ; ajid he long refufed to Cgn the warrant for 
Jier execution. Cranmer was f niployed to perfuade him 
Jto compliance; and hje faid^ that there was a great dif- 
ference between errors in other points of diyinity, and 
thofe which were direSly /contradidory to the Apoftles 
<:reed : Thefe latter wei-e impieties »gainft God, which 
the prinoe, being God*s <leputy, pvght to reprefs ; in 
like manner, as the king's deputies were bound to punilh 
offences againft the king's perfon. Edward; overcome 
by importunity more than reafon, at Jaft fobmittcd, 
though with tears in bis ^yes ^ and he told Cranmer, 
that, if any wrong was done^ the guilt (hould lie «jfitirely 
on his iiead. ThiC primate, after making a new effort 
to reclaim the woman from her errors, and finding her 
pbftinate againft all his arguments, at lad committed her 
to the flames. Some fime ^f(er, a Dutchman^ called 
Van Paris, accufed of the herefy, which has reiceived 
|he name of Ariamfm, was condemned to the fame pu- 
niihment. He fuffered with fo much fatisfaQion, thaf 
he hugged and carejTed the faggots, which were cour 
filming him; a fpecies of frenzy, of which there is more 
than one inftapce among the niartyrs of this reign °. 

These rigorous methods of -proceeding foon brought 
the whole nation to a conformity, fecming or real, with 
the new doftrine and the new liturgy. The lady Mary 
alone continued to adhere to the mafs, and refqfed to ad- 
|i(iit thfs eftabliihcd modes -of worlhip. When prefle^ 
and menaced 4:^1 this head, ihe applied to the emperor; 
who, ufin£ his intereft with Sir Philip Hobby, the Eng- 
li(h ambaUador, procured her a temporary connivance 
from the council '. 

^ Burnet, yol. ii. coll. 35. Sirype's Mem, Cranin. p. i8t. 
^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. iiz. Sirype's Mem. Cramii. p. i8|. 
** Heylin, p. Ip2. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXXV. 

Dif contents of the people InfurreBions Cotidu^ of 

the war with Scotlind with Fremce^ ^ hakims in 

the council.'''' — Can/piracy againjl S^merfet, Somer^ 

Jet rejigns the prote^orjbip.^—^ J parliament, « 

Peace with France and Scotland, — ^ — - Boulogne fur render- 
ed, ■ Perfecution of Gardiner. — — IVarwic created 

duke of Northumberland, His ambition. Triai 

of Somerfet. His execution* 4 parliaments 

A new parliament. • Succeffiqn ci(inge4. -^-^ The 

hinges pcknefs and death., 

CHAP. ^THHERE is no abufe fo great, in civil fociety, ^. 

XXXV. X "^^ ^^ ^^ attended with a variety of beneficial con- 

v—v^-,^ Sequences ; and in the beginnings of rcformationj, the lois 

1549, of thcfe advantages is always telt very fenfiWy, while th^ 

Dijcon- benefit r^fiiltirg from the change^ i» the flow cfiFe6t of 

'^"'^^/'^^ time, and is feldom perceived by the bulk of a nation, 

/f^/r. Scarce any inftitution can be imagined lels favourable^ 

in the main, to the interefts of mankind than that of 

monks and friars ; yet was it followed by many good ef- 

feds, whichj^having ceafed by the fupprefTion of monaf- 

teries, were very much regretted by the people of Eng-» 

land. The monks, reftding always in their convents^ in 

the heart of their eftates, fpent their money in the pro- 

" vinces and among rheif tenants, afforded a ready market 

for cornmodities, were a luie relource to the poor and 

indigent; and though their hofpitality and charity gave 

but too much encouragement to idlenefs, and prevented 

the encreafe of public riches, yet did it provide, to nia- 

ny, a remedy againft the extreme preffuresof want and 

necefTity. It is alfo oWervable, that, a/the ftiars were 

limited, by the rules of their inftitution, to a certain 

train of life, they had not equal motives for extortion 

with other men ; and they were acknowledged to have 

been in England, as they ftiU are in Roman catholic 

countries, the beft and moft indulgent landlords. The 

'abbots and priors were permitted to give leafes at an un- 

^ der-valuc, and to receive, in return, a lai^e prefent from 

the tenant ; in the fame manner as is ftill praftifed by the 

bifhops and colleges. But wh^p the abbey-lands werq 

' di.ftj"ibutccl 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EDWARD VI. 281 

«ii(lribated among the great nobility and courtiers, they CHAP, 
fell under a different management: The rents of farms XXXV.' 
were raifed, while the tenants found not the fame facili- ^"^ — ^'^^ 
ty in difpofing of the produce ; the money was fpcnt in '549- 
the capital; and the farmers, living at a diftance, were 
cxpofed to all the oppreiSons of their new naaflers, or to 
the dill greater rapacity of the ftewards. 

These complaints of the common people were at 
that time heightened by other caufes. The arts of ma- 
iiufadure were much more advanced in other European 
countries than in Eagland ; and even in England thefe arts 
had made greater progrefs than the knowledge of agricul- 
ture ; a profeflfon, which, of all mechanical employments, 
requires the moft reflexion and experience, A great de- 
unahd arofe for wool both abroad and at home : Paflurage 
was found more profitable than unikiltul tillage: Whole 
cftates were laid wafte by inclofdres: The tenants, re- 
garded as a ufelefs burthen, were expelled their habitati- 
ons : Even the cottagers, deprived of the commons, on ' 
which they .formerly fed their cattle, were reduced to mi- 
fery : And a great decay of people, as well as diminu- 
tion of th$ former plenty, was remarked in the kingdom \ 
This grievance was now of an old date ; and Sir Thomas 
Idore, alluding to it, obferves in his Utopia, that a ftieep 
had become in England a more ravenous animal than a 
}ion or wolf, and devoured whole villages, cities^ and 
provinces. 

The general encreafc alfo of gold and filver in Eu- 
rope, after the difcovcry of the Weft-Indies, had a ten- 
dency to inflame thefe complaints. The growing demand, 
in the more commercial countriej, had heightened every 
where the price of commodities, which could eafily be 
Iranfported thither; but in England, the labour of rnen, 
who could not fa eafily change their habitation, ftill rc^ 
inained nearly at their antient rates; and the poor people 
iromplained that they could no longer gain a fubfiftencc 
by their induftry. It was by an addition alone of toil 
Und application they were enabled to procure a mainte- 
nance ; and though this encrcafe of induftry was at laft 
the effea of the prefent fituation, and an eflFea very be- 
neficial to focicty, yet was it difficult for the people to 
(hake off their former habits of indolence ; and nothing 

hut 
^ Strypc, vol.ii. Rcpofitory Q^ 
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CHAP, but ncccffity could compel them to that exertion of ihei^ 
XXXV. faculties. 

^^-^-v-**^' It mufl alfo be remarked, that the profufionof Hen- 
1549* ry the eighth had reduced him, notwithdanding his rapa- 
city, to iuch diiGculties^ that he had been obliged to re- 
nedy a prelcnt neceflity, by the perqicious expedient of 
debaiing the coin ; and the wars, in which the* protedor 
had been involved^ had induced him (o i:^rry dill farther 
the fame abufe. The ufual confequences enfued : Th« 
good coin was hoarded or exported ;. bafc metal was coin- 
ed at home or imported from abroad in great abundance ; 
the common people, who received their wages in^it, 
could not purchafe commodities at the ufual rates ; an 
pniverfal diffidence and flagnation of commerce took 
place ; and loud complaints were heard in every paft of 
kngland. 

The proteSor, who loved popularity, and compaflir 
onated the condition of the people, encouraged thefe 
complaints by his enfdeavours to remedy them. He ap- 
pointed a commiflion for making enquiry concerning in- 
clofures ; and iflued a proclamation, ordering all late in- 
clofurcs to be laid open by a day afEgned, The populace, 
meeting with fuch countenance from the government, 
began to rife in feveral phces, and to commit dtfprders; 
but were quieted by remonflrances and perfpafion. In 
order to give them greater fatisfaSion, Sonierfet appointr 
ed new commiflioners, whom he fent every where, with 
an unlimited power to hear and determine all caufe$ 
about inclofures, high- ways, and cottages ^. As the ob" 
jeS of this commiiTion was very difagrecable to the gentry 
and nobility, they ftigmatized the commiflion as arbitrary 
and illegal ; and the common people, fearing it would be 
eluded, and being impatient for immediate redrefs, could 
no logger contain their fury, but fought for a remedy by 

Infurrec- i^^<^^ of arms. The rifing began at once in feveral parts 

Hons. of England, as if an univerfal confpiracy had been form- 

,cd by the commonalty. The rebels in Wilt(hire were 
difpeifcd by Sir William Herbert: Thofe in the neigh- 
bouring counties, Oxford and Glocefter, by lord Gray of 
\Viho«. Many of the rioters were killed in the f^eld : 
Others were executed by martial law. The commotions 
in Hampfhire, Suflex, Kent, and other counties, wer^ 

quieted 

* Burnet, vol. ii, p, 115. Strype, rol. ii. p. 171. 
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quieted by gentler ipethcKls; but the diforders in De- C H A P- 
vonihire and Norfojk threatened the mod fatal confe- XXXV. 
quences. ^— ■"V-**!^ 

^"he comnnonalty in Devonshire began with the nfqa^ '549-^ 
pretence of mclofures and of oppreflions froni rhe gen- 
try ; but the parifli prieft of Samford-Counenay had the , 
acidrefs to give their difcpntents a direftlon towards reli- 
gion ; and the delicacy of this fubjeft, in the prefent 
emergency, made the infurreQiop immediately appear 
dangerous. In other countries, the gentry had Jeept clofe- 
ly united with the government ; but here nriany of thcni 
took part with the populate ; among others^ Humphrey 
Arundel, governor of St. Michael's Mount. Tfie rioters 
wece brought into the form of a regular army» and a- 
mounted to th^ number of ; 0,000 mea. Lord Ruffcl 
had been fent againft them at the head of a fmall force ; 
but finding himielf too weak to encounter them in the 
fields he kept at a diftance, and began to treat and nego^ 
ciate with them ; in hopes of eluding their fury by delay, 
and of difperfing then) by the difficulty of their fubfifting 
in a body, 'fheir demands were, that the mafs {houl4 
be reftorcd,.half of the abbey-lands refumed, the law 
of the fix articles executed, holy ^ater and holy bread 
refpeSed, and all other particiilar grievances redrefled^ 
The cpuncil^ ta whom Ruffel tranfmitted thefe demands, 
' fent a haughty anfwer; exhorte^ the rebels to difperfe j 
and promised them pardon upon their immediate fubmif- 
fion. Enraged at this difappointment, they marched to 
Exeter; carrying b^^fore them croffes, banners, holy- 
water, candlefticks, and oth^r implements of the antient 
fuperftition ; together with the hoft, which they cOr 
vered with a canopy ^. The inhabitants of Exeter fliut 
their gates; and the rebels, as they had no cannon, e 
deavoured to take the place, firft by fcalade, then 1 
mining, -but were repulfed in every attempt. Ruf 
meanwhile lay at Honiton, till reinforced by Sir Wiilia 
Herbert, and lord Gray, with fome German horfe, ai 
fome Italian arquebufiers under Battifta Spinola. I 
then refolved to attempt the relief of Exeter, which h 
' now reduced to extremities. He attacked the rebe 
drove them from all their pofts, did great execution u 



^ Hay ward, p. 292. Holingflicd, p. 1003. Fox, vol. 
p. 666. Mem. Cranm. p. 186. ^ Heylin, p. 76. 
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on them both in the aSion and purfuit *, and took many 
priloners. Arundel and the other leaders were fent to 
London, tried and executed. Many of the inferior fort 
'549- were put to death by martial law"": The vicar of St. 
Thomas, one of the principal incendiaries, was hanged 
on the top of his own Oeeple, arrayed in his popifh weeds, 
with his beads at his girdle ^. 

The infurreSion in Nprfolk rofc to a ftill greater 
height, and was attended with greater violences. The 
populace were at fird excited,, as in ether places, by the 
complaints againil inclofures ; but finding tbeir numbers 
^ amount to twenty thoufand men, they grew infolent on 
their force, and proceeded to more exorbitant prerenfi- 
ons. They required the fuppreflion of the gentry, the 
placing, of new counfellors about the king, and the rc- 
eftablifbment of the antient rites. One Ket, a tanner, 
had affumed the government of them ; and he exercifed 
his authority with the utmoft infolence and outrage. 
Having taken poffeffion of Moufhold-Hill, near Norwich, 
he ereSed his tribunal under an 0I4 oak, jhence called 
the oak of reformation ; and fummoning the gentry to 
appear before him, he gave fuch decrees as might be 
expected from his charaQer and fituation. The marquis 
of Northampton was firfl ordered againft him ; but met 
with a repuUe, in an adion, where lord Sheffield was 
killed". The protedor affeSed popularity, and cared 
not to appear in perfon j^ainft the rebels : He therefore 
fent next the earl of Warwic at the head of 6000 men, 
levied for the wars againft Scotland; and he thereby af- 
forded his mortal enemy an opportunity of augmenting 
his reputation and charafter. Warwic, having tried 
fome (kirmifhcs with the rebels, at laft made a general 
attack upon them, and put them to flight. Two thou- 
fand fell in the flight and purfuit ; Ket was hanged at 
Norwich caflle; nine of his followers on the boughs of 
# the oak of reformation ^and the infurr«dion was entirely 
fuppreflcd. Some rebels in Yorkfhire, hearing of the 
fate of their companions, accepted the offers of pardon, 

and 

^' Stowe's Annqfs, p 597. Hayward, p. 295. ' Hay- 

ward, p. 295, 296. ^ Heylin, p. 76. HoHnglTied, p. 1026. 
" Stowc, p. 597. Holiugihcd, p. 1036.— 34. Strype, vol. 
ii. p. 174. 
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and threw down their arms. A general indemnity was CHAP, 
foon after publiftied by the proteaor *. XXXV. 

But though the infurredions were thus quickly fub- ^^ — v""*^ 
dued in England, and no traces of them feemcd to ^^' ^^^f^' 
main, they were attended with bad confequences to the ^'', 
foreign interefts of the nation. The forces of the ^^*l 7/c*'^ 
of Warwic, which might have made a great impreffion ^^^ 
on Scotland, were diverted from that enierprize ; and 
De Thermes had l^ifure to reduce that country to fome 
feitlement and compofure. He took the fortrefs of 
Broughty, and put ^he garrifon to the fword. He ftrait- 
ened the Englifli at Haddington ; and though lord Dacres 
found means to throw relief into the place, and to rein- 
force the garrifon, it was experienced to be very charge- 
able, and even impradicabie, to keep pofleflion of that 
fortrefs. The whole country in the neighbourhood was 
laid wade by the inroads both of the Scots and Engliih, 
and could afford no fupply to the garrifon : The place lay 
above thirty miles from the borders; fo that a regular ar- 
my was neceffary to efcort thither any provifions: and as 
the plague had broke out among the troops, they perifhed 
daily, and were reduced to a flate of great weaknefs. 
For thefe reafons, orders were given to difmantle Had- 
dington, and to convey the artillery and garrifon to Ber- 
wic ; and the earl of Ruiland, now created warden of 
|he Eaft Marches, executed the orders. 

The king of France alfo took advantage of th« dif- fVsiB 
tra&ioRs of the Englifh, and made an attempt to recover Fnu^ce, 
Boulogne, and that territory, which Henry the eighth had 
conquered from France. On other pretences, he af- 
fembled an army ; and falling fuddenly upon the BouU 
lonois, took the caftles of Sellacque, Blackneis, and Am- 
bleteufe, though well fupplied with garrifons, ammuni- 
tio;i, and provifions ^. He endeavoured to furprize Bou- 
lenberg, and was repulfed ; but the garrifon, not think- 
ing the place tenable after the lofs of the other fortreffes, 
dedroyed the works, and retired to Boulogne. The 
rains, which fell in great abundance during the autumn, 
and a peftilential diftemper, which broke out in the French 
camp, deprived Henry of all hopes of fuccefs againft 
Boulogne itfelf; and he retired to Parish He left the 

command 

» Hayward, p. 297, 298, 299, ^ Thuanus, lib. vi. c. 6. 
^ Hayward, P'3^0' 
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CHAP, command of the trmy to Gafper de Colign)% lord of 
XXXV. Chatttllon, fo famous afterwards under the name of ad- 

^^'>r^^' miral Cotigny ^ and he gave him orders to form the 

"549- fiege early ill the Ipring. The aftive difpofition of thb 

general engaged him to make, during the winter^ feveral 

atiemptt againtl they place; but they proved all unfuc- 

celsful. 

Strozzi, who commanded the French fleet and gal- 
leys, endeavoured to make a defcent on Jerfey; but 
meeting there with an Engliili fleet, an adion enfued, 
which feems not to have been decifive, fince the hifto- 
rians of the two nations diflFer fo widely in their accounts 
of the event **. 

As foon as the French war broke out, the proteflor 
endeavoured to fortify himfelf with the alliance of the 
emperor ; and he fent over fecretary Pager to Bruflels, 
where Charles then refided, in order to aflift Sir Philip 
Hobby, the ordinary ambaflkdor, in this negociation. 
But that prince had formed a defign of extending his do- 
minions, by ading the part of champion for the catholic 
religion ; and though extremely defirous of accepting the 
Englilh alliance againft France, his capital enemy, he 
thought it unfuitableto his other pretenfions to enter into 
ftria confederacy with a nation, which had broke oflF all 
connexions with the church of Rome. He therefore de- 
clined the advances of friendfliip from England; and 
eluded the applications of the ambafladors. An exa3 ac- 
count is preferved of this negociation in a letter of Hob- 
by's ; and it is remarkable, that the emperor, in a con- 
verfation with the Englilh minifters, afferted that the pre- 
rogatives of i king of England were more extenfive than 
thofe of a king of France ^. Burnet, who prefervei 
this letter, fubjoins, as a parallel inAance, that one ob- 
jef^lon which the Scots made to marrying their queen 
with Edward, was, that all their privileges would be 
1w«llowed up bv the great prerogative of the kings of 
England «. 

Somerset, finding no afliftance from the emperor, 
was inclined to conclude a peace with France and Scot- 
land ; and befides that he was not in a condition to main- 
tain fuch ruinous wars, he thought, that there no longer 

remained 

** Thnan. King Edward's Journal, Stowe, p. 597. ^^ Bur- 
net, vol, ii. p. i^a. 175. ^ Idem, p. 133. 
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remained an objcd of hoftility. The Scots had fent away CHAP, 
their queen; and could not, if ever fo much inclined, XXXV. 
compleat the nnarciage contraded with Edward : And as ''"■*7>C^^ 
Henry the eighth had ftipulated to rellore Boulogne in *549* 
1554, it feemed a mailer of fmall confequence to anti- 
cipate, a few years, the term of the tfeaty. But when 
he propofed thefc reafons to the council, he met with 
ftrong oppofition from his enemies, who, feeing him un- 
able to fupport the war, were determined, for that very 
reafon, to oppofe all propofals for a pacification. The 
fadionsran very high in the court of England ; and mat- 
ters were drawing to an iflue, fatal to the authoiity of 
the protedor. 

After Somerfct obtained the patent, invt&ing him Faffhns 
with regal authority, he no longer paid any attention to in the 
the opinion of the other counlellors; and being elated ^^«w^*'- 
with his dignity, as well as with his vidory at Pinkey, 
bethought, that every one ought, in .every thing, to 
yield to his fcniLments. All thole who were not entirely 
devoted to him, were fure to be negleSed ; whoever op- 
pofed his will, received marks of anger or contempt ^ ^ 
and while he (hewed a refolution to govern every thing, 
his capacity appeared not, in any refpeA, proportioned 
to his ambition. Warwic, more fubtle and artful, co-> 
vered more exorbitant views under fairer appearances; 
and Jiaving afibciated himfelf with Southampton, who 
had been re-admitted into the council, he formed a ftrong 
party, who were determined to free themfelves from the 
flavery, impofed on them by the proteQor. 

The malcontent couhfellors found the difpofition of 
the nation very favourable to their defigns. The nobi- 
Uiy and gentry were in general difpleafed with the pre- 
ference, which Somerfet feemed to have given the peo- 
ple ; and as they afcribed all the infults, to which they 
had been lately expofed, to his procraftination, and to the 
encouragement given the jnultitude, they apprehended a 
renewal of the fame diforders from his prefent afFeSatioii 
of popularity. He had ereSed a court of requefts in his 
houfe for the relief of the people ^, and he interpofed 
with the judges in their behalf; a meafure which might 
be denominated illegal, if any exertion of prerogative, 

at 

' Stiype, vol. ii. p, 181. *^4bid. p. 183. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28S HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

CHAP, at that time, could with certainty dcferve that appellation. 
XXXIV. And this attempt, which was a llretch of power, feeiucd 

^*'"""v^^^ the more unpolitic, becaufe it difguiled the nobility, the 
^549* fureft fupport of monarchical authority. 

But though Somerfct courted the people, theintereft, 
which he had formed with them, was in no degree an- 
fwerable to his expeftations. The catholic party, who 
retained influence with the multitude, were his declared 
enemies ; and look advantage of every opportunity to de- 
cry his conduS. The attainder and execution of his 
brother bore an odious afped : The int^odudion of fo- 
reign troops into the kingdom, was reprelented in very 
invidious colours: The great eftate which he had fud- 
denly acquired, at the expence of the church and of the 
crown, rendered him obnoxious : And the palace which 
he was building in the Strand, ferved", by its mag- 
nificence, and ft ill more by other circumftances which 
attended it, to expofe him to the cenfures of the public. 
The parifti church of St. Mary, with three bifliops 
houfes, were pulled down, to furnifh ground and mate- 
rials for this ftrufiure: not contented with that facrilege, 
an attempt was made to demolilh St. Margaret's Weft- 
itiinfter, and to employ the ftones to the fame purpofej 
but the parifhioners rofe in a tumult, and chaced away 
the protestor's tradefmen. He then laid his hands on a. 
chapel in St. Paul's Church- yard, with a doifter, and 
charnel-houfe belonging to it ; andthefc edifices, together 
with a church of St. John of Jerufalem, were made ufe 
of to raife his palace. What rendered the matter more 
odious to the people, was that the tombs and other mo- 
numents of the dead were defaced ; and the bones car- 
ried away, and buri«d in unconfecrated groO'nd \ 

6th O^, All thefe imprudences were remarked by Somerfet's 
enemies, who refolved to take advantage of them. Lord 
St. John, prefident of the council, the earls of Warwic, 

Cofffpiracy Southampion, and Arundel, witli fire members more, 

agffinftSo' met at Ely-houfe ; and affuming to themfclves the whole 

m^irfet, power of that board, began to a^t independem ' of the 
proteQor, whom they reprefented as the author of every 
public grievance and misfortune. They wrote letters to 
the chief nobility and gentry in England, informing them 

of 

^ Heylln, p. 7a, 73. Stowc's Survey of London. Hay- 
ward, p. 303. 
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iqftht prcfent mcafurcsj afid requiring their afliftancc i C H A ?• 
They fent for the mayor and aldermen of London, and XXXV. 
enjoined them to obey their orders, without regard to any ^— -V"*^ 
Contrary orders, which they (hou Id receive from the duke ^549; 
of Somferfet. They laid the fame injunftions on the 
lieutenant of the tower, who exprefled his refolution to 
Comply with them. Next day, Rich, lord chancellorj 
fhe marquis of Northampton, the carl of Shrewfbury^ 
Sir Thomas Cheney, Sir John Gagej Sir Ralph Sadler^ 
and chief jiiftice Montague, joined the malcontent coun- 
fellors ; and every thing bore a bad afpeft for the pro- 
.teftor's authority, Secretary Petre, whom he had fent 
to tieat with the council, chofe rather to remain with 
them ; and the common council of the city, being ap- 
plied to, declared with one voice their approbation of 
the new meafures> and their refolution of fupporting 
them ^• 

Thi prpteQor had no fooner heard of the defeflion of* 
ihe coiiniellors, thah he removed the king from Hampton- 
tourt, where he then refided, to the caftle of Windfor; 
and, arming his friends and fervantSj feemed refolute to 
defend h imf elf againft all his enemiiss. But finding that 
ho man of rank, except Craftmer and Paget, adhered tb 
him, that the people did not rife at his fumttionsi that thd 
tity and tower had declared againft him, that even his 
beft friends and confidents had defehed him^ hfe loft all 
hopes of fuccefsi and began to iapply to his etiemies for 
jpardoh and forgivenefs. No fot)ner was this defpondencjr 
known, than lord RufTel, Sir John Baker, fpeakerof th« 
hoiife of commons, and three counfellors more, who had 
hitherto remained neuters, joined Warwic's party, whorii 
fevery body how regarded as matters. The council in* 
fornried the public, by proclamation, of their aSions 
land intentions; they wrote to the princeffes, Mary and 
Elizabeth J to >he fanae purpbfej^they'made addreffes to 
the king, in which^ aft^r the humbleft proteftations of 
duty and obedience, they informed him, that they were 
the cotihcil appointed by his father, for the government 
of the kingdofh during his minority ; that they had chofctt 
the duke of Somerfct protedor, tinder the exprefs condi- 
tion, that he fVioiild guide himfelf by their advice and 
HireSion; that he had ufurped the whole authority to 
' Vol. IV. U himfelf^ - 

' ^ Stowe, p. 59% 598. rtolipgfhed, p. 1057^ 
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C H A P.himfelf, and had negleded, and even in every thing op- 
5QpCV. pofed their counfel ; that he had proceeded to tl^at height 

^""""^^^^''^ of prefumption, as to levy forces againft them, and place 
*549' thefe forces about his majefty's perfon: They therefore 

/J^^'^f begged, that they might be admitted to his royal prefence; 

tr^Jor^ that he would be pTeafed to reftore them to his confi- 

A^^ dence ; and that Somerfet's fervants might be difmifTed. 

Their requeft was complied with : Somerfet capitulated 
only for a gentle treatment, which was promifcd hint. 
He was, however, fent to the tower '^^ with fon^e of his 
friends and partizans, among whom was Cecil, after- 
wards fo much diftineuiflied. Articles of charge were ex- 
hibited againft him'^; of which the chief, at leaft the 
bed founded, is his ufurpation of the government, and 
his taking intQ his own hands the whole adminiftration of 
affairs. The claufe of his patent, which inverted him 
with abfolute power, unlimited by any law, was never 
objeSed to him ; plainly, becaufe, according to the fen- 
timents of thofe times, that power was, in fome degree, 
involved in the very idea of regal authority. 

The catholics were eirtrcmely elevated with this revo- 
lution i and as they had afcrtbed all the late innovations 
to Somerfet's councils, they hoped that his fall would 
prepare the way for the return of the antient religion. 
But Warwic, who now bore chief fway in the council, 
was intirely indifiFerent with regard to all thefe points of 
^ controverfy ; and finding, that the principles of the re- 
formation had funk deeper into the young prince's mind 
than to be eafily eradicated, he was determined to com- 
ply with his inclinations, and not to hazard his new-ac- 
quired power by any dangerous counfels. He took care 
very early to exprefs his intentions of fupporting the re- 
formation ; and he threw fuch difcouragements on South- 
ampton, who flood at the head of the Romanifls, and 
whom he confidcred as a dangerous rival, that the high- 
fpiritcd noblemen retired from the council, and foon after 
died of vexation and difappointment. The other coun- 
feliors, who had concurred in the revolution, received 
their reward by promotions and new honours. Ruffel 
vas created earl of Bedford: The marquis of North- 
ampton obtained the office of great chamberlain ; and lord 

Went worth, 

"T Stowe, p. 600. ^ Burnet, vol. n. book i. coll. 46. 
Hay ward, p. 308. Stowe, p. 601. Holingflied, p. 1059. 
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iVcntworth, befides the office of chamberlain of tfaeC H A P. 
houfehold, got two large manors. Stepney and Hackney^ XXXV. 
'which were tdrn from the fee of London'*'. A council *''^''^^"**^ 
^f regency was formed, not that which Henry's will had ^ 549 ' 
appointed for the government of the kingdom, ahd which, 
being founded on an a^ of parliament, was the only legal 
bne ; but compofed chiefly of members, who had former- 
ly been appointed by Somerfet, and who derived their 
Teats from an authority, which was how declared ufurp- 
ed and illegal. But fiich niceties were, during that age^ 
little underftood, and dill lefs regarded, in England. 

A sJEissiON of parliament was held ; and as it was the Nov, pk 
iifual maiim of that aflcmbly to acquiefce in every z^- A parlia* 
minillration which was edablifhed j the council dreaded '^'>'- 
lio oppofition from that quarter, and had reafon rather to 
look for a corroboration of their authority. Somerfet had 
been prevailed with to confefs> oh his knees, before th^ 
trouhcil^ all the articles of charge againft him ; and he 
imputed thefe mifdemeanors to his own rafhnefs, folly* 
and indifcretion, not to any malignity of intention*. He 
even fubfcribed this confeffion ; and the paper was given 
in to parliament, who, after fending a committee to ex- 
amine him> and hear him acknowledge it to be authentic* 
pafTed a vote, by which they deprived him of all his 
offices, and iinefi him two thoufand pounds a year of land^ 
Lord St; Johh was created treafurer in his place, and 
Warwic earl marfhal. The profecution againft him was 
carried no farthen His fine was remitted by the kingt 
He recovered his liberty: and Warwic* thinking that he 
was how fufficiently humbled, and that his authority was 
hiuch lelTened by his late tame and abje£k behaviour* 
re-admitted him into the council, and even agreed to an 
alliance between their families, by the marriage of his 
own fon, lord Diidley* with the lady Jane Seymourj^ 
daughter to Somerfet ^. 

During this feflion a fevere a£t was paited againft 
Hots"* that if any, to the number of twelve per fons* 
Ihould meet together for ahy matter of ftale, and being 
required by any lawful magiftrate, (hould not difperfe, it 
ihould be treafon ; and if any broke hedges* or violently 
U 2 pulled 

^ Meylin, p. Sj. ttymer, torn. ±v. p. aa6. ^ Heylin, 
p. 84. Hayward, p. 309. Stowc, p, 603, ^ Haywaril, 
P* 309. ^ 3 and 4 Edw. VI. c. 5. 
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CHAP, pulled up paUs about inclofurcs, without lawful authori-. 
XXXV. ty, it fhouW be felony : Any attempt to kill a privy coiin- 

^— "V ' fellor, was fubjeded to the fame penalty. The bifhops 

'S49- had made an application^ complaining, that they wero 
deprived of all their power, by the encroachments of the 
civil courts, and the prcfent iufpcnfioaof the canon law 5 
that they could fommon no oflFcnders before, them, punilH 
no vice, nor exert the difciplinc of the church : Fronn 
which diminution of tlieir authority, they pretended^ 
immorality had every where received great encourage- 
ment and encreafe. The deiign of fome was, to revive 
the penitentiary rules of the primitive churth : But others 
thought, that fuch an authority, committed to the 
bifhops, would prove more oppreffive than confeilion^ 
penance, and all the clerical inventions of the antient fu* 
perdition. The parliament, for the prefent, contented* 
themfelves with empowering the king to appoint thirty- 
two commtffioners to frame a body of canon kiws, which 
were to be valid, though never ratified by parliament. 
Such implicit trufi did they repofe in the crown, wiUiout 
refleQing that aH their hberties and properties might be 
afFefted by thefe canons^. The king died before the 
canons received the royal fandion* Sir John Sharington^ 
whofe crirnes and malverfations had appeared fo egregious 
at the condemnatfon of lord Seymour, obtained from par- 
X liament a rcverfat of his attainder ^, Thb man fought 
favour with the more zeafcus reformers; and bilhop La- 
timer affcrted, that though formerly h« was a mod no- 
torious knave, he was now fo penitent, that he had be- 
come a very honeft man» 
tSfo\ When Warwic and the council of regency began ta 

Peace exeicile their power, they found themfeives involved in 
lifith the fame difficolties, which had embarraffed the protec- 

France tor. The wars with France and Scotland could not be 
and^cot- fuppoFted by an exhaufted exchequer; feemed dangeroua 
^''** to a divided nation ; and were now acknowledged not to 

haive an objcQ:, which even th« greateft and moft unin- 
terrupted fuccefs could attain. The proje£l of peace, 
entertained bySomerfet, had ferved them as a pretence 
of clamour againft his adminiftratiofl; yet after fending 
Sir Thomas Cheney to the emperor, and making again 
a fruitleis effort to engage him in the protedion of Bou- 
logne, 
c 3 ^d 4 Edw. VI. c 2. ^ Ibid, c, i> 
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ognc, they found themfelves obliged toliften to the ad-C H A P. 
v^nces, whiph Henry wiade them, by means of Guidotti, XXXV. 
a Florentine merchant. The earl of Bedford, Sir John ^^ — >^""*^' 
Mafon^ Paget, and Petre, w^r^ fent over to Boulogne, *5Sp- 
with fuU powers to jie^gociate. The French king abfo- 
Jutely refufed to pay the two nvillions of crowns, which 
his predecdGTor had acknowledge^d to ,be 4i\e to the crown 
of England, as arrears of penfions; and faid^ that he 
never would confent to render' binc>Celf tributary to any 
prince : But he o^ered a fum for the immediate /eftitu- 
lion of Boulogne 4 and four hundred thoufand crowns Bouhgnt 
v^erc at Jaft agre«d on, one half to be paid immediately ,/«^^«- 
che other rn Auguft following. Six hoftages ^ere giv^n^^^^* 
for the performance of this article. Scotland was cona- 2^tb Af^. 
prehctided in the treaty : The Englilh ftipulated to re (lore 
Lauder and Piinglas, and to demdlrfli the fortreffes of 
jRoxburgh and Eymouth ^. No Cponer was peace con- 
cluded with Frgpce, than a projeS was entertained of,* 
xrlofe union with that kingdom ; and Henry very willingly 
embraced a propofai fo fuitable both to his int.ereAs and 
inclinations. An agreement^ fome time after^ was fomi* 
«d for a niarriage between Edward a|id Elizabeth, a 
daughter of France ; and all the articles were, after a 
little negociatipn, fujly Ijettled'^ : But this projeS never 
took effea. ' 

The kitjention of iBnarf7ing the ting to a daughter of 
Henry^ a violent perfccutor of the proteftants, was no 
wife acceptable to that party in England : But in all other 
refpcds, the council was very fteady in promoting the 
reformation^ and in enforcing the laws againit the Kok 
rnanifts. Several prelates \yere ft ill addiSed to that com^ 
munion ; and though they ipade fome compliances, in 
order to fave ihejr bilhoprics, they retarded, as much as 
they fafely could, the execution of the new laws, and 
gave coi^ntcnancc to fMch incumbents as were Jocgligept or 
refraSory. A refplution -was therefore taken tip feek pre- 
tences for depriving ibpie prelatjps; and the execution of 
this intention was the more eafy, as they had all of then| 
been obliged to take commiiCons, in which it was de- 
clared, that they held their fees only during the king's 

pleafure. 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. 148. Htyward, 310, 511, Jf«. 
Rymer, vol. xv. p. an. ' Hay ward, p. 318, Heylin, 
p. 104. Ryoier, torn. zv. p. 293. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



294 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 

CHAP, picafurc. It was thought proper to begin with Gardiner, 
XXXV. in order to ftrike a terror into the reft. The method of 

^■'■"v"***^ proceeding againft him was extremely violent, and had 
^S5<^« icarce any colour of law or juftlce. It had been injoinecj 
him to inculcate, in a iermon, the duty of obedience to 
a king, even during his minority ; and becauie he had 
neglc^i^d this topic, he had been throvyn into prifon, and 
had been there detained during two years, without being 
accufcd of any crime, except difobedience to this arbitra- 
ry commapd. The duke of Somerfet, fecretary Pptre, 
and fome others of the council, were now fent, in order 
to try hi? temper, apd endeavour to 6nd fome ground for 
depriving him: He profefled to them his intention of 
conforming to the government,* of fupporting the king's 
laws, and of officiating by the new liturgy. This was 
not the difpofitipn which they expeded or defired ^ : A 
new deputation was therefore fent, who carried him fe-^ 
vcral articles tp fubfcribe. He was to acknowledgo his 
former mift>ehaviour, and to confefs the juftice of hisf 
con6nement: He was like wife to own, that the king was 
fupreme head of the church ; that the power of making 
and difpenfing with holydays, was part of the preroga- 
tive : that the common-prayer book was a godly and <k)m- 
iner.dable form ; that the king was a compleat fovereign. 
in his minority ; that the aft of the fix articles was juftly 
repealed ; and that the king had full authority to correft 
and reform what was amifs in ecclefiaflical difcipline, go- 
yernnient, or do^rine. The biftiop was willing to put 
his hand to all the an ides except the iSrft : He maintained 
his conduct to have been inoffenfive; and declared, that; 
he would not own himfelf guilty of faults, which he had 
never committed ^. 

The council, finding that he had gone fuch length?, 
■were determined to prevent his full compliance, by muU' 
tiplyirig the difficulties upon hini, and fending him new 
articles to fubfcribe^ A lift was feleSed of fuch points as 
they thought would be the mod hard of digeftion ; and 
iot content with thefie, they infifted ftill on his fubmiffi- 
on, and his acknowledgment of paft errors. To make: 
this fubfciiprion more mortifying, they required apromife, 
that he would recommend and publifh all thefe Articles 

frona 

♦ Heylin, p. 99. f Collier^ vol. ii. p. 305. froai th?^ 
tounctl^ books. Heylin, p. 99. \^ 
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from the pulpit: But Gardiner, who faw, that they in- C H A P. 
tepded cither to ri^in or diihonbur him, or perhaps both, XXXV. 
iletermined not to gratify his enemies by any farther com- ^-'"V''*-' 
pliances: He ft ill infiftied on his innocence ; defired a fair '5S*- 
trial ; and refufed to fubfcrib^ more articles, till he (hoiild 
recover his liberty. For this pretended offence his biftiop- 
ric was put under fequeftration for three months ; and a$ 
he then appeared no more compliant than at firft, a com- 
miflipn was appointed to try, or, more properly fpeaking, 
to condemn him. The coiiimiflioners were, the primate, 
the biihops of I^ondon, Ely, and Lincoln, fecretary 
Pet re. Sir James Hales, and {^yme other lawyers. Gar- 
diner objeSed to the legality of the conimiffion, which 
was not founded on any ftatute or precedent ; and he ap- 
pealed from tji^ ppmmiffioners to the king. His appeal 
was not regarded: Sentence v^s^s pronounced againft him: 
He was, deprived of hjs bifhopric, and comniitted to clofe 
cuftody : His boojcs and papers were feized ; all company 
was denied him ; and it was not allowed hini either t<^ 
fend or receive any letters or meflages % 

G ARpiNf:R9 as well as tfie oth^pr prelates, had agreed ^ 
to hold his office during the king'^ pleafure: But th« 
council, unwilling to nialie ^fe of a conceffion, which 
had been (9 illegally ^nd arbitrafily extorted, chofip rather 
to employ fome forms of jufticej t refolution, which le4 
them to commit ftill greater iniquities and feverities* 
But the violence of the reformers did not flop there. 
Day, bifliop of Cbichefter, Heathe of Worcpfter, and 
Voifey of Exeter, were deprived of their bi^oprics, on 
pretence of difobedience. Eyen Kitchen of Landaff, 
Capon of Salifbury, and Samfon of Coventry, tho' they 
had complied in every thing, yet not being fuppofed 
^ordial or hearty in their obedience, were obliged to feek 
prote^ion, by facrificing the nK)ft confiderablc r<iyenucs 
, of their fee to the rapai^ious courtiers \ 

Thes^ plunderers negleded not even fmaller profits. 
An order was iffued by council, for purging the library at 
^eftminfter of all miffals, legends, and other fuperfti- 
^ious volumes, and delivering their garniture to Sir An-: 
thony Aucher^ Many of ihefe books were plaited with 
•' gotdj 

^Fox, vol. ii. p. 754, & feq. Burnet, Heylin, Gollier. 
^ Goodwin de praeful. Angl. Heylin, p. loa ' Collicr> 
vol. IL p. 307, from the council books. 
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C H A P. gold and filvcf, and curioufly emboffed ; and thb finery 
XXXV. was probably the iuperftiiion that condemned them. G rea| 

^*-*"v*^-' havoc was hkewile made on the libraries of Oxford. 
^S5*« Books and manuicripis were deftroyed without diftindw 
on: The volumes ot djvinity luffcred for their rich bind- 
ing: Thofe of literature were condemned as uieleis; 
^'hofc of geometry and aflronofny were iuppofcd to con- 
tain nothing but necromanpy ''!'. The uniyerdty had not 
power to pppole thefe barbarous violences: They were in 
danger of loling their own revenues; and e^pefted every 
Itioipeni ip be 1 wallowed pp by thp efiri of Warwic ancj 
his aflbciates. 

Though every thing befides yielded tp the authority 
of the council, the ladj Mary cpuld never be brought tp 
compliance ; and ihe ilill continued to adhere tp the mafs, 
and to rejeft the pew liturgy. Hpr behaviour was, dur- 
ing fomc time, connived at; hot, at laft, her two chap- 
lains. Mallei and Berkeley, were thrown into prifon " ; 
and the princels was remonftrated with fpr her dilpbedi- 
ence. The council wrotp her a letter, by which they 
endeavoured to ma)ce hpr change her fpntiments, and tp 
perfuade her, that her rcligipus faith was very illground- 
fd. They alked h^r, what warrant there was ia Scrip- 
ture for prayers in an pnknown tongue, the ufe of images, 
or oflFering pp the facrament for the dea^; and they de-' 
iTircd her to perpfe St. AuOin, and the othpr antient doc- 
tors, who >vould convince her of the errors of the Romiih 
fuperftition, and prove that it was foqnded nperely on falfei 
miracles and lying {lories^. TJie lady Mary remained 
cbftinate againft all this advic«, and protefted herfelf 
willing to endure death rather than relinquifh her reli- 
gion ; She only feared,- (he faid, that (he was not worthy 
to fuflfer martyrdom in fo holy a cauie: And as for pro- 
teftant books, fhe thanked God^ that, as (he never had, 
fp fhe hoped never to read any of them. Prpading far-' 
ther violence, flie endeavoured to make her efcape to her 
kinfman Charle?; but her defign was difcovered and pre- 
vented ^. The emperor remonftrated in her behalf, an^i 
even threatened hpftihtie^> if liberty of confciencc was 
rcfufed her : But though the council, fcnfibl« that the 

kingdon^ 

"^ Vyopd, hift. & antiq. Oxon. lib. i. p. 271, 272. V Strype, 
vol. ii. p. 2^9. ' 3t Pq^^ vol. ii. Collier, Burnei^. ^ Hay* 
^ard, p. 315. 
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kingdom was in no condition t© fupport, with honour, CHAP. 
, iuch a war, was defirous. to comply \ they found gryat XXXV. 
^difficulty to pvercorne the fcrup.les of the young king. ^— v— ^ 
He had been educated \^ fuch a violent abhorrence of the *5S'- 
/nafs, apcj other pbpifl> rites^ which he regarded as inji- 
j3ious and ixlo)atrbus, that he ihould participate, he 
thought, in the fini if he allowed its commifllon ; And 
?vhen at lad the importunity of Cranmer, Ridley, and 
Poinet, prevailed fpmewhat over his oppofition, he 
^urft into tears; lap^enting his fifter's obftinacy, and be- 
\vailing his own fate, that he* muft lufjFer her to gontini^ 
in fuch an abominable mode of worfliip. 

I'he great pbjed, at this time^ of antipathy among 
.the proteftant feds, was popery, or, more properly 
ipeakmg, the papifts. Thefe they regarded as the com- 
rnon enemy, who threatened every moment to over- 
whelm the evangelical faith, and deftroy its partizans by 
fire and fwprd : They had npt 4s yet had leilure to attend 
jco the other minute differences among themfelves, which 
afterwards became the objedsof fuch fprious quarrels and 
animofities, and threvy the whole kingdom inloconfufiop. 
Several Lutheran divines, who had reputation in thofc 
days, Bucer, Peter Martyr, and others, were induced to 
take fhelter in England, from the perfecutions, which 
the emperor €:?:ercifed in Gern>any ; and they received 
prbteQion and encourageipent. John A-lafco, a Polifh 
nobleman, being expelled his country by the rigours of 
.the catholics, fettled, dpring fome time, at Embden in 
taft-Friexland, where he became preacher to a congre- . 
gation of the reformed. Forefeeing the perfecutions 
which enfyed, he removed to England, and brought his , 
congregation along with him. The coiincil, who regard- 
ed them as induftrioqs, ufeful pepple, and defired to \x^ 
vite over others of the fame.charader, not only gave 
them Auguftine friars church for the exercife of their re- 
ligion, but granted them a charter, by which they were 
eredcd into a corporation, confiding of a fuperintendant 
and four aflifting minifters. This ecclefiaftical eftabliih- 
ment was quite independent of the church of England, 
and differed from it in forne rites and ceremonies *. 

Thbse differences among the proteftants were matter 
oif triumph to the catholics ; who infilled, that the mo- 

^rnent 
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CHAP. ™^"t men departed from the authority of the churchf 
XXXV. they loft all criterion of truth and Falftiood in matters of 

^-^v ' religion, and muft be carried away by every wind of Joc- 

*5S«» trine. The continual variations of every feS of pro- 
teftants aflForded them the fame topic of reafoning. The 
book of common prayer fuffered in England a new re- 
vifal ; and fome rites and ceremonies, which had given 
oflFence, were omitted ^. The fpeculative do^rines, or 
the metaphyfics of the religion, were alfo fixed in forty- 
two articles.. Thefe articles were inteaded to obviate fur- 
ther divifions and variations ; and the framing them had 
been poftponed till the eftabliihment of the liturgy, which 
was juftly regarded as a more material obie^ to the peo- 
ple. The eternity of hell torments is afferted in the ar- 
ticles ; and care is alfo taken to inculcate, not only that 
no heathen, however virtuous, can eJcape an endlefs ftatc 
of the moft exquifite miiery, but alfo that every one who 
prelumes to maintain, that any pagan can poflibly be 
faved, is himfslf expoied to the penalty of eternal per- 
dition *. 

The theological zeal of the council, though Iceming- 
ly fervent, went not lo far as to make them negleft their 
owii temporal concerns, which feem to have been ever 
uppermbft in their thoughts : They even found leifure to 
attend to the public intereft; nay, to the commerce of th^ 
nation, which was, at that time, very little the ob- 
]eGt of general ftudy or attention. The trade of Engr 
land had antiently been carried on altogether by foreigners, - 
chiefly the inhabitants of the Hanfe-towns, or Eafterlings, 
as they were called ; and in order to encoiirage thefe mer- 
chants to iettle in England, they had been ereSed into a 
'' corporation by Henry the third, had obtained a patent, 
endowed with privileges, and were exempted from feve- 
ral heavy duties paid by aliens. So ignorant were the 
Engiifh of commerce, that this company, commonly de- 
nominated the merchants of the Stilyard, engroffed, even 
to the reign of Edward, aliiioft the whole foreign trade 
of the kingdom; and as they naturally employed the fhip- 
ing of their own country, the navigation of England was 
alio in a very languiftiing condition. It was therefore 
thought proper by the council to find pretences for an- 
nulling the privileges of this corporation, privileges which 

put 
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JM^t them nearly on an equal footing with Engliflimcn inC H A P. 
jt he duties which they paid ; and as fuch patents were, XXXV. 
iluring that age, granted by the abfolute power of the ^— v-*^ 
}tJng> men were the lefs furprixed .to find thera recalled*^ ^S$^- 
by the fame authority. Several remonftrances were made*" 
againft this innovation, by L'Ubec, Hamburgh, and other 
^anfe- towns; but the council perfevered in their refolu- 
tion, and the good effe&s of it became ipon vifible to the 
liation. The Englifh merchants, by their very fituation 
^s natives, had advai^tagies above foreigners in the purchafe 
pf cloth, wool, apd other commodities ; though thefe ad- 
vantages had not hitherto beep fufficient torouz.e their in- 
duilry, or engage them to become rivals to this opulent 
company: ^ut whep aliens' duty was alfo impofedupoil 
all foreigners indifcrimipately, the Englifh were tempted 
%o enter into commerce ; and a fpirit pf imduAfy began to 
appear in the kingdom^. 

Abopt the faine time ^ treaty was made with Guftj^r 
yus Ericfon, king of Sweden, by which it was ftipulated, 
that, if he fent bullipn into England, he might carry a- 
V^ay Englifli commodities without paying cuftpm; that 
he fliouid carry bullion to no other prince ; that if he fent 
pzimus^ (icel, copper, ^c. hei fhould pay cuftom for 
Englifh commodities as as Englifhraan ; and that, if he fent 
other merchandize, he jhould {lave free intercourfe, pay- 
ing cuftom as a ftranger °. The bullion fent over by 
Sweden, though it could not hp in great quantity, fet th<j 
mint to work: Good fpecie was coined: And much of 
the bafe metal, forpderly iffued, was recalled : A circupfv- 
(lance which tended extreme)y tp the encouragement of 
i:ommerce. 

But all thefe fchenries for the improvement of induf-^^r^wr 
try were likely to prove abortive, by the fear of domeftic cre^eJ 
convulfiops, arifipg from the exprbitant ambition of War- ^"^^ ^/ 
wic. That nobleman, not contented with the ftation, ^^''^*"«i- 
>vhich he had attained, carried farther his pretenfions, ^^''^*'««-^ 
^nd had gained to himfelf partisans, who were difpofcd to 
ifecond him in every enterprize. The laft earl of North- 
ymbe'rland died without iflue ; and as Sir Thomas Picrcy, 
his brother, had been attainted on account of the (hare 
Y^hich he bad in the Yorkfliire infurredion during the 

late 
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C H A P.late reign, the title was at prefent extinfl:, ind the eftatd: 
XXXV. was veiled in the crown. Warwic now procured to him- 

**- — v/"^*-'felf a granc of ihofe ample poffcfllons, which lay chiefly 
*55*- in the Noith, the moftjwarlike part of the kingdom; 
and he was dignified with the title of duke of Northum- 
berland. His friend, Paulet, lord St. John, the treafurer, 
was created, firft, earl of Wiltftiire, then marquis of 
Winchefter: Sir William Herbert obtained the title of 
carl of Pembroke. 

Fii am* But the ambition of Northumberland made him re- 

htion. gard all increafe of poffeflions and titles, either to himfclf 
or partizans, as fteps only to further acquifitions. Find- 
ing that Somerfet, though degraded from his high dig- 
nity, and even leflened in the public opinion by his I'pi- 
ritlcis conduft, ftill enjoyed a confidcrablc fliare of po- 
pularity, he determined to ruin a man, whom he regard- 
ed as the chief obftacle to his hopes. The alliance, 
which had been formed between the families, had pro- 
duced no cordial union, and only enabled Northumber- 
land to com pa fs with more certainty the deftrudipn of 
his riVal. He fecretly gained many of the friends and 
fervants of that unhappy nobleman : He fometimes ter- 
rified him by the appearance of danger : Sometimes pro- 
voked him by ill ufagc. The unguarded Somerfet often 
broke out into menacing expreflions againft Northumber- 
land : At other times, he formed ralh projeds, which he 
immediately abandoned : His treacherous confidents car- 
ried to his enemy every paflionaie word, which dropped 
from him : They revealed the fchemes, which they them- 
fclves had firft luggeftcd ^ : And Northumberland think- 
ing that the proper feafon was now come, began to aft 
in an open manner againft him. 
iCthO^. ^N ^^^ night, the duke of Somerfet, the lord Grey, 
David and John Seymour, Hammond and Neudigate, 
two of the duke's fervants. Sir Ralph Vane and Sir 
Thomas Palmer were arrefted and commited to cuftody. 
iNlcxt day, the duichels of Somerfet, with her favourites. 
Crane and his wife. Sir Miles Partridge, Sir Michael 
Stanhope, Bannifter, and others, were thrown into prifon. 
Sir Thomas Pahner, who had all along afled the part of 
a fpy upon Somerfet, accufed him of having formed a 
defign to laife an infurredion in the norths to attack the 

gens 
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gens d'armes on a mufter-day, to fecurc the tower, andC H A P- 
to excite a rebellion in London: But what was. the only XXXV. 
probable actufation,. he afferted^ that Somerfet had once ^^ — v"*— ^ 
laid a projeQ; for murdering Northumberland, Northamp- * 5S » • 
ton, and Pembroke at a banquet, which was to be given 
them by lord Paget. Crane and his wife confirmed Pal- 
mer's teftimony with regard to this lail delign; and it 
appears that fome rafti Icheme of that nature had really 
been mentioned ; though no regular confpiracy had been 
formed, nor means prepared for its execution. Hammond 
confeffed, that th« duke had armed -men te guard hini 
one night in his houfe at Greenwich. 

Somerset was brought to his trial before the marquis ^^/^ e/" 
of Winchefter, who was created high fteward. Twenty- Somerfet, 
feven peers compofed the jury, among whom were North- 
umberland, Pembroke, and Northampton, whom decen- 
cy ftiould have hindered from aQing as judges in the trial 
of a man, that appeared to be their capital enemy. S©- 
merl'et was accufed of high treafon on account of the 
projefted infurreSions, and of felony in forming a defiga 
to murder privy-counfellors. 

We have a very imperfed account of all the ftate trials 
during that age, which is a fenfible defefil in our hiflory : 
But it appears, that fome more regularity wasobferved in 
the management of this profecution than had been ufualjy 
employed in like cafes. The witnefles were at lead ex- ifi Dee. 
amined by the privy council ; and though they were nei- , 
ther produced in court nor confronted with the prifoner 
(circumftances required by the ftri^ principles of equity) 
their depofitions were^given in to the jury. The proof 
feems to have been very lame with regard to the treafon- 
able part of the charge; and Somerfet's defence was fo, 
fatisfaffcory, that the peers gave verdid in his favour : 
The intention alone of affaulting the privy counfetlor* 
was fupported by toliprable evidence ; and the jury brought 
him in guilty of felony. The prifoner himlelf confeffed, 
that he had mentioned the defigp of murdering Northum- 
berland and the other lords; but had not formed any re- 
folution on that head : And when he received fentence, 
he aflced pardon of thofe peers for the defigns, which he 
had hearkened to againft them. 1 he people, by whom 
Somerfet was beloved, hearing the firft part of hi« fen- 
tence, by which he was abfolved from treafon, exprcffed 
lfe.eir joy by load acclamations: But their fatisfaSion was 

fuddenly 
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CHAP, fuddenly damped, on finding that he was condemned i6 
XXXV. death for felony '. - .- ^ 

^-*"v— •-' .Care had been taken by Northumberland's eniilTaries^- 
* 55*- to prepoflefs the young king againft his uncle ; and beft he 
ihould relent, no accefs was given to any of Sdmerfct's 
friends, and the prince was kept from refledion by aeon-' 
Hit execu* tinned feries of occupations and amufements. At laft the 
/iV» 2zJ. prifoner was brought to the fcaflPoldon Tower-hill, amidit 
Jan. great crouds of fpeflators, who bore him fuch kindnefs,* 

that they entertained, to the laft moment, the fonrf 
hopes of his pardon^. Many of them rulhedin to dip^ 
their handkerchiefs in his blood, which they long prefcrvcd 
as a precious relique ; and fome ofthemfoon after, when 
Northumberland met with a like doom, upbraided hinr 
with this cruelty, and difplayed to him thefe fymbols of 
his crime. Somerfet indeed, though many adipns of his 
life were very exceptionable, feems, in generaly to have 
merited a better fate ; and the faults which he commttted/ 
were owing to weaknefs, not to any bad intentions. His 
virtues were better calculated for private than for public 
lifcj and by his want of penetration arid firmnefs, he 
was ill- fitted to extricate himfelf from.thofe eabak and 
violences, to which that age was fo much addtded. Sif 
Thomas Arundel, Sir Michael Stanhope, Sir Miles Par- 
tridge, and Sir Ralph Vane, all of them Somcrfet'f 
friends, were brought to their trial, condemned and cxc«* 
cuted : Great injufticc feems to have been ufcd in their 
profecution. Lord Paget, chancellor of the dutchy, was^ 
on fome pretence, tried in the Star-chamber, and con- 
demned in a fiiie of 6000 pounds, with the lofs of his of- 
fice. To mortify him the more, he was degraded fron< 
Che order of the garter; as unworthy, on account of hit 
mean birth, to (hare that honour ". Lord Rich, chan* 
cellor, was alfo compelled to refign his office, on the 
difcovery of fome friendfliip, which he had (hewn to So- 
merfet. 
22/i7an» The day after the execution of Somerfet, a fedion of 
A parha' pa/liament waslheld, where farther advances were made 
mint. towards the eftablilhment of the reformation. Thtf 

■ ncvr 
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new liturgy was authorifed ; and penalties were e-na3ed CHAP, 
againft all fuch as abfented themfelves from public wor- XXXV. 

fliip **. To ufe the- mafs had already been prohibited ^— ">^ ^ 

under very fevere penalties; fo that the reformers, it ap- »5S*« 
pears, whatever fcope they had given to their own private 
judgment, in difputing the tenets of the antient religion, 
were refolved not to allow the fame privilege to others ; • 
and the prafkice, nay the very doQrine of toleration, was, . 
at that time, equally unknown to all fefts and parties. 
To diffent from the religion of the magiftrate was univer-> 
fally conceived to be as criminal as to queftion his title, 
or rebel sigainfl his authority. 

A LA'W was tna^ed againft ufury; that is, againft 
taking any intereft for money '. This zQt was the efFe^ 
of antient fuperftitions; but being found extremely iniqui- 
tous in itfelf, as well as prejudicial to commerce, it was 
afterwards repealed in the twelfth of Elizabeth. The 
common rate of intereft, notwithftanding the law, wa«. 
at that time 14 per cent ^. 

A BILL was_^ introduced by the miniftry into the boufc 
of lords, renewing thofe rigorous ftatutes of treafon, 
which had been abrogated in the beginning of this reign ; 
and though the peers, by their high ftation, flood moft , 
expofed to thefe tempefts of ftate, yet had they fo little 
regard to public fecurity, or even to their own true inte* 
lefts, that they pafled the bill with only one difl*enting 
voice ^. But the commons rejeSed it, and prepared a 
new bill, that pafled into a law, by which it was enaSed, 
that whoever ftiquld call the king or any of his heirs, 
named in the flatute of the 35th of the laft reign, heretic, 
fchifmatic, (.tyrant, infidel, or ufurper of the crown, 
fliould forfeit, for the firft offence, their goods and chat- 
ties, and be imprifoned during pleafure ; for the fecond, 
fliould incur a />r^;w««/r^ ; for the third, fliould be at-, 
tainted of treafon. Bur if any fliould unadvifedly ad- ; 
vance fuch a flander in writing, printing, . painting, <:arv- 
Ing or graving, he was, for the firft offence, to be held a . 
traitor**. It may be worthy of notice, that the king 
and his next heir, the lady Mary, were profefledly of 
different religions ; and religions, which threw on each 

other 
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CHAP* othtr the imputation of hcrefy, fchifm, idolatry, prtf- . 
XXXV. phancnefs, blafphemy, wickednefs, and all the opprobri*' 

^-*'>'^""*^ ous epithets, that religious xcal has invented. It was al- 
'55^- mod impofllble, therefore, for the people, if they fpoke 
ai allon.thefc fubjeSs, not to fall into the crinae, lo fe- 
veiely punilhed by this ftatdte; and the j^aloufy of the 
commons for liberty, tho* it led them to diflent from the 
loids, appears not to have been very aQive, vigilant, or 
flcar-fighted. 

The commons annexed to this brR a cladfe which was" 
of much more importance than the bill itfelf,- that no 
one ihould be convided of any kind of treafon, unlefs the 
crime, was proved by the oaths of two witneflcs, who' 
were confronted with the prifoner. TlTe lords fcruf)led 
to pafs this claule, though required by the nioft obvious 
principles of equity. But the members of that houfe 
trulled for proieSion to their prefent perfonal ihtereit 
and power, and neglcfted the noblell and moft perma- 
nent fecurity, that of laws. 

A BILL was introduced into the houfe of peers for 
making a provifion for the poor; but the- commons not 
chufing that a money-bill (hould begin in the upper- 
houfe, framed a new bill to the fame purpofe^ By thiar 
bill, the churchwardens Were empowered to colleS cha- 
ritable contributions for the poor ; and if any refufed to 
give, or diffuaded others from that charity, the bifliop of 
the dioccfe was impowered to proceed againft them. Such' 
- large difcretionary powers, entrufted to the prelates, fcem^ 
as proper an object of jealoufy as the authority affumedf 
by the peers ^. 

There was another occafion in which the parlianien^ 
repofed an unufual confidence in the bifhops. They im*- 
powered them^to proceed againft fuchasnegleSed the fun-^ 
days and hclidays ^. But thefe were unguarded conceflionsr 
.'granted to the church : The general humour of the ag« 
rather led men to bereave the ecclefiaftics ofall power, anrf 
even to pillage them of their projerty : many clergymen^ 
about this time, were obliged for a fubfiftence to tUrft car- 
penters or taylors, and fome kept ale-houfes '. ^The^ 
biihops themielves were generally reduced to poverty,- 

; ancf 
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ftrtd held b'bth their revenues and fpiritual office by a very G H A P* 
precarious tenure. . XXXV. 

ToNST AL, bifliop of Durham, was one of the moft ^^— v— ^^ 
eminent prelates of that age, ftill lefs for the dignity of *5S^« 
his fee, than for his own perfonal merit ; his learning, 
moderation, humanity, and benificence* He had op-' 
pofed, by his vote and authority, all the innovations in 
religion ; but fo foon as they were ena6ted, h« had al- 
ways fubmitted, and had conformed to each fyflem of 
religion, which was eflablilhed. His known probity had 
iTiade this compliance be afcribed, not to an intereded or 
time-ferving fpint, but to a fenfe of duty, which led 
him to think, that all private opinion ought to be facri- 
ficed to the great concerns of public peace and tranquillity. 
1 he general regard, paid to his charafter, had preferved 
hinri from any fevere treatment during the prote6\orfliip 
of Somerlet ; but when Northumberland gained the af- 
cendant, he was thrown into priibn ; and as that rapaci- 
ous nobleman had formed a defign of appropriating the 
revenues of the fee of Durham, and cftablifliing to him- 
felf a principality in the northern counties, he ^ was re- 
folved, in order to efFe£iuate his purpol'e, to deprive 
Tonftal of his biftiopric. A bill of attainder, therefore, 
on pretence of mifprifion of treafon, was introduced into 
the houfe of peers againll that prelate ; and it paffed with 
the oppofition only of lord Stourton, a zealous catholic, 
and of Cranmer, who always bore a cordial and fincere 
friendlhip to the bilhop of Durham. But when the bill 
"was fent down to the commons, they required, that wit- 
neffes (hould be examined, that Tonftal ihould be allow- 
ed to defend himfelf, and that he (hould be confronted 
with his accufers : And when thefe demands were refufed, 
they rejeded the bill. 

This equity, fo unufual in the parliament during that 
age, was afcribed by Northumberland and his partizans, 
not to any regard for liberty and juftice, but to the pre- 
valence of Spmerfet's faQion, in a houfe of commons, 
>vtiich, being ' chofen during the adminiftration of that 
nobleman, had been almoft entirely filled with his crea- 
tures. They were confirmed in this opinion, when they 
found, that a bill, ratifying the attainder of Somerfet and 
his accomplices, was alfo rejefited by the commons, tho* 
Jt had pafled the upper houfe. A refolution was therefore ij/^J Apr^ 

V v*>. r.''* X taken 
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CH A P.uken to diflblve the parliament^ which had fat during^- 
XXXV. this whole rcigiy; and loon after to furomooa new one. 

Northumberland, in order to enfurc to himfelf 
a houfe of commons entirely obfequious to his will, ven* 
turcd on an expedient, which could not have been prac- 
tifed, or even imagined, in an age, when there was any. 
idea or comprehenfion of liberty. He engaged the king 
to write circular letters to all the iherifFs, in which he 
enjoined them to inform the freeholders and voters^ 
that they were required to choofe men of knowledge and 
experience for their reprefentatives. After this general 
exhortation, the king continued in thefe words: ^< And 
** yet^ neverthelefs, our pleafure is, that where our pri- 
« vy council, or any of them, (hall, in our behalf, re- 
•* commend, within their JurildiSioni me» of learning 
** and Vvifdom { in fuch cafes, their diredions Ihall be 
*' regarded and followed, as tending to the fame end 
** which we defire, that is, to have this aflembly com- 
** pofed of the perfons in our realm the beft fitted to give 
*• advice and good counfel ^" Several letters were 
fent from the king, recommending members to particular 
coiintieSf Sir Richard Cotton for Hampihire ; Sir Wil- 
liam Fit2-williams and Sir Henry Nevil for Berkfhire ; 
Sir William Drury and Sir Henry Benningfield for Suf- 
folk, &c. But tho' fome counties only received this 
fpecies of conge d" elite from the king; the recommenda- 
tions from the privy council and the counfellors we may 
fairly prefume, would extend to the greateA part, if not 
to the whole, of the ktngdom. 

It is remarkable, that this attempt was made during 
the reign of a minor king, when the royal authority i^ 
ufually weakeft; that it was patiently fubniit ted to; and 
that it gave fo little umbrage as fcarce to be taken notice 
of by any hiftorian. The painful and laborious colleftor 
above-cited, who never omits the moil trivial matters, 
is the only perfon that has thought this memorable let- 
ter worthy of being tranfmitted to poftefity. 
,^^, The parliament anfwered Northumberland's expe3a- 

\ft. Mnr. tions. As Tonftal had been deprived of his bifhopric af- 
ter a very arbitrary manner, hy the feptence of lay conv- 
miffioners, appointed to try him, the f^e of Durham was 
by a& of parUament divided into two bifhoprics^ which 

had 

*^Strype*s eccleiUftical inemorIa(ls> vol. ii. p. 394. 
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hsld certain portions of the revenue affigned them. The CHAP. 
regalities of the feej which included the jurifdi^ion of a XXXV. 
coupt palatine j trere given by the king to Northumber- ^-^^v*— ** 
land; and it was not to be doubted but that nobleman ^SSS* 
had alio pfbpofed tci make rich plunder of the revenue, 
as was then the ufual pradice of the courtiers^ whenever 
a bi(hopric became vacant. 

The commons gave the rhinjftry ailothtir tiiark of ;it- 
tachment, which was at that time the moft fincere of 
any, the moft cordial^ and the moft difficult to be ob- 
tained : They granted a iupply of two fubfidies and two 
fifteenths. To render this prefetit the more acceptable^ 
-they Voted A preamble^ containing a long accufation of 
Spmerfcti " for involving the king iii Wars^ wafting hii 
** treafure^ engaging him in miich debt> embufing thq 
*' coin, and giviag occafton for a moft terrible rebel- 

The debts of thiij crown wefe at this titht very con- 
riderable. The king had received from France 4O0i0od 
cFowhs oti delivering Boulogne ; he had reaped proHttt 
from the fale of fome chantry lands ; the churches had 
been defpoiled bf all their plate ^nd rich ornaments^ 
whichj by a decree of council, without any pretence of 
law or equity ; had been converted lo the king's ufe ^ : 
Yet fueh had been the rapacity bf the courtiers, that 
the crowil owed about 300,000 pbuiids "^ ; and great di* 
lapidations were, ai the fame time, made of the royal 
demeftieS; The yoiing prince ftiewedj among other vir- 
tuesj a difpofition to frugality, whichj had he livedo 
would foon have retrieved thefe lofles : But as his health 
was declining very faft, the prefent emptinefs of the ex- 
chequer was a fenfible obftacle to the execution of thofci 
f rojed3| which the ambition of Nortfaiimberland had 
founded oh the profpe£k of Eklward's approaching end. 

That nobleman reprefentcd to the prihcei whom Succejtofi 
youth and an infirm ftate of health made fiifceptible oi changti^ 
every imprfefTionj that his two fifters, Mary and Eliza- 
beth, had both of them been declared illegitimate by a£): 
bf parliameht ; and though Henry by his wiH had re- 
ftoredthem to a place in the fuccefltonj the nation Would 
siever bear to fee the throhe of Englaiid filled b/a baftard : 

X ii Th^t 

. *• 7 Edw. V\. cap. 12. * HeyKn, p. 95, 13a. ^ SvrypeV 
tteckfiaftical Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 344. 
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CHAP. That they were only the king'§ fifters by the half-blood; 
XXXV. and even if they were legitimate, could not enjoy the 

^^-—v'"^^ crown as his heirs ard fucceffors: That the queen of 
'55J- Scots flood excluded by the king's will; and being an 
alien, loft by the law all the rightof inheriting; not to 
mention, that, as (he was betrothed to the dnuphin, (he 
would, by her iucceiTion, render England, as llie had al- 
ready done Scotland, a province to France: That the 
certain confequcnce of his fifter Mary's fucceilion, or 
that of the queen of Scots, was the abolition of the pro- 
ttftant religion, the repeal of thofe laws enafled in fa- 
vour of the reformation, and the re-cllablifhment of the 
ufurpation and idolatiy of the church of Rome: ,That 
fortunately for England, the fame order of fucceflion, 
which juflice required, was ifilfo the moft conformable 
ro public interell ; and there Was not on any" fide any juft 
ground for doubt or deliberation : That when ihefe three 
princefles were excluded by fuch folid reafons, the fuc- 
ccffion devolved to the marchionefs of Dorfct, eldeft 
daughter to the French queen and the duke of Suffolk: 
That the next heir of the marchionefs was the lady Jane 
Gray, a lady of the mofl amiable virtue, accomplifhed 
by the beft education, both in literature and religion ; and 
every way woithy of a throne: And that even, if her title 
by blood were doubtful, which there was no jufl reafon 
to pretend, the king was pofTeffed of the fame power, 
Which his father enjoyed ;iind might leave her the crown 
by letters patent. Thefc reafonings made iniprcffion on 
the young prince ; and above all, his zealous affedion 
for the proteftant religion made him apprehend the con- 
fequences, if fo bigottcd a catholic as his fifter Mary 
fhoiild fucceed to the throne. And though he bore a 
tender affe^lion to the lady Elizabeth, who was liable to 
no luch'cbjedion, means were found to perfuade him, 
that he could not exclude the one fifter, on account of 
illegitimacy, without alio giving an exclufion to the 
other.. ' . 

Northumberland, finding that his arguments 
were likely to operate on the king, began to prepare the 
d^her paf\« of his fcheme. Two fons of the duke of 
Sivfre(kr4>y a tecond venter having died, this feafon, of 
the' fvf eating ficknefs, that title was extinQ; and North- 
^rnheiland engaged the king to beftow it on the marquis 
V Potf<»t. By means of tjiis favour arid of others^ 

i . which' 
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which he conferred upon him, he perfuaded, the newCHAP. 
duke of ^uflFcft and the dutcheis, to give their daughter, XXXV. 
the lady Jane, in nianiage to his fourth fon, the lord ^"^ v*^ 
Guilford Dudley, in order to fortify himfelf by farther ^^'^^' 
aUianceS| he negociated a marriage between the lady Ca* 
theriqe Grey, fecond daughter of SpflFolk, and lord Her^p 
bert, eldeit Ton of the eail of Pembroke. He alio mar-^ 
ried his own daughter to lord Haftings, eldeft fpn of th^ 
^arl of Huntingdon ^. T he fe marriages were folemnized 
with great pomp and feftivLty ; and the people, \yhQ hated 
jNlonhumberlandj could not forbear exprtfling their in- 
dignation at feeing fuch public demonft rations of joy, 
during the languiihing ftate of the young prince's health. 

Edwakp had been feized in the foregoing year, fivAne kings^ 
with the meafles, then with the fmall-pox; but having/?f^«^, 
perfectly recovered from both thefe diftempcrs, the nation 
entertained hope$g that they would only ferve to confirm^ 
his health \ and he had afterwards made a progrefs through 
fome parts of the kingdom. It was fulpelfted, that he 
had there overheated himlelf in exercife : He was feized 
with a cough, which proved obilinate, and gave way 
lieither to regimen nor medicines : Several fatal fymp* 
toms of a confumption appeared; and though it was 
hoped, that, as the feaibn'of the year advanced, his 
youth and temperance might get the better of the malady, 
men faw with great concern his bloom and vigour infen-f 
(ibly decay... The general attachment to the young 
prince, joined to the hatred borne the Dudleys, made it 
be remarked, that Edward had every moment declined 
in health, from the time that lord Robert Dudley had 
been pi^t abput him/ in the quality of gentlef.r>aa of the 
bedchamber. 

The languiihing ftate'of Edward's health made North-^ 
umbertand the nriore intent on the execution of his prcK 
jcS. He removed all except his own emiffaries fron^ 
about the king: He himfelf attended him with the great-, 
^ft afliduity ; He pretended the mod anxious concern for 
his health and welfare: And by all thefe artifices he pre-* 
vailed on the young prince to give his final confent to the - 
fettlement projeQed. Sir Edward Montague^ chief juf* 
tice of the Common Pleas, Sir John Baker and Sir Tho- 
inas Bromley,; two judges, with the attorney and folicitor-? 
general, were fent for to the council ; where, after the 

minutes 
V Heylln, p. 109. Stowe, p. 609. 
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CHAP, minutes of the intended deed were read to them, thp 
XXXV. king required them to dravy- them up in the forrp of let- 

^""*v*^— f ters patent. They h^fitated to obey this order; and de- 
.?SS3: fired tfroe to confidcr "pf it. The more they rcflefitcd, 
the greater danger ihey found in pompliiince. The fet-J 
ttennient of the crown by Henry the eighth had l)een made 
in confequence of an aS of parliament; and by another 
ka, pafled in the beginning of this reign, it was declared 
treafon in any of the heirs, their aiders or abettors, to 
attenipt on the right of apother, or change tjie order of 
fucccfllpn. The judges pleaded thefe reafons before the 
council. They urged, that fucl^ a patent as was intend^^ 
would be, entirely invalid ; that it would fubje^^^, not on- 

1y the judges who drew it, but every counfellor who 
igned ir, to the pains of treafon; and that the only pro- 
per expedient, bclh to give fanftion to the new ff ttlemient. 
and free its partixans from danger, was to futnnfion f par- 
liament, and to obtain the confent o( that aflembly^ The 
king faid, that he intended afterwards to follow that me- 
thod, and would call a parliament^ in which he pr6pofc4 
to have his fettlement ratified ; but in the mean time, he 
required the judges, on their allegiance, to draw the' pa^ 
tent in the form required. The council told the judges, 
that thpir refufal would fubjefifc all of thcnii to tJie paini 
of treafon. Northumberland gave to Mpptagqe the ap- 
pellatipn of traitor; and faid that he woiild in his (hirt 
fight any man in fo juft a caufe as that of lady Jane's fuc- 
ceflion. The judges were reduced to grea^ difficulties 
between the dangers of the law, and thofe arifmg froni 
the violefice of prefent power and authority ^! 

The argunfients were canvaffed in fevcral different 
meetings between the council and t^e judges; and no 
folution ^ould be found of the prefent difficulties. At laft, 
Montague prppofed ah expedient, which fatisfeed both his 
brethren and the counfellors. He diefired, that a fpeciat 
commiflion (hould be pafled by the king arid council, re- 
quiring the judges to draw a patent for the r^ew fettlemept 
of the crown; and ihiat ^ pardon fhould immediately af- 
ter be granted therh for any offence, which the/ might 
have incurred by their compliance: When the patent 
was drawn and brought to the bifhop of Ely, chancellor, 
^ order to pafs the great feal, that prelate required, that' 

^ Fuller, book viii. jk 2. 
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all th€ Judges (hould fign it, Gofnald at firft refufcd ; C H A P- 
and it was with much difficulty, that he was prevailed XXXV, 
on, by the violent menaces of Northumberland, tb com- ^"—^^"^^ 
ply ; but the conftancy of Sir James Haies, who, though "*5J3- 
a zealous protcftaflt, preferred ju (lice on this occafion to 
the prejudices of his party* could oot be (haken by any 
expedient. The chancellor next required, for Ws great- 
er fecurity, that all the privy counfeilors (hould fet their 
hands to the patent : The intrigues of Northumberland, 
or the fears of his violence, werf fo prevalent, that the 
iCounfeUors complied with this demand. Craomer alone 
hefitatcd during fome time, but yielded at laft to the 
?earneft and patherk: entreaties of the king ^, Cecil, at 
that time fecretary of (late, pretended afterwards, tha^ 
he only figned «s a witnefe to the king's f^bfcription. 
And thus, by the king's letters patent, the two princeflTes, 
Mary and Elizabeth, were fet afide ; and the crown was 
fettled on the heirs of the dutchefs of SuflWk: For th« 
clutchefs hcrfelf was content to be poftponed to l?er 
i^aughter. 

After this fettlemcnt was made, with ib many iu- 
^ufpicious circumftances, Edward declined vifiMy every 
-day ; and fnuili hopes were entertained of his recover}% 
To mske matters worfc, his phyficians were difmifled by 
Northumberiand's advice and by .an order of council^ 
and he was put into the han<js inf an ignorant woman, 
M^ho undertook, in a little tin»e, to fe(lor^ him to his 
former date of health, Jkfttr the |ufc jo( her medicines, 
all the bad fymptoms encjr^afed to the moft violent der 
gree: He felt a difficulty of fpeeph and breathing; his 
pulfe failed^ his legs fwdled, his colour be^camte livid ; and 
many other fymptoms appeared of his approaching en4- 
He expired at Greenwich in tfee fi;ptc|M)t}i year of fi\%i^nd^4itb^ 
age, and the feventh of his reign. ' ^ijufjf. 

Ai^^ the Engliih bi^orians dwel) y^jth pleafure on the 
excellencies of this young prinpe^ whom th<j fli^ttecing 
proniifes of hope, joined to n^any feal virtues, bM niadj 
an obje^i of -the moll tender affip^ions pf tjic p^hlic, 
He pofTefTed mildnefs of difpofitiont i^pplicatipp to iludy 
apd bqfiners, a papa^rity to leaf n^ and judge, and 9n at- 
tachment to equity and judice. He feems only to have 
^ntr^^ed, from his education and from the age io which 

' " h^ 
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C H A P. he lived, too much of a narrow prepoffcfTion in nngtt^rs 

XXXV. of religiop, which made hUn inclir.c ibrnewhat to bigo- 

s.y-^-v^^s*-' try and pcrfecution: But as ihe bigotry of protcllants, 

'5Si» Icls governed by prielb, lies \indQr rpore reftr^ints than 

that of catholics, the cfFeQs of this malignant quality 

"were the lefs to be apprehended^ if a longer life ha^ be^ 

grapted tp youpg Eciwar^, 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

MARY.. 

JLady Jane Gray proclaimed ^ueen. Deferted hy ths 

people, The queen proclaimed and acknowledged, — 

Northumberland executed. CfthoUc religion rejlored^ ' 

(, A parliament, Deliberations with regard to *' 

the queen^s marriage,-, ^eer^s marriage with Phi--^ 

Up, Wyafs injurre^ion Supprejfed, Exe^ 

cut ion of Lady Jane Gray, 4 parliament. — Phi-^ 

lip^s arrival in England t 

THE title of the princefs Mary to the crown, after CHAP, 
the deceafe of her brother, was net liable to any XXXVI. 
confiderable difHculty; and the objections, flarted by v— -v*^.^ 
the lady Jane's parti?.ans, were new and unheard of by '553- 
the nation. Though all the proteftants, and even many 
pf the catholics, believed the nnarriage of Henry the ' 
eighth with Catherine of Arragon to be unlawful and in- 
valid; yet as it had been contraQed by tlie parties with-' 
out any crirninal intention, had been avowed by their 
parents, recogni?^ed by the nation, and feemed founded 
on thofe principles of law and religion, which then pre- 
vailed, very few jmagined, that their iflue ought on 
that account to be regarded as illegitimate. A declara- 
tion to that purpofe had indeed been extorted from par- 
liament by the ufual violence and caprice of Henry ; but 
as that monarch had afterwards been induced to ;:eftore 
his daughter to the right of fucceflion, her title was now 
become as legal and parliamentary as it was ever efteemed 
juft and natural. The public had been long familiarixed 
tothefe fewtiments: During all the reign of Edward, the 
princefs was regarded as his lawful fucceflbr : And though 
the proteftants dreaded the eflFeSs of her prejudices^ the 
extreme hatred, univerfally entertained againft the Dud- 
^ leys ^, who, men forefaw, would, under the name of 
Jane, be the real fovereigns, was more than fuflficient to 
counterbalance, even with that party, the attachment to 
religion. This laft attempt, to violate the order of fuc- 
cefHoDj had difplayed Northumberland's ambitiop and in- 

jufticc 
A Sleiden, lib. 355. 
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CHAP, juftice in a full light ; and when the people refleded oa 
XXXV 1. the long train. of fraud, iniquity and cruelty, by whicli 
^ — '^ — ^ that projcft had been conduced ; that the lives of the 
. '553- two Seymours, as well as the title of the princeflfes, had 
been facrificed to it ; they were moved by indignation to 
exert themfelves in oppofition to fuch criminal enterprizes. 
n^he general veneration alfo, paid to the memory of Hen- 
ry the eighth, prompted the nation to defend the rights 
^ of his pofterity; and the miferies of the antient civil ^ 
^ wars, were not fo entirely forgotten, that men were wil- 
ling, by a departure from the lawful heir, to incur the 
danger of like bloodihed and confufion. 
, Northumberland, fenfible of the oppofition 
which he muft expeft, had carefully concealed the defti- 
nation made by the king; and in order to bring the two 
princefles into his power, he had the precaution to engage 
the council, before Edward's death, to write to them ia 
that prince's name, defiring their attendance, on pretence 
that his infirm flate of health required the affiftao^e of 
their council and the confolation of their company*. Ed- 
ward expired before their arrival; but Northumberland, 
. in order to make the princeffef fall into the (nare, kept 
the king's death ftill fecret ; and the lady Mary had al- 
ready reached Hoddefden, within half a day's journey of 
the court. Happily, the earl of Arundel fent her private 
intelligence, both of her brother's death and of the con- 
fpiracy formed againft her ^ 2 She* immediately made 
hade to retire ; and arrived by quick journies, firft at 
Kenning-hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham in Suf- 
folk ; where fhe propofed to embark and retire to Flan* 
ders, in cafe (he ifeould find it impoflible to defend her 
right of fucceflion. She wrote letters to the nobility and 
moll confiderable gentry i-n every county of England; 
commanding them to affift her in the defence of her 
crown and perfon. And fhe difpatched a meflage to the 
council;- by which (lie notified to them, that her bro- 
ther's death was no longer a fecret to her, promifed thera 
pardon for pad offences, and required them immediate- 
ly to give orders for proclaiming her in London'^. 

Northumberland found that farther diffimulaiion 
was fruitlefs: He went to Sion-houfe^, accompanied 

with 

^ Heylin, p. 154. ^Burnet, vol. ii. p. aj j, ^ FoJ^ 
vol. iii. p. 14. ^ Thuanus, lib. xiii. c. 2, 
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^f^^ the duke of Suffolk, the carl of Pembroke, and C H A P. 
.others of the nobility; and he approached the lady Jane, XXXVl. 
>vho refided there, with all the refpeft ufvi^lly paid to' — -"v"^^ 
^he fovereign. Jane wa^, in a gregt me^fure, ignorant \^?J' 
'of ,thele tranfaSions ; and iit was with equal grief and ^^ ^''''' 
Xurprize, that (he received intelligence of them ^. She^?^^^ 
-was a lady of a;i amiable perfon^ engaging difpofition, and ^,^f^„ 
.dcdompliflied partiBj and being of an equ^l age with tKe'"^ *^ 
Jate king, fh,c had received all her education with him, 
and (eemcd eyen to poltefs a greater facility in acquiring 
rjevery part of ipanly and polite literature. She had at- 
tained a famjliar knowledge of thie Roman and Greek 
language3f befidcs modern tongues^ had pafled rnoft of 
her time in aii application tp {earning; and c^pi-eifed a 
great indifference tor other occupatiqns a^d amul'en)eni$, 
.^fual with her fex andftation. lioger Afcham, tuipr tp 
the lady EU7,aJj^th, haying at one time paid her a vifit, 
JFound her employed in readipg Plato, while the reft of 
^he family were engaged in a party of hunting in the park ; 
and 01) his admiring the fingularity of her choice, ftie 
told him, that ft ^ received more pleafure from that au- 
thor than the bther$ ^ould reap from all their fport and 
gaiety ^^ Her heart, full of thk pafljon for literature 
and the elegant ^rts, and of tendernefs towards hjer huf- 
band, who was deferving of her affedions, had never 
opened itfelf tp the flattering allurements of ambition; 
and the infornaatiop of her advancement to the throne 
was by np nieans agreeable to her. She even, rtfufed to 
accept of the prefpnt ; pleaded the prefieraJDie title of the 
fwp pnnceinrjes; expreffed her dread of the confequences 
attending an enterprize (q dangerous^ not tq lay io crimi- 
nal; and defired to rennain in that private ftation, in 
which (lie was born. Overcome at laft with the entrea- 
ties, rather than reafons, of he^ father and father-in-law, 
and above all oiF h<er hufband, ihe fubmitted tp their will, 
and was- prevajledvOn to relinquiih her p\vn judgment. 
It was then ufual for the kings of England, after theiiv 
acceflion, to pafsthe firft days in.tlie tower; and North- 
umberland immediately conveyed thither the new fove- 
j-eign ^. All the counfellors wtre obliged to attend her 
''■'-''" to 



I' 
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C H A P. to ^hat fortrcfs ; and by this means became, in fome mea- 
XXXVI. fure, priibners in the hands of Norihumberland, whofe 
^^— N<""^^ will they were nectiTitaied to obey. Orders were given 
*553- by the council, to proclaim Jane throughout the kingr 
dom ; but thcle orders were executed only in London, 
and the neighbour Imod. No applaufe enfued: The 
people heard the proclamation with filence and concern : 
Some even exprelFed their fcorn and contempt : And one 
Pot, avintner^s appi entice, wasfeverely punifhed for this 
oflFence '. The proteftant teachers themlelves, who weie 
employed to convince the people of Jane's title, found 
their eloquence fruiilefs^; and Ridley, bifliop of Lon- 
don, who preached a fermon to that purpofe, wrought 
no efFeS upon his audience *^. 

The people of Suffolk, meanwhile, paid their atten- 
dance on Mary. As they were much attached to the 
reformed communion, they couid not forbear, amidft 
their tenders of duty, exprefling their apprehenfion for 
the proteftant religion ; but when (he affured them, that 
(he never meant to change the laws of Edward, they en- 
lifted themfelves in her caufe with zeal and afFeflion. 
The nobility and gentry flocked to her daily, and brought 
her reinforcement. The earls of Bath and Suffex, the 
^Ideft fons of lord Wharton and lord Mordaunt, Sir 
"William Drury, Sir Henry Benningficld, Sir Henry Jer- 
negan, perfons whofe intereft lay in the neighbourhood, 
appeared at, the head of their tenants and retainers*^. 
Sir Edward Haftings, brother of the earl of Huntingdon, 
having received a commifljon from the council to make 
levies for the lady Jane in BuckinglVamftiire, carried over 
his troops, which amounied to four thou fa nd men, and 
joined queen Mary. Even a fleet, which had been fent 
by Noithumberland to lie off the coaft of Sufix^lk, betog 
forced into Yarmouti^, by a dorm, was engaged to declare 
'for that princefe. 

NoRTHUMEKRLAND, hiiherto blinded by ambition, 
Thw at laft the danger gather round him, and knew not 

to 

' Heylin, p. i6o. ^ GodwInr» p 330. Heylin, p. 162. 
Burner, vol. ii. p 236, 2^8. ^ Stowe, p. 611. Holingfhed, 

p. 1087. Strype'.s Mem. vol. iii. p. 3. ^ Fox, vol. iii, p. 
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Buract, val. ii. p. 237. 
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to what hand to turn himfelf. He had levied forces, C H \ P. 
which were affembled at London ; but dreading the ca- XXXVI. 
hals of the courtiers and counfellors, whole compliance, ^^— v— ^-^ 
he knew, had been entirely the re fu It of fear or artifice, '5S3' 
he was refolved to keep near the perfon of .the lady Jane, 
and fend Suffolk to command the army. But the coun- 
fellors, who wifhed to remove him ^, working on the 
filial tendernefs of Jane, magnified to her the danger, to 
which her father would be expofed ; and reprefented, 
that Northumberland, who had gained reputation by fup- 
prefling formerly a rebellion in thofe parts, was much 
more proper to command in that cmerpiize. The duke 
himfelf, who knew the flender capacity of Suffolk, be- 
gan to think, that none but himfelf was able to encoun- 
ter the prefent danger ; and he agreed to takd on him the 
command of the troops. The counfellors attended on 
him at his departure with the higheft proteftations oF at- 
tachment, and none more than Arundel, his mortal ene- 
my ^. As he went along, he remarked the difafFe&ion 
of the people, .vhich foreboded a fatal ifTue to his ambi- 
lious hopes. " Many," faid he to lord Grey, " come 
«* out to look at us, but I find not one who cries, God 
^* fpeed you^. 

The duke had no fooner reached St. EdmondVbury, 
than he found his army, which never exceeded fix thou- 
land men, too weak to encounter the queen's^, which 
amounted to double the number. He wrote to the coun- 
cil, defiring them to fend him a reinforcement ; and the 
counfellors immediately laid hold of this incident to free 
themfelves from their confinement. They left the tower. Lady Jant 
as if they meant to execute Northumberland's commands ; deferted hy 
but being affembled in Baynard's caflle, a houfe belong- /^^ />w//if. 
ing to Pembroke, they deliberated concerning the method 
of ihaking off his ufurpcd tyrar.ny. Arundel began the 
conference, by reprefenting the injuftice and cruelty of 
TvJorthumberland, the exorbitancy of his ambition, the 
criminal enterprize which he had projeSed, and the guilt 
,in which he had involved the whole council ; and he af- ' 
ferted, that the only method of making atonement foi: 

their 

^ Godwin, p. 330. Heyhn, p. i«;9. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 

.239. Fox, vol. iii. p. 15. ® Heylln, p. 161. Baker, 

p. 315." Holingfhcd, p. 1086. ' Specd,,p, 816. ^God- 
win, p. 331. 
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C tt A f . their part oflfences^ was by a prompt return to the duif,* 
XXXVI. which they owed their lawful fovereigo *. This motion^ 
^ — *,r — -^ was fcconded by Pembroke, who, clapping his hand ta 
*553- his fwofd, fwore he was ready to fight any man that ex- 
prefiVd himfelf of a contrary fentiment. The mayoi* 
and aldermen of London were immediately fent for, who 
diltovertd ^reat alacrity in obeying the orders rhey re- 
ceived to proclaim Mary* Th^ people expreffed their 
approbation by (houto of applaufe. Even Suffolk, who 
commanded in the tower,- finding refinance fruitlefs^ 
opened the gates, and declared for the queen. The lady- 
Jane, after the vain pageantry of wearing a crown dur-^ 
ing ten days, rctwrned to a private life ^ith moch more' 
fatisfa£iion than (he feh, when the royalty was tendered- 
to her '^ : And the meffengers who tverc fent to Northum- 
berland, with orders to lay down his arms, fo&nd that he 
had del'paired of fucccfs, was Hcfcr^ed.by all his foHowers^ 
and had already proclaimed the queen, with exteriot- 
T^e pteen marks of joy and fatisfaSion'''. The people every where ,- 
proclaimed on the queen's approach to London, § -*Tt fenfible ex- 
mndac' preflions of their loyalty and attachment : And the lady 
hnvw' Elizabeth met her at the head of a thoufand horfe,^ whichf 
^^'^- that princefs had levied, in order to fupport their joint 
title againft the ufurper^. 

The queen gave orders for taking into en (tody th^ 
duke of Northumberland, who fell on his knees to the' 
carl of Arundel that arretted him, and abjcdlfy begged; 
his life ^. At the fame time were committed, the ear? 
of Warwic, his eldeft fon, lord Ambrofe and ford Henry 
Dudley, two of his younger fons. Sir Andrew Dudley^ 
his brother, the , marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Himtingdon, Sir Thomas Palmer, and Sh* John Gates.- 
The queen afterwards confined the duke of Suffolk, th^^ 
lady Jane Gray, and lord Guilford Dudley* Bat Marj^ 
was dtifirons, in the beginning of her reigii, to acqdiref 
popuiaiity bv the appearance of clemency; and bccaufe 
the counfeHors pleaded conftraint, as an excufe for iheif 
trealbn, (he extended her pardon to moft of them^ Suf-* 

foli^ 

^ Godwin, p. 331, 332. Thuanus, lib. xiii. ^ God^inV 
p. ^32. Thuanus, lib. xlii. c- 2. "^ Stowe, p. 61 X 

^ Burner* vol. il. p. 240: Hcylin, p. 19. Stowe, p. 613. 
^Burner, vol. ii. p. 239. Stowe^ p. 612. Baker» p. 31$. 
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folk himfelf recovered his liberty; and he owed this in- CHAP., 
dulgence^ in a great meafure, to the contempt entertain- XXXVI. 
€ci of his capacity. But the guilt of Northumberland ^^ ^^*— » 
-was too great, as well as his ambition and courage too '553- 
dangerous, to permit him to entertain any reafonable 
J[kprpes of life. When brought to his trial, he only de- 
Hred permiilion to a(k two quedions of the peers, ap* 
pointed to fit on his jury ; whether a man could be guilty 
of treafon that obeyed orders given him by the council, 
under the great feal ? and whether thofe who were in- 
volved in the fame guilt with himfelf, could zGt as his 
judges ?' Being told, that the great feal of an ufurper was " 
no authority, and that perfons, not lying under any fen- 
tence of attainder, were ftill innocent in the eye of the 
law, and might be admitted on any jury ^; he acquiefced, 
and pleaded guilty. At his execution, he made profeflion 22 Ju^r, 
of the catholic religion, and told the people, that they Northum- 
never would enjoy tranquillity till they returned to the herland 
faith of their anceftors: Whether that fuch were his ^•^'^"^^^•^ 
real fentiments, which he had formerly concealed, from 
intereft and ambition, or that he hoped, by this declara- 
tion, to render the queen more favourable to his family \ 
Sir Thomas Palmer, and Sir John Gates fufFered with 
him; and this was all the blood fpilt on account of fo 
dangerous and criminal an enterprize againft the rights of 
the fovereign. Sentengs was pronounced againft the lady 
Jane and lord Guilford; but without any prefent inten- 
tion of putting it in execution. The youth and innocence 
of the perfons, neither of whom had reached their feven- 
leenth year, pleaded fufEciently in their favour. 

When Mary firft arrived in the tower, the duke of 
Norfolk, who had been detained prifoner during all the 
lad reign ; Courtney, fon to the marquis of Exeter, who, 
without being charged with any crime, had been fubjed- 
ed to the fame puniihment ever fince his father's attain- 
der; Gardiner, Tonftal, and Bonner, who had been 
confined for their adherence to the catholic caufe, ap- 
peared before her, and implored her c^emency and pro* 
tcSion \ They were all of them reftored to their liber- 

^ Bnriiet, vol. ii. p, 343. Heylin, p. 18. Baker, p. 316, 
Holingrtied, p. 1089. ^ Heylin, p. 19. Burnet, ¥ol. iii. 
p. 243. Stowe, p. 614. ^ Hcylin, p. 20. Stowe, p. 613. 
H^Iin£[fli«d, p. to88. 
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CHAP, ty, and immediately admitted to her confidence and fa* 
XXXVI. vour. Norfolk's attainder, notwithftanding that it had 
^" — ^' ^ pafled in parliament, was reprelented as null and invalid ; 
*55i' becaul'e, among other informalities, no fpecial matter had 
been alledged againft him, except wearing a coat of 
arms, which he and his anceflors, without giving any 
offence, had always made ufe of, in the face of the court 
and of the \vlu)le nation. Courtney foon after received 
the title of eail of Dcvonfliire; and though educated in 
luch clofe confinement, that he was altogether unac- 
quainted with the world, he foon acquired all the accom- 
pliihments of a courtier and a gentleman, and made ^ 
conflderable figure during the few years, which he lived 
af.er he recovered his libeity". Befides performing all 
thofe popular a6is, which, though they only afFeded in- 
dividuals, were very acceptable to the nation, the queen 
endeavoured to ingraiiate heifelf with the public, by 
gi anting a general pardon, though with fome exceptions, 
and by remitting the lubfidy voted to her brother by the 
jail pailiament *^. 

The joy arifirg from the fucceflion of the lawful heir, 
and from the gracious demeanour of the fovereign, hin- 
dered not the people from being agitated with great anx- 
iety concerning the ftate of religion ; and as the bulk of 
the nation inclined to the proteftant communion, appre- 
henfions were generally entertained of the principles and 
prejudices of the new queen. The legitimacy of Mary'» 
• birth had appeared to be fome what conneSed with the 
papal authority ; and as that princefs was educated with 
her moiher, (he h?id imbibed the ftrongeft attachment to 
the catholic communion, and the higheft aveifion to thofc 
new tenet?, whence, fhe believed, all the misfortunes of 
htr family had originally fprung. The difcouragements, 
uhich fhe lay under from her father, though at lad they 
brought her to comply with his will, tended ftill more to 
enceafe her di'gnft to rhe reformers ; and the vexations, 
which the protector and the council gave her, during 
Fdvvard's reign, had no other efFeSt than to confirm hep 
fiTrther in her prejudices. Naturally of a four and obfti- 
nate temper, and irritated by contradidions and misfor- 
twies, (he poffeffed all the qualities fitted to compofc a 

bigoT; 

• Dcpeclies de Noailles, voi. ii. p. 246> A47. ^ Slowc>. 
616. 
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bigot; and her extreme ignorance rendered her utterly C H A P. 
incapable of doubt in her own belief, or of indulgence XXXVI. 
to the opinions of others. The nation, therefore^ had •**''^^ 
great reaion to dread, not only the abolition, but the '5S3« 
periecuiion of the eftablifhed religion from the zeal of 
Mary ; and it was not long before (he difcovercd her in- 
tentions. 

Gardiner, Bonner, Tonftal, Day, Heath, Vefey,CVf/MV 
were reiiiflated in their fees, either by a direft aft oi^^"fi^^^ 
power, or, what is nearly the fame, by the fentence ol^'J*^^^* 
commiffioners, appointed to review their procefs'and con- 
demnation, 'i hough the biJhopric of Durham had been 
diffblved by authority of parliament, the queen ercded 
it anew by letters-patent, and replaced Tonftal in his re- 
galities as well as in his revenue. On pretence of dif* 
couraging controverfy, ftie fllenced, by an. ad of prero- 
gative, all the preachers throughout England^ except 
fuch as fhould obtain a particular licence ^ \ and it was 
eaiy to forefee, that none but the catholics would be fa- 
voured with this privilege. Holgate, archbifhop of York, 
Coverdale, bifhop of Exeter,' Ridley of London, and 
Hooper of Glooefter, were thrown into prifon ; whither 
old Latimer alfo was fent foon after ^. Tht zealous 
bifliops and priefts were encouraged in their forwatdnefs 
toTevive the mafs, though contrary to the prefent laws. 
Judge Hale, who had difcovered fuch conftancy in de- 
fending the queen's title, loft all his merit by an oppo- 
fition to thofe illegal pradices; and being committed to 
cuftody, was treated with fuch feverity, that he fell into 
frenzy, and killed himfelf ^. The men of iSufFolk were 
brow-beaten, becaufe they prefumed to plead the pro- 
mt fe which the queen, when they inlifted themfelves in 
her fervicc, had given them> of maintaining the reform- 
ed religion : One, in particular, was fct in the pillory, 
becaufe he had been too peremptory, in recalling to her 
memoxy the engagements, which me had taken on that 
occafion. And though the queen ftill promifed, in a pub- 
lic declaration before the council, to tolerate thofe who 
differed fiom her ^, meu forefaw, that this engagement. 

Vol. IV. Y Ukc 

■ Heylin, p. 2$. Fdx, vol. ill. p. 16. Strype's Mem. 
vol. iii. p. a6. ^ Godwin, p. 336. ^ Burnet, vol. ii.. 
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CHAP, like the former, would prove but a feeble fecurity, when 
XXXVI. let in oppofitton to religious prejudices. 

^"^"^''■**^ The merits of Cranmer towards the queen, during 
•SS3* the reign of Henry, had been confidcrable ; and he had 
fuccefsfuUy employed his good offices in mitigating the 
fcvere prejudices, which that monarch had entertained 
againft her'. But the adive pait, which he had borne 
in promoting her mother's divorce, as well as in conduc- 
ing the reformation, had made him the objeQ of her 
hatred ; and though Gardiner had been equally forward 
in foliciting and defending the divorce, he had afterwards 
made fufficient atonement, by his fufferings in defence of 
the catholic caufe. The primate, therefore, had reafon 
to cxpeS little favour during the prefent reign ; but it 
was by his own indifcreet zeal, that he brought on him- 
felf the firft violence and perfecuiion. A report being 
fpread, that Cranmer, in order tp make his court to the 
queen, had promifed to officiate in the Latin fervice, the 
trchbilhop, to wipe off this afperfion, drew up a mani- 
fefto in his own defence. Among other expreffions, he 
there faid, that as the devil was a lyar from the begin- 
ning, and the father of lies, fo had he at this time ftirred 
up his fervants to profecute Chrift and his true religion: 
That the infernal fpirit now endeavoured to reftore the 
Latin fatisfaSory maifes, a thing of his own invention 
and device ; and in order to effefiuate his purpofe, had 
falfely made ufe of Cranmer*s name and authority: 
And that the mafs is not only without foundation, either 
in the Scriptures or the pra^ice of the primrtjve church, 
but likewifc difcovers a plain contradi^ion to antiquity 
ard the infpired writings, and is befides replete with ma- 
ny horrid blafphemies ^, On the publication of this 
inflammatory paper, Cranmer was thrown into prifon, 
iind was tried for the part which he had afted, in con- 
curring with the lady Jane, and oppofmg the queen't 
acceflion. Sentence of high treafon was pronounced a- 
^ainft him ; and thc4igh his guilt was (hared with the 
whole privy council r and was even lefs than that of the 
greatefl part of them, this fentence, however fevere, 

muft 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 240, 241. Hcylin, p. 25. Godwin, 
p. 336. ^ Fox, vol. iii. p. 94. Hey I in, p. 25. Godwin, 
0.336, Burnet, vol. ii.Xoll. N©. 8.. Cranni. Mem. ^. 305. 
Thuanus, lib. ziii. c. a^ 
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tnntt be allowed entirely legal. The execution of it,CHAP. 
however, did not follow; and Cranmer was refcrved for XXXVI. 
a inore cruel punifhment, v-^^/— ^^ 

Peter Martyr, feeing a perfecution gathering a- *5S3' 
gaind the reformers, defired leave to withdraw ^; and 
Avhile feme zealous catholics maved for his commitment, 
Gardiner both pleaded, that he had come over by an in- 
vitation from the government, and generoufly furniflied 
him with fupplies for his journey: But as bigotted zeal 
ft ill encreaied, his wife's Ludy, which had been interred 
at Oxford, was afterwards dug up by public orders, and 
buried in a dunghill **. The bones of Bucer and Fagius, 
two foreign reformers, were about the fame time com- 
mitted to the flames at Cambridge ^. John a Lafco was 
firft frlenced, and then ordered to depart the kingdom 
ivifh his congregation. The greater part of the foreign 
proteftants followed him; and the nation thereby loft ma- 
ny ufeful hands for arts and manufafiures. Several Eng- 
lifh proteftants alfo took (belter in foreign parts ; and every 
thirg bore a difmal afpeft for the reformation. 

During this revolution of the court, no proteSion 5/A Od*. 
was expelled by the proteftants from the parliament, ^ //»•/««* 
-which was fummoned to aflcmble. A zealous reformer ^ ^^^'* 
pretends, that great violence and iniquity were ufed in 
the eledions ; but befides that the s^uthority of this writer 
is inconfiderable, thisit pradice, as the neceffities of go* 
vernment feldom required it, had not hitherto been often 
employed in England. There ftill remained fuch num- 
bers devoted, by opinion or affeSion, to many principles 
of the antient religion, that the authority of the crown 
was able to give fuch candidates the prevalence in mod 
eledions; and all thoie, who fcrupled compliance with 
the court religion, rather declined taking a feat, which, 
while it rendered them obnoxious to the queen, cpuld 
afterwards afford them no protedion againft the violence 
of prerogative. It foon appeared, therefore, that, a ma- 
jority of the commons would be obfequious to MaryV 
defigns ; and as the peers were moftly attached to the 

Y a court, 

^ Heyljn. p. 26. Godwin, p. 336. Cranni«Mem. p. 317. 
■* Hcylin, p. 26. ^ Saunders deSchifm. Anglic. ^ ^ B^le. 
But Fox, who lived at the time* and U very mwut^ in hisnftt-^ 
ratives, ikys nothing of tht master. Sec vol. iii. p. i6« 
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. court, from intereft or czpedations, little oppofition wiis 
cxpe^ed from that quarter. 

In opening the parliament^ the court (hewed a very 
^553* (ignal contempt of the Uws> by celebrating, before the 
two houfes, a mals of the Holy Ghoft, in the Latin 
tongue, attended with all the antient rites and ceremonies, 
though abclilhed by a& of parliament'. Taylor, bifhop 
of Lincoln, having refuied to kneel at this fervice,. was 
very feverely handled, and was violently thruft out of 
the houfe ^ The queen, however, dill retained the 
title of fupreroe head of the church of England ; and it 
was generally pretended, that the intention of the court 
was only to rtftore religion to the fame condition in which 
it had been left by Henry; but that the other abufes of 
popery, which were chiefly grievous to the nation, would 
never be revived. 

The firftbill paffed by the parliament was of a very 
popular nature, and aboliihed every fpecies of treafon, 
which was not contained in the ftatute of Edward the 
third, and every fpecies of felony, which did not fubfift 
before the firft of Henry the eighth ^. The parliament 
next declared the queen to be legitimate, ratified the mar>- 
riage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, and annulled 
the divorce pronounced by Cranmer ^ whom they greatly 
bbuned on that account. No mention, however, is made 
of the pope's authority, as any ground of the marriage. 
All the flattttes of king Edward, with regard to religion, 
were repealed by one vote "^ ; and thereby the national 
religion was replaced on the fame footing on which it 
ftood at the death of Henry. The attainder of the duke 
of Norfolk was reverfed ; and this a& of juftice was 
much more reafonable than the declaring that attainder 
invalid without farther authority. Mod of the claufes of 
the riot a8, paffed in the late reign, were revived: A 
ftep which eluded, in a great meaTure,^ the popular fta- 
tute enad.ed at the firft meeting of the parliament. 

NoTWiTttsTANDiNG the compliance of the two 
boufes with the queen's inclinations^ they had ftilf a re- 

ferve 

' Fox, vol. iii. p. 19. . ^Burnet, vol. ji. p. 252. . 
^ Mariae, fefT. i. c. i. By this repeal, though it was in 
general popular, the claufe of 5 & 16 Edw. VL c. 11. was 
lofl;, which required the confronting two witnefles, in order to 
prove any treafon. * Maris, feff. «, c. i. ''' i Mari«, 
feff. 2. c. 12. 
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fcrve in certain articles ; and her choice of a hufband was, C H A P\ 
in particular, of fuch importance to national interefl, XXXVI. 
that they determined not to fubmit tamely, in that re- ^— v^-^^^ 
fpeS, to her will and pleafure. There were three mar- '5S3- 
riages^, concerning which it was fuppofed that Mary 
had deliberated after her acceflion to the crown. The 
firft perfon propofed to her, was Courtney, earl of De- 
vonfliire, who, being an Englifhman, nearly allied to the 
cix>wn, could not fail to be acceptable to the nation; and 
as he was of an engaging perfon and addrefs, he^iad gain- 
ed vifibly on the queen's aileSions ^, and hints were 
dropt him of her favourable difpofitiotis towards' him ^. 
But that nobleman negleSed thefe overtures; and feem- 
cd rather to attach himfelf to the lady Elizabeth, whofc 
youth and agreeable converfation he preferred to all the 
power and grandeur of her fitter. This choice occafiiaii-y 
ed a great coldnefs of Mary towards Devonfhke ; an^^'^ 
made her break out in a declared animofity agarnft Eliza- 
beth. The antient quarrel between their mothers had 
funk deep inte the malj^^nant heart of the queen ; and af. 
ter the declaration made by parliament in favour of Ca- 
therine's marriage, (ht wanted not a pretence for repre- 
fenting the birth of her fitter as illegitimate. The at- 
tachment of Elizabeth to the reformed religion offended 
Mary's bigotry ; and as the young princefs had made fome 
difficulty of diiguifing ^hcr fentiments, very violent me- ' 
fiaces had been employed to bring her to compliance *. 
But when the queen found that Elizabeth had obttruded 
her views in a point, which, perhaps, touched her ttill 
more nearly, her refentment, excited by pride, knew no 
longer any bounds ; and the princefs was vifibly expofed 
to the greateft danger ^. 

Cardinal Pde, who had never taken prieft's or- 
ders, was another party propofed to the queen ; and there 
appeared many reafons to induce her to make choice of 
this prelate. The high charaSer of Pcjle for virtue and 
humanity ; the great' regard paid him by the catholic 
church, of which he had nearly reached the higheft dig- 
nity on the death of Paul the third " ; the queen's aflFeSi- 

on 

^ Tbuan. lib. ii. c. 3. ^ Depeches de Noallles, vol li. 
p. 147, 163, 214, 215. vol. iii. p. 27. ^ Godwin, p. 339. , 

^ Dep. de Noailles, vol. ii. paflim. ^ Heylin, p, 31, Bur- 
net, vol. ii. p, 255. * Father Paul, book iii. 
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CHAP, on for the couiHefs of Siilifbury, his mpther» who bad 
XXXVI. onoe been her governels ; the violent anirpofity to which 
^*— ^v*^^ he had been expoied on account of his attachment to the 
•553- RomiOi commtjnion ; all rhefecopfideratior.s had a power- 
ful influence on Nf ary. But the cardinal was now in the 
decline of life ; and haying coq traded habusoFfiudy and 
retirement, he was repreiented to her as unqualified for 
the buftle of a court, and the hurry of bufinejs ^. The 
queen, therefore, dropt all views of that alliance: But 
as file entertained a great regard for Pole's wifdom and 
virtue, (he dill propoied to reap the benefit of hCs advice 
in the adminiftration of her government. She fecretly 
entered into a negociation with Commendone, an ageqt 
of cardinal Pandino, legate at Bruflels; (he iept afiu^ 
ranees to the pope, then Julius the third, of her earnelt 
defire to reconcile berfelf and her kingdoms to the holy 
fee ; and (he defired that Pole might be appointed legate 
for the performance of that pious oflBce ^. 

Thi^se two marriages being rejede^y the queen ca(( 
her eye towards tiie emperor's family, from which her 
mother was deicended, and which, during her own dif^ 
treflfes, had always afforded her countenance and pro^ 
tefiion. Charles the fifth, who a few years before was 
nlmofl abfolute mafter of Germany, had exercifed hU 
power in fuch an arbitrary ms^nner, that he gave extreme 
difguil to the nation, who apprehended the total extinc* 
tion of their privileges from the encroachments of tha| 
monarch ^. Religion had feryed him as a pretence for 
his ufurpations; and from the famf principle he me( 
with that oppofitipn, whjch overthrew his grandeur, and 
daihed all his ambitious hopes. Maurice, ele£lor of 
Saxony, enraged that the landgrave of Hefle, who, by 
his advice, and en his aiTurances, had pgt himfelf into 
the eriiperor's hands, (hould be unjuflly detained a prir 
foner, formed a fecret confpiracy iamong the proteflant 
princes; and covering his intentions with the piod artful 
difguifes, he fuddcnjy marched his forces againft Charles, 
and narrowly miJTed becoming mafter of his perfon. The 
proteflanti flew to arms in every quarter ; and their infury 
redion, aided by an invafion from France, xeduced the 

emperor 

^ Heylln, p. 3 1 . P gurfvet, vpl. u. p-, ^5? ^ Th\ianw^% 
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emperor to fuch cxlremity, that he was obliged to fub- CHAP. 
rait to terms of peace, which cnfured the independence of XXXVl. 
Germany. To retrieve his honour, he made an attack on v-^->^-**-^ 
France ; and laying fiege to Metz, with an army of a hun« '553i 
died ihoufand men, he conduced the enterprize in pcrlbn, 
and ieemed determined, at all hazards, to fucceed in an 
lindcrtaking which had attrafied the attention of all Eu- 
rope. But the duke of Guife, who defended Metz, with 
a garrifon compoied of the hraveft nobility of France, 
exerted fuch vigilance, conduct, and valour, that the 
Tiege was protraded to the depth of winter; and the 
emperor found it dangerous to perfevere any longer. He 
retired with the remains of his army, into the Low 
Countries, much dejeSed with that reverfe of fortune, 
"which in his declining years, had fo fatally overtaken 
bim. 

J^o fooner did Charles hear of the death of Edward^ 
and the acccflion of his kinfwoman, Mary, to the crown of 
England, than he formed the fchcme of acquiring that king- 
dooitohis family ; and he hoped, by this incident, to ba« 
\anceair the lofics which he had fufFered in Germany. His 
fon, Philip, was a widower ; and though he was only 
twenty-feven years of age, eleven years younger than 
the queen, this ob|e3ion, it was thought, to his marry- 
ing her, might eatily be over-looked, and there was no 
reafon to defpair of her having fiill a numerous ifluc. 
The emperor, therefore, immediately ferit over an agent 
lo fignify his intentions to Mary, who, pleafed with the 
iupport of fo powerful an alliance, and glad to unite her- 
lelf more clolely with her mother's family, to which ihe 
was ever ftrongly attached, readily embraced the pro- 
pofal. Norfolk, Arundel, and Paget, gave their advice 
for the match : And Gardiner, who was become prime 
minifler, and who had be'en promoted t6 the office of 
chancellor, finding how Mary's inclinations lay, fecond- 
ed the projed of the Spanilh alliance ; and reprefented, 
both to her and the emperor, the neceflity of flopping all 
farther innovations in religion, till the completion of the 
marriage. He obferved, that the parliament, amidft alt 
their compliances, had difcovered evident fymptoms of 
jealoufy, arid feemcd at prefent determined to make no 
further concefiLons in favour of the catholic religion: 

That 
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C H A P.Thtt though they might make a facrifice lo their fove- 
XXXVI. reign af lomc fpeculative principles, which they did not 
^*— *v**-' well comprehend, or of fome rites, uhich teemed not of 
'553- any immediate importance, they had imbibed luch ftrong 
prejudices againft the pretended ufui pations and exa^lons 
of the court of Home, that they would with great diffi- 
culty be again brought to iubmit to its autiioiuy : That 
the danger of refuming the abbey lands would alarm the 
nobility and gentry, and induce them to encourage the 
prepotieifions, which were too general among the people, 
againft thedodrine and wt)r{hip of the catholic church: 
That much pains had been taken to prejudice the nation 
againft the Spanifii alliance ; and if that point was urged» 
at the fame time with fori her changes in religion, it 
would hazard a general revolt and infurredion : That 
the marriage being once compleated, would give autho- 
Tity to the queen's meafures, and enable her afterwards 
to forward that pious work, in which (he was engaged 2 
And that it was even neceflary previoufly to reconcile 
ttie people to the marriage, by rendering the conditions 
extremely favourable to the Engliih, and fuch as would 
feem to enfure to them then* independency, and the en- 
tire poffcflion of their antient laws and prrvileges\ 

The emperor, well acquainted with the prudence and 
experience of Gardiner, aflentcd to all thefa reafom; 
and he efnde^voured to temper the zeal of Mary, by 
rcprefenting the neceiTity of proceeding gradually in the 
great work of converting the niition. Hearing that car- 
dinal Pole, more fincere in his religious opinions, and 
lefs guided by the .majsims of civil policy, after having 
fent oppofite advice to the queen, had fetout on his jour- 
ney to England, >vhere he was to exercife his legantine 
cpmmiflion j he thought proper to flop him at DilUnghen, 
a town on the Danube ; and he afterwards obtained Mary*s 
confent for this detention. The negociation for the mar- 
riage mean- while proceeded apace ; and Mary's intentions 
to efpoufe Philip, became generally known to the nation. 
The commons, who hoped that they had gained the queen 
by the conceffions which they had already made, were 
alarmed to hear, that (he was relolved |o contraa a fo- 
reign alliance j and they fent a committee to remonftraic 

in 

^ Btirnet, vol. fi. p. a6i. 
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in ftrong terms againft that dangerou$ meafbrc. To pre- CHAP, 
vent farther applications of the fame kind, (he thought XXXVI. 
proper to diffolvc the parliament. u— v--^^ 

A CONVOCATION had been fummoned at the fame <553- 
time with the parliament; and the majority here alfo 6/A ^'^- , 
appeared to be of the court religion. An offer was very 
frankly made by the Romanics, to difpute concerning 
the points controverted between the two communions; 
and as tranfubdantiation was the article, which of all 
others, they deemed the cleareft, and founded on th^ 
moft irrefiftible arguments, they chofeto try their ftrengih . 
by defending it. The proteftants pulhed the difputc a$ 
far as the clamour and noife of their antagonifts 
vrould permit ; and they fondly imagined, that they had 
obtained fome advantage, when, in the courfe of the de- 
bate, they obliged the catholics to avow, that, according 
to their doSrine, Chrift had, in his laft fupper, held 
hkmfelf in his hand, and had fwallowed and eat himfelF*. 
This triumph, however, was confined only to their own 
party: The Romanifts maintained, that their champions 
had clearly the better of the day ; that their adverfaries 
M'ere blind and obfiinate heretics ; that nothing but the 
rnoft extreme depravity of heart could induce men to 
conteft fuch felf-evident principles ; and that the fevereft 
punifhments Were due to their perverfe wickednefs. So 
pleafed were they with their fuperiority in this favourite 
point, that they foon after renewed the difpute at Ox- 
ford; and to (hew, that they feared no force of learning 
or capacity, where reafon was fo evidently on their fide, 
^they fent thither Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, under 
a guard, to try whether thefe renowned controverfialifls 
could find any appearance ©f argument to defend their 
baffled principles ^, The iffue of the debate was very 
different from what it appeared to be a few years before, 
in a famous conference, held at the fame place during 
the reign of Edward. 

After the parliament and convocation were finiftied, 
the new laws uiih regard to religion, though they had , 
been anticipated, in mod places, by the zeal "of the ca-* 
tholics, countenanced by the government, were ftill more 
openly put in execution : The majs was every where re- 

eftablifhcd; 

■ Collier, vol. ii p 356. Fox, vol. iii. p. 22. ^ Mom, 
Cranm. p. 354. Heylin, p. 50. 
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C H A P. cfiabllftied i and marriage was declared to be incompatU 
XXXVI. ble with any ^iriiual office. It has been afferted by fome 
^— >^-**-^ writers, that three-fourths of the clergy were, at thistinie, 
>554' deprived of their livings; though other hiftorians, more 
accurate ^, have clhmated the number of fufFerers to be 
far (hoit of this proportion. Could any principles of law, 
jufticeor reafon be attended to, where fuperftition pre- 
dominates ; the priefts would never have been expelled 
for their paft marriages, which at that time were permit- 
ted by the laws of the kingdom. A vifitatioii was ap- 
pointed, in order to reftore more perfeSly the mafs and 
the antient rites. Among other articles the commiflioncrs 
were enjoined to forbid the oath of fupremacy to be taken 
by the clergy on their receiving any benefice ^. It is to 
be obferved, that this oath had been eftabliihed by the 
laws of Henry the eighth, which were dill in force. 
^eefCs This violent and fudden change of religion inrpircd 

macria^re the proteftants with great difcontent; and even afFcQ^ed 
nvttb Pbi^ indifferent fpeSators with concern, by the hardfhips, to 
"/• which fo many individuals were on that account expoled. 

But the Spanifti match was a point of more general con- 
cern, and diffufcd univerfal apprehenfions for the liberty 
and independence of the nation. To obviate all clamour, 
the articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as pof-^ 
lible for the intereft and fecurity, and even grandeur of 
England. It was agreed, that though Philip lliould have 
the title of king, the admi^iftration fhould be entirely in 
the queen ; that no foreigner fliould be capable of enjoy- 
ing any office in the kingdom; that no innovation (hould 
be made in the Englifn laws, cuftoms and privileges; that 
Philip thould not carry the queen abroad without her 
confent, nor any of the children without the confent of 
the nobility; that fixty ihoufand pounds a year (hould be 
fettled as her jointure ; that the male iffue of this marriage 
ftioiild inherit,' together with England, both Burgundy 
and the Low Countrits; ana that, if Don Carlos, Phi- 
lip's Ion by his former marriage, Ihould die and his line 
be extin£^, the queen's iffiie, whether male or female, 
fnould inherit Sp«in, Sicily, Milan, ard all the other 
dominions of Philip ^, Such was the treaty of marriage 

figned 
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figncd by count Egmont, and three otKer ambafladors C H A P, 
fent over to England by the emperor*. ^ XXXVI. 

These articles, when pubhfticd, gave no fatisfaaion ' •— *-^ 

Co the nation: It was univerfally faid, that the emperor, J554- 
in order to get poffeffion of England, would verbally agree * S'^ 7^*- 
to any terms; and the greater advantage there appeared 
in the conditions which he granted, the more certainly 
rnight it be concluded, that he had no ferious intention 
of obfcrving then): That the ufual fraud and ambition 
fof that monarch might aflure the nation of fuch a con- 
duS ; and his fon Philip, while he inherited theie vices 
from his father, added to them tyranny, lullennefs, pride, 
and barbarity, more dangerous vices .of his own : That 
England would become a province, and a province to a 
kingdom which ulbally exercifed the rooft violent autho- 
rity over all her dependant dominions : That the Nether- 
lands, Milan, Sicily, Naples, groaned under the burthen 
of Spanifli tyranny ; and throughout all the new con- 
quers in America there had been difplayed fcenes of un- 
relenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the hiftory of 
mankind: That the inquifition was a tribunal invented 
by that tyrannical nation ; and would infallibly, with all 
their other laws and inftitutions, \)e introduced into Eng- 
land: And that the divided fentiments of the people with 
regard to religion would fubje£t multitudes to this iniqui- 
tous tribunal, and would reduce the whole nation to the 
jnoft abjeS fervitude j*. 

These complaints, being difFufed every where, pre- 
pared the people for a rebellion ; and had any foreign 
|)ower given theni encouragement, or any great man ap- 
peared to head them, the conlcjucnces might have proved , 
fatal to the queen's authority. But the king of France, 
jthough engaged in hoftilities with the emperor, refufedto 
(concur in any propofal tor an infurreQion, leli he ihould 
afford Mary a pretext for declaring war againll him '. 
And the more prudept part of the nobility thought, that, 
as the evils of the Spanifli jjliance were only dreaded at 
a diftance, matters were not yet fully prepared for a ge- 
neral revolt. Some perfons, however, more turbulent 

than 

* Depeches de Noaillcs, vol. if. p. 299. ^ Heylin. p. 
32. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 268. Godvvin, p. 39. * De- 
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CHAP, than the reft, believed, that it would be fafer to prevent 
XKXVl. ihan to redrefs grievances ; and they formed a conipiracy 
^— "V— '^^ to rife in arms, and declare agiiinft the queen'5 marriage 
•5S4- with Philip. Sir Thomas Wiatpropoled to raife Kenr^ 
Sir Peter Cafew, Devonfhirc ; and they engaged the 
duke of Suffolk, by the hopes of lecovering the crown 
for I he lady Jane, to attempt raifing the midlan(^ coun- 
ties *■. Carew's imparicnce or apprehendons engaged 
him to break the concert, and to rife ia arms before the 
If7^/V ir.- day appointed : Ke was foon fupprcfled by the earl of 
furredhn. Bedford, and conftrained to fly into France. On this in- 
telligence, Suffolk, dreading an arreft, fuddenly Ictt the 
town, with his brothers, lord Thomas and lord Leonard 
Grey; and endeavoured to raife the people in the coun- 
ties of Warwic and Leicefter, where his intereft Uy : 
But he was fo clofely purfued by the eail of Huntingdon, 
at the head of 3C0 horle, that he was obliged to dilpcrfe' 
his retainers, and being difcovered in his retreat, he was 
led prifoner to London K Wiat was at firft more fuc- 
cefsiul in his attempt; and having publilTied a declaration 
at Maidftone in Kent, againft the queen's evil counfeilors 
and again {^ the Spanifli match, without any mention of 
Ttligion, the people began to gather under his flandard. 
The duke of Norfolk with Sir Henry Jernegan was fent 
^igainft him, at the head of the guards and fome other 
troops, reinforced with 500 Londoners commanded by 
Bret: And he came within fight of the rebels at Rochef- 
ter, where they had fixed their head-quaners. Sir 
George Harper here pretended to defcrt from them; 
biit having fecretly gained Bret, thcfe two pcrfons fo 
wrought on the f^ondoners, that that whole body defcrt- 
ed to Wla^, and declajed that they would not contribute 
to enflave their native counirv. Norfolk, dreading the 
contagion of this ex^imple, immediately retreated with 
his troops Jirid took tlicUer in Loridon^. 

Aftfr thi'? f oof of the dilpofitions of the people, 
rrpeciaily of rhe Londoneis, who were moftly proteftants, 
Wiat was encourarred to proceed; and he led his forces 
to Sonthwaik, where he required of the queen, that (he 
fiiould put the tower into his hands, ftould delirer fofr 

counfeilors 

'^ Mc}lin p. ^^. Godwin, p. 340. ^ Fox, vol. ill. 
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councilors as hoftages, and in order to cenfurc the liber- CHAP, 
ty of the nation, fliould immediately marry an Englilh- XXXVI. 
man. Finding that the bridge was fecured againft him, ^— ^/'"**-' 
and that the city was overawed, he marched up to King- *SS4- 
fton^ where he paffed the river with 4000 men ; and re- 
turning towards London, hoped to encourage his parti- 
xans, who had engaged to declare for him. He had 
imprudently wafted io much time at Southwark, and in 
his march from Kingfton, that the critical feafon, on 
which all popular commotions depend, ^as entirely loftj 
and though he entered Wellminfter without refiftance, 
his followers, finding that no [ erfon of note joined him, 
infenfibiy fell off, and he was at laft feized near Temple- ^^^^ 
Bar by Sir Maurice Berkley ^. Four hundred perlons 
are faid to have fuffcred tor this rebellion ^ : Four huni 
dred more were conduced before the queen with ropes 
about their necks: and falling on their knees, received * , y- ^^. - 
pardon, and were difn^ifled. Wiat was condemned and ^^J*!^ * 
executed; and as it had Ijecn reported, that, on his tX2i^V'J"^^^' 
roination^ he had accufed the lady Elizabeth and thc^ 
earl of Devonftire as accomplices, he took care on the 
fcaflFold, before the whole people, fully to acquit them 
of having any (hare in his rebellion. 

Tuj. lady LUzabeth had been, during fome time, 
treated with great harflinefs by her fifter ; aqil many 
ftudied in<lanc«s of difcouragement and difrefped had 
been pra6tifed againft her. She was ordered to take 
place at court after the countefs of Lenox and the dutchefs 
of Suffolk, as if fhe were not legitimate ^ : Her friends 
were difcountenanced on every occafion: And while her 
vittues, which were now become very eminent, drew to 
her the attendajice of all the young nobility, and render- 
ed her the favourite of the nation ^ the malevolence of 
the queen ftill difcovered itfelf every day by frefh fymp- 
toms, and obliged the princefs to retire into the country. 
Mary feized the opportunity of this rebellion ; and hoping 
to involve her fifter in fome appearance of guilt, fent for 

her 

^ Fox, vol. ill. p. 31. Heylin, p. 34. Burnet, vol. 
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CHAP, l^cr under a ftiong guard, committed her to the tower, 
XXXVI. and ordered her lo be very ftriftly examined by the 
^— V-**-' council. • But the public declaration made by Wiai ren- 
*5S4- dcredit impra6licable to employ againft her any falfe evi- 
dence, which might have offered ; and the princefs made 
lo good a defence, that the queen found herfelf under a 
neteflity of relcafing her *. In order to fend her out of 
the kingdom, a marriage was proffered her with the duke 
ot Savoy; and when flie dechned the propofal, fhc was 
commiiicd to cuAody, under a ftrong guard, at Wode- 
floke % The earl of Dtvonftiire, though equally inno- 
cent, was confittcd in Foihcringay eaftle. 

But this rei?eUioo proved ftill more fatal to the lady 
Jane Gray, as well as to her huiband : The duke of 
Suffolk's guilt was imputed to her; and though the re- 
bels and malcontents leemed chiefly to reft their hopes 
on the lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devonftiire, the 
queen, incapable of gcnerofity or clemency, determined 
to remove every perfon, froin whom the lead danger 
could be apprehended. Warning was given the lady 
Jane to prepare for death ; a doom which fhe had long 
expefted, and which the innocence of her life, as well 
as the misfortunes, to which (he had been expofcd, ren- 
dered nowife unwelcome to her. The queen's zeal, un- 
der coloui of tender mercy to the prifoner's foul^ induced 
her to fend divines, who molifted her with perpetual dif- 
putation; dnd even a reprieve of three days was granted 
her, in hopes that ftie would be perfuaded, during that 
time, to pay, by a timely converfion, fome regard to 
her eternal welfare. The lady Jane had prefence of 
mind, in thefe melancholy circumftances, not only to de- 
fend hqr reliction by all the topics then in ufe, but alfo 
to write a letter to her fifter "^ in the Greek language ; in 
which, befides fending her a copy of the Scriptures in 
that tongue, (he exhorted her to maintain, in every for- 
124b Ft(L tune, a like fteady perfeverance. On the day of her ex- 
ecution, her hufband, lord Guilford, defifed permiflion 
to ke her; but (lie refufed her confent, and informed 
him by a m^ffage, that the tenderntfs pf their parting 

would 
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would overcome the fortitude of both, and would too C H A P. 
much unbend their minds from that conftancy, which XXXVi. 
their approaching end required of them: Their fepara- ^^—"v***-' 
lion, (he faid, would be only for a moment; and they *554* 
would foon rejoin each other in a fcene, where their ai- 
fedions would be for ever united, and wh.ere death, dif- 
appointment, and misfortunes could no longer^ have ac- 
cefs to them, or dirturb their eternal felicity ". 

It had been intended to execute the lady Jane and 
Jord Guilford together upon the fame fcaifold at Tower- 
hill ; but the council, dreading the compaflion of the peo- 
ple for their youth, beautj, innocence, and noble birth, 
changed their orders, and gave dire6tions that (he fhould 
be beheaded within the verge of the tower. She faw her 
hufband led to execution; and having given him from 
the window fome token of her remembrance, (he waited 
with tranquillity till her own appointed hour (hould bring 
her to a Ijke fate. She even faw his headlefs body car- 
ried back in a cart ; and found herfelf more confirmed by 
<he reports, which (he heard of the conftancy of his end, 
than (haken by fo tender and melancholy a fpeaacic. 
Sir John Gage, conftable of the tower, when he led her Execution 
to execution, defued her to beftow on him foroe fmallo/ Wy 
prefent, which he might keep as a perpetual memorial JaneGray^^ 
of her : She gave him her table-book, where (he had 
juft wrote three fentenccs on feeing her hulband's dead 
body ; one in Greek, another in Latin, a third in Eng.- 
li(h ^. The purport of them was, that human juftice^ 
was againft his body, but the divine mercy would be fa- 
vourable to his foul ; and that if her fault deferved punifti- 
ment, her youth at Icaft, and her imprudence were wor- 
thy of excufe ; and that God and pofterity, ihe trufted, 
would (hew her favour. On the fcafFold, (he made a 
fpeech to the by-ftanders; in which the mildnefs of her 
difpofition led her to takc^the blame entirely on herfelf, 
without uttering one complaint againft the feverity, with 
which (he had been treated. She faid, that her oflFcnce 
was not the having laid hei; hand upon the crown, but 
the not rejeSing it with fufficient conftancy : That (he 
had lefs err^d through ambition than through reverence 
to her parents, whom (he had been taught to refpefl: and 
ohey : That (Uc willingly received death, as the only fa- 

tisfadion 
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CHAP, tisfadion^ which (he could now make to the injured 
XXXVl. ftaic ; and though her infringement of the laws had been 
^'-^■v-**-' conftrained, (be would {hew» by her voluntary fubmiffion 
^S54* to their fentence^ that (he was dtfirous to atone for that 
difobedience, into which loo much filial piety had be- 
tiaycd her : That (lie had juftly deferved this puniihment 
for being made the inftrument, though the unwilling in- 
rtiument, of the ambition of others: And thit the (lory 
of her life, (he hoped, might at leaft be ufeful, by prov- 
ing that innocence excufes not great mifdeeds, if they 
ler.d any wile to the dertrudion of the commonweahh. 
Alter uitcrirg thefe <uords, (he can fed hcrfelf to be dif- 
f cbcd by her women ; and with a fteady ferene counte- 
nance lubqiitied herfclf to the executioner \ 

The duke duke of Suffolk was tried, condemned and 
executed foon after; and would have met with raorc 
compaffion, had not his own temerity been the caufe of 
his diiu^hier's untimely death. The lord Thomas Grey- 
loft his life for the fame crime. Sir Nicholas Throcmorton 
, Mas tried in Guildhall ; but there apf earing no fatisfaSo- 
ry evidence againft him, he was able, by making an ad- 
mirable defence, to obtain a v©rdi6t of the jury in hi» 
fawiur. The queen was fo enraged at -this difappoint- 
ment, that inftead of releafing him as the law required^ 
(he re-committed him to the tower, and kept him in dofe 
confinement during fome time. But her xefentment flop- 
ped not here : The jury, being fummoned before the coim- 
cil, were all of them tent to prifon, and afterwards 6ned, 
fome of them a thoufand pounds, others two thoufand a- 
piece ^. This illegal violence proved fatal to feveral, 
-among others to Sir J9hn Throcmorton, brother to Sir 
Nicholas, who was condemned on no better evidence than 
had been formeily rejefled. The queen filled the tower 
and all the prifons with nobility and gentry, whom their 
intereft with the people, rather ibim any appearance of 
^uilt, had made the objeQs of her fufpicioiJ. And find- 
ing, (he was univerfally hated, (be determined to difablc 
the people from refiftance, by ordering general mufters, 

and 
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And direfling the commiffioncrs to feixe tiictr arms, and CHAP. 
lay them up in forts and caftles ^. XXXVI. 

Though the government laboured under fo general ^^— v**--^ 
an odium, the queen's authority had received fuch an in- ''SS4* 
crcafe from the fuppreffion of Wiat's rebellion, that " 

the mtniftry hoped to find a very compliant difpofition 
in the new parliament, which was fummoned to aflem- 
ble. The emperor alfo, in order to facilitate the 
fame end, had borrowed no lefs a fum than j^oOy^oo ^ .. 
pounds, which he had fent over to England, to be dif- ^J^ 
tributed in bribes and penfions among the members: A -^a ^aw/ 
pernicious praftice, of which there had not hitherto * 

been any inftance in England. And not to give the public 
any alarm with regard to the chufch lands, the queen, 
notwithftanding her bigotry, refumed her title as fupreme 
head of the church, which fhe had dropped three months 
before. Gardiner, the chancellor, opened the feflion 
by a fpeech ; in which he afferted the queen's heredi- 
tary title to the crown ; maintained her right to chofe a 
hufband for herfelf; obferved how proper an ufc fhe had 
made of that right, by giving the preference to an old 
ally, defcended from the houfe of Burgundy ; and re- 
marked the failure of Henry the eighth's pofterity, of 
iwhom there now remained none but thic queen and the 
lady Elizabeth. He added, that, in order to obviate 
the inconveniencies, whi^h might arife from different 
pretenders, it was neceflfary to inveft the queen, by law, 
with a power of difpofing of the crown, and of appoint- 
ing her fucccfTor i A power, he faid, which was not ta 
be regarded as % new thing in England, fince it had for- 
merly been conferred on Henry the eighth *. 

The parliament were much difpofed to gratify the 
queen in all her defires; but when the liberty, indepen- 
dency, and very being of the nation were brought into 
fuch viiiWe danger, they could not by any mean$ be 
brought to compliance. They knew both the inveterate 
hatred, which (he bore the lady Elizabeth, and her de- 
voted attachment to the houfe of Auflria: They were 
acquainted with her extreme bigotry, which woolid lead 
iier to podpone all confiderations of juftice or national 
interefl to the efVabliihment of the catholic religion: 
They remarked, that Gardiner bad carefully avoided, in 

Vol. IV. Z his 

•^ ^ Dcp. dc Noaillcs, vol. ia. p. 9$. •Ibid, 
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C H A P.hU fptcch, the gmog to Elizabeth the appellation of the 

XXXVl. queen's fifter; and they thence concluded, that a defign 

*'"'>^"""^ waa formed of excluding her as illegitimate : They cx- 

'5$4« pededf that Mary, if invefted with fuch a power as (he 

required, would make a wili^ in her hufband's favour, an<} 

thereby render England Tor ever a province of the Spanifli 

ifoonarchy: And they were the more alarmed with theie 

projefis, when they heard that Philip's defccnt fronft the 

houfe of Laneafter was carefully infifted on, and that he 

was publicly reprefented as the true and only heir bj 

right of inheritance. 

The parliament, therefore, aware of fcheir danger, 
were determined to keep at a diilance from the preci- 
pice, which Uy before them. They could not avoid ra* 
tifying the articles of marriage ^, which were drawn very 
favourable for England ; but they declined paffing any 
fuch law as the chancellor pointed out to them : They 
would not fo much as declare it treafon to imagine or at- 
tempt the death of the queen's huiband, while (he was 
alive ; and a biH, introduced for that purpofe, was Itid 
tilde after the firft reading. The moi'e effeSually to 
cut off PbilipV hopes of exerting any authority in Eng- 
land, they paffed a law, in which they declared, ^^ that 
** her majefty, as their only queen,. fliouldfoUly and as,a 
^* fole quACQ, cnjoY the crown and fovereignty of her 
^ realnos, with aU the pre-eminences, dignities, and 
** rights thereto belonging, m as large and ample a man- 
«« ner after her marriage as before, without any title or 
•* claim accruing to the prince of Spain, either as te- 
^< nant by the couitefy of the i^alm, pr by any other 
** mcahs.***' 

A lAW pa0ed in this parliament for re-creSing the 
bifliopric of Ducham, which had been diflblvtd by the 
laft parliament, of Edward ^. The queen had already, 
by an exertion of her abfolute power, put Tonftal in pof- 
fefiton of that fee: But though it was ufual at that time 
for the crown to affume authority which might feem en- 
tirely legiflative, it was always deemed more fafe and 
fatistadory to procure the fanSion of parliament. Bills 
were introduced for fuppreffing heterodox opinions 
contained in books, and for reviving the law of the fix 
articles^ together with thofe againfl: the Lollards, and 
- ' againft 

* I Mir. Piarl. a. Ol^.s. * Ib^cap. u * lb. cap. ^ 
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JMpiinft herefyitnd erroneous preaching: But none ofCHAP. 
thelelaws coiild pafs the two houfcs. A proof, that the XXXVI. 
parliaaient had refervc^s even in their conceflions with re- ^^-^^/-^^^ 
gard to religion J about which they feem to have been ^554- 
Jels fcrilpiilous. The queen, therefore, finding that they 
yould not fefve all her purpoi'esj finiflied the feiTion by ^^^* 
<iifl'clving thenn. 

. Mary's thoughts Were now entirely employed about 
i;cceiVing Don Philip, whofe arrival fhe hourly expefted. 
'J his princeis, who had lived fo many years in a very 
reserved and private manner, without any profpeft or 
hopes of a hulband, was fo fmit with afFeftion for her 
young fpoufe, whom (he had never leen, that (he waited 
with the utmoft impatience for ihe completion of the 
marriage ; and eVery obftacle was to her a fcurce of^ 
anxiety and difcontent ^ : She complained of Philip's de- 
lays as aflPtcied ; and ihe could not conceal her vexation, 
that, though fhe brought him a kingdom as a dowry, he 
treated her with fuch neglcQ, that he had never yet fa- 
voured her with a fingle letter '. Her fondnefi was but 
the more encreafed by this fuperciliotls tr«5atment ; and 
when (he found that her fubjefts had entertained the 
jreateft averfion for the event, to which flie direSed 
her fondeft wiflics, (he made the whole Engllfh nation 
the objeS of her relentraent. A fquadron, under the 
command of lord Effingham, had been fitted out to con- 
voy Philip from Spain, where he then refided ; but the 
admiral informing her, that the difcontents ran very 
hijgh among the feamen> and that it was not fafe for 
Philip to entruft himfelf into their hands, (he gave or** 
ders to difmifs ihem ^. !^he then dreaded that the 
French fleet* being mafters of the fea, might intercept 
her hu(band ; and every rumour of danger, every blaft 
of wind, threw her into panics and convulfions. Her 
tieaith^ and even her underftanding^^ were vifibly hurt by 
this extreme im|>atience ; and (he was ftruck with a new 
apprehenfion, left her perfon, impaired by time, and 
blafted by fickncfs, (hould rtnder her lefs acceptable to 
bcr future confort. Her glafs difcovered to her how 
haggard (he was become ; and when (he remarked the 
Z 2 decay 

* Strype, vol. HI p. 1.25. ' Depeches de Noailles^ vol. 

nl p. 248. Depeciis deNoailles, vol. ill. p. 2io. 
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CHAP, decay of her perfon, (he knew not whether (he ought 
XXXVI. more to defire or apprehend the arrival of Philip *. 

^— v'^*-' At laft came the moment fo ifnpatiemly expeScd^ 
iS>4- and news was brought rhe queen of Philip's arrival at 

'9^^ J"^- Southampton ^ A tew days after, they were married in 

^^^\ . Weftminfter ; and having made a pompous entry into 

^E^*l^ J London, where Philip difpUyed his wealth with great 
^ oftentation, (he carried him to Windfor, the palace in 

which they afterwards refided. The prince's behaviour 
was ill calciilaied to remove the prejudices, which the 
Englifh nation had entertained againft him. He was dif- 
tant and reierved in hisaddrets; took no notice of the 
falutes even of the moft confiderabie noblemen ; and fo 
entrenched himfelf in forms and ceremonies, that he way 
in a manner inaccefliblc "^ : But this circumftance render- 
ed him the more acceptable to the queen, who defired to 
have no company but her hufband's, and who was impa- 
tient when (he met with any interruption to her fondnefs. 
The fhorteft abfence gave her vexation ; and when he 
lhew*ed civilities to any other woman, (he could not con- 
ceal her jcaloufy and refentment. 

Mary foon found, that Philip's ruling paflion was am- 
bition; and that the only method of gratifying him and 
fecuring his afFeSions was to render him mafter of Eng- 
land. The intcreft and liberty of her people were con- 
Tiderations of fmall monient, in comparifon of her ob- 
taining this favourite point. She fummoned a new par- 
l^^ment, in hopes of finding them entirely compliant; 
and that (he might acquire the greater authority over 
them, (he imitated the precedent oif the former reign, and 
wrorc circular letters direding a proper choice of mcm- 
, fj ^ bers ^. The zeal of the catholics, the influence of Span- 

n^imhr *^ ^o\d, the powers of prerogative, the difcouragement 
of ihegenfry, particularly/the proteftants; all ihefe caufes, 
feconding the intrigues of Gardiner, had procured her a 

houfc 

'^ Depeche« de Noalllcs, vol. ill. p. 222, 252, 253. 
^ Fox, vol iii. p. 99. Heylin, p. 39. Burncs vol. iii. 
p. 392. Godwin, p. 345. We are told by Sir William Mon- 
fon, p. 225, that the ttdmiral of England fired at the Spani/h 
Ijavy, when Philip was on board, becaufe they had not lower- 
^ their topfails, as a mark cf deference to -the Englifh navy 
in the narrow Teas. A very fpirited ^haviour, and very unlike 
thofe times. '^ Baker, p. 320. ^ Mem. of Cranm. fn. 
344. Strypt's Ecci. Meoa. vol. iii. p. 154, 155. 
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koufe of commons, wliich was, in a great mcafurc, to her C H A P* 
latisFa£tion; and it was thought, from the difpofiiion of XXXVI. 
the nation, that (he might now fafely omit, in her fum- '^ v*"^ 
mons of the parliament, the title oi fupreme head of the *S53- 
churchy though infeparably annexed by law to the crown 
of Cngland *. Cardmal Pole had arrived in Flanders, in- 
vefted with legantinc power from the pope: In order to 
pi epare the way for his arrival in England, the parlia- 
ment paffed an aS, rcverfing his attainder, and relloring 
his blood ; and the queen; difpenfing with the old ftatute 
of provifors, granted him permiflion to a 3 as legate. 
The cardinal came over ; and after being introduced to 
the king and queen, he invited the parliament to recon- 
cile themfelvesandthe kingdom to the apoftolic fee, from 
which they had been fo long and fo unhappily feparatcd. 
This meflage was taken in good part ; and both houfes 
voted an addrefs to Philip and Mary, acknowledging 
that they had been guilty of a moft horrible defeQio'n 
from the true church; profefling a finccre riepentance for 
' their paft tranfgreffions; declaring their refolution to re- 
peal all laws enafled in prejudice of the church of Rome ; 
and praying their majefties, that, fince they were happily 
uninfeded with that criminal fchifm, they would inter- 
cede with the holy father for their abfolution aid for- 
givenefs \ Their requeft was eafily granted. The le- 
gate in the name of his holinofs, gave the parliament and 
kingdom abfolution, freed them from all cenfures, and 
received them again into the bofom of the church. The 
pope, then Julius » the third, being informed of thefe 
tranfadions, faid, that it was an unexpeded inflance of 
his felicity, to receive thanks from the Englifh, for aU 
lowing them them to do what he ought to give them 
thanks for performing. 

Notwithstanding the extreme zeal of thofe 
times, for and againft popery, the bbjeS always upper- 
mod, with the nobility and gentry^ was their money and 
eftates ; and they were not brought to make thefe con- 
ceflions in favour of Rome, till they had received repeat- 
ed aiTurances^ from the pope as well as the queen, that 
f the . 

* Burnet, vol. ii. p. agi. Strype, vol. iii. p. 155. ^ Fox, 
▼ol. iii. p. 3. Heylin, p. 4a. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 293. God- 
win, p. 147. ^ Father Paul, lib. iv. 
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CHAP, the plunder, which they had made of the ecdcfiaftid, 
XXXVI. (hould never be enquired into; and that the abbey and 
*^ ~v^— ^ church lands ihould remain with the p^efent pofleffors *, 
'SS4- But not irufting akogehtr lo thele proniifes, the parlia- 
ment tt>okcare> in ihc law iiielf •, by whicli they repeal- 
ed the former flatuies enaQed agamft the pope's autho- 
rity, to infertaclauTe, in whjch, bcfides b^Aowing vali- 
dity on all marriages celebrated duung the Ichifm, an^ 
fixing the right of incumbents to their benefices, they 
gave fecurity to the polTeffors of church lands, and freed 
them from all danger of ecclefiaftical cenfures. The con^ 
vocation alfo, in order to remove all apprehenfions on 
that head, were induced to pfefent a petition to the lame 
purpofc^; and the legate, in his mafter's nanrie, ratified 
all thcfe tranfaSions. It now appeared, that, j;iotwuh- 
ftanding the eflForts of the queen and king, the power of 
t|)e papacy was cflfeSually fuppreffed, and invincible har- 
ries fixed againfV its re-eilabliihrnent. For though the 
jurifdiSion pf the ecclefiafti^s was, for the prefent, rc- 
tloredy their prppcrty on which their power much depend- 
ed, was irretrievably loft, and no hopes remained of re- 
covering it. Even thele artjrraryj^ powerful, and bigoted 
princes, while the tranfafiions were yet recent, cbuld 
not regain to the church her poflelJons fphtely raviflied 
from her; and no expedients were left the ckrgy for en- 
riching themiclves, but thofe :which they had ^t 6rft 
praQifed, and which had required many ages of igno- 
rance, barbarifm, and fuperftitioq, to opet ate their effed 
on mankind ^y * . . 

The 



^ Heylln, p. 41. » i & 2 Phil. 9c Mat. c. S ^ Hcy- 
lin, p. 43. !i 6t 2 Phil & Mar c 8. Sirype, vol. iii. p. i«;9. 

P The pope at firft gave cardinaj Pole powers to tranfa^ 
only with regard to the paft fruits of the church lands; hwt 
being tdmoniihcd of the danger attending any attempt towards 
a relumption of the Jands, he enlarged the cardinaVs p«wer, 
and granted him ainhoriiy to enfure the future poflTeffion of ihe 
church lands to the prefent proprietors. Thtre was only one 
olaufe in the cardinal's powers that has given occasion for fon:^ 
fpeculaiion. An exception was madt of fuch cafes as Pole 
mould think important enough to merit the l^eing communi- 
cated to the holy fee* But Pojp (imply ratifie<J the pofleflion of 
all the church lands ; and his comniifTioo had given bim full 
powers to that purpofe. See Harleyan Mifceliany, vol. vii. 

p. 264, 
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TFhi parliament having fecured their own poflcffioilf, C H A P* 
■n^ere more indifferent with regard to reiigion, or even the XXXVI. 
lives pf their fellow- citizens j and they revived the old v^^ 
fanguinary laws againft heretics S which had been re- '554* 
jeded in the fornier parliament. They alfo enaded fe- 
veral laws againft fisiditious words ana rumours'; and 
they made it treafon to imagine or attempt the death of 
Philip^ during his marriage with the quitn^.. Each par- 
liamem hitherto had been induced to go a ftep farther 
than their predeccffors ; but none of them had entirely 
loft all regard to national inttrefts. Their hatred again^ 
the Spaniards, as well as their fufpicion of Philip's pre- 
tenfions, ftill prevailed ; and though the queen attempt- 
ed to get her hufband declared prefumptive heir of th^ 
^crown, and to have the adminiftration put into his hands ; 
flie failed in all her hopes, and could not fo much as pro- 
cnire the parliament's confent to his coronation**. AU 
attempts likewife to obtain fubfidies from the commonSf 
in order to fupport the emperor in his war againft France, 
proved fruitleis; and the tifoal animofity and jealoufy of 
the Engli0i againft that kingdom, feemed to have given 
place, for the prefent, to like paffiont againft Spain* 
Philip, fenfible of the prepoffeiBions enttsrtained againft 
Jiim, endeavoured to acquire popularity by procuring the 
releafe of feveral priforiers of diftinSion; lord Henry 
Dudley, Sir George Harper, Sir Nicholas Throcmorton, 
te'iT Edmond Warner, Sir William St. Lo, Sir Nicholas 
Arnold, Harrington, Tremainc, who had been confined 
from the fufpicions or refentipcnt of the court K Bu^ 
nothing was more agreeable to the nation than his protec- 
tion of lady Elizabeth, from the fpite and malice of the 
queen, and the reftoring her to liberty. Thii meafure 
was not the effeA of any genprofity in Philip, a fentimcnt •• ' 

of which he was wholly incapable; bijt of a refined por 
licy, which made him forefee^^ that^ if that princefs were 

p. 264, 266. It is true, feme councils h^ve d<(ciared, that it 
exceeds even the power of the pope to alienate any churcli 
lands i and the pope, accordiQg to his convenience^ may either 
acHiere to or reoNle from Mn decfaration. 

« I & a Phil, k Mar. c. 6. ' Ibid. c. 3. ft. « Ibid. 
,c. 10. ** Godwin, p. 34^. Baker, p. ^AZ. ' Heylio^ 
p. 39. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 287. Stowe, p. 626. Depechat 
deNoailles, vol. tv. p. 146, 147. 
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CHAP, put to death, the next lawful heir was the queen of ScotSi 
XXXVI. whofe fuccellion would for ever annex £nj;land to the 
^•""■^^''^^ crown of France. The earl of Dcvonfhire alfo reaped 
•554' foroe benefit from the afFeded popularity of Philip, and 
recovered his liberty : But that nobleman, finding him- 
felf expofed to fufpicion, begged permiiTion to travel ^ ; 
and be foon after died in Padua, from poifon, as is pre* 
tended, given Hbn by the Imperialifts. He was the ele- 
venth and lad earl %i Devonihire of that noble family, 
one of the moft illuArious in Europe.* 

The queen's extrenoe defire of having iflue, had mada 
her fondly five credit to any appearance of pregnancy ; 
and when the legate was introduced to her, fli!e fancied, 
that flic felt the embryo ftir in her womb ^. Her flat- 
terers compared this morion of the infant to that of John 
the Baptifl, who leaped in his mother's belly at the (a- 
luution of the virgin ^. Difpatches were immediately 
fent to inform foreign courts of this event : Orders were 
ifTued to give public thanks t Great rejoicings were made : 
The family of the young prince was already fettled ^ ; 
for the catholics held themfelves aflured that the child 
was to be a male :. And Bonner, biftiop of London, made 
public prayers be faid, that Heaven would pleafe to ren- 
der him beautiful, vigorous, and witty. But the nation 
remained flill fomewhat incredulous ; and men were per-- 
fuaded, that the queen laboured under infirmities, which 
rendered her incapable of having children. Her infant 
proved only the commencement of a dropfy, which the 
di (ordered flate of her health had brought upon her. 
The belief, however, of her^ pregnancy was flill main* 
tained with » all poflible care ; and was one artifice^ by 
which Philip endeavoured to fupport his authority in the 
'JS5» Iti'^gdom. The parlianient pafled a law, which, in cafe 
of the queen's death, appointed him protedor during the 
minority j and the king and queen, finding they could 
\6tbjan* obtain no further conceflions, came unexpefledly to 
Weftminfter-hall, and diflblved them. 

There happened a renriarkable incident this feflion, 
which muft not be pafled over in filence. Several mem- 
bers of the lower houfe, difl^tisfied with the meafures of 

the 

* Heylin, p. 40. Godwin, p. 349. ^ Depecbes de 
Noaillcs, vol. iv. j>. 25. ** Burner, vol. ii, p. ^^ Qo<U 
win, p. 348. " {lcylin,.p. 46. 
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the parliament^ but 6nding themfelves dnable to prevent CHAP, 
them, made a feceiEon, in order to fliew their difappro- XXXVI. 
bation, and refufed any longer to attend the houfe <^. ' — ^^"***^> 
For this inftance of contumacy they were indided in the *55S* 
King's-bench after the dtflblution of the parliament : Six 
of them fubmitted to the mercy of the court> and paid 
their fines : The re/l traverfed ; and the queen died be- 
fore the afiair was brought to an iflfuc. Judging of the 
matter by the fubfequent pretentions of the boufe of 
commons, and, indeed, by the true principles of free 
government, this attempt of the queen's minifiers mud 
be regarded as a breach of privilege ; but it gave little 
umbrage at that time, and was never called in queftion 
by any future houfe of commons, which fat during this 
reign ^ 

^ Coke's Inftitutf-s part iv. p. 17. Strype's Memor. ?ol. 
ill. p. 165. ** -The Count of Noailles, the French ambaC- 
fador, iajs, vol. v. p. 246, that the queen threw feveral mem- 
bers into prifon'for their freedom of fpecch. 



CHAP. 
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Chap, xxxvii. 

Reafwi for and agatnfl tohratim — -— Bfrfecutimt, 

A parliant&nt, TMf queei^s extorthns,^ — Tkt elrh- 

peror repgns his criwn, — — Execution of Cranmer. 

H^ar with France. Battk of St. ^uintin. Calms 

taken by the French, " m Affairs of Scothnd. -rr — Mar- 
riage of the Dauphin and tJk queen of Sc9ts. ■ ■ v f /^" 
liament, Death of the queen. 

t! H A P. 'TT^HE Aicccft, which Gartftner^ from his cautious 
XXXVII. X ^^ prudtnt conda&f had met with in goVernMig 
^^ — »/-^-^-/ the parliament, and engaging them to concur both in the 
*5SS» Spaniih match, and in the re-e(labli{hment of the antient 
religion, two points, to wfiicft, it was believed, they tijore 
an extreme averfion, had fo raifed his chaxader for wif- 
dom and policy, that his opinion was received as an orar 
cle in the queen's councils; and his authority, as it was 
always great in his own party, no longer fuffered any opr 
pofition or controul. Cardinal Pole hinifelf, though fiore 
beloved on account of his virtue and candour, and tho** 
fuperior in birth and ftation, had not equal weight in 
public deliberations; and while his learning, piety, and 
humanity were extremely refpefted, he was reprefented 
more as a good man than a great mmiAer A very im- 
portant quefiion was frequently debated, before the queen 
and council, by thefe two ecclefiaftics ; whether the law« 
lately revived againft heretics (hould be put in execution* 
or ftould only be employed to reftrain, by terror, the 
bold attempts of thefe zealots. Pole was very iSncere in 
his religious principles; and though his moderation had 
made him be fufpeSed at Rome of a tendency towards 
Lutheranifm, he was ferroufly perfuaded of the catholic 
dodrines, and thought that no confideration of human 
policy ought ever come in competition with fuch impor- 
tant interefts. Gardiner, on the contrary, had always 
made his religion fubfervient to his fchemes of fafety or 
advancement ; and by his unlimited complaifance to 
Henry, he had fhewn, that, had he not been puihed to 
extremity under the late minority, ha was fufEciently dif- 
pofed to makc/^ facrifice of his principles to the eftablifli- 
cd theology. This was the well-known charaSer of 

thefe 
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thcfc two great counfeMprs; yet fuch is the prevalence C H A P* 
of temper above fyftem, that the benevolent difpofiiion XXXVMI. 
pf Pole M him to advife a toleration of the )icretical re- '^ — n^^-^ 
nets, which he highly blamed ^ while the fevere manners '55S' 
pf Gardiner inclined him to fupport, by perfecution, that 
religion, which, at the bottom, he regarded with great 
indifference \ This cireumftance of public condu£t was 
pf the higheft importance ; and from being the objctl of 
.ckliberation in the council, it fooiU became the fubjeS of 
difcourfe throughout the natron. We ftall represent, in 
a few wo/rds, the topics, by which each fide fupported, 
or might have fupported, their fcheme of policy; and 
fliall difplay the oppofite reafor.s, which have been em- 
ployed, with regard to an argument that ever has been, 
ai^d ever will be fo much canvaffed. 

THjt pfaftice of perfecution, faid the defenders ci Rertfons 
Pole's opinion, is the fcandal of all religion ; and the iht* for and 
©logical animofity, fo fierce and violent, far .from being ^^^^'"^ 
an argument of men's conviQion in their oppofite tenets, toUralkm^ 
is a certain propf, th^t they have never reached any fe- 
rious perfuafion with regard to thefe remote and fublime 
fijBjeds. Even thofe, who are the mod impatient of 
contradiQion in other controverfles, are mild and mode- 
rate in comparifon of polemical divines ; and wherever a 
rnan's knowledge and experience give him a pcrfeS affu- 
rance oJF his pwn opinion, he regards with contempt, ra- 
ther than anger, the oppofition and miftakcs of others. 
But while men zealoufly maintain what they neither 
clearly comprehend, nor entirely believe, they are (haken 
in their imagined faith, by the oppofite perfuafion, or 
even doubts of other men ; and vent on their antagoriifta 
that impatience, which is the natural refult of fo difagree- 
able a ftate of the underftanding. They then embrace 
eafily any pretence for reprcfenting opponents as impious 
and prophane; and if they can alfo find a colour for 
connecting this violence with the interefts of civil govern- 
ment, they can no longer be reftrained from giving un- 
c<>ntrouled fcope to vengeance and refentment. But 
furely never enterprize was more unfortunate than that 
of founding perfecution upon policy, or endeavouring, 
for the fak.e of peace, to fettle an entire uniformity of 
opinion, in queftions which, of all others, are leafl fub- 
jeded to the criterion of human rcafon. The univerfal 

and 
^ I^lin, p. 47. 
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CHAP, and uncontradi3ed prevalence of one opinion in religiooi 
XXXVU. lubjedsy can only be owing at firft to the ftupid igno- 
*'"*">'' — ^ ranee and barbarilm of the people, who never indulge 
*S5S- themfelves in any fpeculation or enquiry ; and there is na 
other expedient foi mainiainipg thai uniformity, fo fond- 
ly fought after, but by banifhing for ever all curioiity and 
all Improvement in icience and cultivation. It may not, 
/indeed, appear difficult to check, by a fteady feveriiy, 
the firft btginnings of controverfy : bnt befides that ihis 
policy expofes for ever the people to all the abjefl terrors 
• of iuperftiiion, and the magidraie to the endlefs en* 
croachments of ecclefiaftics, it alfo renders men fo deli- 
cate, that they can never endure to hear of opposition ; 
and they will fome time pay dearly for that falle tran- 
quillity, in which they have been fo long indulged. As 
healthful bodies are ruined by too nice ^a regimen, and 
are thereby rendered incapable of bearing the unavoidable 
incidents of human life ; a people who never were allow- 
ed to imagine, that their principles could be contefted, 
fly out into the mod outrageous violence when any event 
(and fuch events are common) produces a fafiion among 
their clergy, and gives rife to any difference in tenet or 
opinion. But whatever may he laid in favour of fupref- 
fmg, by perfecution, the firfl beginnings of herefy, no 
folid argument can be alledged for extending fe verity to- 
wards multitudes, or endeavouring, by capital punifh- 
ments, to extirpate an opinion, which has difFufed itfelf 
through men of every rank and ftation, Befides the ex- 
treme barbarity of fucji an attempt, it proves commonly 
inefFeQual to the purpofe intended; and ferves only to 
make men more obftinate in their perfuafion, and to en- 
creaie the number of their profelytes. The melancholy, 
with' which the fear of death, torture, and perfecution 
infpircs the ief^aries, is the proper diTpofition for fofltring 
Teligious z,eal : The profpeft of eternal rewards, when 
brought near, overpowers the dread of, temporary pu- 
nifhment : The glory of martyrdom ftimulates all the 
more furious zealots, efpecially the leaders and preachers. 
Where a violent animofity is excited by oppreifion, men 
pafs naturally, from hating the perfons of their tyrants, 
to a more violent abhorrence of their doSrines: And the 
fpeQators, moved with pity towards the fuppofed mar- 
tyrs, arc naturally feduced^ to embrace thofe principles, 
which can infplie men with a conflancy that appears ai- 
med 
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«noft fupematural. Open the door to toleraiion, theCHAP. 
inutual hatred relaxes among the fedaries : their attach- XXXVIL 
ment to their particular rehgion decays ; the common oc- ^^ — v— **^ 
cupations and pleafures of lite fucceed to the acrimony of *SS5* 
deputation ; and the fame man, who, in other xcircum- , i 

fiances, would have braved flames and tortures, is en- 
gaged to change his religion from the fmalleft profpeS of ' 
favour and advancement, or even from the frivolous hopes 
of becoming more faihionable in his principles. If any 
exception can be admitted to this maxim of toleration, 
it will only be where a theology altogether new, nowife 
conncded with the antient religion of the ftate, is im- 
ported from foreign countries, and may eafily, at one 
Wow, be eradicated, without leaving the feeds of future 
innovations. But as this inftance would involve fome 
apology for the antient pagan perfecutions, or for the ex- 
tirpation of Chriftianity in China and Japan; it ought 
iurely, on account of this detefted confequence, to be- 
jather buried in eternal filence and oblivion. 

Though- thefe arguments appear entirely fatisfaQo- 
ry, yet fuch is the fubtilty of human wit, that Gardiner, 
»nd the other enemies to toleration, were not reduced to 
filence ; and they ftill found topics on which to fupport 
the controverfy. The doQrine, faid they, of liberty of 
confcience is founded on the moft flagrant impiety, and 
fuppofes fuch an indiflFetence among all religions, fuch an 
obfcurity in theological do£trines, as to render the church 
and magiftrate incapable of diftinguiftiing, with certainty, 
the didates of Heaven from the mere fiSions of human 
imagination. If the Divinity reveals principles to man- 
kind, he will furely give a criterion by which they may_ 
be afcertained ; and a prince, who knowingly allows thefe 
principles to be perverted or adulterated, is infinitely 
more criminal than if he gave permiflion for the vending 
of poifon, under the fhape of bread, to all his fubjeSs. 
Pcrfccution may, indeed, feem better calculated to make 
hypocrites than converts ; but experience teaches us, that 
the habits of hypocrify often turn into reality ; and the 
children at leaft, ignoraAt of their parents* diflimulation^ 
inay happily be educated in more orthodox tenets. It is 
abfurd, in oppofiiion to confiderations of fuch unfpeak- 
able importance, to plead the temporal and frivolous 
interefts of civil fociety ; and if matters be thoroughly 
wamined, even that topie will not appear fo certain and 

univerfal 
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CHAP, univerfal in favour of toleration as by feme it is rcffre- 
XXX Vli. fented. Where ic&s arifc, wbofe fundamental principle 
^^-"^^"*^-' on all fides, is to execrate, and abhor, and damn,- aUd 
^555* extirpate each other; what choice has th^ magiftraie lett 
but to lake party, and by rendering one kQ. entirely pre- 
valent, reftore, at leail for a time, the public traoquiU 
lily ? The political body, beinj^ here fickly> muft not be 
treated as if it were in a (late of found health ; anjd an 
iffc&^d neutrality in the prince, or even a cool prefer- 
ence, may ierve only to encourage the hopes of all rite 
{eQsf and keep alive their aniipofity. The pfoteftants, 
far from tolerating the religion of their anceftors, regard 
i t as an imf icus and deteftable idolatry ; and during the 
late minority, when they were entirely mafters, they 
enafied very (evere, though not capital, ptinifhments a- 
gainft all exercife of the catholrc worfhip, and even 
aeainft fuch as barely abftained from their prophane rites 
and facraments. Nor are intlances wanting of their en- 
deavours to fecure an imagined orthodoxy by the moft 
rigorous executions: Calvin has burned Servetus at Ge- 
neva : Cranmer brought Arians and Anabaptifls to the 
(lake : And if perfecutiou of any kind b to be admitted^ 
the mod bloody and violent will furely be allowed the 
mad judicable, as the moft effedual. Imprifonment, 
fines, confifcations, whippings, ferve only to irritate the 
fefts, without difabling them from refinance: But the' 
flake, the wheel, and the gibbet, muft foon terminate ia 
the extirpation or baniibment of all the heretics, in- 
clined to give difturbance, and in the entire filence ami 
fubmiilion of the reft. 

The arguments of Gardiner, being more agreeable 
to the cruel bigotry of Mary and Philip, were better re- 
ceived ; and though Pole pleaded, as is affirmed S the 
advice of the emperor, who recommended it to his daugh- 
ter-in-law, not to pra&ifc violence againft the proteftants, 
and defired her to confider his own example, who, after 
endeavouring through his whole life, to extirpate herefy, 
had, in the end, reaped nothing but confufion and difap- 
puintraent, the kheme of toleration was entirely riejed- 

ed. 

^ Burnet, vol. ii. Heylin, p. 4^. It is not likely, howe- 
ver, ihat Charles gave arvy fuch advice: For he bimfelf was at 
this v€ry time proceeding with great yiolcnce in perfeculing the 
reformed in Flandcr*. Bjemivo^lio, part i. lib. i. 
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ed. It was determined to let loofe the laws in their full CHAP, 
rigour againft the ' reformed religion; and England was XXXVIT. 
foon filled with fcenes of horror, which have ever finoe ^— "v -^ 
r/endcred the catholic religion the objcA of general de- *SSS» 
teflation, and which prove, that no human depravity can 
equal revenge and cruelty^ ^covered with th<5 niantle of 
religion. n 

Thb perfccutors began with Rogers, prebendary oi^io^ent 
St. Paul's, a man eminent in his party for virtue as vizWP^/'f^^^' 
as for learning. Gardiner's plan was firft to attack mcn^^^y 
of that charafier, whoni, he hoped, terror would bend ^''^ 
to fubmiflion, and whoie example, either of puniihment 
or recantation, would naturally have influence on the mul- 
titude : But he found a perfeverance and courage in Ror 
gers, which it may feem ftrange to find in human nature, 
and of which all ages, and all feSs, do notwithftanding 
furnifh many examples. Rogers, befide the care of his 
own prefervation, lay under other very powerful temp- 
tations to compliance: He had a wife, whom he tenderly 
loved, and ten children ; yet fuch was his ferenity after 
his condemnation, that the jailors, it is faid, waked hini 
from a found (leep, when the hour of his execution ap« 
proached. He had defired to fee his wife before he died ; 
but Gardiner told him, that he was a pried \ he could 
not poflibly have a wife; thus joining infult to cruelty* 
Rogers was burnt in Smithfield^. 

Hooper, biftiopof Glocefter, had been tried at thf- 
fame time with Rogers ; but was fent to his own diocefc 
to be executed. This circumfiance was pontHved ta 
firike the greater terror into his flock ; but it was a fource- 
of confolatipn to. Hooper, who rejoiced, in giving tefti- ' 
mony, by his death, to that dodrine, which he had 
formerly preached among them. When he was tied to 
the (lake, a flool was fet before him, and the queen'* 
pardon laid upon it, which it was ftill in his power to 
merit by a recantation : But he ordered it to be removed ; 
and chear fully prepared himfelf for that dreadful puniih- 
ment, to which he was fentenced. He fuffered it in \x% 
full feverity : The wind, which was vehement, blew the 
flames of the reeds from his body : The faggots- were 
green, and did not kindle eafily : All his lower parts were 
^onfumed, before his vitals were attacked : One of his 

hands 

• Fox, vol. ill. p. 119. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3Qa. 
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CHAP, hands dropt oflF: With the othet he continued to beat hi* 
XXXVII. bread : He was heard to pray and to exhort the people* 
^■^'v^*'*^ till his tongue, fwoln with the virulence of his agony* 
•SSS» could no longer permit him utterance. He was three 
quarters of an hour in torture, which h^ bore with in- 
flexible conilancy S 

SandMUs was burned at Coventry, A pardon was al(b 
offered him; but he rejeded it, and embraced the flake, 
faying, " Welcome the crofs of Chrift*; welcome ever- 
•* tailing life." Taylor, parfon of Hadley, was confumed 
by flames in that place, amidft his antient friends and 
pari(hioners. When tied to the (lake, he repeated a 
plalm in Engliih : One of his guards (Iruck him on the 
mouth, and bid him fpeak Latin: Another, in a rage, 
gave him a blow on the head with his halbert, which 
happily put an end to his torments. 

There was o»e Philpot, archdeacon of Winchcfter, 
pcflfefled of fuch zeal for orthodoxy, that having been 
engaged in dlfpute with an Arian, hcffpit in his adverfa- 
ry*s face, to (hew the great deteftation, which he had 
entertained againft that herefy. He afterwards wrote a 
treatife to juflify this unmannerly expref&on of zeal ; and 
he faid, that he was led to it; in order {o relieve the for- 
row conceived from fuch horrid blafphemy, and to fignify 
how unworthy fuch a mifcreant was of being admitted 
into the the fociety of any chriftian"^. Philpot was a 
proteflant ; and falling now into the hands of people as 
zealous as bimfcif, but more powerful, he was condemn- 
ed to the flames, and fuffered at Smithfield. It feems to 
be almofl a general rule, that, in all religions, except the 
true, no man will fuffer martyrdom, who would not 
alfo inflia it willingly on all who differ from him.. 
The fame zeal for (peculative opinions is the caufe of 
both. 

The article, upon which almofl all the proteftants 
were condemned, was, their refufal to acknowledge the 
real prcfence. Gardiner, who had vainly expe^ed, that 
a few examples would ftrike a terror into the reformers, 
finding the woik daily multiply upon him, devolved the 
invidious oflBce on* others, chiefly on Bonner, a man of 

profligate 

^ Fox, vol. iii p. 145, &c. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 302. Hey- 
lin, p 48, 49. Godwin. P.J49. ^ Strype, vol. iii. p. a6i. 
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profligate manners, and of a brutal charaSer, who feem- CHAP* 
•€d to rejoice in the torments of the unhappy fuffercrs ^. XXXVII. 
He fometimes whipped the prifoners with his own hands, ^-— v-^^ 
till he was tired with the violence of the exercife: He 'S5S* 
tore out the beard of a weaver, who refufed to relinquilh 
his religion; and that he might give him a fpecimen of 
burning, he held his hand to the candle, till the finews 
and veins ftrunk and burft ^. 

It is needlels to be particular in enumerating all the 
horrid cruehies praQifed in England during the courfe of 
three years that thele perfecutions lafted : The favage 
barbarity on the one hand, and the patient conftancy on 
the other, are fo fimilar in all thefe martyrdoms, that the 
narration, very little agreeable in itfelfj would never be 
relieved by any variety. Human nature appears not, on 
any occafion, fo deteftable, and at the fame time fo ab- 
furd, as in thefe religious perfecutions, which fink men 
below infernal fpirits in wickednefs, and below the beifts 
in folly. A few inftances only'may be worth preferving, 
in order, if poflible, to warn zealous bigots, for ever, to 
avoid fuch odious and fuch fruitlefs barbarity. 

Ferrar, biftiop of St. David's, was burned in his 
own diocefe ; and his appeal to cardinal Pole was not a,t-. 
tended to ^. Ridley,, bifhop of London, and Latimer, 
formerly biihop of Worcefter, two prelates celebrated for 
learning and virtue, periHied together in the flames at 
Oxford, and fupported each other's conftancy by their 
mutual exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the (lake, 
called to his companion, " Be of good cheer, brother, 
** we (half this day kindle fuch a torch in England, as, I 
*< truft in God, (hall never be extinguilhed.'* The ex- 
ecutioners had been fo merciful (for that clemency may 
more naturally be afcribed to them than to the religious 
zealots) as to tye bags of gunpowder about thefe prelates, 
in order lo put a fpeedy period to their tortures : The 
explofion immediately killed Latimer, who was in an ex- 
tren>e old age ; Kidley continued alive during fome tima 
in the midft of the flames ". 

One Hunter, a young man of nineteen, an appren- 
tice, having been feduced by a pricft into a difpute, had 
unwarily denied the real prefencc. Senfible of his dan- 

VoL. IV. A a gcr, 

* Heylin, p 47, 48. ' Fox, vol. iii. p. 187. * Ibid, 
p. 216. ^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 318. Heylin, p. $2. 
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CHAP. ger» he immediately abfconded : and Bonner, laying hold 

XXXVII. of his father, threatened him with the greateft feveritie^ 

^-*"v^*> if he did not produce the young man to ftand his trial. 

*^^S- Hunter^ hearing the vexations to which his father was 

expofed, voluntarily furrendered himfelf to Bonner, and 

was condemned to the flames by that barbarous prelate. 

Thomas Haukes, when conduced to the ftakc;* 
agreed with his friends, that, if he found the torture to- 
lerable, he would make them a ftgnal to that purpofe in 
the midft of the flames. His zeal for the caufe, in which 
he fuflfered, fo fupported him, that he (Iretched out his 
arms, the fignal agreed on ; and in that podore he ex- 
pired *. This example, with many others of like con- 
(lancy, encouraged multitudes, not only to fuffer, but 
even to court and afpire to martyrdom. 

The tender fcx itfelf, as they have commonly greater 
propenfity to religion-, produced many inflances of the 
moft inflexible courage, in fupporting the profieflion of 
it, againft all the fury of the perfecutors. One execu- 
tion in particular was attended withcircumftances^ which, 
even at that time, excited aftoni^ment, by reafon of 
their unufual barbarity. A woman in Guemfey, being 
near the time of her labour when bought to the (lake, 
was thrown into fuch agitation by .the torture, that her 
belly burft, and flie was delivered in the midft of the 
flames. One of the guards immediately fnatched the in- 
fant from the fire, and attempted to fave it : But a ma* 
ffiftrafe who flood by, ordered it to be thrown back; be- 
ing determined, he faid, that nothing fliould furvive 
, which fprung from fuch an obflinate and heretical pa- 

rent *. 

The perfons condemned to thefe punifliments were 
not conviQed of teaching, or dogmatizing, contrary to 
the cftabllftied religion : They were feized merely on fuf- 
picion ; and articles being offered them to fubfcribc, they 
were immediately, upon their refufal, condemned to the 
flames^. Thefe inftances qf barbarity, fo unufual in 
the nation, excited horror; the conftancy of the martyrs 
was the objefl of admiration ; and as men have a princi- 
ple of equity engraven in their minds which even falfc 
religion is not able totally to obliterate, they were (hock- 
ed 

* Fox, vol. iil p. a6s. ^ Ibid. p. 747. Heylin, p. 57. 
BuriKt, rol. ii. p. 337. ^ Ibid. p. 306. 
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^6 to (ec pcrfofts of probity, of honoufi of pious difpo* CHAP, 
fitions, expofed to punifhrnents more feverc tlvin were XXXVII. 
inBifted on thfe greateft ruffians, for crimes fubverfive of ^^ — v""^ 
civil fbciety; To exterminate the whole proteftant par- *55S- 
ty, was known to be.impofiible; and nothing could ap- 
pear more iniquitous, than to fubjed to torture the moft 
conicientious and courageous among them^ and allow the 
cowards and hypocrites to efcape. Each martyrdom^ 
therefore^ was equivalent to a hiindred fermons againft 
popery : and men either avoided fUch horrid fpedacles^ 
or returned from them full of a violent, though fecret 
indignation againrt the perfecUtorS; Repeated orders wett 
fent from the coilncil, to quicken the diligence of the 
magiftrates iti fearching after heretics; and, in fome 
places, the gentry wcte conftraincd to countenance, by 
their prefence^ thofe barbarous executions. Thefe vio- 
lences tended only to render the Spanifh government daily 
more odious; ahd thilipi fenfible of the hatred which 
he incurred, endeavoured to remove- the reproach from 
himfelf by a very grofs artifice: He ordered hisconfeflbr 
to deliver in his prefenee a fermon in favour of toleration ; 
a doSrine fomet^hat extraordinary in the moiith of a 
Spanifh friar ^. But the court, finding that Bonner^ 
however fhamelefs ami favage, would not bear alone the 
tvhole infamy, fodri threw off the mafk ; and the iinre- . 
ienting temper of the queen, as welt as of the king, ap-> 
peared without cOntroul. A bold flep was even t^ken 
towards introducing the inquifition into England. As the 
bifhops' courts, though extremely arbitrary, and not con- 
fined by any ordinary forms of law, appeared not to be 
inverted with fufficieot power, a cortimiflion was appoint- 
ed, by authority of the queen's prerogative, more eBFec- 
tually to extirpate herejy. Twenty-one perfons were 
flamed ; but atiy three were armed with the powers of 
the whole. The ^ommiflion runs in thefe terms ;** That 
<* fince ftiany falfc rumours wjpre publifhed amoDg the 
«« ftibje^s, and many heretical opinions were alfo fprcad 
5* among them, therefore they were to enquire into thofe^ 
« either by prefentments by witftefTes, or any- other po- 
i*< litical way they could devife, and to fearch after all 
** berefies; the bringers in, the fcllersj the readers o^ 
•< ail heretical books : They were to examine and puriifh 
A a 2 <« alt 

•* Heylipi p. $6. 
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C H A P. '' all iniA>ehiviours or negligences in any church or cha- 
xioCVII. «< pel ; and to try all priefts that did not preach the fa- 
^***v**^ " crament of the altar ; all pcrfoDs that did not hetf 
>55S« •* mafs, or come to 'their parifli church to fervice, that 
<< would not go in procefTions, or did not take holy bread 
<* or holy water : And if they found any that did obfti- 
<* nately perfift in fuch herefies, they were to put them 
<« into the hands of their ordinaries, to be puni(hed ac- 
** cording to the fpiritual laws : Giving the cemmifiion- 
•< crs full power to proceed, as their difcretions and con- 
^* fcienceo (hould dire6t them, and to ufe all fuch means 
•* as they would invent for the fearching of the pre- 
** mifTes; empoweiing them alfo to call before them 
** fuch witnefles as they pleafed, and to force them to 
** make oath of fuch things as might difcover what they 
^* fought after **.'* Some civil powers weie alfo given 
the commiffioners to punifli vagabbnds and quarrelfome 
perfons. 

To bring the methods of proceeding in England ftill 
nearer the pradice of the inqtiifition, letters were writ- 
ten to the lord North, and others, enjoiningjhem, ** To 
<* put to the torture fuch obftinate p»rfons as would not 
** confefs, and there to order them at their difcretion ^Z* 
Secret fpies alfo, and informers, were employed, accor- 
ding to the pradice of that iniquitous tribunal. Inftruc- 
tions were given to the juftices of peace, *< That they 
•* ihould call fecretly before them one or two honed per- 
** fons within their limits, or more, at their difcretion, 
*• and command them by oath, or oiherwife, that they 
** (hall fecretly learn and fearch out fuch perfons as (hall 
^« evil-behave ihemfelves in church, or idly, or fliall de- 
•* fpife openly, by words, the king's or queen's proceed- 
** ings, or go about to make any commotion, or tell any 
«* feditious tales or news. And alfo, that the fame per- 
•* fons fo to be appointed, (hall declare to the fame juf- 
«* tices of peace, the ill behaviour of lewd difordered 
** perfons, whether it (hall be for ufmg unlawful games, 
** and fuch other light behaviour of fuch fufpefted per* 
<* fons : And that the fame information ftiall be given ft- 
** cretly to the juftices ; and the fame juftiees'ihall call 
•« fuch acculed perfons before them, and examine them, 
** without ^cclaritig by whom tkey were accufed* And 

"that 

'^ Burnet, vol. ii. €91!. jz. ' ^ lb. vol. ill. p. 24J. 
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^ that the fame jufticcs (hall, upon their cxamination,C H A P. 
^ puni(h the offenders, according as their offences (hall XXXVII. 
•* appear, upon the accufenient and examination, by their ^-""^^'"^^ 
" diicretion, either by open punilhment or by good *5S^^ 
<* abearing '." In fome refpeSs, this tyrannical edid 
even Exceeded the oppreflion of the inquifition ; by intro- 
ducing into every part of government, the fame iniquities, 
which that tribunal pra3ifes only for the extirpation of 
herefy,' and which are, in fome meafure, neceffary, 
wherever that end is earneftly purfued. 

But the court had devifed a iriore expeditious and 
liimmary.method of fupprefling herefy than even the in- 
quifition itfelf. They iffued a proclamation againfl books 
of herefy, trcafon, and fedition ; and declared, " That 
" whofoever had any of thefe books, and did not pre^ 
" fcntly burn them, wttHout reading them, or fhewing 
*♦ them to any other perfon, fhould be effeemed rebels; 
** and without any farther delay, be executed by niartial 
** law ^" From the ftate of the Engliih government^ 
during that period, it is not fo much the illegality of thefe 
proceedings, as their violence and their pernicious tenden* 
cy, which ought to be the objeS of our cenfure. 

We have thrown together almofl all the tranfadions 
againfl heretics, though carried on during a courfe of 
three yeaiis; that we may be obliged, as little as poflible^ 
to return to fuch fhocking violences and barbarities. It is 
computed, that in that time two hundred and feventy- 
fev en perfons were brought to the flake; befides thofe 
punifhed by imprifonment, fines, and confifcations. 
Among thofe who fuffered by fire, were five bifhops, 
twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlenven, eightyribur 
tradefmen, one hundred hufbandmen, fervants, and la- 
bourers, fifty-five womeri, and four children. This per- 
fcvering cruelty appears aftonifhing; yet is it much in- 
ferior to what has been pra3ifed in other countries. A ' 
great author ^ computes, that in the Low Countries a* 
lone, from the time that the edift of Charles the fifth 
was promulgated againfl the reformers, there had been 
fifty thoufand perfons hanged, beheaded, buried alive, 
pr burnt, on account of religion; and that in France the 
tiumber had alfo, been confiderable. Yet in both coun- 
tries, 

' Burnet, vol. iii. p. 246, 247. ^Burnet, vol. ii. p. 
363. Hcjrlin, p. 79. ^ Father Paul, lib. 5. 
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C H A P. tric5, as the fame author fubjoins, the progrefsof the new 

X^VII. opinions, indead of being checl^ed, was rather forwarded 

^— — v—^^by thefe perlecutions. 
*5SS« The burning of heretics was a very natural method 
pf reconcihng the kingdom to the Romifh communion } 
and little folicitation was requifite to engage the pope to 
Receive the ftrayed flock, from which he reaped fi|ch pro- 
fit : Yet was there a folemn embafly fent to Rome, conr 
fifting of Sir Anthony Brown, created vifcount Montar 
cute, the bifhop of Ely, and Sir Edward Carne ; in or- 
der to carry the fubmiffions of England, and beg to be rc« 
admitted into the boiom of the eafholic church ^. Pau^ 
the fourth, after a (hort interval, now filled the papal 
chair; the mod haughty pontiff^ that, during feveral 
ages, had been eleyated to tl\at dignity. He was offended, 
that Mary ftill retained among her titles, that of queeii 
of Ireland; and he affirmed, that it belonged to him 
alone, as he faw proper, either to ereGt new kingdoms or 
abolifli the old: But to ayoid all difpute with the new 
converts, he thoug)it proper to ered Ireland into a king^ 
dom, a|id then admitted the tirle| as if it had been af* 
fumed from his ovfn conceflion. This was an ufuai ar- 
tifice of thp pope's, to give allowance to what they could 
not prevent % and afterwards pretend, that perfons, 
while they exercifed their own power, wefe only ading 
by authority from the papacy And though Paul had at 
firft intended to oblige Mary formally to recede from this 
title, before ht would bpftow it upon her ; he found it 
wifer to proceerf in a lefs haughty manner ^. "^ 

The other point of difcuflion between the pope and 
the Englilh aiiibafladors was not fo eafily terminated, 
Paul infilled^ that the prop<5rty and poffeflions of 'the 
church (hopid be refipred even to the uttermofl farthing : 
That whatever belonged to God, covild never by any law' 
be converted to profane ufes, and every perfon who de- 
tained fuch poflfeflions was in a ftate of eternal damnation ; 
That he would willingly, in co^ifideration of the humble 
fubmiilions of England^ make them a prelefit of thefe ec- 
clcfiaftical revenues; but fuch a conceiEon exceeded his 
power, and the people might be certain that (o great a 
profanation of holy things would be a perpetual anathema 

upon 

* Mcyiin, p. 45. \ ' H«ylin, p. 45^ Father Paul, lib 5. 
^ Father Paul, lib. 5. ^ . 
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Opon them, and womM Waft ^11 their future felicity : C H A P. 
That if they would truly (hetv their filial piety, they XXXVII. 
muft reftore ajl the privileges and emoluments of the ^— -v-^-* 
Ronaiih church, and Peter's pepce among the reft; nor *55S» 
could they exped, that this apoftle wpuld open to thent 
the gates of paradife, while they detained from him his 
poffeffibns on earth ^. Thefe earneft reoionftrances, be- 
ing tranfirnitted to England, though tjiey had littlip influ- 
ence on the natipn,. operated powerfully on the queen i 
who was determined, in order to eafe her confciencei to 
reftore all the church lands whi^ph were ftill in the pof- 
feflion of the crown ; and the more to exprcfs her zeal, 
ihe ere&ed anew fome convents and monafteries, not- 
withftanding the Ipw condition of the exchequer?. 
When this itieafure was debated in council, fome rnepi- 
ters objeSed, that if fuch a coniiderable part of the re- 
venue was difinembered, the dignity of the crown would 
fall to decay ; But the queen rcplied| that (he preferred 
fhe falvatiop of hef foul to ten fuch kingdoms as Eng? 
|and\ Th^fe imprudent meafures would not probably ' ' 
have taken place fo eafily, had it not been for the death 
pf Gardiner, which happened 2i,bo\it this time : The great 
feal was ^iven tq Heathe» archbilhop of York ; that an 
^cclefiaftic might ftill be poftefted of that high oiEce, an4 
\)e better eqabled by his authority to forward the p^rfecu- 
tions againft the reformed. 

These perfecutions were now ^econ^ extreinety odii? zxfiOSt. 
pus to the Ration; and the effeds of the public difcon- -^/^'"^^^ 
tents appeared in the new parliament, fummoned to meet ''•''''• 
at Weftminfter\ A bill ^ was pafTed, reftpring to the 
church the tenths and firft fruits, and all the imprppria*? 
tions which remaii^ed in the hands of the crown ; but 
though this matter direfily concerned nbne but the queen 
herfelf, great oppofition was made to the bill in the houfc 
pf commons. Ad applicati6n being made for a fubfidy 
during two years, and for two fifteenths,, the latter was 
refufed by the commons ; and many members faid, that,^ 
while the crown was thus defpoiling iifelf of its revenues,' 
it was in vain ta beftow riches upon it. Th,e parliament ' 

rcjearc4. 

^Father Paol,-Jib. 5. Heylin, p. 45. ^ Depcches de 
Noailles, vol. iv. p. 312. * Heylin, p. 53, 65. Holing- 
ftied, p. 1 1 27. Speedy p. 826. ^ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3**- 
2 2 & 3 PhiL & Mar. c. 4. ' 
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C H A F.rcjcftcd a bill for obliging the exiles to return under cer* 
XXXVII. taio penalties, and anoiher for incapacitating fuch as were 
^remils in the profecuiion of herely from being juftices 6f 
peace. The queen finding the intradable humour of 
the comroonsy thought proper to diflblve the parlia- 
ment. 

The fpirit of cppofition, which began to prevail in 
parliament, was the more likely to be vexatious to Mary, 
as (he was otherwife in very bad humour, on account of 
her hufoard's abfence» who, tired of her importunate 
love find jealoufy, and finding his authority extremely 1f» 
mited in England, had laid hold of the firft opportunity 
to leave her, and had gone over laft fummer to the em* 
peror in Flanders. The indifference and negle^ of 
Philip, added to the difappointment of her imagined 
pregnancy, threw her into deep melancholy ; and flie gave 
vent to her ipleen by enforcing daily the perfecutions 
againft the protcftants, and even by expreflions of rage 
againft all her fubjeSs; by whom (he knew herfelf to be 
hated, and whofe oppofition, in rcfufing an entire com-^ 
pliance with Fhilip, was the caufe, (he believed, why 
he had alienated his affcdions from her, and afforded her 
fo little of his company ^, The lefs return her love met 
with, the more it increafed; and fhe pafTed moft of her 
time in folitude, where fhe gave vent to her pailions 
either in tears, or in writing fond epiftles to Phili|5, who 
feidom returned her any anfwer, and fcarce deigned to 
counterfeit any fentiment of love or even gratitude to- 
W/ wards her. 1 he chief part of governmenr, to which {he, 

fueen*s attended, was the extorting money from her people, in 
gxtirttons. order to falisfy his demands ; and as the parliament had 
granted her but a fmall lupply, fhe had recourfe to ex- . 
pedients the moft violent and moft irregular. She levied 
a loan of 60,000 pounds upon a thou land perfons, of 
whofe compliance, either on account of their riches or 
their afFedions to her, fhe held herfelf beft aflured ; 
But that fum not fufficing, fhe exaSed a general loan 
on every one who pofTelTed twenty pounds a year. This 
impoiltion lay heavy on the gentry, who were obliged, 
many of them, to retrench their expences, and dilmifc 
their fervants, in order to enable them to comply with 
her demands: And as thefe iervants, accuftomed to 

idlenefei 

A Dbpeches dc Noailles, vol. v. p. 562, 37#. 
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idlenefs, and haying no means of fubfiftance, betook them- C H A P- 
fclves very commonly to theft and robbery, the queen XXXVlt 
publiflied a proclamation, by which ihe obliged their ^'■—>'^"**-^ 
former matters to take then) back to their i'ervice. She 'SSS- 
levied 60,000 marks from 7000 yeomen, who had not 
contributed to the former loan ; and (he cxafited 36,000 
pounds more from the merchants. In order to engage 
feme Londoners to comply the more willingly with her 
multiplied extortions, jlie pafled an edid> prohibiting, 
for four months, the exporting any Engliih clo(hs or ker- 
feys for Flanders ; an expedient which procured a good 
market for fuch as had already Tent any quantity of cloth 
thither. Her rapacioufnefs engaged her to give endlefe 
difturbance and interruption to commerce. The Engljfli 
company fettled in Antwerp having refufcd her a loan of 
40,000 pounds, (he .difl^i"l>^c<l her refentment, till Ihe 
found, that they had bought and (hipped great quantities 
of cloth for Antwerp fair, which was approaching: She 
then laid an embargo on the (hips, and obliged the mer- 
chants to grant her a loan of the 40,000 pounds at firft 
demanded, to engage for the payment of 20,000 pounds 
more at a limited time, and to fubmit to an arbitrary im- 
pofition of twenty (hillings on each piece. Some time 
after, (he was informed, that ,the Italian merchants 
had (hipped above 40,000 pieces pf cloth for the Levant, 
for which thev were to pay a crown a piece, the ufuai 
impofition : She ftruck a xbargain with the merchant ad- 
venturers in London; prohibited entirely the foreigners 
to make any exportation ; and received from the Engli(h 
merchants, in confideration of this iniquity, the fum of 
50,000 [bounds, and an impofition of four crowns on each 
piece of cloth which they fhould export. She Attempted 
to borrow great fums abroad 5 but her credit ran fo low, 
that, though (he offered 14 per cent, to the city of Ant- 
werp for a loan of 30,000 pounds, (he could not obtain 
it, till (he conft rained the city of London to be furcty for 
her*. AH thefc violent expedients were employed while 
(he herfelf was in profound peace with all the world, and 
had vifibly no other occafion for money but to fupply the 
demands of a hufband, who gave attention only to his 

own 

• Godwin, p. 359. Cowper's Chronicle. Rurnet, vol. li. 
p. 359. Carte, p. 330, 333, 337. 341. Strjpe's Memcw; 
v©l. iii. p. 428, 55?. Annals, vol. i. p. 15. 
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CHAP, own convenience, and (hewed himfelf intirely indiffereBt 

XXXVII. about her imerefts. / 

^— "v—**' Philip was now becon>e mafter of all the wealth of 
■ SSS* the Indies, and of the richeft and ntoft extenfive domlni- 

The empe- ^j^ j^ Europe, by the voluntary refignacion of the era- 

^r^^ l^' peror, Charltsihe fifth; who, though ftill in the vigour 

•^^ " ot his age, had taken a diiguft to the world, and was de- 
termined to ftek, in the tranquillity of retreat^ for that 
happinefs, which he had in vain purfued, amtdft the tu« 

zK^tb 03. fnults of war, and the reftlefs projefts of anobition. He 
fummoned the ftktes of the Low Countries ; and feating 
himfelf on the throne for the laft time, explained to his 
fubjeds the realons for his refignation, abfolved them 
from all oaths of allegiance, and devolving his authority 
on Philip, told him, that his paternal tendernefs made 
him weep, when he refleaed on the burthen which he 
impofed upcn him*^. He inculcated on him the great 
and only iluty of a prince, the iludy of his people^s hap- 
pinefs; and repreiented how much preferable it was to 
govern, by afFeSion rather than fear, the nations fub- 
jefted ro his dominion. The cool refledions of age now 
difcovered to him the emptinefs of his former purfuits;. 
and he found, that the vain fchemes of extending his 
empire had been the fource of i^ndlefs oppofition and dif- 
appointment, had kept himfelf, bis neighbours, and his 
fubjeds in perpetual inquietude, and had fruflrated the 
fole end of government, the felicity of nations committed 
to his care; an obje^ which meets with lefs oppofition, 
and which, if fteadily purfued, can alone convey a laft- 
ing and folid fatisfa^ion. 
iSS^- A FEW months ^afier, he refigned to Philip bis other 
dominions; and embarking on board a fleet, failed to 
Spain, and took his journey to St. Juft, a monailery in 
Eftrtmadura, which, being fiiuartd in a happy climate, 
and amidft the gitateft beauties of nature, he had chofen 
for the place of hio reirear. When he arrived at Burgos, 
he found, by the thinnefs of his court, and the negligent 
attendance of the Spanifh grandees, that he was no longer 
Emperor; and though this obfervation might convince 
him till! more of the vanity of the world, and make him 
more heartily dcfpife what he had renounced, he fighed 
to find that. all former adulation and obeifance had been 
paid CO his fortune, not to his perfon. With better rea- 

fOQ^ 

^ Thuan. lib. xvi. c. ap* 
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fon, was hie ftrucfc with tbp ingratitude of his Ton Philip, C H A P. 
-who altjowed him to wait ^, long time for the payipent XXXVII, 
pf the frnall penfion which he had referved ; and this fdif- ^^'— >r*^— ' 
appointment in his domeftic enjoyments g^ve him a very >5S^- 
fenfible concern. He purfued, however, his refolution 
with inflexible conftancy ; and (hutting hirnielf up in his 
fetreat, he exerted ftjch felf-command, that he reftrain- 
cd even his curiofiiy from any enquiry concerning the 
trania<aions of the world, wbii^h he had entirely aban- 
doned. The fencing againft the pains and infirmities, 
under which he laboured, occupied a great part of his 
time ; and during the intervals, he employed his leifdrc 
either in exanf^ning the controverfips ot theology, with 
which his age had been fomuch agitated, and which he had 
hitherto oply cpnfidcredin a politicallight, or in imitating 
the works of reijowned ariifts, particularly in mechanics, 
of which he had always been a great admirer and encou- 
ragcr. He is faid to haye difcovered s\, propcnfily to the 
new doSrines; and tp have frequently dropped hints of 
this unexpeQed alteration in his feniiitienrs. Having 
amufed himfelf with the conftruSion of clocks and 
watches, he thence remarked how imprafticable the ob- 
jcd was, in which he had fo mpch employed himfelf du- 
ring his grandeur ; and how impoffible, that he, who ne- 
ver could frame two machines that would go exaftly a- 
Vike, could ever be able to make all mankind concur in 
the fame belief and opinion. He furvived his retreat two 
years. 

The emperor Charles had very early, in the begin- 
ning of his reign^ found thie difficulty of governing iuch 
diftant dominions ; and he had made his brother Ferdi- 
nand to be eleQed king of the Romans; with a view of 
his fucceeding to the imperial dignity, a.s well as to his 
jGerntan dominions. But having afterwards enlarged his 
views, and formed plans of aggrandizing his family, he 
regretted, that he muft difmember iuch confiderable 
ftates ; and he endeavoured to engage Ferdinand, by the 
moft tempting offers, and moft earneft felicitations, to 
yield up his pretenfions in favour of Philip. Finding his 
attempts fruitlefs, he had refigned the imperial crown 
with his other dignities j and Ferdinand, according to 
to common form, applied to the pope for his coronation. 
The arrogant pontiff refufed t.he demand; and pretend- 
edj that, though, on the death of an eo:^peror, he w#s 
" . obi/-. 
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CHAP. oWigcd to crown the prince elefled, yet in the cafe of a 
* XXXVII. refignation, the right devolved to the holy fee, and it be- 
^^ — >/-**-> longed to the pope alone to appoint an emperor. The 
•55^ conduft of Paul was in every thing conformable to thefc 
lofty pretenfions. He thundered always in the ears of all 
ambafladors, that he (lood in no need of the aiTiftance of 
any prince; that he was above all potentates of the earth; 
that he would not accuilom monarchs to pretend to a fa- 
miliarity or equality with him ; that it belonged to him to 
alter and regulate kingdoms ; that he was fucceflfor of 
thofe who had depofed kings and emperors ; and that, ra- 
ther than fubmit to any thing below his dignity, he would 
fet fire to the four corners of the world. He went fo 
far, as at table, in the prefence of. many perfons, and 
even openly, in a public confiftory, to fay, that he would 
not admit any kings for his companions ; they were all his 
fubjeds, and he would hold them under thefe feet: So* 
faying, he (lamped on the ground with his old and in- 
infirm limbs: For he was now pafi fourfcore years of 
age^. t 

The world could not forbear making a comparifon be* 
tvveen Charles the fifth, a prince, who, though educated 
amidfl wars and intrigues of (late, had prevented the de- 
cline of age, and had defcen^ed from the throne, in or- 
der to fet apart an interval for thought and reflexion, and 
a prieft, who, in the extremity of old age, exulted in his 
dominion, and, from reAlefs ambition and revenge, was 
throwing all nations into combuftion. Paul had enter- 
tained the moft inveterate animofity againft the houfe of 
Anftria ; and though a truce of five years had been con- 
cluded between France and Spain, he excited Henry by 
his folicitations to break it, and promifed to aflift him in 
rccotering Naples and the dominions, to which he laid 
claim in Italy ; a projeS which had ever proved fatal to 
the predecefTors of that monarch. He hinjfelf engaged 
in hoftilities wiih the duke of Alva, viceroy of Naples; 
and the duke of Guife being fent with forces to fupport 
him, the renewal of war between the two crowns feemed 
almoft inevitable. Philip, though lefs warlike than his 
father^ was no lefs ambitious; a«d he trufted, that, by 
the intiigues of the cabinet, where, he believed, his 
caution and fccrecy and prudence gave him the fuperiori- 
ty, he (hould be able to fubdue all his enemies, and ex- 
tend 
• Father Paul, lib. v. 
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tend his authority and dominion. For this rcafon, as C H A I*, 
well as froni the defire of fettling his new empire, he XXXViL 
was deiirous to maintain peace with France ; Sut when ^— >/'-*'-^ 
he found, that, without facrificing his honour, it was im- *556* 
poflible for him to overlook the hoftile attempts of Hen- " 
ry, he prepared for war with great inftuftry. In order 
to give himfclf the more advantage, he was deftrous to 
embark England in the quarrel; and though the queen 
was of herfelf extremely averfe to that defign, he hoped, 
that the devoted fondnefs, which notwithftanding repeat- 
ed inftancesbf his indifference, (he ftill bore him, would 
effedually fecorid his applications. Had the m^itter in- 
deed depended folely on her, (he was incapable . of re- 
fitting her huiband's commands; but flie had little weight 
with her council, ftill lefs with her people ;' and her go- 
vernment, which was every day becoming more odious, 
feemed unable to fupport' itfelf even during the moft pro- 
found tranquillity, much more if a war was kindled with 
France, and what feemed an inevitable confequence, 
with Scotland, fupportcd by that powerful kingdom. 

An zQ, of barbarity was this year exercifed in Eng- Executhm, 
land, which, added to many other inftances of the fame e/Cr««- 
kind, tended to render the government extremely un- «^'"- 
popular. Cranmer had long been detained prifpner ; but 
the queen now determined to bring him to puniftiment ; 
and in order the more fuHy to fatiate her vengeance, flie 
refoived to punifh him for hercfy, rather than for treafon. 
He was cited by the pope to (land his trial at Rome; and 
chough he was known to be kept in clofe cuftodyat Ox- 
ford, he was, upon his not appearing, condemned as con- 
tumacious. Bonner, bifliop of London, and Thirleby of 
Ely, were fent to degrade him ; and the former executed 
that melancholy ceremony with all the joy and exultation 
which fuited his favage nature^. The revenge of the 
queen, not farisfied with the eternal damnation of Cran- 
mer, which (he believed inevitable, and with the exe- 
cution of that dreadful fentence, to which he was con- 
demned, prompted her alfo to feek the ruin of his ho- 
nour, and the infamy of his name. Perfons were em- 
ployed to attack him, not in the way of difputation, a- 
gainft which he was fufficiently armed ; but by flattery, 
tnfinuation, and addrefs; by reprefenting the dignities to 

whicl^ 
* Mem. gf Cranm. p. 375. 
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CHAP, which his charader ftill entitled him, if he would ifterit 
XXXVII. them by a recantation; by giving hopes of long enjoying 
^^"''"v"''*-' thole powerful friends, whom his beneficent difpofitiori 
'5S^- had attached to him during the equrfe of his profperity ^* 
Overcome by the fond love of life, terrified by the pro- 
fycQ, of ihofe tortures which awaited him, he allowed, 
in an unguarded hour, the fentiments of nature to pre^ 
vail over his refolution ; and he agreed to fubfcribe the 
dodrines of the papal fupremacy and of thereat prefence^ 
The court, equally perfidious and crucU were deter- 
mined, that this recantation (hould avail him nothing $ 
and they fent orders, that he (hould be required to ac- 
knowledge his errors in church before the people, and 
that he thould thence be immediately led to execution, 
a i7f. M<^. Cranmer, whether, that he had received a fccret inti« 
mat ion of their defign, or had repented of his weaknefs^ 
furprized the audience by a contrary declaratioi/. He 
faid, that he was well apprized of the obedience which 
he owed to his fovereign and the laws ; but this duty ex- 
tended no farther than to fubmit panently to their com-' 
mands, and to bear without refiftance whatever hardibips 
they ihould impofe upon him: That a fuperioi^;duty, the 
duty which he owed his Maker, obliged him to fpeak 
truth on all occafions, and not to relinqui(h, by a bafe 
denial, the holy dodrine, which the fupreme Being had 
revealed to mankind: That there was but one raifcar- 
liage in his life, of which, above all others, he feverc* 
ly repented; the infmcere declaration of faith; to which 
he had the weaknefe to confent, and which the fear of 
death alone had extorted from him: That he took this 
oppori unity of atoning for his error, by a fincere and 
open recantation ; and was willing to feal with his bipod 
that dodrinc, which he firmly believed to be communis 
cated from heaven: And that as his hand had erred hy 
betraying his heart, it (hould firft be puniflied, by a 
fevere but juft cicom, Und (hould firft pay the forfeit of 
its otVences. He was therce led to the (lake amidft the 
iniuhs of the catholics; and having now fummoned up 
all the force cf his mind, he bore their fcorn, as well as 
ih6 ton lire of ius punifhment, with fingular fortitude. 
He ftretched oxit iiis hand, and without betraying, either 
by his countenance or motions, the leaft fign of weakneft 
pr even of feeling, he held it in the flames, till it was 

entirely 
' Heylin, p. 55. Mem. p, 383. 
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entirely confamcd. His thoughts feemed wholly occu- CHAP, 
pied with refle&ions on his former fault ; and he called XXXVII. 
aloud feveral times. This hand has offended. Satisfied with ^^ — v-**-' 
that atonement, he then difcovered a ferenity in his "SS^. 
countenance ; and when the fire attacked his body, He 
feemed to be quite infenfit)le of his outward fufftrings^ 
and by the force of hope and refolution to have colleded 
his mind altogether within itfelf, and to repel the fury of 
the flames. It is pretended, that, after his body was 
confumed, his heart was found entire and untoucned a- 
midft the alhes; an event, which, as it waslhe emblem > 

of his conftancy, was fondly believed by the zealous pro- 
teftants. He was undoubtedly a man of merit ; poffeffcd 
of learning and capacity; and adorqed with candour, fin* 
cerity and benificence, and all thofe virtues, which were 
fitted to render him ufefiil and amiable in fociety. His 
moral qualities procured him univerfal refpe6t ; and the 
courage of his martyrdom, though he fell (hort of the 
rigid inflexibility obferved in many, made him the hero 
of the proteftant party ^. 

After Cranmer*s death, cardinal Pple, who had now 
taken prieft's orders, was inflalled in the fee of Canter- 
bury ; and was thus, by this oflSce, as well as his com- 
miffion of legate, placed at the head of the church of 
England. But though he was averfe to all fanguinary 
methods of converting heretics, and eftecmed the refor- 
mation of the clergy the more effeQual, as the more 
laudable expedient for that^urpofe "; he found his au- 
thority too weak to oppofe the barbarous and bigotted dif- 
pofition of the queen and of her counfellors. He himfelf, 
he knew, had been fufpeSed of Lutheranifm ; and as 
Paul, the reigning pope, was a furious persecutor and 
his perfonal enemy, he was prompted, by the.modefty of 
his diipofition, to referve his credit for other occafions, 
in which he had a greater probability of fuccefs '. 

The great objeQ of the queen was to engage the na- ,^^- 
tion in the war, which was kindled between France and 
Spain ; and cardinal Pole, with many other counfellors, 
very openly and zealoufly oppofed this meafure. Befides 
infifting on the mai'riage articles, which provided againd 

fuch 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. 331,332, &c. Godwin, p. 352. " Bur- 
net, vol. ii. p* 324, 325. ^ Heylin, p. 68, 69. Burnet, 
TpL ii. p. 327. 
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CHAP* fttch an attempt, they reprefented the violence of the 
XXXV U domeftic fadions in England, and tht difordered^ ftate of 
^^—v"**^ the finances; and they foreboded, that the tendency of 
*557- all thefe meafures was to reduce the kingdom to a total 
dependance on Spanifti coiififels. Philip had come to 
London in order to fupport his partisans; and he told 
the queen, that if he was not gratified in fo reafonable a 
requeft, he never more would fet loot in England. This 
d^cciaration heightened extremely her zeal for promoting 
his interest, and overcoming the inflexibility of her coun- 
cil. After employing other menaces of a more violent 
nature, (he threatened to ditmifs all of them from the 
board, and to appoint counfellors more' obfequious ; yet 
could (he not procure a vote for declaring war with 
France, At laft, one Stafford and fome other confpira- 
tors were deteded in a defign of furprizing Scarborough' "^ ; 
and a confcffioji beiVig extorted from them, that they had 
been encouraged by Henry in the attempt, the queen's 
importunities prevailed; and it was determined to make 
this aft of hoftility, with others of a like fecret and doubt- 
frMr tuitb ful nature, the gnound of the quarrel. War was accord- 
France, ingly declared againft France; and preparations were 
' made for attacking that kingdom. 

The revenues of England at that time little exceeded 
300,000 pounds ^. Any confiderable fupplies could fcarce 
be expefted from parliamertt, confidering the prefent dif- 
pofition of the nation ; and as war would fenfibly.dimi- 
niih the branch of the cufloms, the finances, it was fore- 
feen, would fall fiiorteven of the ordinary charges of go- 
vernment ; much more, prove unequal to the expences 
of war. But though the queen owed great arrears to all 
her fervants, befidcs loans extorted from her fubjeds; 
thefe confiderarions had no influence on hcr^ in order to 
fupport her warlike preparations, flie continued to levy 
money in ihe fame arbitrary and violent manner, which 
ihd had formeily pradiled. She obliged the city of Lon- 
don to fuppiy her with 6o,oOQ pounds, on her hulband's 
entry ( (he levied before the legal time the fecond year's 
fubfidy voted by parliament ; (he iffued anew many privy 
feals, by which fhe procured loans from her people ; and 
having equipped a fleet, which (he could not vidual by 

reafoa 

^ Heylln, p.yi. Burnet, vol. ii. p. iSi. Sir James MeN 
vil!$ Memoirg. ^Roflb, Succeffi d'Inghil terra. 
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reafon of the dcarncfs of provtfions, fhe feized all tfieCH A P. 
corn {he could find in Suffolk and Norfolk, without pay- XXXVII. 
jng any price to the owners. By alt thefe expedients, af- ^^ — ^^'■*'*^ 
fifted by rhe power of prcffing, ihe levied an army of ten ^557* 
thouland nnen, which (he fefu over to the Low Countries, 
under the connmand of the carl of Pembroke. Mean.- 
while, in order to prevent any dirturbanc« at home, ma- 
ny of the moll confiderable geqtry were thrown into the 
tower ; and left they fhould be known, the Spanifh prac** 
tice was followed : They were either carried thither in 
the night-time or were hoodwinked and muffled by the 
guard* who condufteJ them ^. - 

The king of Spain had affembled an army, which, 
after.the jundion of the Englifli, amounted to above fix- 
ty rhoufand ftrong, commanded by Philibert, duke of 
Savoy, one of the greatcft captains of the age. The ' 
conftable, Montmorency, who commanded the French 
army, had not half the number to pppofe him. The 
duke of Savoy, after menacing Mariembourg and Ro- 
croy, fat down fuddenly before ,St. Quintin ; and as the 
place was weak, and ill provided of a garrifon, he ex- 
pefled in a few days to become mafter of it. But the 
admiral Coligny, governor of the. province, thinking his 
honour jnterefted to fave fo important. a fortrefs, thrcvr 
himfelf into St. Quintin, with fome troops of French and 
Scots genfdarmes ; and by his exhortation and example 
animated the foldiers to a vigourous defence. He dif- 
patched a meffenger to his uncle, the conftable, defiring 
a fupply of men; and that general approached the place loth Aug^ 
with his whole army, in order to facilitate the entry of 
the fuccours. But the duke of Savoy falling on the re- 
inforcement, did fiich execution upon them, that not a- 
bove five hundred men got into the place. He next tmit. Battle of 
an attack Qn the French army, and put them to a total St. ^m- 
rout, killing four thoufand men, and difpcrfing the reft. //>. 
In this unfortunate adion mahy of the chief nobility of 
France were either {lain or taken prifoners: Among the 
latter was the old conftable himfelf, who fighting va- 
liantly, and refolute to die rather than furvive his defeat, 
was furrounded by the enemy, and thus fell alive into 
their hands. The whole kingdom of France was thrown 
into confternatiop : Paris was attempted to be fortified in 

Vol. IV. B b a hurry: 

■* Strype'f Ecclcf. Memorials, vol. iii. p. 377. 
if 
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CHAP.* hurrjr : And had'the Spaniards prefently marched thi- 
XXXVII. ther, it could not fail to have fallen into their hands. But 
'^ f^ ^ Phihp was oft cautious temper; and he determined firtt 
'SS7» to take St. Quintin, in order to fecure a communication 
with his own dominions. A very Utile time, it was ex- 
peQed, would finiih this enterprize; but the bravery of 
Coligny ftill prolonged the fiege feventeen days, which 
proved the lafety ot France. Some troops were levied 
and affembled. Couriers were (enr to recal the duke of 
Guife and his army from Italy : And the French having 
recovered from their firft panic, put themtelves in a pol- 
lute of defence. Philip, after taking Ham and Caftelet, 
found the feafon (o far advanced, that he could attempt 
no farther enterprize, and he broke up his camp, and re- 
tired to winter quarters. 

But the vigilant aSivity of Guife, not'fatisfied with 
recuring the frontieis, prompted him, in the depth of win* 
ter, to attempt ati enterprize, which France, during her 
greateft fucceflts, had always regarded as impoOibie, and 
had never thought of undertaking. Calais was, in that 
age, deemed an impregnable tbrtrefs; and as it was 
known to he the favourite of the Engliih nation, by whom 
It could eafily be fuccoured, the recovery of that place 
Calais by France was confidered as totally deiperate. But Co- 
takemky ligny had remarked, that, as the town of Calais was fur- 
i*#/re«^^. rounded with marfhes, which during the winter, were 
impaffabic, except over a dyke guarded by two caftles, 
St. Agatha and Newnam bridge, the Engliih were of late 
accu domed, on account of the lownefs of their finances, 
^o dilmifs a great part of the garrifon at the end of autumn, 
and to recal them in the fpring, at which time alone they 
judged theii* attendance neceflary. On thiscircumijance 
*ht had founded his defign of making a fudden attack on 
the place J he h*ad caufed it to be fecretly furveyed by 
fome engineers ; and ^ plan of the whole enterprize be- 
ing found among his papers, it ferved, though he himfelf 
was made prifoner on the taking of St. Quintin, to fuggeft 
the projed of that undertaking, and todircd the condud 
of the duke of Guile. 
1758. ' SvERAL bodies of troops defiled towards the frontieri 
on various pretences ; and the whole being fuddenly af- 
fembled, formed an army, with which the duke of Guife 
made an unexpe£ted march towards Calais. At the &me 
time a great number of Freiich fliips, being ordered' intq 
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the channel, under colour of cruifing on the Englifli, G H A P. 
compofed a fleet which made an attack by fea on the for'- XXXVII. 
tifications. The French aflauhed St. Agatha with three ^— x— ^ 
thoufand harquebufiers; and though the garrifon made a *S5^* 
vigorous defence, they were foon obliged to abandon the 
place, and retreat towards Newnam bridge. The fiege 
of this latter place was immediately undertaken^ and at 
the fame time the fleet battered the rilbank, whichguard- 
ed the entry of the harbour; and bothi thefecaftles feem- 
ed expoied to imminent danger. The governor, lord 
Went worth, was a brave officer; but finding that the 
greater part of his weak garrifon wasenclofed in Newnam 
or the rifbank, he ordered them to capitulate, and to 
join him in Calais, which whhout their afliftance he was 
utterly unable to defend. The garrifon of Newnam 
bridge were fo happy as to eflFeQuate this purpofe; but 
that of the rilbank could not obtain fuch favourable con- 
di'tions, and were obliged to furrender thcmfelves pri- 
foners. 

The duke of Guife, now holding the place blockaded 
by fea and land, thought himfelf fecure of fucceeding 
in his enterprize ; but in order to prevent all accidents^ 
he delayed not a moment the attack of the place. He 
planted his batteries againft the caflle, where he made a 
large breach; and having ordered Andelot, Coligny^s 
brother, to drain the fofiee, he commanded an aflault^ 
which fuccceded ; and the French made a lodgment in 
the caftle. On the night following, Wentworth attempt- 
ed to recover his poft; but having lofl: two hundred men 
in a furious attack ^hich he made upon it^, he found 
his garrifon fo weak, that he was obliged to capitulate. 
Ham and Guifnes fell foon after; and thus the duke of 
Guife, in eight days, during the depth of winter, made 
himfelf mafter of this ftrong fortrefs, that had cod Ed- 
ward the third a fiege of eleven months, at the head of 
a niimerous army, which had, that very campaign, been 
vidorious in the battle of Crefly. The Englifh had 
it above two hundred years; and as it gave them, w 
ever they pleafed, an entry into France, it was rega 
as the mbft important poUefTioiv belonging to the cr 
The joy of the French was e^^treme, as well as the { 
acquired by the duke of Guife, who, at the time \ 
B b a 

^ Thuao. lib. x:|irCap. a. 
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C H A P. all Europe imagined France to be iunk by the unfortu* 
XXXVII. natc battle of St. Quiniin, had, in oppoGtion to the En- 
^^"^■v^'*-' glilh, and their alUes the Spaniards, acquired poiTeilion 
^SS^' of a place, which no former king of France^ even during' 
the didradions of the civil wars between the houfes of 
York and Lancafter, had ever ventured to attempt. The 
Engiifh, on the other hand, bereaved of this valuable 
fortrefs, murmured loudly againft the improvidence of 
the que^n and her council ; who, after engaging in a 
fruitlefs war, for the fake of foreign interefts, had thus 
ex poled the nation to fo fevere a difgracc. A trcafury 
exhaufted by expences, and burthened with debts; a 
people divided and deje^led; a fovcrcign negligent of 
her people's welfare; were eircumdances ^hicb, not- 
withftanding the fair offers and promifes of Philip, gave 
them fmall hopes of recovering Calais. And as the Scots, 
inftigated by French councils, began to move on the 
borders, they were now necefliated rather to look to 
their defence at home, than to. think of foreign conquefts. 
Affairs 9f After the peace, which, in conlequence of king 
Scotlafui, Edward's treaty with Henry, took place between Scot- 
land and England^ the queefi-dowager, on pretence of 
vifiting her daughter and her relations, made a journey 
to France, and (he carried along with her the earls of 
Huntley, Sutherland, Marifchal, and many of the prin- 
cipal nobility. Her fecret defign was to take meaiiires 
for engaging the earl of Arran to refign to her the go- 
vernment of the kingdom ; and as her brothers the duke 
of Guife, the cardinal of Lorraine, and the duke d'Au- 
tnale, had uncontrouled influence in the court of France, 
(he eafily perfuaoed Henry, and, by his authority, the 
Scots nobles, to enter into her meafures. Having alfo 
gained over Carnegy of Kinnaird, Panter bifhop of 
Rofs, and Gavin Hamilton, cbmmcndator of Kilwinning, 
three creatures of the governor's, (he perfuaded him by 
their means, to confent to this refignation ^ ; and whep 
every thing was thus prepared for her purpofe, (he took 
a journey to Scotland, and paffed through England in her 
way thither. Edward received her with great refpeft 
and civility ; though he could Hot forbear attempting to 
renew the old treaty for his marriage with her daughter: 
A marriage, he faid, fo happily calculated for the tran- 
I quillity, 

* Buchanan, lib.zlv; Keith, p. 56. Spotfwood, p. 92. 
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fjuHlity, intcreft, and fecurity of both kingdoms, and the C H A P. 
only means of enfuring a durable peace between them.XXXVII^ 
For his part, he added, he never could entertam a cor- ^^ — ^^ ' 
dial" amity for any other huftand whom (he (hould choofe; ^ 55°- 
nor was it eafy for him to forgive a man, who, at the 
fame time that he difappointed fo natural an alliance, had 
bereaved him of a bride, ro whom his affeftions, from 
his earlieft infancy, had bjcen entirejy engaged. The 
queen eluded thefe' applications, by telling him, that, if 
any meafures had been taken difagreeable to him, they 
were entirely owing to the imprudence of the duke of 
Somerfet, who, inftead of employing courtefy, careffes, 
and gentle offices, the proper means of gaining a youn^ 
princefs, had had recourfe to arms jand violence, and had 
conftraincd the Spots nobility to (end their foyereign into 
France, in order to intereft that kingdom in proteSing 
their liberty and independence **. 

When the queen-dowager arrived in Scotland, (he 
found the governor very unwilling to ful61 his engage- 
ments ; and it was not till after many delays that he could 
be peri'uaded tp refign his authority. But finding that 
the majority pf the yovng princefs was approaching, and 
that the queen-dowager had gained the afFedions of all 
the principal nobility, he thought it more prudent to fub- 
mit ; and having (lipulated, that he (hould be declared 
nei^t heir to the crown, and (hould be freed from giving 
any account of his paft adminiftration, he placed her in 
poffe(rionpf the power; and (he thenceforth aflumed the 
name of regent ?. it w^s an ufual faying of this princefs, 
that, provided (he could render her friends happy^ and 
could enfure to hcrfelf a good reputation,. (he was entire- 
ly indiflFerent what bcfel her ; and though this fentiment is 
greatly cenfured by the zealous reformers ^, as being 
founded wholly on fecular motives, it difcovers a mind 
well calculated for the goyernrncnt of kingdoms. D'Oifel, 
a Frenchman, celebrated for capacity, had attended her 
as ambaffador from Henry, but in reality, to aflift her with 
his counfels in fo delicate an undertaking as the adminiftra- 
tion of Scotland ; and this man had formed a fcheme for 
laying a general tax on the kingdom, in^ order to fupport 
a (landing military force, which might at once repulfe 
the inroads of foreign enemies, and check the turbulence . 

of 

^ Keith, p. 59. ^ izth April, 1554. ^ Knox, p. 89. 
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C HA P. of the Scots nobility. But though fome of the courtiers 
XXXVII. were gained over to this projeS, it gave great and gene- 
^ ral difcontent to the nation ; and the queen-regent, after 
ingenuoufly. confeiTing, that it would prove pernicious to 
the kingdom, had the prudence to defift from it, and to 
truft entirely for her fecurity to the good-will and aflFec- 
lioDS of her fubjefis K 

This laudable purpofe fecmed to be the chief objeft 
of her adminiftration ; yet was {he fometimes drawn from 
it by her connexions with France, and b) the influence 
which her brothers had acquired over her. When Mary 
declared war againfi that kingdom, Henry required the 
queen-regent to take part in the quarrel; and (he fum- 
moned a convention of dates at Newbottle, and requcfted 
them to concur in a declaration of waf againil England. 
The Scots nobles, who were as jealous of French as the 
Engliih were of Spanifh inftuence, refufed their aflent ; 
and the queen was obliged to have recourfe to artifice, 
in order to effeduate her purpofe. She ordered d'Oifel 
to begin fome fortifications at Eymouth, a place which 
bad becndiimantled by the laft treaty with Edward; and 
when the; garrifon of Berwic, as (he forcfaw, made an 
inroad to prevent the undertaking, ihc cflFeaually em- 
ployed this pretence to inflame the Scots nation, and to 
engage them in hoflilities agaxnft England ^. The en- 
terprixe, however, of the Scots proceeded no farther 
than fome inroads on the borders; and when d'Oifel, of 
himfclf, conduced artillery and troops to befiege the 
caftle of Werke, he w4is recalled, and very (harply re- 
buked by the council ^, 

lij order to conneft Scotland mere clofely with France, 
and encreafe the influence of the latter kingdom, it was 
thought proper by Henry to compleat the marriage be- 
tween the young queen and the dauphin ; and a deputa- 
tion was fent by the Scots parliament, to aflid at this 
ceremony, and to fettle the terms of the contraS. This 
deputation confided of the archbifliop of Gla%ow, the 
biiliops of Rofs and the Orkneys, the earls of Rothes, 
and Caffilis, the lords Fleming and Seton, James Stuart, 
prior of St. Andrews, natural brother to the queen, and 
Eiflcineof Dun, The principal conditions, recommend- 
ed 
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* Keith, p. 70. Buchanan, HK xvi. 
lib. XIX. c. 7. ^ Knox, p. 93. 
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ed to thcfe commiffioncrs, were to obtain a folcmn en- C H A P* 
gagement from the queen and dauphin^ that they would XXXVIl. 
prcferve the laws and privileges of Scotland, and to pro- * 
cure a renew,al of the French king's proniife, tofuppontf 
in cafe of the queen's death, the fucccffion of the earl 
of Arran, now created duke of Chatelraut. Both thefc 
conditions were eafily obtained; but the court of France. 
took a very perfidious ftep, direSly contrary to this fti- 
pulation : They fecretly engaged the young queen to fign 
three papers; by one of which flie made over the king- 
dom of Scotland in gift to the king of France, in cafe of 
her deceafe without children ; by anpther, (he n^prtgag^d 
it to him for a million of crowns of gold, or fuch greater . 
fum as he (hould have expended for her maintenance and 
fupport ; and by, a third (he declared, that whatever deed 
ftie had been obliged to perform, relative to the fucceffi- 
on of the crown, fhould be entirely invalid, and that htr 
real fenfe and intention was contained in the firil paper^ 
The marriage was folernnized at Paris : The commif&on- . 
ers, in the name of the ftates of Scotland, fwore alle- 
giance to the queen, and, ^uring the continuance of the 
merriage, to the king-dauphin, fo he was called: And • 
every thing feemed to proceed with great unanimity and . 
concord. But the cpmmiiTioners being required to detiver 
up the crown, and other enfigns of royalty, made iinfwer, 
that they received no authority for that purpofe ; and 
they foon after fet out qn their journey for Scotland. It 
is remarkable^ that, before they embarked, four of the 
nine cotnmiflionersdied, witl^in a few days of each other ; 
and a violent, though abfurd fufpicion prevailed, that 
they had been poifoned by orders froni the family of 
Guifc, on account of this refufal °. It was not confider- 
ed, that the accident, however rare, might have hap- 
vencd by the courfe of nature ; and the prefent feafqn, 
though not attended with any peftilentis^l diforder, was, 
to a remarkable degree, unhealthy all over Europe. 

The clofe alliance between France and Scotland 
threatened very nearly the reppfe and fecurity of Mary ; 
and it was forefeen, that, though the faSions and difpr- 
ders, which might naturally be expeded in the Scots 
government during the abfence of their fovereign, would 
make its power lefs formidable^ that kingdom would at 

leaft . 

^ Buchanan, lib. xvi. Kcith^ p. 75. Spotfwood, p. 95. 
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CHAP. Icall afford the Frciich a means of invading England, 
XXXVIl: The queen^ therefore, found it neceflary to fummon a 
^^*— N^^**-' parliament, and to demand of them (ome fupplies to her 
<55^« exhaufied exchequer. As fuch an emergency uf^jally 
2cth Jan. pves great advantage to the people, and as the parlia- 
^Jj^ ments, during th'is reign, had ihewn, that, where the 
liberty and mdepNtndency of the kingdom were menaced 
with imminent danger, they were not entirely overawed 
by the court ; we ihall naturally cxped, that the late ar- 
bitrary methods of extorting money ihould» at leaft, b^ 
cenfuied, and, perhaps, foroe remedy be for the future 
provided againft them. But fuch an exorbitant prerc^a- 
tive was at this time ackfu>wledged to belong to the crown, 
that, though men might complain of its prefent abufes, 
all attempts to retrench it woujd have been regarded as 
the nK)ft criminal entcrprize ; and as that prerogative in- 
volved a large difcretionary power, any parliamentary en- 
quiry into its exercife would have pafled for iniolent and 
preAimptuous. The commons, therefore, without making 
any reflediocs on' the paft, voted, befides a' fifteenth, a 
fubfidy of fopr (hillings in the pound on land, and two 
{hillings and eight pence on goods. The clergy granted 
eight ihillings in the pound, payable in four years by 
equal portions. 

The parliament alfo pafled an ad, confirming all the 
fales and grants of crown lands, which were either made 
already by the queen, or Ibould be niade during the feven 
enfuin^ years. It was eafy to forefee, that in the queen*s 
prefent difpofilioti and fituatioii, this power would be fol- 
lowed by a great alienation of the royal demefnes; and 
nothing could be more contrary to the principles of good 
goveioment, than a prince armed with very extenfivc au- 
thority, and yet reduced to beggary. This aQ met with 
oppofiiipn in the houfe of commona. One Copely ex- 
prefTed his fears left the queen, under colour of the po^ec 
there granted, might alter the fuccefTioti, and alienate 
the crown from the lawful heir : But his words were 
thought irreverent to her majefty : He was committed to 
the cuftody of a ferjeaht at arms; and though he ex- 
preflcd forrow for his offence, he was not releafed, till 
the queen was applied to for his pardon. 

The Enrlifh natioli, during this whole reign, were in 
great apprebenfions, with regard not only to the fiicccffi- 
en, but the life, of the lady Elizabeth. The violent hatred 

which 
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"which the queen bore her, broke out on every Ofccafion 5 C H A P- 
and it required all the authority of Philip, as well as her XXXyil. 

own great prudence, to prevent the iatal efFefts of it. ^ nT"*-^ 

1 he princeis retired irtothe country; aixl knowing that ^JS'* 
£hc was furrounded with fpies, (he pafled her time wholly 
in. reading and fludy, intermeddled in no bufineis, and 
faw but very little company. While (he remained in 
this fituation, which was for the prefent very melancho- 
ly, but which preparefl her nnind for thoie great ^adions, 
by which her life was afterwards fo much diftinguiQied, 
propofalsof marriage were made her by the Swedilh am- 
baffador, in his mailer's name. As her firft queftion 
-was, whether the queen had been informed of thefe pro- 
pofals? the ambaflador U)ld her, that his mailer thought, 
as he was a gentleman, it was his duty fird to make his 
addrefles to herfelf; and having obtained herconfent, h^ 
would next, as a king, apply to her fiiler. But the prin- 
ccfs would allow him to proceed no further ; and the 
<)^een, after thanking her for this inflance of duty, defired 
t>> know how ihc ftood aflFefted to the Swediih propofals, 
Elizabeth, though e^poied to many prefent dangers and 
inortifications, had the magnanimity tp referve herfelf 
for better fortune; and fl^e covered her refiifal with pro- 
feiTions of a paifionate attachment to a ifingle life, which, 
(he faid, Ihe infinitely preferred before any other '. The 
princefs (hewed like prudence in concealing her fentimenti 
of religion, in complying with the prefent modes of wor- 
ship, and in eluding all quedipns with regard to that de- 
licate fubjeOi ^. 

The 

f Burnet, vol. li. Collea. N® 37. 
^The common net at that time, fays Sir Richard Baker, for 
catching ofproteftants, was the real prefence ; and thi« net was 
ufed to catch the lady. Elizabeth : Far being aflced one time what 
ihe thought of the words of Chrift, Tifis is my ^&xg% whether 
fbe thought it the true body of Chrift that was^in the tstfittiienlf 
it is faid, that after fome paiiiing, fhe thus anfwered : 

Chrjil was the word that fpeak it j * 

He took the bread and brake it ; 

And what the word did make it. 

That 1 believe and take it. , 

Which, though it may feem but a (light expreflion, yet hatlik 
more fplidneis than at 6rft (ight appears; at leaft it ferved her« 
turn at that time, to efcape the net, which by d]re6t anfwer ihe 
could not have done. Baker's Chronicle, p. 320. 
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CHAP. The money, granted by parliament, enabled the queen 
XXXVn. to fit out a fleet of a hundred and forty fail, which, bciug 
*— "V-^ joined by thirty Flennilh (hips, and carrying fix thoufand 
'S5^- land forces on hoard, was fent to make an attempt oa 
the coaCl of Brittany. The fleet was commanded by 
lord Clinton; the land forces by the earls of Huntingdon 
and Rutland. But the equipment of the fleet and army 
was fo dilatory, that the French got intelligence of thc^ 
defign, and were prepared to receive them. The Eng- 
Vifh found Bred too well guarded to make an attempt on- 
that place ; but landing at Conquet, they plundered and 
burnt the town with feme adjoining villages, and were 
proceeding to commit greater diforders, when Kirfinuw, 
a Breton gentleman, at the head of fomc militia, fell up- 
on them, put them to the rout, haddrorc them to their 
{hips with confiderable lofs. But a fmaU fquadron of tea 
Englilh (hips had an opportunity of amply revenging this 
dilgrace upon the French. The Marefchal de Thermes, 
governor of Calais, had ma^e an irruption into f l^odlers^ 
with an army of fourteen thoufand men; and having 
forced a paflfage over the river Aa> had taken Dunkirkj^ 
and Berg St. Winoc, and had advanced as far ^s |^Iew- 
port. Bat count Egmont coming fuddenly upon hiiii» 
with fuperior forces, he was obliged to retire ; and being 
overtaken by the Spaniards near Gravelines, and E^iduig 
a battle inevitable, he chofe very fl^ilfully his ground for 
the engagement. He fortified his left wi^g with ^U the 
precautions poiTible ; and ported his right along the river 
Aa, which he reafonably thought, gave him a full feca* 
rity from that quarter; But the Englifh (hips, which 
were accidentally on the coaft, being drawn by the noife 
of the firing, failed up the river, and flanking the French, 
did fuch execution by their artillery, that they put them 
lo flight, and the Spaniards gained a compleat viQory *". 
Meanwhile the principal army of France, under 
the duke of Guife, aYid that of Spain, under the duke of 
approached very near each other on the frontiers 
rdy ; and as the two kings bad come intotheirre- 
e camps, attended by the flower of their nobility, 
cpeQed fome great and important event would foU 
"om the enaulation of thefe warlike nations. But 
though aauated by ambition, poflefled not the 

emerprize 
Woli4|^{lied, p. I ISO. 
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enterprise of a conqueror; and he was willing, notwith-CH A P* 
ftanding the fuperiority of his numbers, and the two great XXXVU* 

vidories which he had gained at St. Quintin and Grave- ' ••*— ' 

lines, to put a period to the war by a treaty. Negociati- . *55«- 
ons were entered into for that purpofe; and as the terms 
offered by the two monarchs were fomewhat wide of each 
other, the armies were put iiito winter quarters, till the 
princes could come to better agreement. Among other 
conditions, Henry demanded the reftitution of Navarre 
to its lawful owner ; Philip that of Calais and its terri- 
tory to England: But in the midft of thefe negociations 
and debutes news arrived of the death of queen Mary; 
and Philip, no longer conneSed with England, began to 
relax of his firmnefs in that capital article. This was 
the only circumftancc which could have made the death 
of that princeisbe regretted by the kingdom, 

Mary had been long in a very declining (late of 
health ; and having miftaken her dropfy for a pregnancy, 
Ihe had made ufe of an improper regimen, and her mala- 
dy daily augmented. Every refleSlon now tormented 
her: ifhc confcioufnefs of being hated by her fubjeSs^ 
the profpeS of Elizabeth's fucceffion, apprehenfions of 
the danger to which the catholic religion flood expofed, 
dejeflion for the lofs of Calais^, concern for the ill ftate 
of her affairs, and, above all, anxiety for the abfence of 
her hulband, who, (he knew, intended foon to depart for. 
Spain, and to fettle there during the reft of his life : All Death ^ 
thefe melancholy confiderations preyed upon her rnxxi^i the queens 
and threw her into a lingering fever, of which (he died, \^tb No^ 
after a (hort and unfortunate reign of five years, four 
months, and eleve;n days. 

It is not neceffary to employ many words in drawing 
the charafter of this princefs. She poffeffed few quali- 
ties either eftimable or amiable ; and her perfon was as 
"^little engaging as her behaviour and addrefs. Obftinacy, 
bigotry, violence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny ; 
every circumftance of her chara^er took a tin£ture from 
her bad temper and narrow undei (landing. And amidft 
that complication of vices, which entered into her com- 
pofition, we (hall fcarcely find any virtue but fincerity; 
,a quality, which (he feems to have maintained through- 
out 

^ The lofs of Calais fo much afFedled her, that (he faid to 
her attendants, that whea (he was dead, they would find Calais 
at her heart. 
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CHAP, oqt bcr whole life ; except in the beginning of her reign^ 
XXXVU. when the neceffity of her affairs obliged her to make fome 
^— ^v^*^^ promifes to the proieftants, which ihe certainly never in- 
155^' tended to perform. But in thefe cafes a vye^k bigotted 
woman, under the government of pricfts, eafily finds ca- 
fuiftry fufficient to juftify to hcrlelf the violatipn of an 
engagement. She appears, as well as her father, to have 
been fulceptible of fome attachments of friendOiip; and 
that without the caprice and inconftancy which were fo 
remarkable in the condpft of that monarch. To whicH 
we may add, that in many circumftances pf her life, (he 
gav^ indications of refolutton and vigour of mind ; a qua- 
lity which feems to have been inherent in her family. 

Cardinal Pole had been long in a declining ftagc of 
health from an intermitting fever ; and he died the fame 
day with the queen, about fixtecn hours after her. The 
benign charader of this prelate, the ^odefty and huma- 
nity of his deportment, made him be univcrf^illy beloved ; 
infomuch that, in a nation, where the moft furious per- 
fecution was carried on, and the. moft violent religious 
fadions prevailed, entire juftice, even by moft of the re- 
formers, has been done to his merit. The haughty pon- 
tifF, Paul the fourth, had entertained fome prejudices a-j 
gainft him: And when England declared war againft 
Henry, the ally of that pope, he feized the opportunity 
of revenge ; and revoking Pole's leganiinc commiflion, ap- 
pointed in his room cardinal Peyto, an obfervantine friar 
and confeflbr to the queen. But Mary would never per- 
mit the new legate to exercife his power ; and Paul was 
afterwards obliged to reftore cardinal Pole to his authori- 
There occur few general remarks, befidcs what have 
been already made in the courfe of our narration, with 
regard to tlr;e general ftate of the kingdom during this 
reign. The naval power of England was then fo incon- 
fideraWe, that fourteen thcufand pounds being ordered to 
be applied to the fleet by the treafurer and admiral. Both 
for repairing and vi£^uallingit, they computed, that, when 
the money was expended, ten thoufand pounds a year 
would afterwards anfwer all ncceflary charges *''. The 
arbitrary proceedings of the queen, above-mentioned^ 
joined to many monopolies granted by this princefs, as 
W4ill as by her father, checked very much the growth of 

. trade ; 
"^ Burnet, vol. ifi. p. 259. 
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trade ; and fo much the more, as all other princes in Eu- CHAP, 
rope, either were not permitted or did not find it neceflfa- XXXVIL 
ry, to proceed in fo tyrannical a manner. AGts of parlia- ^-^^v"— ' 
ment, both in the laft reign and in the beginning of the ^SS^* 
prefent, had laid the fame impofitions on -the merchants 
of the ftill-yard as on other aliens : Yet the quecn> im» 
mediately after her marriage, complied with the folici- 
tations of the emperor, and, by her prerogative, fuf- 
pended tbefe ads of parliament ^. Nobody in that age 
pretended to queftion this exercife of the prerogative. 
The hiftorians are particularly filent with regard to it ; 
and it is only by the coUedion of public papers that it is 
handed down to us. 

An abfurd lawjiad been made in the preceding reign, 
by which every one was prohibited from making cloth un- 
lefs he had ferved an apprenticefhip for feven years. ,The 
law was repealed in the firft year of the queen's reign ; 
and this plain reafon given, that it had occadooed the de* 
cay of the woollen manufadory, and had ruined feveral 
towns ^. It is ftrange that Edward's law (hpuld have 
been revived during the reign of Elizabeth ; and ftill more 
ftrange that it fliould ftill fubfift. 

A PASS ACE to Archangel had been difcovered by the 
£ngliih during the laft reign ; and a beneficial trade%ith 
Mufcovy had been eftablifhed. A folemn embalTy was 
fent by the Cxar to queen Mary. The ambaffadors were 
{hipwrecked on the coaft.of Scotland ; but being hofpita-' 
bly entertained there, they proceeded on their journey, 
and were received at London with great pomp and folemni* 
ly ^. This feems 10 have been the firft intercourfe, 
which that empire had with any of the weftern poten« 
tates of Europe. 

A LAW was pafled in this reign ^, by which the num- 
ber of liorfes, arms, and furniture, was fixed, which 
each perfon, according to^the ^extent of his property, 
Ibould be provided of for the defence of the kingdom. A 
man of a.thoufand pouAds a year, for inftance, was obliged 
to maintain at his own charge fix horfes fit for demi- 
lances, of which three at leaft to be furniftxed with fuffi- 
cient harneffes, fteel faddles, and weapons proper for the 
demt4ances; and ten light horfes fit for light horfemen, 

with 

" Rynier, vol. xv. p. 364. ^ i Mar. Pari. 2. cap. 7, 
* HolingOied, p. 732. Heylin, p. 71. 7 4 & 5 Phil, ani 
Mar. cap. 2, 
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CHAP- ^'^^^ furniture and w<;apons requifite for them: He was 

XXXVII. obliged to have forty croflets turnifhed; fifty almain re- 

V— v*-w» vetb, or inflead of them* forty coats of plate, corflets or 

1558*. brigandines furnifhed; forty pikes, thirty long bows, 

ihiny iheafsof arrows, thirty fteel caps or (kulis, twenty 

black bills or haU)er(s, twenty haquebuts, and twenty 

motions or falleis. We may remark, that a man of a 

thoufand marks of ftock was rated equal to one of two 

hundred pounds a year: a proof that few or none at that 

time lived •n their Aock in money, and that great profits 

were made by the merchants in the courfe of trade. 

I'here is no clafs above a thoufand pounds a year. 

W E may form a notion of the mean way of living about 
this time from one circumftance : A man of no lefs rank 
than the comptroller of Edward VKs houfehold paid only 
thiity (hillirgs a year of our prcfent money for his houfc 
in Channel Row ^: Yet labour and provifions, and con- 
lequeutly houfes, were only a third part of the prefent 
priee. Erafmus afcribes the frequent plagues in Engiand 
to the nafiinefs and dirt and ilovenly habits among the 
people. ** The floors,*' fays he, ** are commonly of 
•* clay, ftrewed with rufliei, under which lies unmoleft* 
** an antient colledion of beer^ greafe, fragments, bones^ 
** foittle, excrements of dogs and cats, and every thing 
« that is nafty »." 

HoLiNGSHED, who lived in queen Elizabeth*s reign, 
gives a very curious account of the plain or rather mean 
way of living of the preceding generation. There fcarce- 
1y was a chimney to the houfes, even in con(iderable 
towns: The fire was kindled by the wall, and the fraoke 
fought its way out at the rc«f, door, or windows: Tlie 
people flept on draw pallets, and had a good round Ic^ un- 
der tlieir head, for a pillow ; and almoft all the furniture 
was ot wood^. 

In this reign we find the firft general law with regard 
to bischways, which are appointed to be repaired by pa- 
rifli duty all over England ^. 

NOTE, 

A Nicholfon's Hidorlcal Library. ' Eraf. Epift 437. 

^ ^ee note k the eod of the volume. * a & J^ Phil. A Mar. 
cap. 8. 
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NOTE, Vol. IV. p. 159. 

THERE is « curious pafTage, with regard to the fup* 
preffion of nionaderies, to be found in Coice's Inftitutes» 
.'4th Inft, chap. 1.4.4. It i^ worth tranfcribing, as it /hews the 
ideas of the EngliHi government, entertained during the reign 
of Henry the eighih* and even in the time of Sir Edward 
Coke, when he wrote his inftitutes. It clearly appears, tha^ 
the people had then Hiiie notion of being jealous of their li- 
berties, were defirous of making the crown quite independent, 
and wifhed only to remove from themfelves, as much as poffi- 
ble» the burthens of government. A large (landing army, 
and a fixed revenue, would, on thefe conditions, have been 
regarded as great bleflings ; and it was owing entirely to the 
prodigality of Henry, and to his iittie fufpicion, that the pow- 
er or the crov/n could ever fail, that the Englifh owe ail their 
liberty. The title of the chapter in coke is, Admce concernir^t 
nenv and plaufihU ProjeQs and Offers in Parliament » " When 
•* any plaufibie piojeA," fays he, •* is made in parliament, to 
** draw the lords and commons to affent to any ad (efpecially 
** in matters of weight and importance) rf both houfes do give 
** upon the matter projected and promifed their confent, it 
•* fhall be moft neceffary, they being trufted for the comrnon- 
** \vealth, to have the matter projeSed and pr©mifed (which 
'* moved the houfes to confent) to be eftabliHied in the fame 
•* ad, left the benefit of the ad be taken, and the matter pro- 
•* jeded and promifed never performed, and fo the houfes of 
** parliament perform not the truft repofed in them, as it fell 
•' out (taking one example for many) in the reign of Henry 
*• the eighth: On the king's behalf, the members of both 
** houfes were informed in parliament, that no king or king- 
** dom was fafe, but where the king had three abilities \ i. 7o 
** live of his own, and able to defend his kingdom upon any 
** fudden invafion or Infurredion. 2. To aid his confederates, 
** otherwife they would never aflift him. 3. To reward his 
•* well-defervi»g fervants. Now the projed was, that if the 
•* parliament would give unto him all the abbies, priories, 
" friories, nunneries, and other monafteries, that, for ever in 
** time then to come, he would take order that the fame Ibould 
•* not be converted to private uft-s : but firft, that his exche- 
" quer for the purpofes aforefaid fliould be enriched ; fecond- 
** ly, the kingdom ftrengihened by a continual maintenance 
*• of forty thoufand well-trained foldiers, with fkilful captarns 
" and commanders ; thirdly, for the benefit and eafe .of the 
*• fubjcd, who never afterwards, (as was projeded) in any 



♦« 



time 
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•• time to come, Hiould be charged With fubGdies, fifteenrbj, 
•• loans, or other common aids} founhljr, left the honour of 
•♦ the realm fliOuld receire any diminution of honour by the 
•'.diflolution of the faid monafteries, there being twenty-nine 
** lords of parliament of the abbots tlid priors, that held of the 
•* king pn baroniam, (whereof more in the next leaf) that the 
•* king would create a number of nobles, which we omit. The 
'* laid monafteries were given to the king by authority of divers 
** a6ts of parliament, but no provifion w^ therein made for the 
•* ikid prgjed) or any part thereof." 

NOTE, Vol. IV. p. 253. 

SPO T S WQ O D, p. 75. The fame author, p. 92. tells 
us a ftory, whi#h conhrms this character of the popifh 
clergy in Scotland. It became a great difpuia in the untverfity 
of St. Andrews, whether the pater fhould be faid to God or 
the faints. The friars, who knew in general that the reform-' 
ers negledled the faints, were determined to maintain their ho- 
nour with great obtlinacy ; but they knew not upon what to- 
pic to found their dodrine. Some held that the pattr was faid 
to God formalitery and to faints maierialiter ; others, to God 
principaliter, and to faints minus principaliter \ others would 
have it ultimate and non uftimate: But the majority feemed to 
hqld, that the pater vizs faid to God capiendo ftridtt^ and to 
fainfs capiendo large, A fimple fellow, who ferved the fub- 
prior, thinking there wa« fome great matter in hand, that 
made ihc doctors hold fo many conferences together, aiked 
him one day what the matter was ; the fub-prior anfwering, 
7«»«i, that wts the fellow's name, loe cannot agree to nuhom the 
paternojhr Jhou'ld he faid. He fuddenly replied. To ^hom. Sir 9 
Jhouhl it hx faid, hut unto God P Then faid the fub prior, What 
jh(ill 'voe do <with the fiiints ? He anfwered, Ginje them A<ves and 
Creeds eno*w in the devil's name ; for that may fuffice them. The 
anluer ^O'.ng abroad, many faid* that he had gi'udn a 'wifer dc" 
cijion than all the dolors had done 'with alk their diJhnSions, 



NOTE, Vol. IV. p. 382. 

^ H E pfifjoge of Molingjhed^ in a difcourfe prefixed to bis 
htftory. and *which fome afcrihe to Narrifon, is as folloius. 
Speaking of the encreafe of luxury : Neither do i fpeak this in re- 
proach of any man; God is my judge ; but to Aiew, that I do 
rejoice rather to fee how God has bleiTed us with his good gift3, 
and to bchuid how that in a time wherein all things are grown 
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^ moft csctfiive prices, we do jret find the means to obtaiit 
a>od atchieve fuch furniture as he»eiofbre has beca Hnpoffibic: 
There are oW Hieo yet dweWing in the village where I remain, 
"ffhkh have noted three things to be mar vetlon^y altered m 
England within their foimd remembrance. One is the multi* 
|u«Se of chtmnies lately erefted ; whereas in their young days, 
there were, not above two or three, if fo many, in moft up* 
kndi^ towns of tte realm (the religious hoofes and manor 
places of their lords always c;tcepl?ed, and pcradven lure foinc 
great perfonagea ;) but each made his fire againil a reredoffe xtk 
?he haJl where he dined and dreffed his meat. The fecond ia 
the great amendmeat of lodging : For, faid they, our ftitherf. 
and we onrielfses have laid fiiU oft upon, ftraw pallets covered 
only with « iheet uqder coverlets made of dagfwainc or hohar- 
iots, (I u(c theif own terms) and a good round log under tbeMr- 
liead inftead of a bolder. If it were fo, that the father or the 
jood man of the hou^ had a mattrefs or lioclc^bed, and thereto 
a hj^ of chaff to refl hi$ head upon, he thought himfelf to be 
as weH lodged a^ the lord of the town : So well ^yere they con* 
ten-ted. Pillows, iaid they, were thought meet only for wo- 
men in cbild^bed: As for finrvwits, if they had any flieet above 
them, it was well: For feldom had they any under their bo- 
dies to keep the0i from 4 he pricking draws, that ran oft through 
the canvas, and razed their hardened hydes. — ^ The third 
thing they tell of is, the exchange of Treene platters (fo called 
Ifuppofe from 7ree tr Woo J J into pewter apd wooden fpoons 
into filver or tin. For fo common were all forts of treene vef- • 
feJs in old time, that a man ihouW hardly find four piecea of 
pewter (of which one was peradventure a lalt) in.^ good farm- 
er's houfe. Dejef'iption of Britain^ chap-, x. — Again, in chap. 
xvi. In times paft men were contented to dwell in houfes 
builded of fallow, willow, &c. fo that the ufe. of oak wae 
in a manner dedicated wholly unto churches, religious houfes, 
princes palaces, navigation, &c. but now fallow, &c. are re-- 
je6ted, and nothing but oak any where regarded ; and yet fee 
the change^^ for when our houfes were builded of willow, then 
had we oaken o>ea 1 but bow that oiu* hou^fes are come to be 
made of oak, our men are not only become willow, but a great 
many altogether of draw, which is a fore alteration. In thefe 
the courage of the owner was a fufficient defence to keep the 
houfe in fafeiy ; but now the aflurance of the timber muft de^ 
fend the men from robbing. Now hare we many chimnies, 
and yet our tenderUnes complain of rheums, catharrhs, and 
pofes ; then had we none but reredofles, and our heads did ne- 
arer ach. For as th^ fmoke in thofe days were fuppofed to be 
a fufficient hardening for the timber of the houfe ; fo it was 
reputed a far better medicine to keep the goodman and his fa- 
mily from the quacke or pofe, wherewith, as then, very few 
Vol. IV. C c wes^ 
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were acqutinted. Jgain^ in chap, xviiL Oar peweferers in 
time psft emplojed toe ufe of pewter only^upon di/hes and 
pou, and a few other trifles for ler? tee ; whereas now thej are 
frown into fnch ezquifite canninff, that they can in manner 
imitate hy infafion any form or faftiion of cup, dtih, fait, or 
bowl or goblet which ib made by loldfmitb'a) craft» though 
they be never k curious and very artificially forged. In fome 
places beyond the fea, a gamiih of good flat Englifh pewter 
(I fay flatt becaufe difhes and platters in my time begin to be 
traAc deep and like bafons, and are indeed more conrentent 
both for fauce and keeping the meat warm) is almoft efteemed 
fo precious as the like number of velTels that are made of fine 
fil ver. Jf the uader is curious to know the hours of meals in fueen 
Elizahetb^s reign f he msy learn it from the fame author. With 
us the nobilitv; gentry, and ftudents, do ordinarily go to dinner 
St eleven before noon, and to fupper at five, or between fire 
end fix at afternoon. The merchants dine and fup feklom be- 
fore twelve at noon and fix at night, efpecially m London^ 
The huibandmen dine alfo at high noon, as they call it, and 
fup at feven or eight i but out of term in our univerfities the 
icholars dine at^ten. Note there is here m mention tfhreaifaft z 
It %uas mot then ujed^ 



ENb of the Fourth Volume. 
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